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House Prices Up, Inventory Down in Glover Park
Randy Rieland
Randy Rieland

T

he U.S. housing market is on the
upswing. Sales are up. So are prices.
Buyers are out looking and sellers are
happier than they’ve been in years.
But let’s cut to the chase. How is the recovery playing out in Glover Park? Are prices
climbing again? Are properties moving?
To get answers, the Gazette queried several real estate agents—Ariadne Henry from
Sophia Henry Real Estate, Chuck Holzwarth
from Washington Fine Properties, Anslie
Stokes Milligan from McEnearney Associates,
Inc., J.P. Montalvan from TTR Sotheby’s International Realty, and Maggie Simpson from
WC&AN Miller Realtors. And their consensus is that 2013 is off to an auspicious start.
After a few stagnant years, home prices
in Glover Park are on the rise. Over the past
six months, the median sales price for a
single-family home has jumped to more than
$800,000. The figure is considerably higher
for properties sold in 2013—about $850,000.
The median sales price had dropped to
$725,000 in 2008, when real estate everywhere was in a downward spiral. It began a
slow rise over the next two years, then started
to take off six months ago.
Sounds great, right? Except that leap
in value in 2013 is a bit misleading. Only a
handful of homes have been sold this year,
with inventory still at an unusually low level.
Which means those that have gone on the
market don’t stay there long—generally less
than a week—and usually after a bidding war.
That’s good news for sellers, for buyers
not so much. Demand for houses in Glover
Park remains high, although the number
of sales in the neighborhood, thanks again
to low inventory, was low last year—only
30 transactions, compared to an average of
50 every year between 2002 and 2007.

Once buyers do close a deal, though,
they get good value for what they pay, in part
because Glover Park is a no-Metro zone. Yes,
that’s counterintuitive because the absence
of Metro should be a blemish, and undoubtedly plenty of house shoppers steer clear of
the neighborhood for that reason. But as
Holzwarth points out, because houses here
cost less than those in neighborhoods with
Metro access, buyers in Glover Park get more
for their money.
Adds Montalvan: “People who are used
to looking closer to downtown are surprised
by the space and size and how homes are
increasingly renovated.”
Not that selling a home in Glover Park
is so hard at the moment, but even in this
market, a fixer-upper isn’t going to move very
quickly. If sellers want to see a bidding war,
it helps if, in addition to the obligatory fresh
coats of paint inside and blooming flowers
outside, they redo their floors and spiff up
kitchen countertops and bathroom vanities.
“Most of my clients value the millwork
and flooring of Glover Park’s housing stock,”
says Simpson. “But they want updated bathrooms and kitchens, finished basements and
attics on the end units.”
What draws people to Glover Park are

many of the same things that long have—the
urban feel, the safe streets, the reputation of
Stoddert, and the easy walk to the restaurants
and stores on Wisconsin Avenue. According to Henry, “Many buyers want an urban
experience and a walkable neighborhood.
For some this means Dupont Circle or
the U Street corridor. But many also want
all of that without the strong commercial
presence—so Glover Park fits perfectly.”
How much the streetscape project will
add to the neighborhood’s appeal is anybody’s
guess. It’s hard to imagine someone choosing
Glover Park because it has some mighty fine
turning lanes. Yet it could ultimately have an
impact on how the neighborhood is perceived. If, as Milligan notes, it makes Glover
Park feel like a more walkable place, it will be
an asset. But if, as some have complained, it
turns that stretch of Wisconsin into a bottleneck, it could taint GP’s charm.
We’ll have to wait to see how that works
out. But there is another element of the
neighborhood that is special—it sits on the
edge of parkland, making it just as easy to
lose yourself on a forest trail as it is to get a
cup of coffee at Starbucks. A lot of us forget
that. But now that it’s spring, go take a walk in
the woods.

Traffic Alert! See page 4 for details.
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President’s Report

Have Your Say
Sheila Meehan

R

eady to hand Pepco a rate increase?
Have some thoughts on what the District’s budget priorities should be in the
coming year? There will be several opportunities to make your opinions known in April.
On March 9, Pepco announced that it
would seek a $52 million rate increase in the
District less than a year after DC’s Public
Service Commission awarded the utility a
partial increase this past fall. The GPCA did
not provide a comment last year, but we are
weighing one this year. To do so, we need
your input at our April meeting for a resolution in May, if needed. We typically do not
meet in June, July, and August, so if we want
to have our voice heard on the proposal, we
will need to formulate our position before we
adjourn for the summer. We hope you’ll join
us for the discussion.
On April 30, Mayor Vincent Gray is
holding a Ward 3 Budget Town Hall on the
city’s financing priorities at Alice Deal Middle
School in Tenleytown from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Concerned about overcrowding at Stoddert,
believe more can be done to improve transportation options in Northwest DC, want to
advocate for increased resources for seniors,
think tax reductions are in order, or rather see

the city explore new initiatives? Come to the
town hall and have your voice be heard.
Traffic Alert. As we go to press, the exact
timing of the start of the 37th and Tunlaw redo
has not been announced, but DDOT has said
the project will begin shortly and is expected
to take four weeks. For two weeks of the work,
there will be a detour of northbound traffic
on 37th at Whitehaven to Wisconsin Avenue.
Southbound traffic, including the D buses in
rush hour, will run normal routes. DDOT
signage will indicate detours, but up-to-themoment information is likely to be online.
Please share electronic alerts and advisories
with neighbors who may not be online or participate in the local listserv. Weather permitting, the disruptions will be brief, but they will
be trying.
Become a Card-Carrying Member.
Our Membership Director Allen Tomlinson
is expanding discounts for GPCA members
(see page 4), but you can do your part, too.
Visiting a local restaurant, bar, or store? Show
them your GPCA membership card and ask
if it is honored in that establishment. If not
and the business would like to learn more,
the contact information for the GPCA is on
your card.

Glover Park Citizens' Association
April 2 • 7 p.m.
GP Community Center at Stoddert
Police Report
Treasurer’s Report
Pepco Rate Increase
Mason Inn Protest
Signage Maintenance
Glover Park Day
2013–14 Slate of Officers
Secretary’s Report
New Business
An up-to-date agenda is available at:
www.gpcadc.org
Don’t Forget the Big Chili. Stoddert’s
big fundraiser is April 27. It’s not too late to
donate items to their auction (contact Nick
Jacobs at nick.jacobs@verizon.net) and tickets
go on sale in April (see story, page 9). Join
your neighbors, eat your chili, and dive into
that wonderful silent auction. It’s for a great
cause and it’s a lot of fun. See you there!

GPCA March 2013 Minutes

T

he meeting was called to order at
7:13 p.m. and began with the introduction of Joe Chapman and two other owners of Arcuri restaurant, which will be opening
in the space previously occupied by Kavanagh’s.
Chapman previously worked in Glover Park at
Austin Grill and Faccia Luna. He stressed that
their establishment would continue with pizza
and Italian fare. Due to uncertainty regarding
construction and permitting, he was unable to
give an approximate date of opening. They hope
to serve dinner later in the evening than many
other Glover Park eateries.
Big Chili. Nick Jacobs reported that the
event would be on April 27 at the Josephine
Butler House, which overlooks Meridian Hill.
He requested the assistance of anyone who
would be able to secure gift certificates for
some of the establishments along Wisconsin
Avenue. Tickets will go on sale after April 6
and will be available at Stoddert Elementary
School or online at Stoddert.org. They are
considering not sending paper invitations
to stay in line with the environmentally
conscious school.

Georgetown Library. Lucy Thrasher,
head librarian, encouraged neighbors to
rediscover the library and utilize its many
services. The library has been reopened now
for more than two years and its programs
include Wednesday morning story time for
little ones, and a host of events (dclibrary.
org/Georgetown). She also reported that they
offer assistance to individuals who may need
help learning how to use their new e-readers
and download e-books from their collection. Neighbors may donate books, one or
two boxes at a time, to the library. Lastly,
she also encouraged folks to check out the
Peabody Room, which provides a wide range
of materials on the history of Georgetown
and Washington.
Treasurer’s Report. Cheri Meyer gave
the report with total revenue at $1,363.33 and
expenses at $3,284.94 with a net income of
-$1,921.61.
Glover Park Day. Meyer reported that
merchant lists were created and that the t-shirt
design was almost finalized. Next meeting will
be March 16 at 9:30 a.m.

Pocket Parks. After some discussion,
it was decided to attempt to hold total cost
per pocket park to approximately $2,000. It
was decided that benches should have backs
and arms and, in some fashion, be unique to
Glover Park. The committee will attempt to
submit plans to DDOT by April 5 to be able
to attend the June 27 Public Space Committee hearing. The president suggested that a
regular maintenance schedule should be set up
for these sites and efforts should be made to
recruit the help of volunteers.
Membership. Allen Tomlinson reported
that current membership stands at 257. He
noted that the association is on a rolling
12-month membership and current members
have a card that can be used at local establishments for discounts on food or services.
Animal Committee. Joan Jedlicka informed the group that the committee continues to meet and has reached out to Principal
Pride in the hopes of creating a dog park in
the wooded lot west of Stoddert Elementary.
They have also requested that additional signs
Continued on page 7
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ANC 3B News

37th and Tunlaw Work Slated to Begin
Brian Cohen

B

y the time you read this, it is likely that
DDOT will have broken ground on the
newly reconfigured intersection at 37th
and Tunlaw. At our March meeting, ANC 3B
heard from DDOT agency representatives
about the upcoming work, expected to begin
in the last week of March and last for four
weeks. In an effort to calm traffic and make
drivers and pedestrians safer, the work will
change the current criss-cross intersection
into two separate t-shaped intersections. For
more on this project, go to www.anc3b.org,
and click on “Issues–Roadway, Streetscape,
and Pedestrian Safety.”
This work will cause a major disruption to northbound traffic—including all
northbound D1 and D2 buses—for approximately two weeks. During this two-week
period, northbound 37th Street will be closed
to through traffic, with traffic detoured to
Wisconsin Avenue. ANC 3B is working with
DDOT and WMATA to minimize problems,
but when this detour goes into effect, we can
expect major disruptions of buses and other
traffic on 37th Street, Wisconsin Avenue, and
side streets.
In other streetscape news, there continues to be concerns about traffic flow on
Wisconsin Avenue as a result of the new traffic
pattern. In early April, Councilmember Mary

Your ANC Members
Joe Fiorillo, 3B-01, North Glover Park
GSCMFiorillo@aol.com, 342-0225
Jackie Blumenthal, 3B-02, East Glover Park
Jackieblumenthal@aol.com, 333-7488
Charles Fulwood, 3B-03, West Glover Park
cfulwood@mediavisionusa.net, 338-9484
Mary Young, 3B-04, Cathedral Heights
mcy65@rcn.com, 895-0268
Brian Cohen, 3B-05, South Glover Park
brian.a.cohen@gmail.com, 337-0134
Visit ANC 3B: www.anc3b.org
or e-mail at info@anc3b.org

Cheh sent out the following announcement
with regard to these concerns:
“There has been a great deal of discussion
on the listservs over these past weeks related
to the Glover Park Streetscape project and its
impact on traffic both on Wisconsin Avenue
and in the surrounding neighborhoods….
At this point, I have scheduled a Roundtable
on the matter for May 1 at 11:00 a.m., where

GPCA Membership Swag
establishments and receive a discount.

 Bourbon Restaurant,
2438 Wisconsin Ave. 10% off meal.

Babes in the Nabe

 Heritage India Restaurant,
2400 Wisconsin Ave.
10% off weekend brunch in April.

Georgette Eftekhari

 Whole Foods, 2323 Wisconsin Ave.
$3 Off Winesday Happy Hour
($2 instead of $5).
 Z Burger Glover Park,
2414 Wisconsin Ave. 10% off meal.
 Capitol Termite & Pest Control,
301-657-4480. 10% off.
Call for details.
 Penske Truck Rentals, 301-951-0437.
10% off local rentals;
5% off one-way rentals.

Glover Park Gazette

April Agenda
The April ANC 3B meeting is scheduled for
April 11, 2013, at 7 p.m. A representative from
the National Park Service will attend to hear
from residents about any concerns regarding
Glover-Archbold Park. If you have questions
about use of the park, maintenance, safety, or
other issues (unleashed dogs in the park are a
frequent source of complaints on the Glover
Park listserv), please plan to attend.



Use your GPCA membership card at the following

 Sargent Cleaners, 2420 Wisconsin Ave.
10% off dry cleaning.

DDOT can come forward with the results of
their analysis and where residents can provide
their feedback on what has worked and what
has not.
“In the interim, I have asked the Department of Public Works to increase enforcement
against double-parking along Wisconsin
Avenue… I have also provided DDOT with
a list of specific areas to consider: ensuring
that any traffic counts begin at 3:30 in order
to cover the after-school traffic; determining
how signal timings are coordinated and how
that coordination or lack of coordination has
affected both automobile and pedestrian traffic
and safety…”
Stay tuned, via the Glover Park listserv
and the ANC 3B website, for updates on
Councilmember Cheh’s roundtable and on
other aspects of the project.

S

pring is here at last! We can finally come
out from hibernation and enjoy the fresh
air, which I’m sure many kids have been
wanting to do! Here are Glover Park’s most
recent additions:
Oliver Madani was born on January 21,
2013, to proud parents Sia and Jenna Madani
on Hall Place.
Jason Funk and Amy Rosenthal of
40th Place welcomed Bennett Richard
Rosenthal Funk, born February 7, 2013, at
3:31 a.m., weighing 8 lbs., 14 oz. and measuring 22 inches.
Talia Rose was born on March 1, 2013,
to Deborah Ayala Srabstein and Ari Houser,
who lived for many years at 4012 Edmunds St.

Alas, they have since
moved to AU Park, but
loved the Glover Park
neighborhood. Her dog
siblings, Buddy and
Olive, welcome Talia.
Congratulations to
all the new parents and
I’m looking forward to
seeing your new babes
around the neighborhood.
If you would like to announce the birth
of your baby in the next issue of the Glover
Park Gazette, please e-mail me at:
georgette.eftekhari@gmail.com.
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Glover Park Village

Friends, Fun, Food: Encouraging Neighborhood Connections
Judith Orvos

I

f you read the Gazette regularly, you probably know that Glover
Park Village (GPV) volunteers provide free services to neighbors
to improve their quality of life. We offer help with transportation
and computer tasks, organization of belongings, gardening, filing—
whatever helps people continue their lives as life changes make things
more difficult.
You may not be aware of all of the free social activities and nutritious meals that are available at Guy Mason Recreation Center courtesy
of GPV. They are yet another way that GPV is connecting neighbors
with neighbors to improve nutrition in our area. If you or someone
you know would like meals delivered periodically, please call GPV at
202-436-5545.
“Friday Free-for-All” Series. GPV’s “Friday Free-for-All” series
offers programs, workshops, and get-togethers—all on Fridays. Topics
span the gamut, from meditation to music, dance to discussion, and
no fee is required to attend. Join GPV from 2 to 3 p.m. on Friday, April
12, for a musical performance by students from Washington International School. At many GPV events, a nutritious free meal is available
through a partnership between GPV and the Campus Kitchens Project
(CKP) of St. Luke’s Mission Center.
“Friends, Fun & Food” Get-Togethers with the Campus
Kitchens Project. From 4 to 6 p.m. on Friday, April 12—and again on
April 26, May 10, and May 24—bring a friend and meet your neighbors
in a relaxed environment at our “Friends, Fun & Food” socials. Chefs
from CKP provide a free meal and GPV sets up fun activities such as

Your Neighborhood Realtor®

Allen Tomlinson

Glover Park resident since 1982
Whether buying, selling, or renting in
DC, MD, or VA, I am ready to work
for you day and night.

Cell: 202.744.5842
Office: 202.362.1300
Allen.Tomlinson@LFN.com
www.agtomlinson.com

The Gazette is online!
Go to:
www. gpcadc.org
and click the
"GPCA Gazette" button
for the latest issue.

Glover Park Village
checkers, cards, and bingo. A project of DC Central Kitchen, CKP is a
national organization that enlists student volunteers from 33 university and high school campuses to fight hunger. To learn more about
or volunteer for the CKP group in Washington, DC, visit http://www.
nationalchurch.org/Serving/Campus_Kitchen.
Parking is free at Guy Mason and transportation is available for
events by writing to GPV at Info@GloverParkVillage.org or calling
202-436-5545.
Glover Park Village is a volunteer-managed 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization engendering aging in community and fostering intergenerational relationships and supported by community donations.
We encourage inquiries from community residents who would like
services to make life easier and we welcome new volunteers.
For more information, visit GloverParkVillage.org. “Like” our
Facebook page (Facebook.com/GloverParkVillage) for regular updates
on GPV happenings.

Real Estate Watch
It’s Spring! Are you ready?
Buyers throughout DC are already hunting for
their new homes. Inventory is at the lowest level
in five years and prices are skyrocketing. Let us
help you quickly and easily prepare your home to
get a top dollar sales price. Don’t spend money
on repairs and renovations that consumers may
not value. Call us now for a no-pressure consultation on exactly what is required—and what is
not required—to get your house sold, stress-free.
Maggie Simpson
MaggieSimpson@LNF.com
(202) 465-2062
Angela Wilson
AngelaWilson@LNF.com
(202) 421-6518

What’s Your Home Worth?
Check www.PropertiValues.com
April 2013
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Healthy Living

Oh Aloe: An Amazing Plant
Martha Rebour

A

loe vera is an amazing plant that has been used medicinally for
thousands of years. The Egyptians, more than 6,000 years ago,
called aloe “the plant of immortality.” It has been used to treat
everything from sunburn to acne to digestive disorders, blood sugar
imbalances, insomnia, infections, cancer, and AIDS.
Like apple cider vinegar, featured in last month’s Gazette, aloe
vera juice is an excellent general detoxifier for the entire system in
that it is alkalizing and thus helps the body maintain a healthy pH.
Aloe also stimulates the metabolic rate which allows the body to burn
more energy. Its juice is rich with essential vitamins and minerals
such as vitamins A, B1, B2, B6, B12, C, E, folic acid, niacin, calcium,
iron, manganese, copper, zinc, and magnesium along with 18 different amino acids and 200 active plant compounds (phytonutrients). It
is also rich with antibacterial and anti-fungal polysaccharides which
help prevent the onset of disease in the body and to fight viral, bacterial, and fungal infections.
If the juice is consumed regularly, you may notice increased energy along with maintaining good health. Aloe works wonders on the
digestive system—it balances inflammation through the entire GI tract,
and helps to heal those who struggle with colitis, ulcers, and irritable
bowel syndrome, by dissolving built-up intestinal plaque and replicating healthy epithelial cells that coat our digestive pipes. It relieves
indigestion, heartburn, acid reflux, bloating, flatulence, peptic ulcers,
and constipation.
The detoxification properties of the juice work in the blood
stream—it helps dilate the capillaries and supports cell growth, and

helps with circulation. The juice is full of anti-oxidants which are natural immune enhancers that help fight free radicals in our body. It also
stabilizes blood sugar and reduces triglycerides.
For skin issues, rub organic aloe vera gel onto the affected area
and leave it there as long as possible to take advantage of its strong
antibacterial healing properties. Aloe vera juice purifies the blood, and
reverses collagen damage and wrinkles. It contains sulfur, which helps
to restore elasticity and flexibility and is also beneficial for healing skin
burns and wounds.
How to choose: If you intend to drink aloe vera juice, always
choose an organic, minimally processed product or grow your own.
I like Organic Whole Leaf Aloe Vera Juice.
How to use aloe: Drink 2 to 4 ounces (approximately 2 shots) on
an empty stomach first thing in the morning. It may have a mild laxative effect, which helps to clear the intestine of toxins.
It’s very important to know though that women who are pregnant or lactating should not be drinking the juice and children should
drink it with caution. As with everything suggested, before you start
incorporating it into your daily routine, consult your doctor first about
the possible side effects and allergic implications. In general though,
almost everyone can enjoy the many health benefits of aloe vera.
Martha Rebour is a Certified Nutritional Consultant and a
member of The American Association of Nutritional Consultants.
She is also a Certified Health Coach by the American Association
of Drugless Practitioners and graduated from the Institute for
Integrative Nutrition.

April at the Georgetown Library
Download free e-books and more from the library’s digital
collection, Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. and Fridays, 10 a.m. Receive
personalized assistance in downloading library e-books,
audio books, music, and more. Bring your own devices
along with your library card number, as well as your Apple/
Amazon passwords.
Poetry reading, April 25, 7–9 p.m. Poets on the Fringe partners
with DC Public Library to celebrate April’s National Poetry Month.
Spend the night with kindred spirits.
Inner Peace Workshop, April 27 and May 25, 1:30–5:30 p.m. Join
us on for a two-part workshop on yoga and meditation.

Movie nights, Tuesdays 6 p.m.—Bon Cinéma,
Films of France
April 2 — Amélie (R, 121 minutes, 2001)
April 9 — Swimming Pool (R, 102 minutes, 2003)
April 16 — The Chorus (PG-13, 95, 2004)
April 23 — Jean de Florette (PG, 133 minutes, 1987)
April 30 — Manon of the Spring (PG, 113 minutes, 1987)
Adam Makos: A Higher Call, April 11, 2013, 7 p.m.
Politics & Prose partners with DC Public Library to present New
York Times best-selling author Adam Makos's book, A Higher Call.

Graphic Novel Book Club, April 4, 7 p.m. Khaled Hosseini‘s The Kite
Runner, Illus. by Fabio Celoni and Mirka Andolfo. Join our book club
to discuss the graphic reworking of a New York Times bestselling
author. Free pizza and soda.

Author Talk, April 13, 2–3 p.m. Author Barbara Glickman and
photographer Valerie Brown discuss their book, Capital Splendor:
Parks & Gardens of Washington, DC. Stunning photos and in-depth
essays describe the nation’s many famous and beautiful gardens,
from Dumbarton Oaks to Meadowlark Gardens. Signed copies of
the book will be available for sale.

Creative Juices Writing Club, second and last Tuesday of every
month, 7–9 p.m. Ginger Ingalls, local poet and author, teaches
the techniques to find the flow of words from within.

Georgetown Library is located at 3260 R St., NW.
For information call 202-727-0232 or
www.dclibrary.org/georgetown.

Glover Park Gazette
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Photos by Deena Loeffler

Where Am I?
Deena Loeffler

H

ello neighbors! This month I thought
it would be fun to focus on some of
the architectural details present in our
neighborhood. Here in Glover Park, we have a
mix of older buildings and new constructions
visible on many streets, sometimes side by
side. Have you looked at the Glover Park History website (http://gloverparkhistory.com)?
You may learn something interesting about
where you live. I found an ad for my building
that was published in 1939—the cost of housing was very different back then.

The photos for this month are all details
that have caught my eye on my walks through
the neighborhood. The first image shows part
of an unusual entryway that is often used
by young residents of the city as they attend
classes. You may have seen this colorful detail
on the weekends while picking up some
produce or browsing antiques. The second
image can be found above an entryway to one
of our many dog-friendly residential buildings. Perhaps you have seen this carving while
heading to your community garden plot or

on your way to a volleyball game. The third
image leads to an entryway to a large building
on a busy corner in Glover Park; nearby is a
fig tree to the south and an embassy to the
north. Good luck guessing and I’ll be back
next month!
Our mystery photo boundaries are:
Glover-Archbold Trail to the west, Fulton
Street to the north, Naval Observatory to the
east and Jelleff Rec Center/Social Safeway/
Hardy Middle School/Whitehaven Parkway to
the south.
Answers to March 2013’s Where Am I?
Picture 1: Max’s Best Ice Cream,
2416 Wisconsin Ave., NW
Picture 2: Glover Park Ace Hardware,
2251 Wisconsin Ave., NW
Picture 3: MarcParc,
2201 Wisconsin Ave., NW

GPCA Minutes

Ariadne
Henry

Continued from page 3

be posted stating that no dogs are allowed on
Stoddert Field.
Minutes. The minutes from the February
were approved unanimously.
New Business. Michael Fabrikant, the
Ward 3 Liaison for the Office of Neighborhood
Engagement at DC Government, introduced
himself and offered his assistance to anyone
with any issues. He can be reached at Michael.
Fabrikant@DC.gov or via phone at 297-6566.
He also announced a Ward 3 town hall meeting on April 30 at Deal Middle School. This
meeting is to discuss the city’s budget.
Sophia Henry voiced her concern for the
ANC’s unanimous vote to approve the city’s
zoning adjustments. She suggested that the
group read the proposed changes. Fabrikant
stated that he would try to get someone to
address this issue at the next GPCA meeting
on April 2.
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Worship Sundays at 5PM
St. Luke’s
3655 Calvert Street NW
at Wisconsin Avenue

Serving others through Grate Patrol,
on the first Sunday of each month.

For all your
needs in
DC and VA.
Your Glover Park
neighbor.
Active in the community.
Expert in Sales, Rentals and Management.

extending radical hospitality,
transforming lives,
pursuing justice

REAL ESTATE

The Small office with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800
metrocrossroads.org

April 2013
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Commercial Strip Confidential

Second Strip Club Nearly Ready to Open
Margaret Guroff

J

P’s Night Club (2412 Wisconsin Ave.) will reopen sometime in
May, according to managing partner Philip Mathew. “We have
not planned for an open house, but welcome all our neighbors to
attend our grand opening once a specific date is finalized and posted,”
Mathew says. The strip club will open at 4 p.m. daily, with live entertainment starting at 5 p.m., he adds.
The club’s liquor license has been in a dormant status called “safekeeping” since its original building was destroyed in a January 2008
fire. As soon as the license is reactivated so the bar can open, the
Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration will allow neighbors to
challenge its suitability to operate through a formal hearing process.
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3B, which has sought to end the
club’s license in the past, is expected to make a formal protest.

On November 2, Einstein Bros. Bagels applied for a building permit
to construct a 55-seat restaurant at 2233 Wisconsin Ave., in the
former home of Vespa and Fan Fair. Because the proposed restaurant
would use disposable utensils and food-warming equipment, it is
considered a fast food establishment under District zoning regulations.
This means it needs a zoning exception to operate at its proposed
location. Einstein’s has applied for this exception, and its zoning case is
scheduled to be heard on June 4.

On April 24, the Mason Inn (2408 Wisconsin Ave.) will argue for the
right to serve alcohol on a new rooftop deck. ANC 3B and a group of
nearby neighbors represented by attorney Milton Grossman will argue
against. Opposing forces will meet at a hearing before the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Board.
The Mason Inn was scheduled to challenge a noise complaint at
an ABC Board hearing on March 27, after our deadline. In addition,
the bar faces charges stemming from an October 2012, incident in
which an ABRA investigator reported seeing a physical fight between
a patron and an employee. No hearing had been scheduled in that case
at press time.
Finally, ABRA is investigating an incident at the bar on November 22, 2012. According to a police report, a “highly intoxicated” man
reported having been struck by a stranger inside the bar. He left the
building and returned with a small folding knife tucked into his shirt
sleeve. The man was twice refused re-admission by Mason Inn bouncers, and he voluntarily turned his knife over for safekeeping.

In late March, a brouhaha erupted on the Glover Park Yahoo newsgroup
over renovations at Whole Foods (2323 Wisconsin Ave.). The work has
reconfigured the express checkout lanes, causing confusion and, some
say, longer waits. “Is anyone feeling like ‘What the heck happened to
our store?’” asked one listserv member. According to marketing team
leader Katie Wolffe, the changes are part of a major renovation that is
still in process. Future developments include a refreshed café area that
serves wine and beer. Wolffe expects the renovations to be complete by
the fall, and says that shoppers should see shorter waits as the store fills
10 vacant cashier positions. “Sometimes change is a little hard, but we
are committed to making this work.”
Additional reporting by Laurie England. Got a question or a hot tip
about the commercial strip? E-mail csctips@gmail.com.
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Arcuri, the trattoria coming to the former Kavanagh’s Pizza Pub space
at 2400 Wisconsin Ave., is expected to open late this month, according
to co-owner Adam Hiltebeitel.

L

Heads & Nails manicure salon recently opened in the first floor of
2352 Wisconsin Ave., the former home of Shade & Shutter Shack.
A massage therapy studio called Massage Escape Spa is planning to
occupy the building’s second and third floors.
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Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment
in Glover Park since 1966
2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
www.goodguysclub.com
202-333-8128



Monday-Thursday 11am-2am
Friday-Saturday 11am-3am
Sunday 4pm- 2am

L

The home of Tennis Zone, 2319 Wisconsin Ave., is for rent at $110,000
per year, according to an online listing. “Currently a 2,700 square foot
building. Up to 3,400 square feet available with proposed landlord
buildout,” the listing states. Building owner Alfred F. Motta did not
respond to an e-mailed request for comment.

The kitchen is always open!
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GoodGuys

On February 20, the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board cancelled the
liquor license for Margarita’s Restaurant (formerly at 2317 Wisconsin
Ave., the current home of Sprig & Sprout). The licensee, Maria Villalta,
closed Margarita’s several years ago. Lately, she has tried unsuccessfully
to find a new location for her restaurant or a buyer for her license.
At press time, two of the 14 full-service (CR) licenses permitted under Glover Park’s liquor license moratorium were unused and
unapplied-for, according to an Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration spokesman.

Twist at the Savoy Suites (2505 Wisconsin Ave.) offers a “bottomless buffet” brunch. “Unwind from your weekend with our famous unlimited
pours of mimosas and tangy Bloody Marys,” an announcement urges.
The brunch, which also features a variety of entrees, salads, and desserts,
runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sundays. Cost is $29.95 per person.
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A Gentleman’s Club
Only 21 and over, please
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If It’s Spring, It Must Be Big Chili Time
Karen Landes

S

pring in DC means cherry blossoms, but
for the Stoddert PTA it means the Big
Chili! A 30-year tradition, Stoddert Elementary School’s silent auction, affectionately
known as the Big Chili, is one of our most beloved and important PTA fundraising events
of the year. The annual auction brings together
the entire community for an evening of merriment, camaraderie, and most importantly,
fundraising. Each year the auction funds approximately 30% of our annual budget.
This year, the Big Chili will be held on
Saturday, April 27 at the historic Josephine
Butler House overlooking Meridian Hill.
This grand Renaissance-Revival mansion,
originally built as the vice president’s house,
provides an elegant and festive space for our
annual event.
Stoddert’s solicitation team has been
working hard since January to reach out to
previous donors and connect with new ones.
This daunting task has been made easier this
year with the acquisition of new auction software that will assist us in tracking donations,
ticket sales, and checking out winning bidders
at the end of the auction.

As is always the case, it is our very own
Stoddert community that proves to be the
most generous, providing donations of cottages and cabins, as well as Nationals, Redskin,
and Caps tickets. These donations are precious
to us and help us in hiring additional staff
such as a librarian and garden educator. If you
would like to make a donation you can pick
up a form in the Stoddert lobby or online on
our website (just follow the Big Chili link). No
donation is too small—or too big! They are all
much appreciated.
Tickets will be available in early April
online at www.stoddert.org.

&

“AMERICA IS OUR LOCAL”
A family friendly, American gastropub featuring
responsibly sourced american products.
We offer a kids menu with healthy options
Now serving breakfast on Saturdays and Sundays, 7:30 a.m.– 4 p.m.
Half price wine night on Thursdays.

Keep Glover Park
Bird and
Cat Friendly
GPCA Animal Committee

S

pring is upon us! The days are longer,
flowers are growing, and grass is getting
greener. Spring also signals the arrival
of migrating songbirds and the birth of new
baby birds.
Although not the primary cause of
declining numbers of songbirds, domestic cats
do contribute to the problem. Our purring
feline friends are still predators and have a natural instinct to chase and kill birds as well as
bunnies, chipmunks, and other small wildlife.
A single cat may kill up to 35 birds a year,
significantly cutting down on the beautiful
music our resident birds make. While a cat’s
hunting instinct may be useful inside our
homes if there are rodent intruders, it has a
negative effect in our backyards and neighborhood. Nests are particularly vulnerable to cats
on the prowl, and the spring months are when
cats can do the most damage.
Indoors is Best. There are reasons why
keeping cats indoors is best for both felines
and their prey. Outdoor cats face an array of
dangers from cars, dogs, wild animals, and
disease, and have a sharply lower average life
Continued on page 10

Choose from over 40 vintages.

Tuesdays Family Happy Hour:
All kids menu items are $2 off and if your younger diners finish their veggies,
they receive something sweet to eat free of charge!

www.mayfairandpine.com
Follow us on twitter to keep up with our newest specials
@Mayfairandpine
2218 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington DC 20007
202-333-2090
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Parenting in the Park

Whose Life Is It Anyway?
Paige Trevor

I

was recently inspired by the TV show
“Modern Family.” Claire (mother of three)
was at Disneyland with her kids and was
fretting over her teenage daughter’s, Hailey,
choice in boyfriends. Walking down Main
Street, the conversation with her dad goes like
this.
Claire: It’s just so frustrating because I
know I can’t run Hailey’s life. But if she would
just let me, I would be so good at it.
Claire’s dad: Right, because parents always know what’s best for their kids (dripping
in well-earned sarcasm).
Can anyone relate? If only they’d listen to
our wisdom, if only they’d follow the directions, if only they’d learn from our mistakes
(or triumphs).
It’s not their job. It’s not our kids’ jobs
to live the life we didn’t (or did) live. If we
got bad grades and learned how important
education was only when we got kicked out of
college, it’s not our kids job to be studious. If
we had a packed social life as a child, it’s not
our child’s job to want the same schedule of
play dates. If we were sad, it’s not their job to
be happy. If we obeyed our parents and never
made a wrong move, it is not necessarily our
kid’s job to do the same.



Keep Glover Park
Bird and Cat Friendly
Continued from page 9

expectancy—less than five years compared to
up to 20 for indoor cats.
If you feel that your cat must go outside,
consider building an enclosure or run, accessed through a window or pet door. Cats
can also be walked on a harness and leash,
allowing them to enjoy the outdoors without
endangering themselves or wildlife.
You can also enrich your indoor cat’s
environment by providing shelves or perches
near windows for sunning, and kitty condos or
climbing trees to appeal to their natural interest in heights. A variety of toys are available
for sale, but a ribbon dangling from a pole, a
discarded box, or a balled piece of paper will
also help your cat exercise her mind and body.
So, as you begin to enjoy the warming
weather outdoors, please keep your cat inside
to protect your best friend and the environment around you.

Glover Park Gazette

Sometimes they cooperate. Sometimes
though, they play along. For some phases, our
kids might just be who we expect, they might
go with the flow of our demands. They might
not balk at what we sign them up for or they
may naturally study or be sociable or like to
look tidy and clean. If this is case, be sure to
acknowledge that they are cooperating with
you and this not something you did.
What is their job? Their job is to figure
out how they want to live their own lives. Are
they morning or night people? Are they dressy
or casual? Are they academic or action oriented? Are they planners or procrastinators?
Are they introverts or extroverts?
Then what do we do? We can’t just sit
around and do nothing. We can notice when
they are energized and excited and when
they are morose and unhappy. We can reflect
back to them what we notice. “Hey, I noticed
when you worked a little bit at a time on that
history paper you were puffed up and proud
and when you waited until the last second to
do the Science Fair project you were angry.”
You can set firm limits around some activities. Worried about a kid who wants to be on
gadgets all the time instead of with friends?
Then limit the amount of time they can have

Can’t sell your house?
Can’t move on?
We provide $$$ and help to:
• Clean & inventory
• Fix & paint
• Sell, move & re-settle

h
Home & Estate Services
202-251-6076

a screen in front of their face and endure the
shrieks of boredom and see how they choose
to fill up the spare time.
Enjoy them how the are today. Kids are
perceptive and still new at interpretation.
Our tips on how to study better, eat more
nutritiously, style hair, dress for success, have
more friends, be a better student, etc.—they
often hear it as criticism, not love. It’s not how
we mean it, but it’s often how they internalize
it. In the end, it’s not your homework, your
body, your hair, your clothes, your school.
It’s their life, and even though you know
better, sit back and be there to watch their
life unfold. Be there to offer advice (when
asked), a hug (when needed), and a listening
ear (always encouraging). They want you to
admire and appreciate them for being just
who they are today.

Call CARLOS
240-328-4906

. Gutter Cleaning
. Leaf Removal
. Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping
. Seasonal Mulching & Weeding or Year-Round Care
. Interior & Exterior Painting
. Deck Painting
References available upon request
Also available in Maryland and Virginia

* Free Estimates * No Job Too Small

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
j Many references
j Great Prices
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

301.593.0131

703.647.5055
www.tylerprint.com
for all your printing needs since 1959
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Glover Park History

The Civil War
on Georgetown
Heights
Carlton Fletcher

Your neighborhood needs you!

Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association.
For as little as $20,
you can become a member of the GPCA.
What does that get you?
A voice and a vote at GPCA monthly meetings, and the
knowledge that you're helping contribute to the well-being
of our little burg. And it's so very easy to join.

One of the first state militia regiments to
answer Abraham Lincoln’s call to defend
Washington in 1861 was the 79th New
York Infantry, a volunteer militia regiment
sponsored by the Caledonian Society of
New York City.
Initially encamped at Georgetown College, the “Highlanders” set up their second
camp—christened Camp Lochiel—about
where the Russian embassy is today. A week
later they were in Virginia.

See the details on page 2 of this newsletter (another
thing the GPCA supports). Or even easier, go to
www.gpcadc.org and pay online.

AN ADVISOR WHO KNOWS THAT

COMMUNITY
MEANS MORE THAN JUST LOCATION.

Fatigue and dress uniforms of the 79th New York
Infantry, 1861.

Helping you raise a family, build a business or even retire in Washington, DC.
is something we’ve been committed to for five years strong and counting. A
Merrill Lynch Financial Advisor can work with you to develop a customized
strategy that combines financial know-how with a deep understanding of who
you are. We are here for you.

Pamela S. B. Wise, CRPC®
Senior Vice President–Wealth Management
Senior Financial Advisor
(202) 659-6109
http://fa.ml.com/pamela.wise

Our neighborhood history is now
online at gloverparkhistory.com!

Merrill Lynch
1152 15th Street NW, Suite 6000, Washington, DC 20007

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce,
Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of
Bank of America Corporation. Investment products:
Are Not FDIC Insured

Are Not Bank Guaranteed

© 2012 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-05-12-0636
ARP6D0L1-06-11

Check Out
gloverparkhistory.com

May Lose Value

Click on A Brief History of
Glover Park for the quick tour,
or go to Glover Park, and check
out Neighborhood Images,
Family Album, and Oral History
and Reminiscences.

Have memories and
photographs to share?
E-mail carlton@
gloverparkhistory.com

Code 444612PM-0912
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7 Things You May Not Know About Selling a Home
While some parts of buying a home are fairly
simple, no part of the home selling process
is simple. When I’m a seller agent, my job
involves preparing a home for sale, marketing it,
negotiating contracts and handling the process
and problems. You need an expert in each area,
since every part is critical. Here are 7 things
you may not know about that an expert agent
knows:
1. Staging. A home purchase is an emotional
purchase. A home which isn’t “homey,” is
vacant or cluttered, isn’t neat and clean, has
deferred maintenance, etc., attracts fewer
buyers.
2. Use of Internet and Photos. In 2012, 47%
of buyers found the home they bought on

the internet. A home which doesn’t have top
flight photography optimized for internet
and print materials attracts fewer buyers.
3. Virtual Tours. The best tours are HD quality
tours which cost agents more money, not
MLS generated tours. A virtual tour shouldn’t
be substitute for an actual tour. Very few
buyers buy sight unseen. If a virtual tour is
low quality or has photos it shouldn’t have,
your home attracts fewer buyers.
4. Agents. In 2012, 33% of buyers found the
home they bought through an agent; 89% of
buyers used an agent to buy. Agent marketing is critical to the home selling process.
5. Print ads. In 2012, just 1% of buyers found
the home they purchased in a print ad. Print

J.P. Montalvan, MBA
301.922.3700 (direct)
202.333.1212 (oﬃce)
jp@dcmetropolitan.com
www.dcmetropolitan.com

ads help agents market themselves, but print
ads don’t sell homes.
6. Negotiation. Most people, and most agents,
have no formal training in negotiation,
which affects your final price and terms.
7. Selling Performance. Just because an agent
sells a home – even with multiple contracts
– doesn’t mean the agent delivered the best
possible price and terms. If an agent doesn’t
know or focus on how buyers buy homes in
2013, that agent is unlikely to maximize price
or terms.
You deserve an agent who is an expert in all
these areas. And with an expert agent, you’ll do
the best you can with the sale of your home.

5 acre Darnestown estate
boasts unrivaled craftsmanship,
majestic Great Hall, 8 BR, 12 BA,
replica English Pub, Billiards
Room, Guest House, sweeping
vistas. $2,495,000.

