
A Half-Century in Glover Park

A Life by Design
Randy Rieland

The next time you visit the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on the Mall, 
imagine the challenge facing Paul 

Spreiregen back in the spring of 1981. A panel 
he had selected, comprised of seven esteemed 
architects and sculptors, and a design journal-
ist, had just chosen, from more than 1,400 
submissions, a somewhat unusual winning 
entry in the much-publicized design competi-
tion for the proposed memorial. 

Not only was the design atypical by 
Washington monument standards—it would 
be made of black granite, not white marble, 
and would angle below ground level, not rise 
majestically above it—but even its presen-
tation was unconventional:  Instead of a 
polished, detailed drawing by an established 
architect, it was a few rather simplistic pastels 
sketched by a young undergraduate student at 
Yale named Maya Lin.

Paul had to present Lin’s unorthodox 
vision and display to members of the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF), the 
group sponsoring the project. Many were 
veterans; none were designers. So, what they 
were told had to be clear and understandable 
to the general public. Above all, it needed 
to be convincing.

“If they couldn’t get it, we were in 
trouble,” said Paul, who remembers not sleep-
ing much the night before. 

After an explanation of the judging 
process, the cloth covering the winning entry 
was lifted. For the next 25 minutes, Paul and 
the design journalist, Grady Clay, elaborated 
on the reasons for the decision, sharing some 
of the judges’ comments, such as “It will be a 
better memorial if it’s not entirely understood 
at first,” and “A great work of art doesn’t tell 
you what to think, it makes you think.”

But Paul didn’t really know how those 
seated around Lin’s design would react. When 
the presentation was over, there was only si-

lence for several interminable seconds. Then, 
Jan Scruggs, the veteran who spearheaded 
the project rose and said simply, “Well, I 
like it.”  Immediately, others in the room 
jumped to their feet and clapped and cheered. 
Some embraced.

“At that moment,” Paul recalls, “I thought, 
there’s a chance this just might happen.”

It obviously did, and he takes pride 
in the role he played in ensuring that the 
memorial serves the purpose for which it 
was intended.

“It was not meant to be a war memo-
rial. It was meant to be a memorial to honor 
those who served their country,” he said. “But 
it was not just to honor the memory of those 
who died. And it was not just to honor those 
who had served. Its larger purpose was to 
convey this recognition well into the future, 
to those whose lives hadn’t been touched by 
the Vietnam war.” 

At Home
Planning and overseeing the competition 
that made it possible is only one of the 
highlights of the career of one of Glover 

Park’s longstanding residents. Paul and 
his wife, Rose-Helene, have lived in their 
home on Observatory Place since 1965, and 
during the subsequent years, he built a truly 
notable resume, not just as an architect and 
planner, but also as a lecturer, writer, and 
scholar on architecture and urban planning. 
For 12 years, he hosted a program on 
design for NPR, titled “Places for People.” 
And, he became a leading expert on design 
competitions and served as professional 
adviser for ones that resulted in the 
INTELSTAT and World Bank headquarters 
buildings in downtown DC.

On a personal level, another of Paul’s 
more impressive accomplishments was 
convincing Rose-Helene—who says she was 
a “Parisian to the tips of my fingers”—to give 
up the life she loved in her native France to 
marry him and move to America. They had 
met in 1961, when she had come to Wash-
ington as a tourist, and a few months later, he 
flew over to Paris and proposed to her. At the 
end of his two-week visit, she agreed. 

Continued on page 3

Paul and Rose-Helene Spreiregen put down roots here when LBJ was president.
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Join In • Make a Difference 
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!  
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s) 

Address

 

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007  
Make check payable to GPCA.
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Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, April 4 • 7:00 p.m. 
GP Community Center at Stoddert

Police Report
Glover Park Community Fund 
Slate of GPCA Officers for 2017–18
Glover Park Day Report
Membership Report 
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report 
New Business

Check www.gpcadc.org and the 
Glover Park list serv for updates.

GPCA March Minutes
Karen Pataky    

President Ferrier called the meeting to order at 
7:03 p.m. on March 7, 2017. No officers were 
present to deliver the Police Report.

Solar Energy. Alex Levin provided 
a second presentation on solar power as a 
Tunlaw Road neighbor and “ambassador for 
Solar Solution LLC.” Mr. Levin had his solar 
energy installed in 2013 by Solar Solutions af-
ter researching the subject for three years. He 
reviewed the SREX (Solar Renewable Energy 
Expenditure) calculations and tax advantages. 
He also addressed concerns about purchasing 
versus leasing solar energy models. Written 
project details were provided and an extensive 
Q&A followed.

Community Fund Update. Frank 
Martorana, Glover Park resident and a 
lawyer, explained the procedure for creating a 
501(c)(3) as a separate entity from the GPCA. 
The proposed Glover Park Community Fund, 
which would use $5,000 under an earlier 
GPCA commitment, as the basis for establish-
ing the grant-giving organization and raising 
funds. After much discussion, Ariadne Henry 
offered a motion “that we table discussion 
about giving the $5,000 set aside for GPCA 
grant fund until the membership has had the 
opportunity to review the founding docu-
ments of the proposed organization.” The mo-
tion was carried. Accordingly, the Glover Park 
Community Fund will be part of the GPCA 
Agenda for the April Meeting.

Request for Hawk Signal at Fulton 
Street/Wisconsin Avenue. Jarrett Ferrier 
relayed a message from Dee Smith, from Mary 
Cheh’s office, that our DC Councilmember has 

asked DDOT reevaluate potential hazards to 
pedestrians at this intersection. The process 
would take up to 90 days. Phil Thomas from 
Mayor Bowser’s office said that DDOT is 
taking another look at potential hazards to 
pedestrians at this intersection.

ANC Boundaries after the 2020 Census. 
Jack Everett urged earlier and greater Glover 
Park involvement in the drawing of ANC 
boundaries when the next census triggers 
these realignments. The process by which the 
single member districts would be configured 
was explained and discussed.

Bench Plaques. Discussion of where the 
$350 donations for bench plaques would go 
was deferred because 501(c)(3) status is still 
pending.

Website Update. Melissa Lane reported 
that work on the new site is proceeding on 
schedule.

Membership Report. Allen Tomlinson 
explained that new and renewed memberships 
increased after envelopes were sent out with 
the February Gazettes. We have 387 members, 
which include 252 families.

Treasurer’s Report. Paul Thrasher stated 
no real changes in GPCA finances have oc-
curred. He also requested assistance with 
billing and the collection of advertising fees 
for the Gazette. Sheila Meehan, one of the 
Gazette’s editors, said that she checked with the 
Ad Coordinator and she has agreed to assist.

Secretary’s Report. Minutes of the Febru-
ary GPCA meeting were accepted.

New Business. Marsha Goldberg re-
minded members that Guy Mason Recreation 

Center offers a wealth of activities. A special 
treat is the twice monthly “Fun Fridays,” 
which offers games, lunch, and a movie. The 
movies this month are Daughters of the Dust 
and Waking Ned Devine.

GPCA Election Committee. Ms. Gold-
berg also said that she and Dick Sullivan have 
agreed to serve at the Election Committee for 
the GPCA’s May election of officers.

President Ferrier adjourned the meeting 
at 8:20 p.m.

President’s Report

A Win-Win for a Better Glover Park
Jarrett Ferrier

Glover Park, with the support of the GPCA, is 
about to get a whole lot better!  

In 2014, GPCA members unanimously 
passed a motion to create a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion that would allow tax-deductible charitable 
giving as an offshoot of our citizens’ associa-
tion. I am happy and proud to say that over the 
course of the past few months we’ve worked 
diligently to finally make this a reality. 

This organization, which will be known 
as the Glover Park Community Fund, will be 
able to receive charitable donations that, in 
turn, will allow groups or individuals to apply 
for grants that, in some fashion, serve to make 
our neighborhood an even better place. 

The 2014 motion set aside $5,000 of 
GPCA funds solely as seed money for the 
Community Fund. This body will be self-
governed but maintain a close relationship 
with the GPCA. 

Eventually volunteers will serve in an 
official capacity on a board that initially 
establishes the criteria for the submission 
and review of grant proposals and there-
after meets to review and consider grant 
requests.   

This is an exciting new venture for our 
neighborhood and we're eager to see it grow 
and prosper. And you can receive a tax-deduc-
tion for your donations—a win-win.

After a few years renting apartments on 
Connecticut Avenue and in Foggy Bottom, 
they moved to Glover Park, where they were 
one of the neighborhood’s younger couples. It’s 
a decision they’ve never regretted. “There are 
so many places you can walk,” Rose-Helene 
noted, “Being Parisian, I like having a sidewalk 
under my feet.”

“I love the mixture of people here,” 
added Paul, now in his 80s, but still teach-
ing drawing classes at Guy Mason. “A lot of 
children. Children are very important to have 
in a neighborhood.”

Now, in a home filled with books and ac-
cented with a garden out back, they are one of 
Glover Park’s older couples. They acknowledge 
that much has changed since they settled here 
a half-century ago.

“But,” said Paul, “always for the better.”  

A Life by Design
Continued from page 1
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2015–2016 ANC Members
Ann Mladinov, 3B-01, North Glover Park 
ann.mladinov@gmail.com, 202-270-0777

Jackie Blumenthal, 3B-02, East Glover Park 
jackieblumenthal@gmail.com, 202-333-7488

Melissa Lane, 3B-03, West Glover Park  
3B03@anc.dc.gov, 202-276-0681

Brian Turmail, 3B-05, South Glover Park 
bturmail@yahoo.com, 703-459-0238 

Mary Young, 3B-04, Cathedral Heights 
mcy65@rcn.com, 202-895-0268 (h),  
202-997-9715 (c)

Visit ANC 3B: www.anc3b.org  
or e-mail at info@anc3b.org. 
Follow us on Twitter! @anc3b

ANC 3B News

Silverman Highlights Her Budget Priorities
Melissa Lane

Police Report. Lt. Ralph Neal, PSA 204, 
reported that crime is down for the past 
month compared to the same month last 
year. Specifically, property crimes dropped 
from 49 last year to 33. Recently, the Second 
District has been experiencing an increase in 
robberies that may be related. A group of three 
to four Hispanic males has been linked to a 
number of robberies in upper Northwest DC, 
specifically Tenleytown, Friendship Heights, 
and Chevy Chase, DC. This group also seems 
to be active in Chevy Chase, MD. MPD is 
working with the Montgomery County Police 
Department to address these robberies. 
Plainclothes officers have been assigned to 
these cases. 

Discussion with Elissa Silverman, 
DC Council, At-large Member. CM Silver-
man along with her Chief of Staff, Michele 
Blackwell, attended the meeting and spoke on 
a wide number of topics. DC Council is about 
to begin oversight and budget hearings. CM 
Silverman urged citizens to attend the hear-
ings and submit testimony so the Council may 
make fully informed decisions about citizen 
priorities. Mayor Bowser’s budget will be 
released on April 6. CM Silverman has asked 
for increased funding to provide for 1) a study 
of nontraditional child care approaches, since 
many DC residents do not work a standard 
work-day schedule; 2) greater public safety; 3) 
expanded support services for single men and 
women who are homeless (she also commend-
ed the Mayor for adding $100 million into the 
housing trust fund); 4) an expansion of DPR’s 
outdoor pool and recreation center hours; and 
5) fully funding the development of the IT 
infrastructure that will be used to manage the 
Paid Family Leave program, which passed DC 
Council in December. As part of her work on 
the Labor and Workforce Development Com-
mittee, she will be holding hearings on ways 
to expand the Summer Youth Employment 
program to better connect young residents to 
permanent jobs. The committee will also ex-
amine best practices for developing programs 
for adults who face multiple barriers in finding 
long-term employment. 

Grant Request. Wilson High School 
PTO. Brian Cohen, Chair of the Wilson’s 
Instrumental Music Booster Club (a subgroup 
of the Wilson PTO), presented a grant request 
for $2,500 to repair and maintain musical 
instruments as well as purchase new equip-
ment. DCPS is unable to sufficiently fund 
the Wilson Instrumental Music Program. To 
cover the funding shortfall, the PTO is seeking 

funds through a number of venues, includ-
ing general fundraising and grant requests to 
a number of ANCs and other organizations. 
A motion was made to approve the grant. It 
was duly seconded and passed unanimously.

Grant Request. Stoddert Elementary 
PTO. On behalf of the Stoddert PTO, Jamie 
Peterson, the Assistant Track Coach, requested 
a grant for $1,671.70 to purchase training 
equipment for the school track team. The 
popularity of the track team continues to 
grow. This year, 40 boys and girls are partici-
pating compared to 24 last year. While parents 
have contributed funds to purchase uniforms, 
no funding is available for equipment such as 
hurdles, elastic krossbands, and plyo boxes. A 
motion was made to approve the grant. It was 
duly seconded and passed unanimously.

Grant Request. Glover Park Village. 
Pat Clark, President of the Glover Park Vil-
lage, requested $2,500 to cover their annual 
liability insurance ($2,336) and postage for 
general mailings ($164). Commissioner 
Young checked with the DC Auditors Office 
and was told it is permissible to give grants 
to cover annual operating costs of nonprofit 
organizations. Although legal, Commission-
ers Blumenthal and Lane expressed concerns 
about covering these costs because it may lead 
to expectations that these costs would be cov-
ered every year by an ANC grant thus setting 
a dubious precedent. Also paying operating 
costs does not directly help citizens within 
ANC3B’s boundaries. Finally, it may give the 
impression that a nonprofit is not able to cover 
its own annual operating costs. Nonetheless, 
since GPV has made positive contributions to 

supporting Glover Park residents throughout 
the years, funding these operating costs for 
one year would be beneficial to the commu-
nity. A motion was made to approve the grant. 
It was duly seconded and passed unanimously.

Resolution Regarding Proposed Pepco 
Rate Increase. Commissioner Mladinov 
presented a letter from ANC 3B to the Public 
Service Commission (PSC) opposing the near-
ly $78 million increase requested by Pepco/
Exelon. Such a large increase would cause 
undue hardship to businesses and households 
throughout Glover Park/Cathedral Heights 
especially for seniors who live on limited or 
fixed incomes. The letter also urges the PSC to 
look carefully at such a substantial rate hike as 
it represents the first proposed increase since 
the Pepco/Exelon merger. Exelon has long 
practiced a strategy of shoring up its profits 
with excessive rate hikes to support riskier and 
less profitable endeavors, especially nuclear 
power plants. A motion was made to approve 
and send the letter to the PSC. It was duly 
seconded and passed unanimously.

Updates  
DC Water Green Infrastructure Project in 
Glover Park. Commissioner Blumenthal gave 
an update on the project. The Storm Water Run-
off Plan is under way and Glover Park is being 
used as a test area. Rather than build separate 
tunnels and drains, the project implements green 
technologies, such as parking lanes installed with 
permeable surfaces, installation of rain gardens, 
and other low-impact develop-ment techniques 
to manage storm run off.

WMATA Budget Decision on Bus Route 
37. WMATA’s proposed plan to discontinue 
Bus Route 37 service (rush hour, express bus 
service between Friendship Heights and the 
National Archives) was met with substantial 
community opposition including from ANC 
3B. As a result, WMATA’s revised plan will 
keep the current 37 bus route intact.

Pending Sale of the International Union 
of Operating Engineers (IUOE). At the ANC 
3B meeting in February, Dr. Lawrence Singer 
presented his plans for opening a holistic den-
tistry practice in the former IUOE building. 
Dr. Singer was unable to come to agreement 
with the sellers and has dropped his bid to 
purchase the property because of concerns 
about the required zoning variance.

The next meeting of ANC3B will be 
Thursday, April 6. The agenda will be posted 
at anc3b.org at least a week before and will be 
circulated via list servs.
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Lenore 
Rubino
Your neighbor and Realtor 

202-262-1261
Glover Park Expert

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage
Washington Harbour, 3000 K St. NW, Ste.101  
Washington, D.C.  202-333-6100

A Home Away 
From Home

Vacation in 
Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic

Mercedes Guest House

Your Neighbor
in Glover Park
Mercedes Villalona, General Manager
(571) 489-9889    g    anbgazcue@gmail.com
www.mercedesguestho use. com 

Glover Park History

Remembering Glover Park in the 1940s 
Carlton Fletcher

This series of reminiscences by Francis McKinley 
first appeared in the Glover Park Gazette in 
1998. 

People dried their clothes using clothes-
lines and many a telephone pole was used 
as a stanchion for a pulley that ran from the 
back of the house to the pole. Some homes 
had one from the upstairs and another for the 
downstairs. 

Mt. Alto Hospital [had] a very large 
dormitory home in the 2600 block of Tunlaw 
Road that housed nurses who treated the 
men at the hospital. Directly across the street 
from the home was a very large home that 
had a huge round pond in the rear. It was 
about three feet deep and fifty feet or more in 
diameter. It was the home to bull frogs and 
large snails. In back, where apartment houses 
exist today, was a small creek that was filled 

Glover Park History is online at  

www.gloverparkhistory.com

Click on Neighborhood for 

Neighborhood Images, Family Album, 

and Oral History and Reminiscences

Memories and photographs  

to share?

E-mail carlton@gloverparkhistory.com

with tadpoles. Children would spend hours 
there trying to capture these amphibians and 
put them in their bathtubs and watch them in 
captivity.

Where Mt. Alto Veterans Hospital used to 
be is now the Russian Embassy. The pond with 
the bullfrogs across the way from the Nurses’ 
Home is now the basement of 3850 Tunlaw. 

Guy Mason Recreation Center
Free Programs in April
Fun Fridays
Games at 11 a.m., Lunch at noon;  
and Film at 1 p.m. 
April 14: Sense and Sensibility, directed 
by Ang Lee, with screenplay by Emma 
Thompson. This 1995 adaptation of Jane 
Austin’s novel stars Emma Thompson, Kate 
Winslet, and Alan Rickman
April 28: Walk on Water, an Israeli film, is 
the story of a Mossad agent assigned to 
track down an elderly Nazi war criminal. The 
agent, however, finds himself befriending 
the man’s adult grandchildren. 

Book Club
Wednesday, April 19, 11 a.m. This month 
the club discusses Mothers by Brit Bennett.
Continuing Classes
Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m. Gyrokinesis. A 
popular workout for problem areas of your 
body taught by Nina Dunham.
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. Yoga for All Ages. 
Improve your physical and mental strength. 
Andrea McCabe, Instructor. Floor mats and 
chairs provided.
Computer Help. Schedule an appointment 
with Guy Mason; Nancee Simonson is the 
instructor.

For more information on any program, 
call Guy Mason at 202 727-7703 or email 
at guymasonevents@gmail.com 

AARP Tax-Aide
March 1–April 18 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
1:00–5:00 p.m.
Georgetown Library

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide offers free, 
individualized tax preparation for low-to 
moderate-income taxpayers—especially 
those 60 and older. 

Glover Park Village
Lipstick Brigade
Wednesday, April 19, 4 p.m., 
Guy Mason Recreation Center
Lipstick Brigade is the untold true 
story of the over 100,000 women 
who served in Washington as 
federal stenographers, typists, code 
breakers, analysts, and spies during 
World War II. Author Cindy Gueli, 
an American University Professor, 
will discuss her work, which drew 
on firsthand accounts and extensive 
research to describe their life in 
wartime DC. 

At Dawn
Bird-songs
from the bamboo
beckon me from bed.
Bodies hidden, voices clear,
sparrows sing me into day.
If my voice were strong,
if I had a song,
I too could sweeten the air.

Edna Small
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Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi ce with the big reputation.
(202) 965-8800

ALLEN TOMLINSON &

202.744.5842 Cell/Text
202.362.1300 Offi ce
Allen.Tomlinson@LNF.com
www.agtomlinson.com

REALTORS® Licensed in DC, MD, & VA

Recent transactions:
h 3202 Rolling Rd., Chevy Chase, 4BR, 

4BA, Garage – RENTED – $4,000
h 1401 Columbia Rd. NW – Columbia 

Heights, 1BR – SOLD – $327,000
h 2520 41st Street NW, Glover Park – 

SOLD – $331,000
h 120 Bates Street NW – Multi Family 

– SOLD – $535,000 
h 1220 Blair Mill Rd., Silver Spring  – 

SOLD – $429,000

JEARLINE WILLIAMS 

My clients will save 50% Off Penske Truck Rentals. 
GPCA Members save 20% Off Penske Truck Rentals.

W 202.965.7777
2414 Wisconsin Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20007

All ABOUT
Burger

g FREE soda with purchase of 
burger and fries every Monday.
g FREE fries with purchase of two 
burgers every Tuesday.

Call CARLOS
240-328-4906

. Gutter Cleaning

. Leaf Removal

. Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping

. Seasonal Mulching & Weeding or Year-Round Care

. Interior & Exterior Painting

. Deck Painting
References available upon request
Also available in Maryland and Virginia

*  Free Estimates  * 

Parenting in the Park

Mindfulness Parenting
Paige Trevor

Sometimes doing nothing is doing 
something. Sometimes doing nothing is 
better than the thing your brain is tell-

ing you to do. Sometimes being quiet speaks 
volumes. 

Parenting is a journey, not a product, not 
a destination, not an outcome. Mindfulness is 
a tool for our journey. Mindfulness helps us 
to endure and accept, rather then suffer and 
endlessly tweak, suggest, and change what is 
not our business to change.

Here are a few quick tips to access this 
powerful, sublime, and always useful tool. 
What I love about these tips is that they “do no 
harm,” so when I put my head on the pillow 
at night I know I have not blamed, shamed, or 
pained any of my beloveds.

Mountain Pose. We forget how powerful 
our fully formed pre-frontal cortex brains are. 
Nagging sometimes can be adjusted to stand-
ing up, going to the room where the child 
should be getting dressed and standing there 
smiling a Mona Lisa smile.

Owning Our Own Emotions. Our strong 
emotions are ours, they are not for our child 
to fix. Their getting straight As should not 
determine how our weekend goes. How we 
feel about their successes/failures should not 

determine how their weekend goes.
Square Breathing. Teach this to your 

family tonight. We learn what we teach, we 
teach what we need to learn. Now, breath in 
for two counts. Hold for two counts. Breath 
out for two counts. Hold for two counts. 
Repeat until there is a sliver of calm. Slowing 
your breathing slows your heart rate and can 
help your brain find creative and relationship-
plumping solutions. 

The Waves Are the Ocean. The journey 
is noisy, chaotic, unclear, angry, messy, loving, 
unpredictable. When we are in a wavy bit, 
remember we are still in the ocean. It’s all the 
same.

The Middle Path. When I’m in a parent-
ing spiral of indecision, I think to myself, 
what’s the middle path? I want the child to 
give me the phone now. The child wants the 
phone into eternity. The middle path might 

be phones are turned in at dinnertime and 
doled out again when everyone is ready for 
the day the next morning (fed, dressed, shod, 
brushed).

Mantras. Here’s one I used, “I love you 
just the way you are today.” Works wonders for 
tantrumming toddlers, science fair procrasti-
nators, and eye rolling teens. When I use my 
mantra, it cloaks whatever I do in compassion 
and love. I can uphold the limit or redirect 
the behavior calmly, rationally, and with love. 
Other useful ones, “This will pass.” “I don’t 
love this and I can handle it.”

Simplify. Seriously, for real, I’m not 
joking. We will feel better if we get rid of 50 
percent of our crap. Try it, it just might make 
things more quiet, peaceful, and relaxing.

For more tips, head on over to www.
balancingactllc.net/niftytips and sign up for 
the weekly blog.

Glover Park Day Needs You!
There are many ways to help. 
Consider participating in planning meetings, setting up and breaking 
down on June 3, and volunteering for the many tasks during GPD, 
including selling t-shirts and raffle tickets. 
Sign up on the GPCA website (www.gpcadc.org) and  
join the fun.

http://www.balancingactllc.net/niftytips
http://www.balancingactllc.net/niftytips
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GLOVER PARK REAL ESTATE WATCH

Residential real estate is a highly regulated sector of the 
U.S. economy and much of the regulation is voluntary, 
as with the code of ethics of the National Association 
of Realtors and its local affi liates. State governments 
play a role, too, through their licensing function and by 
setting ongoing education requirements. But there are 
still potential confl icts of interest that consumers should 
understand.

In the past, regardless of whether they themselves had 
listed a property, all real estate agents were deemed to 
have a fi duciary responsibility to the seller. Buyers who 
were working closely with an agent often had no idea 
that “their” agent actually represented the seller’s best 
interests! Now, buyer agency agreements have been 
popularized and they allow an agent to be the fi duciary 
of the buyer, so that buyer and seller each have their 
respective representatives. Buyers who balk at signing 
a buyer agency agreement should be aware that they are 
forgoing this sort of protection.

But even buyers who have an agency agreement have to 
pay attention. In 2015, the prestigious National Bureau of 
Economic Research (NBER) released a long term study 
purporting to show that buyers agents were likely to steer 
their clients toward the properties on which the highest 
commissions were offered. Personally, with buyers able 

to see virtually every property for sale via the internet, 
I fi nd this hard to believe – but it may be something to 
watch for.

Sellers, on the other hand, must consider the risks of 
their agent representing competing sellers, and even 
prospective buyers. Yes, in DC dual agency is perfectly 
legal and allows an agent to represent both the seller of 
a property and the buyer who is purchasing it. Imagine 
that: a super-agent who can somehow negotiate in the 
best interests of the seller and the buyer, at the same time. 
Wow. Happily, most agents will not ask that their clients 
agree to this.

It may be obvious that dual agency should be avoided, 
but there are other, more subtle confl icts at play. Sellers 
should be wary of an agent who wants to “pocket” their 
listing: keep it out of the multiple listing service or fail 
to widely publicize it to other agents. This is done in 
hopes of “double ending” the transaction, which means  
earning the commission that would otherwise go to a 
buyer’s agent as well as the listing commission. To do 
this, the listing agent may perform “ministerial acts” 
which involve writing up an offer for the prospective 
buyer, without helping that buyer strategize against 
the seller. That’s certainly possible to accomplish - but 
sellers ought to know that it’s going on.

Confl icts of Interest in Real Estate: 
What You Need to Know

Want to see what’s for sale, under contract, and sold recently in our area? For a report that will come to you on 
the schedule you set, go to: www.DCHomeSnapshot.com 
Thinking of selling? Download my Spring 2017 selling guide at: www.MaggiesTipsForSellers.com

�

Maggie Simpson, Realtor
Maggie@MaggieinDC.com
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
www.YourMetroDCHome.com
(202) 465-2062

WC & AN Miller Realtors
A Long and Foster Company
Licensed in DC, MD, and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 966-1400



Glover Park GazetteGlover Park GazetteGlover Park Gazette

Spice up your holiday party, 
company happy hour, or any 
gathering with a private bar, 

beer tasting experience and more!

MAD FOX TAPROOM

2218 WISCONSIN AVE. NW WASHINGTON, DC 20007

MADFOXBREWING.COM

ACROSS FROM BREADSODA & ACE HARDWARE

CONTACT: gp-private-dining@madfoxbrewing.com

•

•

•

•

GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com
202.333.8128

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am

The kitchen is always open!

Local Farmers’ Market 
Returns on May 13
Eva Shpak

The Glover Park–Burleith Farmers’ Market returns this season 
on the second Saturday of May. Expect even more variety in 
vendors and fun events for the whole family. 

In addition to your favorites from last year, we have added 
Cold Country Salmon (now a full-time vendor); Dimitri Olive Oil; 
Southern Cross Bakery, producing NZ-Australia style savory pies; 
and Paella to Go by Chef Mario Barreda with tapas, ceviches, and 
the exotic tastes and flavors of the Basque country.

Other vendors will be with us on a pop-up basis. Watch for 
Yoga District of Glover Park, Just Juice Smoothies, 8 Myles Sauces 
& Rubs, and more. Follow the market on Facebook, Twitter & 
Instagram (@GPBFoodworks) to stay in the loop with all market 
announcements.

The Glover Park-Burleith Farmers’ Market is a producer-only 
market, featuring locally grown fruits and vegetables, sustainably 
produced meats and cheeses, freshly baked breads, cage-free eggs, 
sweets, plants and cut flowers, and organic coffee. The market 
is open on Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., from May 13 through 
November 18. Find us at Hardy Middle School parking lot; dogs are 
welcome. 

SNAP, WIC, and Senior FMNP spent at the market are eligible 
for matching dollars. Sign up for the newsletter and learn more at 
http://www.community-foodworks.org/glover-park. 

http://www.community-foodworks.org/glover-park

