
June Kress: Getting Involved Is in Her Blood
Randy Rieland

Like a lot of people, June Kress first stumbled into Glover Park 
before she embraced it. She had moved to the D.C. area after 
graduate school at Berkeley, anxious to find her voice as the com-

munity organizer she had trained to be. But then, the organization for 
which she worked fell apart. She looked for a place to start over.

It was just June and her dog then, and she ran into a guy with 
whom she used to teach. He mentioned a neighborhood where he 
lived, a place called Glover Park. He said people there really liked dogs. 
Not long after, June moved into an apartment on 40th Street.

That was more than thirty years ago. June would fall in love with 
a man across the hall, a handy guy named Dennis who helped her put 
her stereo together. They got married in the yard outside the house 
they bought together on W Street. She found the condition of the place 
a bit disgusting; he saw it as a blank canvas. Slowly they renovated, 
added on, creating a home they both loved.

Sadly, in 2008, Dennis died. But June stayed there. “I occasionally 
think about leaving,” she says, “Then I realize, why would I want to do that.”

Saying Yes Instead of No
No question that June’s roots in the neighborhood run deep. At first, it 
was Dennis who seemed to know everyone. But she was the joiner. She 
got involved with the Glover Park Citizens’ Association (GPCA) and 
became its treasurer. She was one of the handful of people who, in the 
early years, kept Glover Park Day percolating and moved it beyond its 
humble beginnings in the bank parking lot. 

Then June heard about a plan to open a small homeless shelter 
for men at the St. Luke’s United Methodist Church on Calvert Street. 
It was the idea of the pastor at the time, Rev. Andrew Gunn, partly in 
response to negative reaction to a city proposal to convert Guy Mason 
into a shelter.

Rev. Gunn needed volunteers. “He said, ‘How can we say yes 
instead of saying no,’” June remembers. That’s all she had to hear. Get-
ting involved was in her blood—her parents had always been active in 
community and synagogue activities—and she became a co-chair of 
the St. Luke’s shelter. 

But that wasn’t enough. June and others were thinking bigger 
and, working with congregations throughout Ward 3, they started 
Friendship Place, a nonprofit organization that has become a model in 
helping the homeless find jobs, housing, and support throughout the 
region. She’s been on the board for 25 years.

Her social activism, however, didn’t sit well with everyone. When 
she ran for the Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) in 1995, 
June’s opponent described her as a “social engineer.” The term itself 
didn’t bother her, but it wasn’t meant as a compliment. She lost by 
23 votes.

Making Connections 
Not surprisingly, June was in the audience and taking notes at 
the recent meeting in Stoddert to discuss the city’s plan to build a 
homeless facility on the vacant lot across from the Russian Embassy on 
Wisconsin Avenue. She shares some of the concerns about its proposed 
size and cost—under the current plan, the city would pay more than 
$6,000 a month in rent for each family unit. But she also sees an 
opportunity to engage the community.

“I hope the city will follow the advice given them at the meet-
ing,” she said. “Create something through which the community can 
be involved—an advisory committee to provide advice and input. 
And it shouldn’t just be residents. The business community should be 
involved. Stoddert absolutely needs to be at the table.”

June, now executive director of the Council for Court Excellence 
(a nonprofit focused on improving DC’s justice system), remembers 
how some of the strongest opponents to the proposed shelter at Guy 
Mason became volunteers or donors for the St. Luke’s facility. 

What’s now being proposed would obviously have a considerably 
bigger impact than the six-bed operation at St. Luke’s, but June thinks 
community opposition could ease if the neighborhood has a chance to 
develop a meaningful connection to the facility. 

“You need to make sure there are good ways for people in the 
community to be involved, whether it’s as volunteers or some other 
way,” she said. “There are still a lot of hurdles to clear. But that would be 
a step in the right direction.”

June Kress with Lucy.
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What’s new in Glover Park? Check us out on both Facebook and Twitter!
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Visit www.gpcadc.org to keep up with community news!

Join In • Make a Difference 
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!  
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s) 

Address

 

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007  
Make check payable to GPCA.
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Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, April 5 • 7:00 p.m. 
GP Community Center at Stoddert
•	 Police	Report
•	 Presentation	on	the	new	Savoy	(now	

part of the Kimpton chain) by Matt 
Wexler, Foxhall Partners 

•	 Report	on	DC	Tree	Box	Regulations	&	
Canine Regulations

•	 Presentation	on	DC	Water	Down-
spout Disconnection Program by Lillia 
Ledezma, DC Clean Rivers Project

•	 Presentation	of	Slate	of	GPCA	Officers	
for 2016/17

•	 Membership	Report	(February	and	
March)

•	 Treasurer’s	Report	(February	and	
March)

•	 Secretary’s	Report
•	 New	Business

Check www.gpcadc.org and the 
Glover Park list serv for updates.

GPCA March 2016 Minutes 
Jarrett Ferrier
The meeting began at 7:06 p.m. MPD was 
not available for the meeting, so the meeting 
was turned over to Ward 3 Councilmember 
Mary Cheh.

Pepco-Exelon Merger. The Councilmem-
ber began with recent news regarding the 
proposed Exelon-Pepco merger. Cheh, who 
opposes it, was cautiously optimistic that the 
deal would not go through since the Public 
Service Commission, the People’s Council, 
and most recently the Mayor no longer sup-
port the merger and are saying a deal is not 
in the best interest of the citizens of Washing-
ton, D.C. Cheh once again proposed that the 
City Council allocate funds to investigate the 
creation of a public power company, similar to 
the D.C. water system.

Homeless Shelter in Ward 3. The next 
topic of discussion pertained to the distribu-
tion of temporary homeless shelters through-
out all eight wards. Ward 3 currently is slated 
to have a shelter built on Wisconsin Avenue 
across from the Russian Embassy. Many 
questions arose surrounding the impact on 
Stoddert Elementary School, property values, 
variance on zoning regulations, needed ser-
vices for those housed in the shelter, and the 
exorbitant costs involved in constructing the 
facility. Another concern is that the Mayor’s 
request is for a facility to house 50 families, 

but the current proposal is for 38. Many 
questioned the feasibility of having multiple 
families share bathrooms and voiced concerns 
that providing a food service encouraged 
dependence rather than independence. Also 
of concern is a provision to possibly repurpose 
the property at the end of the lease. Council-
member Cheh has scheduled a community 
meeting for Saturday, March 5, at Stoddert 
Elementary School to provide neighbors the 
opportunity to weigh in and learn more about 
the proposal. A hearing on the topic of the 
shelters is slated for March 17.

Funding for Fillmore Arts Center. An-
other topic of concern was DCPS’s announce-
ment that programs with Fillmore Arts Center 
would end. Cheh said that she had met with 
the deputy mayor, who conveyed the idea that 
since each school is providing its own arts 
program, the Fillmore program is no longer 
necessary. After discussions with Ward 2 
Councilmember Jack Evans, Cheh has pledged 
that they will find the money in the DC 
budget to continue the program. Cheh noted 
she has skill going through the budget with a 
fine-toothed comb to find possible funding 
to keep the program running. The president 
of The Friends of Fillmore said that the cost 
is about $600,000 a year. He also pointed out 
that in the District, eight schools do not have 

rooms allocated for the arts and five of those 
schools share the Fillmore space. In discuss-
ing schools there was also concern about the 
cost overruns for the renovation of The Duke 
Ellington School for the Arts.

Other topics. In addition, Cheh answered 
questions on transportation, noting that the 
proposed extension of the Circulator on Wis-
consin Avenue to the National Cathedral is 
scheduled to be implemented in Fall 2017. She 
also noted the faltering services provided by 
the Department of Parks and Recreation. 

After an hour and a half of answering 
questions, Councilmember Cheh received a 
hardy round of applause.   

Nominating Committee for 2016–17 
Election of Officers. Karen Pataky and Marsha 
Goldberg volunteered to provide a slate of 
officers at the April GPCA meeting. Anyone 
interested should contact them or send an 
email to president@gpcadc.org. 

Secretary’s Report. The minutes from the 
February 2 meeting passed unanimously.

Postponed until April. Due to time 
constraints the Membership Report and Trea-
surer’s Report for March were delayed until 
the April meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.



The agenda for our April 5 meeting is packed 
with interesting topics! 

Matt Wexler, managing partner of the 
Foxhall Partners, will be giving us on update 
on the Savoy makeover. As you know, last 
year Foxhall Partners and Iron Point partners 
bought the hotel and awarded management of 
the facility to Kimpton Hotels and Restau-
rants. Since then, the hotel has been undergo-
ing extensive renovations to the rooms and 
public spaces.  A new dining venue is also 
planned in the renovated site.  Matt will let 
us know how things are coming along and 
maybe give us a sneak preview of the soon-to-
be named Kimpton Glover Park Hotel’s new 
features.

Lillia Ledezma from the DC Clean 
Rivers Project will talk about a new program 
that is part DC Water’s Green Infrastructure 
initiative.  Set to launch this summer, its 
goal is to divert storm water by connecting 
downspouts to rain barrels. It is a voluntary 

program. Property owners interested in par-
ticipating can set up an appointment with DC 
Water who will send out a team to assess each 
property’s suitability for inclusion.

We are putting together the slate of offi-
cers for the GPCA in 2016–17.  Interested in 
throwing your name in the hat? Let me know 
and I will connect you with Karen Pataky 
and Marsha Goldberg, two long-time GPCA 
volunteers who are putting together the slate.  
Elections will be held in May. Nominations 
will also be accepted from the floor at the 
April and May meetings.

Any creative website designers out 
there that would like to volunteer to work on 
the GPCA website? It’s in need of a makeover. 
We would love to hear your ideas and have 
your help. Please contact me at president@
gpcadc.org.

As always, if there are any topics you 
would like to see on the agenda, please contact 
me at president@gpcadc.org.

President’s Report

April Meeting Features Diverse Agenda 
Melissa Lane
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ANC3B News

Fillmore, Shelter, and Pepco-Exelon
Jackie Blumenthal

At our March 16 meeting, the ANC vot-
ed unanimously to urge the District to 
restore funding for the Fillmore Arts 

Center program that Stoddert School and four 
other local elementary schools have partici-
pated in for the past several years. We learned 
since then that the funding will be restored in 
the 2016–17 budget.

Proposed Homeless Shelter
It is always a good idea to speak out when 
you don’t think your elected leaders are doing 
the right thing. And that was the focus when 
the ANC took up a resolution regarding the 
Mayor’s legislation to create homeless family 
shelters in all the wards, including in Ward 3 
at 2619 Wisconsin Avenue (the vacant lot at 
the corner of Edmunds Street). 

Some people felt the ANC was doing the 
wrong thing. To them, the need to close DC 
General and provide better temporary shelters 
for families is so urgent that no criticism of the 
Mayor’s legislation was justified. Others be-
lieved that the legislation was flawed because 
the site selection was done in secret without 
involving ANCs or residents, and consequent-
ly there are serious problems with some of the 
sites that need to be addressed. People were 
also concerned that the Mayor was taking the 
wrong approach by committing upward of 
$300 million solely for rent paid to developers 
who will own the shelter site properties at the 
end of the 20-year leases. 

After a vigorous discussion, aided by 
the presence of Jay Melder, chief of staff to 
the director of DC’s Department of Human 
Services, who answered question after ques-
tion, the ANC voted unanimously to approve 
the resolution, which is posted at our website, 
www.anc3b.org, under “Documents.” 

Our intent is to improve the plan for 
housing homeless families in our community 
and make it work better for the neighborhood. 
Just in the few short weeks since we were told 
about the site, we have already succeeded 
in winning some changes. Instead of 50 
dormitory-style rooms, each with 4 beds, we 
have a firm commitment that the maximum 
will be 38. That’s still a huge footprint for a site 
in a single-family neighborhood and Council-
member Cheh continues to suggest that Ward 
3 may do better with two smaller shelter sites. 
We also got an agreement, not yet in writing, 
that the building will be three stories, not four, 
and that instead of communal bathrooms on 
each floor, no more than two families will 
share a bathroom. We believe that dignity 

and security, especially for families with small 
children, require private bathrooms, so there’s 
more to advocate for.

But our biggest concern is about the 
impact on Stoddert Elementary School, which 
would be the school of right for children from 
the shelter. Stoddert already has children in 
trailer facilities and the likelihood of even 
more severe overcrowding and the need 
for extra resources to help shelter children 
adjust—since they will likely be enrolling at 
all times of the school year—presents real 
concerns. A possible solution suggested in our 
resolution would be to focus this site as much 
as possible on families with children under 
the age of 5. We also call for the inclusion of 
daycare as one of the support services at the 
shelter.

In addition, we want to make sure 
that the DC Council does its due diligence 
by assessing whether the sites selected are 
appropriate and determining if spending so 
much money on temporary shelters is fiscally 
responsible, given the need for permanent, 
affordable housing. 

As I said in my testimony before the 
Council on March 17, our community knows 
that living near a shelter is not necessar-
ily a problem, as long as the community 
is involved and the shelter is planned 
well. We have asked for the creation of 
a community advisory board and will 
continue to push to improve the plans for 
the site. Chairman Phil Mendelson has 
said the Council will act on the proposed 
legislation by mid-April, but he and many 
members of the Council have serious 

concerns as well. So we will have to watch 
and see what happens. I hope we can all agree 
that as critically important as this initiative is, 
it’s better to get it right now than to deal with 
mistakes later.  

Pepco-Exelon Merger
The ANC approved sending a letter to DC’s 
Public Service Commission asking them to 
reject the latest round of settlement options 
offered by Exelon, following on our previous 
resolutions opposed to the merger with 
Pepco. After 20 months and 4 tries to craft a 
deal acceptable to all parties, it’s time to say a 
final no. We have learned since then, however,  
that a settlement deal has been negotiated and 
the merger will go forward.

Next Meeting
ANC3B will meet next on April 14 at 7 p.m. at 
Stoddert Elementary School. The agenda will 
be posted at www.anc3b.org and circulated on 
the listservs.

The Gazette 
Needs You!
Live	nearby?	Enjoy	a	bit	of	exercise	&	
giving back to the community?

The Gazette needs a delivery 
person for Georgetown North. This 
condominium development is a group 
of white buildings bordering on Davis 
Place between Tunlaw and 39th 
Street. 

For this route, 120 Gazettes are 
delivered to about a dozen doors 
in the development. The Gazette is 
published nine times a year; copies are 
picked up at Stoddert Elementary.

Please call Dick Sullivan 
(337-2593)	or	email	Elaine	Sullivan	
(elainesullivan10@gmail.com)	if	you	

can help out.  

Our	distribution	
coordinators, the 
Sullivans, would 
also like to have 
more volunteers at 
the ready should 
other routes become 
vacant.  

2015–2016 ANC Members
Ann Mladinov, 3B-01, North Glover Park 
ann.mladinov@gmail.com,	202-270-0777

Jackie Blumenthal, 3B-02, East Glover Park 
jackieblumenthal@gmail.com,	202-333-7488

Vacant, 3B-03, West Glover Park

Mary Young, 3B-04, Cathedral Heights 
mcy65@rcn.com,	202-895-0268	(h),	 
202-997-9715	(c)

Brian Turmail, 3B-05, South Glover Park 
bturmail@yahoo.com,	703-459-0238	

Visit ANC 3B: www.anc3b.org  
or e-mail at info@anc3b.org. 
Follow us on Twitter! @anc3b
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Lenore 
Rubino
Your neighbor and Realtor 

202-262-1261
Glover Park Expert

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage
Washington Harbour, 3000 K St. NW, Ste.101  
Washington, D.C.  202-333-6100

Glover Park History is online at  
www.gloverparkhistory.com

Click on Neighborhood for 
Neighborhood Images, Family Album, 
and Oral History and Reminiscences

Memories and photographs to share?

E-mail carlton@gloverparkhistory.com

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Glover Park History

Childhood in Glover Park, 1926–39
Carlton Fletcher

An excerpt from a reminiscence written by 
Margaret Hunt in 1999.

On the hill where Calvert Street and Tunlaw 
Road now intersect stood a huge walnut tree, 
from which [Hunt was told] Tunlaw Road got 
its name. The diameter of the trunk was about 
3 ½ feet. We played with our dolls under that 
tree, and the daredevil boys climbed up to 
the first fork. Further up the hill was a house 
occupied by an old man who wasn’t keen 
about kids coming on his property. 

On the “lane” that led from the wal-
nut tree to Wisconsin Avenue were two old 
houses, side by side, facing south, and two 
wonderful cherry trees with the most marvel-
ous black-heart cherries, just begging to be 
picked. One thrilling day, probably about 
1929 or 1930, these houses were lifted on to 
flatbed trucks, driven over to Wisconsin Av-
enue, and set down on the east side, just short 
of Davis Street.

Not long after that Calvert Street was 
cut through. My father, Myron R. Walker, the 
first president of the Glover Park Citizens’ 
Association, was instrumental in having this 
street opened. Mr. Kephart, who lived on 
Observatory Place, worked closely with him. 
Mr. Haines, a very nice man who worked for 
the Washington Post, lived across the street 
from Mr. Kephart. Mr. Klinepeter was the 
dapper salesman who sold Glover Park houses 
for B.H. Gruver, the builder.

A Japanese family named Murayama 
lived on 37th Street. Mr. Murayama was a 
pleasant gentleman who worked at the Na-
tional Geographic Society. He had two sons. 
The younger was Sutemi, whom we youngsters 
called Sammy. The older was Ken, who gradu-
ated from Western High School. The family 
sent him to Japan to attend university and to 
our sorrow we learned that he became an of-

ficer in the Japanese army in World War II.
Mr. Mulford owned the house at the 

(NW) corner of Tunlaw Road and Benton 
Street. My father sold 2424 Tunlaw in 1939, 
and we moved to American University Park, 
and Mr. Mulford’s lovely garden was soon 
filled with row houses. Happily, our third floor 
rose above these additions, so the new oc-
cupants of 2424 still enjoyed the highly prized 
window that looked south over the city, and 
gave light and air and a view.



Home Care Managers
A Declutter 
A Clean
A Repair
A Move & Sell
A We do it all!!!

g30 Years In Businessg
202-965-4369 

AARP Tax-Aide
April 6, 12, 13 
1:00–5:00 p.m. 
Georgetown Library
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
offers free, individualized tax 
preparation for low- to moderate-
income taxpayers—especially those 
60 and older. Local assistance is not 
available at Guy Mason Recreation 
Center this year.

Spring Magic
In spring, as kids, we took a magic walk 
winding through forsythia. Each clasping 
a pebble chosen with great care, we stepped 
into the burst of blooms, chanting our wishes.

Spring greeted me this morning with a dazzle 
of yellow forsythia low in the yard, 
clusters of white cherry blossoms above, 
last week’s early daffodils still vibrant.

I marvel at forsythia, its resistance 
to restraint. Whips reach up, or out, or cross 
each other, curving toward moist earth to root. 
Shaping forsythia spoils its sprightliness. 
Like wishes made in early spring, it needs 

sun, good air, and boundless space to flower. 

Edna Small

Glover Park Farmers' Market  
to reopen  
Saturday, May 7.
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GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com
202.333.8128

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am

The kitchen is always open!

in your neighborhood
GLOVER PARK TAPROOM

2218 WISCONSIN AVE. NW

WASHINGTON, DC 20007

MADFOXBREWING.COM

Show us your ID with a 007 zip code for 10% discount

AWARD-WINNING BREWS, SEASONAL FARE

April at Georgetown Library
Poetry Lecture Series
Saturdays, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Professor Margaret Soltan, George 
Washington University, English 
Department.

April 2: Winter kept us warm: 
Poetry as Paradox
In a year that began with a great blizzard 
in Washington, we will look first at what 
poetry makes of the snow: as an image, 
a symbol, a mood, a setting. We’ll focus 
on T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, Louis 
MacNeice’s Snow, and Hayden Carruth’s 
The Curtain and ask not only what sort of 
utterance poetry is but also what it offers 
us intellectually and emotionally as we 
experience the power of nature.

April 9: Stirring dull roots with spring rain:  
Poetry as Life Itself
April is National Poetry Month and marks 
the renewal of life in spring. Yet Eliot calls 
April “the cruellest month.”  Our focus 
will be on James Schuyler’s exuberantly 
long poem, Hymn to Life, which is set in 
Washington, DC, in the spring.  

April 16: Flying off into nothing: 
Poetry as Death   
Our final two poems, Gerard Manley 
Hopkins’ Spring and Fall, and Sylvia 
Plath’s Berck-Plage, complete our seasonal 
exploration of what poetry is, and what it 
can do by way of clarifying our relationship 
to our lives in nature.

First Thursday Evening Poetry Reading
Thursday, April 7, 7:00 p.m.
The Poets on the Fringe will read from their 
original works.

Poetry Reading  
Thursday, April 20, 7:00 p.m.
Barrett Warner, editor at Free State Review, 
and Donald Illich, president of the Federal 
Poets and a published poet, read from their 
original works. 

Book Club
Classics Reading Group
April 5, 1:00–3:00 p.m.
This month the group will discuss 
Siddhartha by Nobel Laureate 
Hermann Hesse.

Guy Mason Recreation Center

Events in April
Films in Honor of William Shakespeare
April 8. Lunch at Noon and Film at 1:00 p.m., 
The Taming of the Shrew with Richard Burton 
and Elizabeth Taylor.

April 22. Lunch at Noon and Film at 1:00 p.m., 
Romeo + Juliet starring Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Claire Danes

Book Reading Club, on third Wednesdays. The 
club will meet on April 20 at 11:00 a.m. to 
discuss Suite Francaise. Leaders are Jayanthi 
Sambasivan and Carole Lewis Anderson.

Computer Help, Thursdays, 3:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. 
Assistance provided by Nancee Simonson, 
instructor, by appointment. Please call Guy Mason 
(see below). 

Exercise/Dance with Gayla April, Saturdays at 
9:30 a.m. Stretch, exercise, and dance with the 
instructor of “Move It.”

Tai Chi continues on Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Instructor, Jenny Tam.

Conversation Corner. Join us for French, 
Spanish, German, and Russian conversation. 
Times to be announced.

All programs are free of charge and will be 
held at Guy Mason Recreation Center, 3600 
Calvert Street NW. For more information, 
please call 202-727-7703.
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Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi ce with the big reputation.
(202) 965-8800

Parenting in the Park

Catching Happiness
Paige Trevor

“The Constitution only gives people the right to 
pursue happiness. You have to catch it yourself.” 
— Benjamin Franklin

Parent Encouragement Program (PEP) 
classes and workshops are based on demo-
cratic parenting. It’s neither permissive (child 
in charge) nor autocratic (parent in charge). 
I love using our democratic classics to help 
parents with their parenting! The Declaration 
of Independence tells us everyone is entitled to 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

That’s the right to pursue our own hap-
piness. Giving our child happiness—whether 
through toys, no firm bedtime, letting them 
leave their crap all over, or driving forgotten 
work to school—ain’t gonna teach them how 
to catch happiness themselves.

And the same goes for parents. When 
we demand a semester of little Tom receiving 
all green lights, our darling Eliza making the 
travel soccer team, our dear Nathan having 
copious social engagements, or Joe getting into 
the college of our dreams, we are asking them 
to catch happiness for us. 

Are we giving away happiness and satis-
faction that children might do better catching 
on their own? Do we fill their calendars with 
so many social/extracurricular activities that 
they only need to show up? Do they never 
decide on their own what fills their cups or de-
pletes them? It’s a different skill set to show up 
because someone tells you rather than decide 

on your own you would like to pursue karate 
(or piano or filmmaking or fencing). 

And am I so obsessed with my kids’ 
lives, grades, friends, weight, and room that I 
overlook my own life, work, friends, weight, 
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Recent transactions:

h 421 Jefferson Street NW, FOR SALE – 
$615,000

h 120 Bates Street NW, SOLD – 
$535,000 ($10,000 Over List)

h 1451 Belmont Street NW, #205, 
RENTED – $2,795

h 506 Rhode Island Avenue NW, SOLD 
– $830,000 (5% Over List)
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I can offer my clients a 50% discount with Penske Truck Rentals. 
GPCA Members get a 20% discount on Penske Trucks Rentals.

and room? It’s much less anxiety inducing to 
try to fix someone else than to look at and 
start to work on our own “stuff.” Catching 
happiness for another is easier, seductive, and 
compelling, because we don’t have to worry 
about disappointment in ourselves. If they 
aren’t happy—well, we can give them a lecture. 
If we chase happiness and aren’t happy…. Ugh, 
we have to feel our own disappointment and 
start again.

What skills can we use and teach our 
children to catch happiness? Might we do 
better focusing on ourselves than nagging our 
children? Let’s all ponder how to catch our 
own happiness and leave it to our kids to catch 
their own.

Save the Date

GLOVER PARK DAY 2016
Saturday, June 4
Guy Mason Recreation Center

LEND A HAND
Volunteers make this event happen! To help out with preparations, set-up, 
working at Glover Park Day, and clean-up, please contact Joe Fiorillo at 
GSCMFiorillo@aol.com




