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The Exalted Grand Poobah Rolls On
Randy Rieland

F

   elix Sambuchino still remembers a lot
about the first Glover Park Day. It was
June, 1990, back when it was more idea
than institution, back when the neighborhood party was crammed into the lot behind
what’s now the Wells Fargo Bank.
There was only one band that day.
But there was beer and, as Felix recalls, the
vendor was set up right next to a guy selling
very salty pretzels. He sold a whole lot of beer,
although, as it turned out, it wasn’t legal since
no one knew a permit was needed.
Small detail. Everyone had plenty of fun
and the parking lot soiree generated more
money than anyone had anticipated.

The Poobah Cometh

It was also the first appearance of the “Grand
Poobah.” The event needed an emcee,
someone who could make announcements,
introduce people, keep things moving. “They
wanted someone who could walk around
with a mike and talk,” Felix remembers. “I
said I can do that.”
But he figured it wouldn’t hurt to add
a dash of whimsy. So he called himself the
“Grand Poobah,” a title lifted from The
Flintstones—that was the self-important head
of the lodge of which Fred Flintstone and
Barney Rubble were devoted members. In
subsequent years, Felix gave himself a promotion to “Exalted Grand Poobah.”
The Flintstones connection is apt, given
that Felix and his wife, Brenda, and their
daughter, Kiersten, came to Glover Park in
what now qualifies as the Stone Age.

Settling in Glover Park

Felix arrived in DC from Erie, PA, in 1969 to
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resulting in a lot of late-night
calls from people in the neighborhood befuddled by their
computers.
And he played in the Glover
Park Coed Softball League
from 1988 to 1997. His team,
made up mainly of people from
the neighborhood, won three
championships.

Taking the plunge

take a job with UNIVAC, one of the country’s
first computer companies, back when the
machines filled whole rooms. A year later,
he moved into an apartment at the corner of
39th and Davis Streets, and the following year
Brenda and Kiersten joined him.
It was a two-bedroom unit, and the price
was right—$118 a month, plus another $12
if you wanted an off-street parking space.
They also liked how close it was to Stoddert
School—just across the street from the field.
Felix and Brenda still live there, although
now it’s their condo. They played a big role
in their building’s conversion, making sure,
among other things, that the elderly tenants
were protected and able to stay in their homes
if they wanted. Brenda also was very involved
in planning the landscaping.
Over the years, Felix became more active
in the larger community. He was president
of the Glover Park Citizens’ Association in
the early 1990s. More recently, he also served
as the tech expert for Glover Park Village,

But Felix’s signature role has
been as the Grand Poobah. He’s
done it every Glover Park Day
since 1990, with the exception
of one year when he and Brenda went to a
wedding in North Carolina.
For the last few years he has also taken
breaks from his emcee duties to spend a few
hours working in the dunk tank to help raise
money for the Animal Rescue League. One
day, according to his count, he went into the
water 56 times.
He recalls an afternoon when there
weren’t many takers at the tank.
“Then they made an announcement that
it was time to dunk the Grand Poobah,” said
Felix. “And, all of a sudden, all these people
were streaming toward me in droves. I felt
like the Pied Piper of Hamelin.”
He’s 70 now, but plans to be back out
there for the next Glover Park Day on wwHe
concedes that by the end of the day, his body
feels it. But the banter part, well, that’s never
a problem.
“You’ve been sitting here hearing him
talk,” Brenda laughs. “He could do this
all day.”

27th Annual Glover Park Day g June 4
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If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.
1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
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President’s Report

Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, May 3 • 7:00 p.m.
GP Community Center at Stoddert

Getting Involved
Melissa Lane

W

e have such a fun and active
neighborhood. Ever thought about
getting involved in neighborhood
activities but weren’t sure where to turn?
Opportunities abound. For example,
think about working with one of our many
community groups. Friends of Guy Mason
provides both resources and support to its
eponymous recreation center. Friends of the
Glover Park Community Center (co-located
at Stoddert Elementary School) supports the
needs of their rec center and is always looking
for volunteers to help with the annual holiday
party that they co-sponsor with GPCA in early
December.
And please get involved in the GPCA!
To start, our signature event, Glover Park
Day, is coming up on June 4, and there are

lots of things to do. Cheri and Amanda
(gloverparkday@gpcadc.org) will welcome
you with open arms!
And speaking of volunteering, I want to
thank my officers—Jack, Allen, Paul, Jarrett
and Joe—for all their hard work on behalf of
GPCA this past year. A huge thank you also to
Sheila, Nora, and Randy for producing a top
notch Gazette every month and to Dick and
Elaine and their band of volunteers who get it
delivered. And thank you to all the members
of the GPCA whose numbers have swelled this
year. We wouldn’t be able to be involved in
so many aspects of the neighborhood without
your support.
This column is my last as President as I
will be sworn in next week as the Commissioner for ANC 3B03 to fill the remainder of

Police Report
DC Water Downspout Disconnection
Program, Lillia Ledezma, DC Clean Rivers
Project Update on Glover Park Day
Election of GPCA Officers for 2016–17
Membership Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report
New Business
Check www.gpcadc.org and the
Glover Park list serv for updates.
Abigail Zenner’s term. Abigail did an amazing
job. Filling her footsteps will not be easy, but I
will do my best.
Again, thank you all for a great year. See
you at Glover Park Day!

GPCA April 2016 Minutes
Jarrett Ferrier
The meeting began at 7:06 p.m. but with no
representative from the police department,
the meeting moved forward to a presentation
on the new Savoy. Matt Wexler, representing
Foxhall Partners, provided the gathering with a
complete presentation on what will be known
as The Glover Park Hotel. The Kimpton chain
will manage the hotel, and a grand opening is
scheduled for June 15. Mr. Wexler mentioned
that the hotel will continue to honor the 15%
discount to Glover Parkers.
He also hopes that neighbors will enjoy
the restaurant, gym (Urban Athletic Club),
ballroom, and other amenities. The space is
currently undergoing renovations to all areas.
He addressed the concerns voiced by neighbors in the Massachusetts Avenue Heights
Citizens’ Association regarding a rooftop deck.
Kimpton has put that project on hold until
all other aspects of the hotel are in order. He
is hopeful that an agreement will be reached.
Foxhall Partners will also be doing clean up and
maintenance on the Wisconsin and Calvert traffic triangle on Earth Day, April 22.
DC Tree Box & Canine Regulations.
Karen Spector-Keating provided a list of “do’s
and don’ts” per D.C. regulations. The report
was in response to concerns raised at earlier
meetings. She pointed out that by adhering
to the regulations, no one could be liable for
accidents occurring with regard to tree box
or canine issues. In addition, she noted that

many regulations are currently not being followed and some regulations seem antiquated.
Tree box areas (between street and
sidewalk) can be decorated but must stay four
feet away from fire hydrants, include decorative barriers only on three sides (not along
the curb), and contain plants no higher than
18” high and mulch, but not gravel. The city
may remove any decorative work that does
not adhere to these regulations. Paul Holder,
who walked the commercial strip with Mayor
Bowser, expressed dismay that improvements made in front of businesses were to
be removed.
Regulations on canines state that four
feet is the maximum length of leashes and that
dogs are allowed off leash only in designated
dog parks. Pet owners are required to pick
up after their dogs. A representative from the
mayor’s office noted that signs encouraging
neighbors to pick up after their dogs can be
obtained from DC’s Health Department.
Status of the Glover Park Liquor
License Moratorium. Milton Grossman
reported that despite opposition from ANC 3B
and GPCA presented at a March 30 hearing,
the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration is likely to grant Rite Aid a Class A
license that will allow them to sell beer, wine,
and spirits. He thinks a ruling will be made
within a few weeks.
Slate of Officers for GPCA 2016–17.

Marsha Goldberg presented the Election
Committee’s slate: President, Jarrett Ferrier;
First Vice President, Jack Everett; Second
Vice President, Allen Tomlinson; Treasurer,
Paul Thrasher; Secretary, Karen Pataky, and
Sergeant-at-Arms, Joe Fiorillo. Individuals
interested in running may put their name in
nomination by contacting Marsha Goldberg
before the May meeting or by nominating
themselves at the May meeting.
Membership Report. Allen Tomlinson
reported that there are currently 407 members
and 272 households represented. He noted
that the envelopes continue to be a helpful tool
and that they may be included in the May or
June Gazette.
Treasurer’s Report. Paul Thrasher gave
the numbers for both February and March
with current total assets at $43,006.30. The
report was approved unanimously.
Secretary’s Report. The minutes
from the March meeting were approved
unanimously.
New Business. Glover Park artist Sherry
Kaskey encouraged neighbors to check out
the Jackson Arts Center’ Open House at
3050 R Street on May 1. Light refreshments
will be provided. Marsha Goldberg mentioned
that a “Lunch and a Movie” program will be
held at the Guy Mason Recreation Center on
May 13. The film will be Mrs. Doubtfire.
The meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

May 2016
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ANC3B News

How to Vote and Current Issue Updates
Jackie Blumenthal

A

t ANC3B’s April meeting, Kevin Newsome of the DC Board of Elections
demonstrated new machines that will
be operating during both the June 14 primary
and the November 8 general elections. While
paper ballots will still be available, the new
machines should speed up voting time. These
touch screen “ballot markers” print out a ballot you can double-check and then feed into
the same machine that accepts paper ballots,
thus allowing all votes to be tabulated together.
An ID is not required, but bringing one helps
poll workers find your name easier. The last
day to change your address is May 16 for the
primary and October 10 for the general. This
year, if you don’t update your voter registration with your new address in time, you will
not be allowed to cast a provisional ballot
from your new address. You will have to vote
in your previous voting location. Early voting
will be held May 31–June 11 at One Judiciary
Square from 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. You can
also vote early at the Chevy Chase Community Center on June 4–June 11 during the same
hours. Go to www.dcboee.org to learn more.
Agenda Changes. We tabled a proposed
resolution regarding the ANC Omnibus
Amendment Act of 2016—just introduced to
strengthen the work of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions—until we learn more
about it. Also, a grant request was received too
late to be considered at the meeting. It will be
taken up in May. ANC3B prefers to use the
funds allocated to it by the District to make
local grants that benefit our neighborhoods
and welcomes requests from groups that serve
Glover Park and Cathedral Heights. See the
grant guidelines at www.anc3b.org.
Fillmore Funding, Continued. John
Claud, the president of Fillmore Arts Center
PTA and a Stoddert dad, explained that although funding was restored to allow Stoddert
students to benefit from the arts program at
Fillmore for one more year, he fears that without a loud and sustained outcry from parents
and communities, the funding will not be
extended beyond the end of the 2017 school
year. Fillmore offers art and music classes
to students from Stoddert and four other
elementary schools that do not have room for
such activities. It is an exceptional program
that offers arts studios, theater space, a kiln,
and instruments. Three Fillmore students
were finalists in the art contest sponsored by
the Cherry Blossom Festival, and 6 of the 50
finalists in a nationwide Crayola contest had
attended classes at Fillmore. John raised the

Glover Park Gazette

2015–2016 ANC Members
Ann Mladinov, 3B-01, North Glover Park
ann.mladinov@gmail.com, 202-270-0777
Jackie Blumenthal, 3B-02, East Glover Park
jackieblumenthal@gmail.com, 202-333-7488
Vacant, 3B-03, West Glover Park
Mary Young, 3B-04, Cathedral Heights
mcy65@rcn.com, 202-895-0268 (h),
202-997-9715 (c)
Brian Turmail, 3B-05, South Glover Park
bturmail@yahoo.com, 703-459-0238
Visit ANC 3B: www.anc3b.org
or e-mail at info@anc3b.org.
Follow us on Twitter! @anc3b

alarm about Fillmore teachers being moved
out of the school, saying that he believes the
ultimate goal is to shutter Fillmore entirely. He
urged concerned Fillmore supporters to not
only email the Mayor but also pay attention to
the DCPS budget process and get involved.
Homeless Shelter. The latest news about
the Mayor’s proposal to build temporary
housing for homeless families at Edmunds
Street and Wisconsin Avenue is that the DC
Council is unlikely to vote on the legislation
on April 19 as originally planned because of
continued concerns about excessive costs and
site selections, particularly in Wards 1, 3, 5,
and 6. By the time you read this, more will be
known about the timing.
We also announced that Ward 3 Councilmember Mary Cheh has submitted three
alternative sites to the Mayor for assessment:
3320 Idaho Avenue, the site of the Second
District Police Department, which is Districtowned land; 3101 Albemarle Street, the former residence of the Polish ambassador, which
could be renovated into temporary housing
and is close to the Metro and a variety of bus
lines; and 4100 River Road, the site of City
Church, which can be renovated and, in addition to being properly zoned for multi-unit
housing, is near Metro and buses. The Ward
3 site chosen by the Mayor will need several
zoning variances, which could take a long
time to resolve; is on only one bus line and is
not near Metro; and has costs per unit that
are one of the highest in the Mayor’s proposal.
We have uploaded links to information and
updates at www.anc3b.org and will continue to
post what we learn on this issue.

Liquor License Moratorium. ANC3B
and the Glover Park Citizens’ Association presented our joint proposal to renew the Glover
Park Liquor License Moratorium for five
years, and continue to bar issuing new licenses
for taverns, nightclubs, and full-service liquor
stores. The moratorium will no longer prevent
issuing new restaurant licenses. At the hearing,
lawyers for Rite Aid opposed including Class
A liquor store licenses in our moratorium
because Rite Aid seeks one to sell beer, wine,
and spirits. A ruling on our request and Rite
Aid’s opposition is likely to be made within
the next few weeks.
ANC3B-03 Seat Filled. Melissa Lane,
who is stepping down as president of the
Glover Park Citizens’ Association in May, will
become the Commissioner for West Glover
Park (ANC3B-03), filling the seat recently
vacated by Abigail Zenner. Melissa previously
served on the ANC and is a seasoned, committed activist with a wealth of knowledge on
Glover Park matters. We are fortunate to have
her on the Commission.
DC Water Town Hall. Commissioner
Mladinov updated us on the DC Water’s
April 21 Town Hall, which provides residents
with the opportunity to ask questions about
DC Water policies, pricing, and plans for the
future. It will be held on the UDC campus in
the new student center building from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Staff will be on hand to answer questions about the status of the sewer replacement
project in Glover-Archbold Park.
Clean Rivers Initiatives. At the May 12
ANC meeting, DC Water representatives will
present plans for green infrastructure projects
in Glover Park as part of their Clean Rivers
program. These projects will test alternative
ways to reduce storm water runoff, including
installing impervious alley surfaces and collection drains in tree boxes and parking lanes.
Specifics sites and tactics will be discussed at
this meeting.
Jackson Arts Center. Glover Park resident Sherry Kaskey invited everyone to the
annual open house at the Jackson Arts Center
at 3050 R Street, across from Montrose Park.
The arts center is home to the studios of local
artists, including Ms. Kaskey, working in a
variety of mediums. Thirty artists will be on
hand to showcase and sell their art from noon
to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 1.
Next Meeting. ANC3B will meet on
May 12 at Stoddert at 7:00 p.m. Our agenda
will be posted at www.anc3b.org and circulated on local list servs.
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Glover Park History

A Glover Park Childhood in the Twenties
Carlton Fletcher
An excerpt from a reminiscence written in
2003 by Ellen McDowell Keyes, who was born
on Hall Place in 1920 and lived there until she
was nine.
When I was a girl, milk was delivered right
to your door. In winter it would freeze in the
bottle, and the cream would expand out of
the top, which had a paper cap. A truck from
the Jewel Tea Company brought tea, cakes,
cookies, sweet buns, and pies. There was also
a laundry man, a honey man, and a scissors
grinder who had a monkey with him that
wore a little red cap. The vegetable man had a
horse and wagon. (One time, when he wasn’t
looking, I bit into a red pepper, not knowing
what it was, but thinking it might be good,
and burned my mouth!) People on Hall Place
got their eggs from Mr. Fuchs, our neighbor
who kept chickens.
People kept food in an icebox cooled
with a block of ice, and they would put a little
sign in their window to tell the ice man when
they needed more. The iceman had a horse
and wagon, and when it was hot the children

would follow him down the street to suck
on the ice chips that flew off when he cut
ice blocks to carry into the houses. That was
good, but even better was when our neighbor
bought a large piece of ice, scraped it to make
snowballs, and served them to us with different flavors poured on top.
There were stores, too. Sometimes our
neighbor, Mr. Bailey, would walk us up to
Pearson’s Drug Store for Wilber Bars and ice
cream, or the newest thing, which was sherbet.
At Dacey’s Deli, we bought one-cent Tootsie
Rolls or mints—if you got a pink mint, you got
a prize. At the Piggly-Wiggly store, there were
punch cards, and, if you were lucky, you could
win a red wagon.
Glover Park History is online at
www.gloverparkhistory.com
Click on Neighborhood for
Neighborhood Images, Family Album,
and Oral History and Reminiscences
Memories and photographs to share?
E-mail carlton@gloverparkhistory.com

Farmers Market Reopens May 7!

Signs of spring are upon us! As the days get longer and warmer, you know your
favorite spring and summer fruits and veggies are popping up just outside the
beltway.
Please join us for the opening day of Glover Park–Burleith Farmers Market on
Saturday, May 7. Stop by for your weekly supply of local foods!
We’ve got everything you need from breads, pies, quiche, pickles, fermented
foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, meat, cheese, eggs, fish, and coffee! Located in
the parking lot of Hardy Middle School at Wisconsin and 34th Street, NW, the market
is open from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. every Saturday through November 21.
Check our website for the full line-up of vendors and special events, cfwdc.org/
glover-park.

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
j Many references
j Great Prices
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

IONA Advocacy Series

Who Do You Call?
Tuesday, May 10, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Tenley-Friendship Neighborhood Library
(2nd Floor, 4450 Wisconsin Avenue NW).

Learn how to advocate for your neighborhood and get city problems fixed.

Speakers

Commissioner Jackie Blumenthal, Chair,
ANC3B serving Glover Park-Cathedral
Heights.
Dee Smith, Director of Constituent Services
and Deputy Chief of Staff to Ward 3 Councilmember Mary Cheh.
Anthony Cassillo, Deputy Director, Constituent Services for Ward 3 Councilmember
Mary Cheh.
Mike Matthews, Ward 3 Community
Liaison in the Mayor’s Office of Community
Outreach Services.
Advance registration is appreciated!
Please call Iona at (202) 895-9448.
This advocacy series was developed
and organized by Iona’s Ward 3 Citizens
Advisory Group (CAG).

Babes in the Nabe
Lisa McCluskey
Alicia Simone was born on December 21 and
welcomed by Teresa & Raphael Anspach and
siblings Ricardo and Carla of Benton Street.
The Zorc family added a new addition to Hall
Place. Lucy Grace arrived a few days ahead
of the blizzard on January 18. Parents (Tom
and Beth) and big sister Maggie enjoyed being
snowed in with her.
Send your Babe in the Nabe news to
Lkmccluskey@gmail.com.

Lenore
Rubino

Your neighbor and Realtor

202-262-1261
Glover Park Expert
Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

301.593.0131

Washington Harbour, 3000 K St. NW, Ste.101
Washington, D.C. 202-333-6100

May 2016
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Glover Park Village Spring Activities
Below are free social events being given by Glover Park Village volunteers. Please
RSVP to events@GloverParkVIllage.org or 202.436.5545.

Art: Drawing for Pleasure
Paul Spreiregen Instructor — May 2, 9, & 16, 6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Stoddert School cafeteria
Back by popular demand. Paul will demonstrate drawing showing fundamental
approaches and you’ll have a chance to draw a simple subject. GPV provides the
materials; participants bring the desire to draw.

Relieve Stress: Using Imagery and Music
Patricia Webbink — May 3, 6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Georgetown Public Library
Psychologist Dr. Patricia Webbink will explore the benefits of using guided imagery
though music to relieve stress, foster relaxation and in gender in her exploration
and personal transformation.

The Stars and Stripes: Origins of the US Flag
Earl Williams, Jr — May 10, 6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Georgetown Public Library
Combining heraldry, vexillology and sigilology, Earl demonstrates that the American
flag, designed by Francis Hopkinson, evolved from the early Scottish and British
flags, jacks and ensigns through colonial and revolutionary colors to its current
combination of stars and stripes.

World Travel: Tips for Stress Free Trips
Eleanor Adkins — May 17, 4:00–6:00 p.m.
Georgetown Public Library
Drawing from her personal experiences traveling around the world, Eleanor
will provide tips for stress-free trips, solo or with others. This veteran traveler
demonstrates what it takes to go from country to country while feeling in control,
having fun, staying within budget, and dealing with unexpected crises.

May at Georgetown Library
First Thursday Evening Poetry Reading Series
Thursday May 5, 7:00 p.m.
This month featuring local poets Herb Guggenheim and Luther Jett,
followed by open mic. Bring your own poem to share.
Poetry Reading — Saturday, May 7, 2:00 p.m.
Glover Park Poet Edna Small will read from her newly published collection of poems Listening Still. A retired psychologist, her poems
cover a wide range of human experience. She has been a featured
reader in the IOTA Poetry Reading Series, Arlington, Va.; the Kensington Row Bookshop Poetry Series; and the Georgetown branch of
the D.C. Public Library. Her poems have appeared in the Beltway Poetry Quarterly, District Lines, The Federal Poet, Poets on the Fringe,
and Prospectus, as well as in her neighborhood monthly newsletter,
The Glover Park Gazette.
Author Talk — Saturday, May 21, 2:00 p.m.
Georgetown author Tracy Chiles McGhee will read and discuss her
debut novel, Melting the Blues. Set in Arkansas in 1957, the complexities of identity, yearnings for love and acceptance, and racial
tension are all unmasked in the riveting literary drama.
Weekly Poetry Reading/Workshops
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m.– 8:45 p.m.
Please join the Poets on the Fringe at their weekly workshop. Bring
one of your own poems with copies to read with the group and
offer positive critique. For more information, email Pamela Passaretta
at passapamela@aol.com

Stingers, Clingers, and Love Through the Years
Patricia Webbink — June 7, 6:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Georgetown Public Library
Psychologist Dr. Patricia Webbink helps us understand the choreography of people
who are “clingers” and “stingers” and who, with missteps and missed emotional
cues, unknowingly sabotage the dance of love.

Guy Mason Recreation Center

Events in May
May 6. 11:45 a.m–12:30 p.m., Washington International School
Jazz Concert on the grounds of Guy Mason. Bring lunch and
enjoy the blooms of spring. There is no rain date for this event.
May 11. 2:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m., A Concert of Piano Music with
Anne Williams, Alan Reiter, and Ilya Rabinovich
May 13. Noon–3:00 p.m., Lunch at Noon and Film at 1:00 p.m.,
Mrs. Doubtfire, starring Robin Williams and Sallie Fields. Please
RSVP to 202-727-7703.
May 20. 6:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m., A Russian Celebration with Uli
Sislin and Marina Tiourina Oberlander. Featuring classical and
contemporary music and poetry.
May 28. Noon–4:00 p.m., An Art Show featuring paintings by
four area artists.

Glover Park Gazette

GoodGuys

Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment
in Glover Park since 1966
2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com

202.333.8128

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am
The kitchen is always open!
A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please!
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Parenting in the Park

What’s Up at Stoddert

Fillmore Results Mixed

It’s Always Something

Maria O’Donnell

Paige Trevor

W

hen you have kids, there is always
something, wouldn’t you agree? I
wish we could just get used to that.
If we could embrace, expect, and enjoy the
always somethingness of our lives, suffering
would be reduced by half.
When I started having babies, my uncle
would give me the same advice, over and over.
“Once you figure out one phase, another phase
starts.” And I was all, “Yeah, yeah—that’s for
losers. I’m taking parenting classes, so pshaw,
stop bugging me. Don’t take this the wrong
way, but you guys didn’t know what you were
doing in the 70s. We got this, thanks anyway
for your help.”
But…Sigh. Dear Uncle, you were so
right! Parenting classes didn’t make the always
somethingness go away. Not dressing my kids
in polyester matching ensembles from Sears
didn’t make the always somethingness go away.
To say I was surprised, upset, shocked—all
understatements. Anyone else out there easily
wounded by reality?
With kids, no….let’s not pick on the
kids anymore. With people, there is always
something. There is always hurt feelings, disappointment, unmet expectations, misunder-

standing, illness, and injury. There are always
surprise bills. Kids don’t always get into the
school of their/our dreams. There are always
home repairs. There are always mean friends.
But let’s not let the always somethingness
ruin our summers (this is the last Parenting in the Park article until September, but
please come visit my blog, Nifty Tips, if you
want more, www.balancingactllc.net). Along
with the always somethingness, there is always
joy, laughter, sarcastic and hysterical friends,
and Netflix. There is always another chance,
another day, another moment.
Work at It…I don’t think I can ever
embrace always somethingness, but I’m going
to work on tolerating it. I am going to work
on not letting it sap my joy, my strength, my
energy. I’m going to accept the always somethingness like I accept the wilting daffodil
stems that you have to let soak up the sun
after they bloom. I am going to do my best not
to complain. Because if it’s not one thing, it’s
another (hahahahha)!
Have a great summer, Glover Parkers.
Drop me a line (at balancingactllc@me.com ),
if you have any parenting topics you’d love to
hear about in the next Gazette year.

Volunteer for Glover Park Day! A community event like this always needs
help. If you can lend a hand, please contact Joe Fiorello at GSCMFiorillo@aol.com.
For more information, check out www.gloverparkday.org and like us on Facebook
at /GloverParkDay.

ALLEN TOMLINSON &
JEARLINE WILLIAMS

REALTORS® Licensed in DC, MD, & VA
Recent transactions:
h 421 Jefferson Street NW, FOR SALE –
$615,000
h 120 Bates Street NW, SOLD –
$535,000 ($10,000 Over List)
h 1451 Belmont Street NW, #205,
RENTED – $2,795

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the
heart of every transaction.

h 506 Rhode Island Avenue NW, SOLD
– $830,000 (5% Over List)

Personal, professional service, knowledge of
the business and 20 years experience.

I can offer my clients a 50% discount with Penske Truck Rentals.
GPCA Members get a 20% discount on Penske Trucks Rentals.

202.744.5842 Cell/Text
202.362.1300 Office
Allen.Tomlinson@LNF.com
www.agtomlinson.com

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your
needs in DC & VA.

The small office with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800

Thank you to all our friends and neighbors
who wrote, emailed, texted, and tweeted
for continued funding of the Fillmore Arts
Program!
We can say at press time that the results
are mixed [See also ANC 3B News on page 4].
So please continue your calls to the
Mayor’s and Chancellor’s offices to permanently fund the Fillmore Arts Program.
If you can make an introduction to staff
at the Smithsonian’s Discovery Theater, Arena
Stage, Kennedy Center, etc., please reach out
to John Claud, President of Friends of Fillmore at jclaud19@gmail.com.

Enrollment

If your child will go to Stoddert Elementary
School next year, please enroll now! It is
critical for administration to have accurate
numbers of incoming students. This helps
with class placements, timely summer
mailings, budgeting issues, etc. For forms and
information, please visit www.stoddert.org/
about/enrollment

Extended Day Program

(morning and after care) also has its
enrollment instructions up on at www.
stoddert.org/parents/extended-day-program.
Enrollment period is in early–mid-June. A
waiting list is expected.

Take Care in a Crowd

Stoddert’s playgrounds get very crowded
during after-school hours, especially in
lovely weather. Stoddert Aftercare staff keep
a watchful eye on children in their program.
If you or your childcare provider also have
children at the playground during this time,
please stay in close proximity to them.
Guy Mason playground is also an option
during after-school hours.
Maria O’Donnell is Co-President of Stoddert’s Parent-Teacher Organization.

Call CARLOS
240-328-4906

. Gutter Cleaning
. Leaf Removal
. Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping
. Seasonal Mulching & Weeding or Year-Round Care
. Interior & Exterior Painting
. Deck Painting
References available upon request
Also available in Maryland and Virginia

* Free Estimates *
May 2016

27th Annual

Glover Park Day
June 4 • 11 a.m.– 5 p.m.
Guy Mason Recreation Center
3600 Calvert Street NW, just north of Whole Foods
Sponsored by Glover Park Citizens’ Association
& DC Department Parks and Recreation

Celebrate what makes Glover Park special

g great food from local restaurants g stellar bands
g kids activities g crafters g dog agility course
g Washington Animal Rescue League adoption & much more
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Bring family, meet neighbors & introduce friends to Glover Park!

in your neighborhood
GLOVER PARK TAPROOM
2218 WISCONSIN AVE. NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20007
MADFOXBREWING.COM

Show us your ID with a 007 zip code for 10% discount

