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Stoddert’s Principal Starts a New Chapter
Randy Rieland
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Ariadne Henry

I

t’s likely that at least a few times during
the past month, after driving through
slush or sliding on ice during his commute in from Silver Spring, Donald Bryant
has wondered, “What was I thinking?”
A year ago at this time, he was in Fort
Meyer, Florida, where the average high temperature in February is 77 degrees, and the
last time it snowed was in the 19th century.
But once he gets to his office in Stoddert
Elementary School, all thoughts of balmy
February nights fade as he plunges back
into the latest chapter of a 40-year career in
public education. Since last July, he’s been
Stoddert’s principal; it’s a job that demands
his full attention.
From the start, Bryant says he was
impressed by both the quality of the school’s
teachers and the engagement of its community. “Everyone I’ve met from Glover
Park has been very warm and articulate,” he
said, adding that he’s been impressed by the
involvement of not just the mothers, but also
the fathers in the community.
He also says he’s been pleased with the
openness of the faculty to fresh ideas, including teachers who have been at Stoddert for
decades. “One of the challenges when you
come into a new setting is building relationships with the staff,” Bryant noted. “You don’t
want to come in and act like you have all the
answers. But I’ve found that some of the more
veteran teachers have been the most supportive of new ideas.”
One of those ideas is the launching of
a “Gifted & Talented” program for particularly promising students, making Stoddert
the first elementary school in the District to
offer one.
Bryant estimates that 5 to 10 percent
of Stoddert’s 385 students could participate
in the program, for which they’ll be pulled
from their regular classes several times a

Donald Bryant, Principal of Stoddert Elementary School.

week for more challenging, and hopefully,
enriching, work.
“It was obvious that we needed to offer
more to these students if we really want to
serve those who have special ability,” noted
Bryant, who said he thinks his greatest
achievement of his first year there has been
“helping teachers believe that we can do better than we’re doing.”
Even though 84 percent of its students
are from the surrounding community,
Stoddert remains a particularly diverse
school. The latest estimate is that Stoddert
families speak more than 30 different languages and that one out of every five speaks
English as a second language. A big chunk
of that group—roughly 50 kids—comes
from the Russian embassy. While that makes
Stoddert distinctive, it also presents unique
challenges, such as the difficulty many of the
Russian children have in mastering what Bryant referred to as “academic English.”

“We need to be understanding about
this,” said Bryant. “They are very smart
students.”
All of this is a very long way from the
days when he was a high school band director
back in Wisconsin. Music was a big part of
his life in his younger days—he helped pay
for college by playing piano and singing in
bars—but he doesn’t have much time for it
these days.
While his wife, Julia, is teaching music
at Shepherd Elementary School, Bryant has
to settle for occasionally sitting down at
their piano at home. He’s had to cut down
on other activities, too, although as a former
marathoner, he said he wants to get back into
running again.
For now, though, Bryant, at 61, thinks
he’s staying young by keeping up with all
those little kids.
“That,” he says, “is the best part of
the job.”
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President’s Report

Shaping the Future of the Gazette
Sheila Meehan

W

hen fabled magazines bite the dust
and major newspapers collapse,
how do you continue to finance a
small, beloved neighborhood newsletter with a
storied history and an avid audience? We will
be taking up the financing of the Gazette and
its future at the March GPCA meeting, and we
hope you will join the conversation. Below are
some things you may want to think about…
How is the Gazette financed? For much
of its history, local ads underwrote all or most
of the Gazette’s printing costs. In this regard,
we were lucky—and atypical. Most citizens’
associations either spend a major portion of
their membership dues on their newsletter or
restrict its distribution to members only.
In recent years, however, the composition
of our business community changed substantially—moving from a predominance of local
owners with a long history in Glover Park to a
growing number of businesses whose priorities are determined at corporate headquarters.
Ad revenues have dwindled and the long-time
link between our businesses and the community—and its newsletter—has eroded.
What are our options? There are many:
we can intensify efforts to boost memberships,
work harder to drum up business support, examine different types of GPCA memberships,
reduce our circulation to members only, cut

back on page length of Gazettes (the balance
between GPCA and neighborhood interests is
crucial, however—especially for our advertisers), or move the entire publication online.
Our belief is that the Gazette is a “community good” and a major contribution to
the neighborhood. So, how do we continue to
provide a publication that reflects Glover Park
and informs us?
Looking to the near and long term.
In the near term, we believe there are steps
we can take to put the Gazette on a sturdier
financial basis, including:
Increasing local business advertising
and/or support. We will need enthusiastic and
committed ad coordinators to reach out to and
work with our businesses. If you are interested
in our Avenue’s role in Glover Park and willing to help, please contact me at president@
gpcadc.org.
Reducing expenses. Publication of the
GPCA Minutes is the reason why the Gazette
exists, but we publish a ninth issue for Glover
Park Day. We propose a June issue that is devoted to Glover Park Day and whose expense
is linked to its budget. We will also re-examine
the number of copies we publish.
zthis is a challenging but timely opportunity to examine what readers want from the
Gazette. We propose a survey to capture their

Glover Park Citizens' Association
March 4 • 7:00 p.m.
GP Community Center at Stoddert
Police Report
Snow Woes: Trash and Mail Deliveries
Gazette Financing
Glover Park Day
Guy Mason Playground Renovation
Treasurer's Report
Membership
Secretary’s Report
New Business
Please check www.gpcadc.org for updates.
input. We also want to put the results of the
survey to work. We will form a Communications Committee and ask it to take a broad
view of the Gazette, our website, and other
communication tools. The committee will
look at the Gazette’s financing and distribution
options and examine potential expansion of
membership numbers and the possibility of
electronic distribution of the Gazette.
Please attend the March meeting,
respond to our upcoming survey, and join the
continuing discussion of the Gazette’s future.

GPCA February 2014 Minutes
Jarrett Ferrier
The meeting began at 7:05 p.m. with a call to
order from president Sheila Meehan.
Police Officer Bryant reported on crime
in the area, noting that there was no further
information on a reported “assault with
vehicle” that had occurred in the vicinity of
Benton and Tunlaw in January. Beyond that,
he said, there were no specific concerns or
issues though he urged citizens to be aware
of their belongings (purses, cell phones, etc.)
and not leave such items untended in public
spaces. Questions were asked about a new
traffic enforcement camera at 39th and Calvert.
The officer said that it is a mobile camera and
may not be in that location indefinitely. He
was unsure who makes the determination of
where and when these cameras are placed.
Officer Bryant has encouraged residents
to contact him at alton.bryant@dc.gov for
traffic-related issues.
Guy Mason Renovation. President
Meehan encouraged everyone to come out to

learn more about slated renovations for the
grounds, specifically playground, at Guy Mason. The Department of Parks and Recreation
will present initial designs and take questions
and comments at Guy Mason from 10:00 a.m.
until noon on February 8.
DC Office of Aging. Representatives
from the Office of Aging provided a thorough
presentation on aging and disability services
in Washington, DC. Chantelle Teasdell,
Associate Director of the city’s Aging and
Disability Resource Center, explained that
their agency is working closely with the
Mayor’s office to make our city “age friendly.”
A brochure on their strategic plan through
2017 was handed out, and Dr. Teasdell outlined the four goals they hope to achieve: 1)
making DC an inclusive and accessible urban
environment encouraging active and healthy
aging, 2) linking every senior to the resources
they need for independent, productive living
in the community; 3) ensuring that seniors

have access to nutritious meals and physical
and recreational activities, and helping them
to be financially prepared for retirement and
their long-term care needs; and 4) creating
and strengthening partnerships to implement
innovative practices and improve senior services. The city has a resource center in each
ward, with Iona House on Albemarle Street
serving Ward 3.
Dr. Teasdell also explained that seniors
can receive a “benefits checkup” at Iona
House, where they will learn about all of
the benefits available to them. Everyone was
encouraged to learn more at www.dcoa.dc.gov,
including information about the upcoming
Seniors Symposium. Linda Irizarry can be
reached by phone at 202-535-1442.
Gazette Financing. This discussion was
postponed until the March meeting to have
enough time to discuss the topic.
Continued on page 11
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ANC 3B News

Wisconsin Avenue Changes Coming Soon
Brian Cohen

T

he ANC passed a resolution at its
February meeting (held a few days
late due to snow) as a near-final step
towards restoring Wisconsin Avenue back to
its previous lane configuration with important
fixes to protect pedestrian safety. The change
back is scheduled to occur this spring and will
include allowing two-way traffic on the block
of 35th Street between Wisconsin Avenue and
Whitehaven, with a signal installed at that
intersection.
The pedestrian safety resolution calls on
the District Department of Transportation
(DDOT) and the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) to install speed cameras in two
locations: one north of Calvert as cars head
down the hill into Glover Park and the other
near Holy Rood cemetery as vehicles head
down the hill towards Burleith and Georgetown. Working in partnership with ANC 3C
(east side of Wisconsin Avenue north of Calvert), we also support a proposal to deal with
the dangerous pedestrian crossing at Fulton
Street. While we could not get a traffic light
at this intersection due to opposition from
ANC 3C and DDOT (because there are signals
at both Edmonds and Garfield streets), our
compromise position calls for 1) the Fulton
Street bus stop to be moved one block north to
the signalized intersection at Garfield Street,
reducing the need for pedestrians to cross at
Fulton; and 2) the installation of additional
safety measures—such as HAWK signals—at
the Fulton Street intersection. With bus stops
at Calvert, Edmonds, Garfield, and just north
of Massachusetts, riders will only have two
blocks between stops. We have also recom-

Your ANC Members
Joe Fiorillo, 3B-01, North Glover Park
GSCMFiorillo@aol.com, 342-0225
Jackie Blumenthal, 3B-02, East Glover Park
Jackieblumenthal@aol.com, 333-7488
Charles Fulwood, 3B-03, West Glover Park
cfulwood@mediavisionusa.net, 338-9484
Mary Young, 3B-04, Cathedral Heights
mcy65@rcn.com, 895-0268
Brian Cohen, 3B-05, South Glover Park
brian.a.cohen@gmail.com, 337-0134
Visit ANC 3B: www.anc3b.org
or e-mail at info@anc3b.org.
Follow us on Twitter! @anc3b

mended lifting the rush hour left turn restriction from outbound Massachusetts Avenue
onto Observatory Circle because it forces
anyone trying to get to Glover Park to turn left
onto residential 36th Street and cut through
Massachusetts Avenue Heights.
The ANC also approved a resolution
calling on DDOT and MPD to address the
dangerous traffic on 42nd Street, on which
drivers often speed and ignore the stop sign at
Beecher Street. We hope that some combination of a speed camera and/or stop sign
camera will alert drivers to the need for care in
this residential area of Glover Park.
We also approved an agreement between
ANC 3B and Good Guys to settle our protest



On The Bus

Babes in the Nabe

Edna Small

Lisa McCluskey

The hand of the child
so small, with tiny nails,
curled exquisitely in sleep,

The snowy, cold winter has me wondering
if there will be a lot of birth announcements
next fall. Keep us posted! Welcome home to
our newest neighbors.
Patricia and Matthew Gill recently
moved to 39th Street with their son Alexander
Ramsey, born February 6, 2013.
Ulysse Maël Arteta-Chevalier was born
at home on January 26, 2014. Ulysse lives
on Calvert Street with his parents and his
siblings, Solenne and Clovis.
Maeve Agnes Chandonnet is the latest

the father’s body firm
against his drowsing son
who stirs, then stands,
his intense gaze takes in
the world, piece by piece.

0
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of the establishment’s application to renew
its liquor license. The settlement agreement
amends the agreement currently in place and
prohibits Good Guys from seeking to offer
nude performances in private spaces unless
JP’s gets permission to do so or the District
changes the law about maintaining a 3-foot
distance between dancers and patrons. This
provision will be in place no matter who owns
Good Guys. It also includes an agreement to
encourage performers to enter and exit at the
back of the building and to place a security
camera outside the front entrance.
The renovation of Guy Mason playground is moving forward with a lot of participation from the community. At a public meeting in February, residents commented on what
they liked and didn’t like about three proposed
designs. Those comments will be worked into
a single design which residents can comment
on at the third public meeting in March. This
has been a very cooperative and productive
process and we expect great results when the
playground is finished. Work will begin after
June 7, when Glover Park Day will celebrate its
25th anniversary, and last for about 4 months.
For more information on this project, see the
ANC 3B website at www.anc3b.org.
The ANC will meet next on March 13 at
7:00 p.m. at Stoddert Elementary. The meeting
will feature officials from DC Water to discuss
their Green Infrastructure Proposal, which
would attempt to control sewer overflows
into Rock Creek and the Potomac by building
$30 million worth of green infrastructure in
Glover Park, Georgetown, and neighboring
communities.

addition to the 2300 block of Huidekoper
Place, born February 3, 2014.
Send in your news to Lisa McCluskey at
lkmccluskey@gmail.com.
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DC Department of Parks and Recreation

Playground Makeover Option 2: Time and Play Theme.

Playground Makeover Option 3: Animal Homes Theme.

Brent Sisco from the DC Department of Parks and Recreation.

Scott Vakerics

Playground Makeover Option 1: Constellation of the Summer Sky Theme.

Guy Mason Playground Makeover, Round Two
Randy Rieland

Y

ou might think it shouldn’t be all that complicated to renovate
a playground—bring in some new swings and more things for
kids to climb on or spin around, maybe throw in a little fountain where they can run through jets of water in the summertime.
But it’s not quite that simple. A team of landscape architects
hired by the District’s Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)
came to the Guy Mason Recreation Center in early February and
presented their ideas for how to revamp the center’s playground. And
while the response of those who attended the meeting at Guy Mason
seemed more positive than negative, they had plenty of questions.
How much of the playground’s surface would be synthetic and how
much would be real turf? What would the synthetic surface be made
of? Would the renovation take into account how the space is used
for Glover Park Day? And could something finally be done about the
lousy drainage that results in large muddy puddles along the sidewalk
whenever it rains?
Architects Holt Jordan, Meg Herndon and Lee Jennings from
Jordan Honeyman Architecture answered what they could—they will
be addressing the puddle problem—and promised to more carefully
weigh the potential impact on Glover Park Day when they refine their
plans. They did, however, provide other key details including:
A ramp will be built from Wisconsin Avenue down to the sidewalk that runs parallel to the third base line at Guy Mason Field to
allow people with strollers to avoid lugging them up and down stairs.
They’ve proposed building a small stage along with pavilion

seating that would be configured into the hillside sloping down from
Calvert Street.
None of the large trees that provide shade over the playground
will be touched.
The same goes for the stone memorial to Lyles Parachini, a playground regular who died at the age of three in 2007.
The inscribed bricks sold as part of a fundraising campaign for
Guy Mason several years ago may be moved but will stay on the site.
The small dog park in front of the recreation center won’t be
affected.
An exercise track for adults, an idea that had been floated in an
online survey, couldn’t be worked into the layout.
Ideas that evoked a positive reaction were a kid’s observation deck
proposed to be constructed on the hillside angling up to Wisconsin
Avenue and a small “water play” area. But other concepts got a cooler
reception, including one in which dozens of small mounds would have
been spread through the playground mimicking a constellation in the
summer night sky.
Brent Sisco, a landscape architect for DPR, said the planners
would incorporate the feedback into a revamped plan that will be
presented to the community later this month. The $1.5 million project is scheduled to begin this summer after Glover Park Day, which
will be held on June 7, 2014.
You can take a look at the proposals on the DPR website at
http://dpr.dc.gov/page/play-dc-guy-mason-playground-renovation.

March 2014
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Glover Park History

The Joseph T. Kengla House, circa 1881
Carlton Fletcher

D

uring much of the 19th century,
starting as early as about 1810, the
northern extension of Georgetown
that is now part of Glover Park was dominated
by what has been described as a “syndicate
of master butchers,” whose calling was to
provide the markets of Georgetown and of
Washington City with meat products of every
description.
Joseph T. Kengla, a dealer in beef, lamb,
veal and mutton, with a stand in Centre Market, was of the third generation of that family
on Georgetown Heights and built his house in
about 1870. By the time he died in 1927, his
family had resided in upper Georgetown for
more than a century. His house made way for
the Calvert Theater, and today it is the site of
the Sheffield at 2320 Wisconsin Avenue.
Glover Park History is online at
www.gloverparkhistory.com
Click on Neighborhood for Neighborhood
Images, Family Album, and Oral History
and Reminiscences
Memories and photographs to share?
E-mail carlton@gloverparkhistory.com

March Happenings at the Georgetown Neighborhood Library
Author Talk with Beverly Schwartz on Saturday, March 8,
2014 at 2:00 p.m.
Beverly Schwartz will discuss her book “Rippling: How Social
Entrepreneurs Spread Innovation throughout the World.”
Winner of this year's Nautilus and Axiom Business Book
Awards, this book provides a blueprint for visionary thinking
in the social sector and describes how people tackle social
and environmental challenges by drawing on empathy,
innovation, creativity, passion and persistence to make real
changes around the world.
Sunday Writing Workshops 2:00–4:00 p.m.
•
Memoir Writing, March 9. We will do some in-class
writing in response to prompts and have a chance to
discuss our work, and if applicable, larger projects.
•

Creative Nonfiction, March 16. In this class we will be
writing and sharing our work. We will compose pieces
in class and then workshop them, offering constructive
feedback and ways to further develop the material into
more polished work.

Glover Park Gazette

•

Crafting Fiction on the Macro Level, March 23. This
class will touch on developing plots and full-bodied
characters in short fiction and novels.

•

Crafting Fiction on the Micro Level, March 30. This class
will focus on writing beautiful sentences and creating
vivid detail in short fiction and novels.

Teen Tech Week Celebration, Wednesday, March 12
at 4:30 p.m.
Teen Tech Week is March 9–15, and we’re celebrating with
a party featuring streaming music, demos of the Library’s
nonfiction streaming video resource Access Videos on
Demand, and snacks.
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Where Am I?
Deena Loeffler

H

ello neighbors! This month I decided
to feature some of the staircases in
our neighborhood. There are many
variations of stairs seen throughout our
residential streets; perhaps you ascend or
descend these stairs in your everyday life. The
first image is located by one of the educational facilities in Glover Park; you may have
walked by on your way to the community

gardens or a volleyball game. Hint: there is an
artistic sculpture nearby. The second image
is a beautiful staircase in front of a private
home. Hint: look for red bicycles about a
block away. The third image serves as a steep
alley between two neighborhood streets, allowing for pedestrian traffic to enter from the
commercial areas. Hint: there is a redesigned
intersection nearby.

Our mystery photo boundaries are:
Glover-Archbold Trail to the west, Fulton
Street to the north, Naval Observatory to the
east and Jelleff Rec Center / Social Safeway /
Hardy Middle School / Whitehaven Parkway
to the south.

Answers to February 2014’s
Where Am I?
1. 3708 Calvert Street NW
2. LADO International Institute,
2233 Wisconsin Avenue NW
3. 2115 37th Street NW


Glover Park Village

Join The “Village” Movement and Help a Neighbor
Judith Orvos

I

f you read The Washington Post or watch
NBC Nightly News, you may have seen
recent coverage about a new “movement” sweeping the nation. It’s the “Village”
movement—grassroots organizations that
connect neighbors with neighbors to help
people age gracefully at home. Glover Park
Village is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that is part of
that movement, and, if you’re looking to give
back to or get involved in our community,
we have many ways to put your talents to use
as a volunteer.
Glover Park Village is a completely volunteer-run organization that charges nothing
to residents of Glover Park, Cathedral Heights,
Massachusetts Avenue, and other nearby
areas who want help because of a temporary
or chronic health issue or physical limitations
associated with aging. What kind of help do

we provide? It runs the gamut from driving
someone to the grocery store or to a medical
appointment (our #1 request) to shoveling
snow, raking the yard, or sorting through paperwork. Besides pitching in for neighbors, we
also need volunteers to help with set up for the
free social events (dinners, classes, and workshops) that Glover Park Village hosts at Guy
Mason Recreation Center and to perform all
of the administrative and management tasks
involved in running a social service agency.
Sign up to volunteer and be part of
Glover Park Village’s vision for creating a
neighborhood where intergenerational connections flourish and no one is forced to move
prematurely because of aging or disability.
The time commitment is up to you, and
our screening process is simple. Visit www.
GloverParkVillage.org and click on “Volun-

teer for Glover Park” in the menu. Complete
and mail the Volunteer Application and
Permission forms or email the forms to info@
GloverParkVillage.org. You can also reach us
at 202-436-5545. Our volunteer coordinator
will be in touch with you to provide more
information, get to know you, and find out in
what areas you have interest in helping.
Not ready to volunteer yet? We invite
you to come to one of the social events
listed on the calendar on the Glover Park
Village website, meet representatives from our
organization, and get to know us better. We’re
proud of our organization—started in 2010
and supported by community donations—and
extremely grateful to our volunteers for how
they continue to respond to the hundreds
of requests for help that Glover Park Village
receives from neighbors every year.

March 2014
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Commercial Strip Confidential

Good Guys, ANC Reach License Renewal Agreement
Margaret Guroff

D

ancers arriving at Good Guys (2311 Wisconsin Ave.) before
5:00 p.m. will have to enter the building from the rear, under
a new compromise agreement between the strip club and Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3B. The agreement, which must be
submitted to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board for approval, clears
the way for a three-year renewal of the club’s liquor license.
The ANC formally protested the license renewal in a bid to win
concessions from club owner Ben Zangeneh. A similar protest against
the neighborhood’s other strip club, JP’s Lounge (2412 Wisconsin
Ave.), in 2011 ended that club’s daytime hours. Now, nude dancing is
not allowed at JP’s until 5:00 p.m., which reduces activity outside the
club during the hours when impressionable children are likely to be out
and about.
The ANC had hoped to negotiate a later opening time for Good
Guys, which now opens at 11:00 a.m., but realized during discussions
that the change could force Zangeneh to sell the club to an unknown
and potentially less cooperative owner. Zangeneh has owned Good
Guys since 1974 and has traditionally been a supporter of community
institutions such as Glover Park Day and St. Luke’s Shelter.
The new agreement also forbids Good Guys from creating private
dancing spaces for one or two patrons, unless another strip club within
two miles is permitted to do this. (Last year, JP’s tried and failed to
gain permission from the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board for such
spaces.) And the agreement requires Good Guys to place a security
camera outside its front entrance. In recent years, a few scuffles have
occurred on the sidewalk in front of the establishment, and in 2007, a

✯

✯

✯

✯

✯

✯

GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment
in Glover Park since 1966
2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
www.goodguysclub.com
202-333-8128

Glover Park resident since 1982
Whether buying, selling, or renting in
DC, MD, or VA, I am ready to work
for you day and night.
I can offer my clients a 10% discount
with Penske Truck Rentals.

The kitchen is always open!

✯

✯

Glover Park Gazette

✯

✯

Cell: 202.744.5842 • Oﬃce: 202.362.1300
Allen.Tomlinson@LNF.com
www.agtomlinson.com

b

✯

It’s the Law

District law requires property owners to clear their sidewalks,
handicap ramps, and steps within the first eight daylight hours
after snow, sleet or ice has stopped falling. (DC Code, 2001
Ed., § 9-601.)
Please help your neighbors and do your part!

Allen Tomlinson

Friday-Saturday 11am -3am
Sunday 4pm - 2am

A Gentleman’s Club
Only 21 and over, please

Got a question or a hot tip about our commercial strip? Email us at
csctips@gmail.com. Confidentiality is assured.

Your Neighborhood Realtor®


Monday -Thursday 11am -2am

b

man who had been kicked out of the club for unruly behavior returned
and started a fire that killed a young manager.
g
Oscar Amurrio has applied for a permit to add a restaurant to his
home at 2138 Wisconsin Ave. The mansard-roofed brick rowhouse,
which has for years been obscured by a blue construction fence, sits
next to the vacant lot at 2140 Wisconsin where developer Zak Elyasi is
building eight luxury condominiums. On the other side of Amurrio’s
property is 2136 Wisconsin, a tan, blocky architectural monstrosity
that now houses SunBrite Windows and Doors on its ground floor
and rental units above.
Amurrio, whose father was born in Spain, says he plans to build
a front addition to his home that would house a Spanish restaurant on
the ground level. The second floor would house Amurrio’s decorative plastering business, Eight Brothers, and the upper floors would
include two dwelling units. The building would have a modern glassand-limestone façade, in keeping with the glass-front condos going up
next door, he says.
In October, the city government issued a stop-work order to
Amurrio for doing foundation work on his property without a permit.
He filed his building permit application on January 9.
g
Chipotle (2338 Wisconsin Ave.) has a new vegan option: sofritas, a
spicy shredded tofu braised with chipotle chili and poblano peppers.
The restaurant also offers online ordering at www.chipotle.com, as
well as a catering menu for groups as large as 200.
g
Additional reporting by Laurie England.
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The Urbanist

City Cycling
Abigail Zenner

D

on’t be afraid to bike in the city. Plenty
of Glover Park residents own bicycles,
and many use them as a form of transportation. But what is it that helps someone
see their bicycle as a source of transportation?
After writing and talking to fellow residents,
stories emerged about people who love to ride
their bikes but fear riding in city traffic. I used
to be one of those people, too.
What got me through the barrier was
learning from the collective knowledge of
regular bicycle commuters. They taught me
how to plan my route, what to watch out for,
ways to keep safe, and how to handle difficult
situations. Most of this advice was gathered
from Twitter and social media, but there are
other ways to learn as well.
The most important resource for bicycling information is the Washington Area
Bicycling Association (WABA), www.waba.
org. If you are thinking about biking more but
aren’t sure where to begin, you should look up
WABA’s many educational programs. These
classes teach some basic city cycling skills.
One important class is the Confident City
Cycling course, a three hour course to help
cyclists better understand what is involved in
cycling in the city. The course has all different
levels depending on your level and what you
want to learn. It can be as basic as bike maneuvering and as complex as managing traffic.
The great thing about these courses is
learning how to be safe, visible, and legal. They
prepare cyclists for the kinds of situations
they may encounter out on the streets. If you
want to get started sooner, and you like social
media, there are some places you can go. On
Twitter, most of the local biking community
uses the hashtag “#BikeDC.” The hashtag will

bring you information about whatever might
be going on out on the road at this very moment. The other great thing about Twitter is
the ability to ask a question. For example, you
could tweet, “what’s the best route to Dupont
from Glover Park #BikeDC?” and you will get
some answers.
If you’re not a Twitter person but you
like Facebook, there are some groups there
as well. There is a Women and Bicycles group
where you can ask questions about everything from what to wear to where to go. Some
of the local bike shops also have classes that
can teach you about basic bike maintenance
and other handy tips. Additionally, if you
aren’t quite ready to go out on your own,
you can look out for various kinds of group
rides. Last fall, I went on a bike tour sponsored by the Coalition for Smarter Growth
and learned a lot about bike infrastructure
including trails, bike lanes, bike signals,
Bikeshare, and even what the future of biking
in DC might be.
Finally, if you are ready to go right now,
just put on your helmet and take these simple
tips to get started:
1. Watch out for doors. Car doors are
very dangerous to cyclists, so when you ride
on our especially narrow streets, you may not
want to ride all the way to the right.
2. Don’t be afraid to take the lane. You
may feel bad about slowing down the traffic
behind you, but you have every right to be
there. Also, when you ride directly in front of
or behind a car, you are actually more visible.
If you ride slowly up 37th Street, you will be
better than any traffic calming measures.
3. Be predictable. Follow the rules of
the road, signal your intentions, and make

sure drivers can see you. Remember to have
a bell for pedestrians and lights if you ride
after dark. Remember that DC law now allows
bicyclists to go ahead at lights with pedestrian
leading intervals, so always look at the walk
sign and follow that.
Finally, enjoy your new way of getting
around; it will make you happier and healthier.
Don’t forget to smile and say hi to your neighbors as you ride by, and say hi to me if you see
me on my red bike.
Happy cycling!

5% Day Benefits
Glover Park Groups
With an impending snow storm and
St. Valentine’s Day nearing, Whole
Foods had a busy day on February 11,
and three local nonprofits benefitted
from it.
The store reported that the proceeds
from its latest 5% Day would allow
it to donate $7,100. The amount will
be split equally among the Friends
of Guy Mason, Glover Park Village,
and Healthy Living, Inc. The day-long
event also allowed volunteers from the
nonprofits to showcase their work.
Congratulations to all!



Veronica
Housecleaning Service

zBurger

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
j Many references
j Great Prices

a Free Soda Monday
a Free fries Tuesday with

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

301.593.0131

šA
r Lovers
Burge

Glover Park

two burgers combination

m 10% Students Discount m
Limited Time Oﬀer
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Parenting in the Park

The Blooper Reel
Paige Trevor

B

loopers. We all have them. Sometimes
we hide them, sometimes we lie about
them, and sometimes we try to forget
about them. I’m talking about those awful
parenting moments when you know you’ve
made a giant mistake. Perhaps you’ve yelled,
maybe you forgot to pick someone up, it might
be that you laid the shame and blame on a bit
too thick, or you were sarcastic and mean or
terse and mean spirited.
It’s ruined… FOREVER! There is one
blooper that lives on in our family. We can
laugh about it now, but, at the moment, no one
was giggling. We had just redecorated the second floor of our house, and I had new, beautiful, white linen drapes installed on the wall
of windows in the bedroom. One of my kids
was upstairs doing homework in my room,
and I went casually up to check on him. On
the shelf below the curtain, I noticed a book, a
notebook, and an uncapped sharpie. WHAT?
AN UNCAPPED SHARPIE? WHAT WAS HE
DOING WITH A SHARPIE IN THE FIRST
PLACE? I approached the sharpie, and what
do I see on my linen curtain? A thin green line
of permanent marker. I turned on my heel,
looked straight in his face, and yelled, really
yelled. “It’s RUINED… FOREVER!!!!”
Love means having to say you are sorry.
Being a smart kid, he high tailed it into his
room, apologized, and left me alone to freak
out. And freak out I did. How could he be

Ariadne
Henry
For all your
needs in
DC and VA.
Your Glover Park
neighbor.
Active in the community.
Expert in Sales, Rentals and Management.

REAL ESTATE

so disrespectful? Why can’t we have nice
things? Why do they sell sharpies? No one
with children should be able to have sharpies in their house. Why? Why Me? Once that
ran its course, the parenting remorse set in.
He didn’t ruin the drapes on purpose. It really
could have happened to anyone, and it often

Chat with Mary Cheh on March 8!
The next Chat with Cheh, our Ward 3 councilmember, will
be held on Saturday, March 8 from 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. at
the Guy Mason Recreation Center. The new DC chief financial
officer, Jeff DeWitt, will join Councilmember Cheh.
The meeting is open to everyone, so please plan to attend.

Naval Observatory Tours Are Back in Full Swing
Monday tours of the U.S. Naval Observatory
are back! According to the U.S. Naval
Observatory (USNO) website, public tours are
offered on selected Monday evenings from
8:30 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. except on Federal
holidays. Tours will include a presentation
of the mission and history of the Naval
Observatory, a view of USNO's timekeeping
responsibilities with a presentation/
explanation of the Master Clock system, and
(weather permitting) viewing of celestial
objects with the 12-inch Alvan Clark refractor
with an Astronomer. At least two tours are
generally scheduled each month. Tours take
place "rain or shine;" however they may be
cancelled if the weather is hazardous.

The Small office with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800

Glover Park Gazette

does. With my emotions in check, I went in
and apologized for losing it, he apologized
for Sharpiegate, and we moved on with our
evening. I was really sorry for yelling like a
crazy person, and he really was sorry for writing on the drapes. We love each other and are
imperfect. We both apologized, and we both
remembered that people are more important
then things.
It’s still there… The faint green line is
still on those drapes. I hardly ever notice it,
and, when I do, I smile at the blooper reel that
plays in my mind of that evening. It’s a good
story now. I tell it in my parenting classes to
illustrate how you can lose it, apologize, and
make up, all in about half an hour. So what’s
your blooper reel? Have you apologized for it?
Can you laugh at it now? Family life is full of
bloopers, and, luckily, we can get up the next
day and try again and again and again. Maybe
someday we’ll all be ready for our close ups!

If a specific Monday doesn't fit your schedule,
or if you would like more options for telescopic
viewing of astronomical objects in the
Washington area, be sure to check the USNO’s

links to local observatories, planetaria, and
amateur astronomy groups at www.usno.
navy.mil/USNO/about-us/local-observatoriesplanetaria-and-clubs.
Individual and group tour passes must be
reserved in advance for every Monday night tour.
You may use the online request form or send a
fax to the Public Affairs Office at 202-762-1489
to secure a reservation. Requests for reservations
should be submitted at least 2–4 weeks before a
scheduled tour. You must provide the names and
dates of birth of all individuals in your party. An
individual requester can apply for a maximum of
20 spaces for an organized group.
For additional information about the USNO
public tours or to register for a tour, visit
www.usno.navy.mil/USNO/tours-events/
tour-information/tour-information-for-usnowashington-dc.
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February 2014 Minutes
Continued from page 3

Treasurer’s Report. Cheri Meyer reported that between the January and February meetings, GPCA revenue was $1,591.67
resulting primarily from dues and Gazette ads.
During the same period, GPCA expenses were
$21.69 for PayPal fees and the telephone bill.
Membership. Allen Tomlinson reported
that as of February 4, the GPCA has 317 members, which includes 250 households.
Secretary’s Report. Vice President
Melissa Lane asked for any comments and
discussion of the January minutes as published
in the latest Gazette. Hearing none, she asked
for a motion to approve the January minutes.
It was duly seconded and the minutes were
approved by a unanimous vote.
New Business. Marsha Goldberg announced that Glover Park Village was holding
a “Friday Free for All” on Valentine’s Day,
Friday, February 14. It is an “age friendly”
event and will include a special dinner and a
movie. Patricia Clark announced that on Tuesday, February 11, Whole Foods will donate
5 percent of the day’s profits to three Glover
Park nonprofits: Glover Park Village, Healthy
Living, and Friends of Guy Mason.
Having no further business and a wintry
mix predicted for the evening, President Meehan adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m.

Work with the WASHINGTON METRO area’s BEST agents!

LEIGH REED
JAMIE COLEY
Representing Buyers & Sellers
for 25 years in DC, MD & VA
coleyreed@gmail.com
888.907.6643 Main
240.497.1700 Long & Foster Office
“The most important part, outside of
finding a buyer, was the good advice you
gave us and your professional expertise on
all aspects of selling our home. You made
the whole process painless.”

www.coleyreed.com
#150 out of 1.1 million agents in
the U.S. by The Wall Street Journal
in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013.
Visit us on Facebook at
Facebook.com/ColeyReedHomes
Follow us on Twitter at
@ColeyReedHomes

Living Healthier

Lovely Leeks
Martha Rebour

L

ong and light green, cigar shaped with
a round white bottom and fine hairs for
roots, leeks look like a much larger and
thicker version of scallions. In fact they are
from the allium family of vegetables, the same
family as scallions, onions, garlic, chives, and
shallots. They are nutritional powerhouses,
have a slightly sweeter taste than onions, and
are easy to prepare.
Leeks and other allium vegetables are
known for their ability to protect against heart
disease and cancer. Part of what gives them
these properties is their sulfur compounds,
which also gives them their distinct flavor
and aroma. The sulfur compound sulforaphane can increase the capacity of the liver to
detoxify harmful, cancer-causing compounds.
Specifically, they contain flavonoids that
stimulate the production of glutathione (the
tripeptide that is the liver’s most potent antioxidant). Glutathione enhances elimination of
toxins and carcinogens.
Leeks contain significant quantities of
vitamins A and K, along with healthy amounts

of folic acid, niacin, riboflavin, magnesium,
and thiamin. B vitamins in leeks, in particular,
may support heart health by keeping levels
of homocysteine in balance (elevated levels
of homocysteine are associated with heart
disease, blood clots, and stroke). Leeks also
contain a number of antioxidants, such as vitamin C and quercetin, which may have diseasethwarting and age-avenging properties.
Leeks can be eaten raw in a salad, but I
especially love them sautéed with garlic.

thoroughly; leeks tend to have a lot of dirt
in them so make sure you clean between the
leaves very well. Mince the garlic.
Heat oil and butter over medium heat. Add
garlic. Simmer for about 3 minutes.

Butter Sautéed Leeks with Garlic
Ingredients (serves 4):
3 stalks of leeks
3 cloves of garlic, minced
2 tbs extra virgin olive oil
2–3 tbs unsalted butter
Sea salt to taste
Preparation:
Cut the bottoms off the leeks and slice
the stalks in half the long way. Wash

Once the butter has stopped bubbling, add
the leeks. I would recommend cutting the
leeks in half.
Sauté the leeks over medium heat until they
are soft and slightly translucent adding salt
to taste as you go. This should take about
5–8 minutes, depending on how many leeks
you are preparing.
Serve and enjoy!
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Save the Date!

Glover Park Day 2014
will be held on

Saturday, June 7*
* After some initial indications that we would have to reschedule Glover Park Day 2014 to

accommodate the Guy Mason playground renovation, the Department of Parks and Recreation has
given us the green light to hold Glover Park Day on its traditional first Saturday in June.
So mark your calendars!

The 25th Glover Park Day Celebration
is on for
Saturday, June 7, 2014
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
on the grounds of the
Guy Mason Recreation Center

3 Things You May Not Know About
Buying a Home
Some parts of the homebuying process are fairly simple,
but most things aren’t.
1. A preapproval letter from an experienced, responsive local
lender is essential. Inexperienced lenders don’t handle details
which can lead to denial or even default.
2. An agent with renovation experience and an experienced
home inspector are critical. An agent with renovation knowledge
can help you with needs and costs before making an offer. An
experienced agent is not a substitute for an experienced home
inspector.
3. A complete comparative market analysis (CMA) is crucial.
Recent sales data is important, but statistical analysis is vital, so
you know what to offer, and when to walk away.

J.P. Montalvan, MBA

Managing Director, Brandon Green Residential
Executive Director, Keller Williams Capital Properties

301.922.3700
www.brandongreenresidential.com

