Glover Park

April 2021

The Monthly Newsletter of the Glover Park Citizens' Association

Optimism on the Avenue

Glover Park Hardware Finds a Way
Randy Rieland

N

ot long ago, Gina Schaefer’s husband
reminded her of a “panicked conversation” they had a year ago. It was
about what they would do if they had to close
the 13 Ace Hardware stores they own in the
D.C. metropolitan area and in Baltimore. It
was a distressing thought.
But Schaefer, who describes herself as an
“absurd optimist,” believed that even if they
had to shut down their stores, the worst of
the pandemic would be over in a matter of
months.

Being Essential

She was wrong about that. But as luck
would have it, hardware stores were deemed
essential businesses and permitted to stay
open. And, as more luck would have it, the
lockdown sparked a home improvement and
gardening boom that clearly was good for
the hardware business. It also didn’t hurt that
Schaefer’s stores had plenty of masks and
hand sanitizer to sell. There have been times
when supply hasn’t been able to keep up with
demand.
“Restaurants all wanted heaters. We
ran out them,” she said. “We ran out of fire
pits. We ran out of firewood. Canning jars is
another one. People were growing vegetables
and wanted to can them. There’s still a shortage of canning jars.”
Schaefer said that like so many
businesses, her hardware operation had to
adapt to a retail environment less focused on
in-store customers. It has added a website
dedicated to selling certain products online,
such as custom pottery. And, because her
stores didn’t have enough phone lines to
handle the flood of calls, a system was set
up in some stores to allow customers to text
them.
Through it all, according to Schaefer, every one of her hardware stores made money
in 2020, with the exception of the one in

Gina Schaefer, owner of 13 Ace Hardwares, has her Glover Park store ready for Spring.

Tenleytown, which is facing intense competition from the new Target store above it.
“We realize we are in a very fortunate
position to be able to say that,” she noted.

Location Challenges

Schaefer acknowledged that her Glover Park
store does have challenges, not the least
of which is its location below street level.
It has never matched the business it did at
its former spot at sidewalk level farther up
Wisconsin Avenue. One program that has
helped, she said, is a monthly email to Ace
Rewards customers. But building restrictions
don’t permit more prominent signs.
“People have a hard time finding our
store, and they don’t know there’s parking in
the back,” she said. “We feel comfortable in
that space, but it’s unfortunate that it hasn’t
gone back to the sales level it had before the
move.”

Hope and Determination

Schaefer is encouraged by the expected

reopening of the Whole Foods store this
fall. “The frustrating thing for me is the
widespread effect the lack of a grocery store
had on the rest of the neighborhood,” she
said. “That seemed to affect almost all the
businesses.”
Another potential benefit for the Ace
store is the opening of two new apartment
buildings on Wisconsin later this year. One
is a 36-unit building across the street in the
old Georgetown Carpet location. The other is
the building being completed on what used
to be the Pearson’s Wine and Spirits parking
lot. It will have 27 apartments and be called
Observatory Park.
Still, it’s likely that the ripple effects of
the pandemic will be felt on the neighborhood’s commercial strip for a while, particularly for its restaurants.
“For about five months, we gave all our
employees an extra $10 a day for lunch so
they’d go out and support local restaurants,”
Schaefer said. “All us businesses need all the
support we can get.”

2
Glover Park

Optimism on the Avenue............1
President’s Report.........................3

Glover Park Citizens' Association (GPCA) Officers
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Sergeant at Arms
Federation Reps
Membership Director
Glover Park Day
Stoddert Liaison

Gazette Staff

Karen Pataky (president@gpcadc.org)
Jack Everett (1stvicepresident@gpcadc.org)
Allen Tomlinson (2ndvicepresident@gpcadc.org)
Maggie Simpson (treasurer@gpcadc.org)
Andrea Cuba (secretary@gpcadc.org)
Frank Martorana (sergeantatarms@gpcadc.org)
Patricia Clark, Frank Martorana, and
Karen Pataky
Allen Tomlinson (membership@gpcadc.org)
Amanda Gant and Cheri Meyer
(amanda.gant@gmail.com and clmeyer202@yahoo.com)
Lisa McCluskey (lkmccluskey@gmail.com)

GPCA April Agenda........................3
GPCA March Minutes...................3
Poem......................................................4
ANC3B News......................................5
Boids in the Nabe............................6
Virginia Pines....................................6
Babes in the Nabe...........................6
Glover Park History. ......................7
Guy Mason Activities...................7

Editor
Contributor
Design and Production

Sheila Meehan (sammeeha@yahoo.com)
Randy Rieland
Lisa McCluskey (lkmccluskey@gmail.com)

GP Dining Options.........................8

Advertising

Maggie Simpson (advertise@gpcadc.org)

Real Estate Watch.........................10

Editorial
Delivery

gazette@gpcadc.org
Maria O'Donnell (modhutt@gmail.com

School Overcrowding................11

Natural Lawn Solution.................9

DPR Summer Camps...................11

The Gazette is available online at gpcadc.org.
Responsible letters to the editor will be published as space allows.
What’s new in Glover Park? Check us out on both Facebook and Twitter!
Call us at: 202-379-4824. Visit www.gpcadc.org to keep up with community news!

Post Office Closed......................11
Glover Park Spring.......................12

Support Glover Park Today

Renew or Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association
The GPCA promotes the well-being and interests of the residents of Glover Park. You dues support community events, the publication of the Gazette and improvements to Glover Park.
Meeting and financial reports are provided monthly, bylaws are found at www.gpcadc.org.

Pay online now or by mail
1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount
Total Enclosed: $___________ / Date:______________
Glover Park Gazette

Return form and fee to: GPCA, P.O. Box 32268,
Washington, DC 20007
Checks payable to GPCA.
Name(s)____________________________________
Address____________________________________
_____________________________________
Email

_____________________________________

3

President’s Report

Enjoy Spring! Alas, Glover Park Day Not Likely
Karen Pataky

S

pring has finally arrived in Glover Park.
We have hundreds of daffodils in bloom
with cherry blossoms bursting on multiple streets. Can the azaleas be far behind?
Our bird friends have resumed welcoming the
sunrise and many male birds have been seen
exploring the various bird house properties
available in the “hood.”
Wistfully, I recall past years when we
were all busy, March through May, with the
excitement of another “Glover Park Day”
celebration on the first Saturday in June. But
Covid is still with us; many of our neighbors
have not been able to be vaccinated yet; and
health officials are uncertain what role Covid
variants might play in public gatherings.
So, a summer Glover Park Day is not
likely. But who knows what autumn might
bring!

Join Us on April 6

We encourage all of our neighbors to attend
our next virtual GPCA meeting, via Zoom, at
7 p.m. on April 6. In addition to hearing from
our police, Tony Donaldson, Mayor Bowser’s
representative for our Ward 3, will be fielding
questions about school overcrowding among
other topics you may want to discuss. He will
also have the latest about goings-on in DC
Government.
Steven Marencic, Consumer Outreach
Specialist for the Office of People’s Counsel, will be on hand to update us on Pepco’s
ongoing request for a rate increase for all DC
residents.

GPCA Election

The slate of candidates for Glover Park
Citizens’ Association officers will be presented
at our April 6 meeting. Nominations from the
floor remain open as well. Actual votes will be
cast at the May 4 meeting. Be sure your GPCA

GPCA Meeting
April 6, 7 p.m.
via Zoom
AGENDA
Police Report
Stoddert School Reorganization:
PTO Liaison, Lisa McCluskey
Mayor’s Representative for Ward 3:
Photo: Mitch Wander.

dues are current and you are able to vote.

Treasurer Sought

The GPCA is still in search of a candidate
to serve as Treasurer! If you have some
book-keeping experience or are good with
numbers, please consider volunteering. Our
current Treasurer Maggie Simpson (maggie@
maggiedc.com) would be happy to explain
what the position entails.

Stay Safe

Masking remains the order of the day in public
venues, farm markets, grocery and other
stores, etc. We hope our Glover Park neighbors
will soon have the opportunity to receive
vaccine shots, unless physicians recommend
otherwise, and continue to check on each
other and assist with grocery runs and other
needs. And please continue to patronize our
various Wisconsin Avenue restaurants!

Enjoy!

Meanwhile, when weather permits, do not

Tony Donaldson
Pepco Rate Increase Update: Office of
People’s Counsel: Steven Marencik
Guy Mason Activities:
Marsha Goldberg
Treasurer’s Report:
Maggie Simpson
Membership Report:
Allen Tomlinson
Secretary’s Report: Andrea Cuba
Proposed Slate of GPCA Officers:
Karen Pataky
Appointees to DC Federation of
Citizens’ Associations

miss our Victory Gardens off of W Street
and at the juncture of New Mexico Avenue
and 42nd Street. And enjoy hiking along the
Glover-Archbold Park trail from Davis Place
to Georgetown Hospital.
We wish everyone a glorious, happy, and
healthy Spring!

GPCA March 2021 Minutes
Andrea Cuba

GPCA President Karen Pataky called the
meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
Police Report. Lieutenant Paul Johnson
reported that in PSA204, the level of crime
month over month has stayed consistent.
In the last 30 days, there was 1 carjacking,
3 burglaries, 3 stolen autos, 10 thefts from
auto, and 15 thefts.
Glover Park Historian. Carlton Fletcher
introduced himself as the self-appointed histo-

rian of Glover Park. Carlton said his interest in
learning more about Glover Park’s past began
back in 1995 when a group of five residents
started gathering information about the neighborhood. Around 2011, Carlton was encouraged to set up a website—gloverparkhistory.
com—to serve as a way to make the information that was gathered more accessible. He is
currently considering writing a book about the
history of the area. The disappointing news is

that if a book is written, it will need to be titled
“Georgetown Heights” rather than “Glover
Park” in order to be more historically accurate.
Georgetown Public Library Manager.
Linda Jones provided an update on the status
of the library and its operating hours. She also
reminded attendees that the library now offers
a “concierge service” for readers of all ages. To
request book suggestions, please contact the
Continued on page 4
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library at 202-727-0232. In addition, information about virtual events can be found online
at www.dclibrary.org/georgetown.
Glover Park Village Green. Holly Pollinger reiterated that DC is doing good work in
helping address climate change, and the city
is known nationally as a leader in initiating
environmental projects. She also noted that
DC has joined a landmark pact with three
other states to reduce transportation pollution
by launching the Transportation and Climate
Initiative program. If you are interested in
learning more about Glover Park Village
Green or climate change in general, you can
contact Holly directly at 202-997-4468 or via
email her at holpollinger@comcast.net.
Guy Mason Activities: Marsha Goldberg
shared information on multiple virtual events
being offered throughout the month of March.
These events include part three of a series
on African American Artists with Chichi
Lovett. You can find more information on
upcoming programs and register for them at
aroundtowndc.org.
Jelleff Boys and Girls Club Renovation.

The team coordinating the renovation of the
Jelleff facility reported on athletic resources
being considered. A questionnaire had been
sent to Glover Park and Burleith residents
soliciting their views on how the renovation
should be crafted.
The compilation of the survey results is in
progress and will be available at future meetings. Many more meetings are anticipated, and
Glover Parkers are encouraged to continue
working with the Jelleff team. Information on
future meetings will be posted on the Glover
Park ListServ.
Annual Election of GPCA Officers. The
current president, Karen Pataky, is termed out
and Treasurer Maggie Simpson has indicated
her willingness to run for the presidency in
the 2021–22 term. A proposed slate of officers
will be announced at the April GPCA meeting, but a candidate to run for the Treasurer’s
position is still being sought. Please contact
Karen Pataky at 202-337-3917.
Treasurer’s Report. On behalf of
Treasurer Maggie Simpson, Stoddert Liaison
Lisa McCluskey reported that the Association
has no outstanding debts other than those

associated with the continued publication of
the Glover Park Gazette. The Association has
a cash balance of roughly seventeen thousand dollars. Additionally, she reported that
the annual IRS filing has been completed for
2020 with no federal taxes owed. Next year,
the Association will need to pay the biennial
corporation fee to D.C.
Membership Report. Membership Director Allen Tomlinson was not in attendance
but submitted for the record that there are
currently 313 members from 208 households
with many renewing their membership
through PayPal. Efforts to reengage lapsed
members continue. Allen can be reached at
membership@gpcadc.org.
Secretary’s Report. A motion to accept
the February 2021 minutes was postponed
until the next meeting for lack of a quorum.
New Business. No new business was
discussed.
Next Meeting. The next GPCA meeting
will be held on Tuesday, April 6.
Adjournment. Upon appropriate motion
and second, President Karen Pataky adjourned
the meeting at 7:57 p.m.

Devotion
Devote yourself to each green leaf,
each blade of grass, each bird
that sings, each child that laughs,
each whisper on the wind.
Feel the wind cradling each word,
brushing your skin, then mine.
It promises your soon return.
Spring, it breathes, bring spring.
The winter was so harsh and deep
I thought that spring had fled,
but everywhere new sprigs creep
up, proclaim they’re far from dead.
Edna Small

Glover Park Gazette
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ANC3B News

March Meeting Report
Melissa Lane

Police Report. Lt. Johnson reported that
crime in the area was low with only nine
property crimes in the past month. He
announced that DC would resume parking
enforcement on March 15 starting with
vehicles parked in school zones, then
commercial zones and bike lanes. The city will
begin with warnings for the first week and
then start ticketing.
Vote to Approve Live Jazz on Ghostline
DC’s Rear Patio at 2340 Wisconsin.
Commissioner Blumenthal negotiated a new
settlement agreement with Ghostline to allow
live jazz music on the rear patio, which the
Commission approved. With this change,
Ghostline will be able to apply to ABRA for
an Entertainment Endorsement to be added
to their liquor license. The music would be
only one weekend evening to start, possibly
increasing to three evenings, with strict
closing times and sound controls. The matter
was put out for public comment. Of the
roughly 30 comments received, one expressed
concern while the remainder supported the
Ghostline request.
Presentation by DC Department of
Transportation about Current Activities.
Haley Peckett, Program Manager for
MoveDC, gave an update on MoveDC—DC’s
25-year multimodal transportation plan.
DDOT is taking input from residents and
drafting the new plan. See more information
and interactive maps at wemovedc.org.
Donise Jackson, Community Relations
Specialist and Program Analyst in DDOT’s
Office of Community Engagement, provided

an update on DDOT services affecting
area Glover Park and Cathedral Heights
residents. She also announced that Everett
Lott, formerly Deputy DDOT Director,
has been named Acting Director, and he is
very committed to community engagement
and customer service. DC311 received
over nine thousand service requests from
Ward 3 residents in the past year and over
seven thousand have been closed. She was
asked what “closed” means to DDOT, since
a number of requested services were not
completed even though the 311 cases had
been listed as “closed.” Often DDOT does not
communicate at all about specific requests.
Donise acknowledged that DDOT had a large
backlog of service requests that the staff has
been working through. She reported progress
on several long-standing requests. She asked
residents to contact her at 202-391-8764 or
donise.jackson@dc.gov if service requests are
closed but the work has never been done.
Letter to WMATA RE proposed changes in
Metrobus service in FY2022 (July 1-June 30,
2022). With passage of the federal Covid-19
Economic Relief Bill, WMATA anticipates
that their proposed cuts for FY 2022 will
not be necessary. Commissioner Mladinov
introduced a letter to WMATA urging that
they maintain current levels of bus service to
Glover Park and Cathedral Heights, restore
weekend service, bring back rush hour service
on the D1 and 37 buses as travel volume
grows, and continue crosstown service on the
30N and 30S lines. The letter also encourages
WMATA to work with the community on
future operating changes and take steps to

build back customer confidence and support
for transit service. The letter was approved
unanimously.
Updates and Information
• The Office of People’s Counsel (OPC)
successfully negotiated a settlement with
Washington Gas and Light to reduce
significantly their requested rate increase.
• A decision is expected soon on the Pepco
request for major rate hikes over the next
three years. The OPC has urged that the large
share of Pepco’s rate requests be denied as not
justified.
• Emile Thompson, an Assistant U.S.
Attorney for DC, has been nominated to serve
as Public Service Commissioner.
• A feasibility study is currently under way to
examine expansion and improvement of the
Jelleff Recreation Center. Detailed information
is available at https://dpr.dc.gov/page/jelleffcommunity-center-feasibility-study.
• Glover Park resident Katarina Savvas
encouraged everyone to sign a change.org
petition at opendcschools.org to push to fully
open DC schools. DC’s Department of Health
(DOH) issued guidance in May 2020, this
guidance has not been updated to reflect the
current reality of Covid-19 in DC. Under the
outdated guidance, it is impossible for DC
public middle and high school students to
attend in-person school. Private and parochial
school students, however, are able to attend in
person because they are not required to follow
DOH guidance.
Next Meeting: April 8.
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Boids in the Nabe

Mockingbirds
Jack Everett

Year-round and long-term residents of Glover Park over many
generations, mockingbirds are familiar to most of us. They are
members of the thrush family, which includes robins and blue birds.
Their closest cousin in this tribe, however, is the catbird, a summer
resident of Glover Park.
The “mocking” bird—roughly the size of a robin and dark brown
or black in coloring—is a great mimic, deftly incorporating the songs
of other local birds into its repertoire. The male is especially recognizable when he sings during spring and summer. He will prance, flap his
wings, sing in flight, and late into night and early morning—all to let
everyone know that his borders will be protected and also to express
the joy of his growing family.
He aggressively defends his family’s borders, patrolling from
perches with loud singing. Repeated and predictable patrolling of his
territory renders this species vulnerable to predation by house cats. It
seems to me that there are fewer mockers in Glover Park than in years
past.
In the fall, the mockingbird has a softer, shorter singing season
that is noticeably different. That is because the song belongs to the
female, whose brood has gone off on their own. Her summer’s work
done, she is now able to let loose.
Mockingbirds need open ground amid scattered trees, shrubs, or
the edges of woods. Leafy neighborhoods are just the thing. They also

Northern Mockingbird

like a reliable fruit source in winter, such as the berries from holly trees.
If you spot them in your yard, especially in winter, with a little effort
you can make friends by depositing small fruits such as dried cranberries, raisins, blueberries, cherries in the same place on a regular basis.
Visit this site to hear the Mockingbird call.

Virginia Pines
Jack Everett

Have you ever noticed the two pine trees at the far southwestern side of
the open field at the end of 39th street?
Two Virginia pines—very tall, wispy, and almost crowded out—
hang on along the Hillandale fence where they can get a bit of sun.
Forty years ago, there were other examples of Virginia pines scattered
through the woods of Glover-Archbald Park, indicative of earlier times.
There are other clues of earlier times still about, like cedar posts,
which can be found in a few spots in the park. While there are only a
few pine trees left in the neighborhood, you can walk aroun an spot
them including a younger Virgina pine located in the mini-park behind the 2400 block of Huidekoper Place.
There are more than 300 species of trees overall in our city from
pine trees to magnolia. We enjoy a temperate climate that is just right
for a diversity of trees. That means that DC is cool enough in the
winter that we can grow northern trees, and warm enough in summer
that we can maintain southern trees and a variety of exotics like asian
cherry tree varieties.

Two pine trees along Hillandale and a lone pine tree behind Huidekoper.

Babes in the Nabe
Lisa McCluskey

Trae Lamb McCants, born to Tara LaCroix-McCants and Mark McCants, joined big
brother Bently of Beecher Street on March 12.
Asher James Clark, was born on March 15 to Heather and Daniel Clark and siblings
Wesley and Josephine of W Street.

Glover Park Gazette
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Glover Park History

Georgetown Heights
Carlton Fletcher

I

n 1926, just a few months before the name Glover Park first
appeared in print, the location of a new apartment building at
3507 W Place (2200 Wisconsin Avenue) was advertised as Georgetown Heights. And when the federal government moved its telescopes
to this vicinity in 1881, the official address was “U.S. Naval Observatory, Georgetown Heights, D.C.”
Before 1871, Georgetown was a separate municipality within the
District of Columbia, and its corporation boundary extended up to
where the Russian Embassy is today. Since this was the most elevated
point in Georgetown—with a celebrated view, frequently sought out by
artists—that crest was naturally on the heights of that city. In the newspapers of the day, the villa that once stood at the summit was described
as “on the Heights of Georgetown” and the funeral of its owner was
“from his late residence on Georgetown Heights.”
Occasions when the term applied to places even further north
can also be found—such as in 1900, when the founding of the National
Cathedral School was reported in the press, and its location, at Wisconsin Avenue and Woodley Road, was described as “on Georgetown
Heights.”
For more information, go to gloverparkhistory.com.

“View of Georgetown and Analastan Island from Georgetown Heights,” circa
1860. Titian Ramsay Peale set up his camera on the crest now occupied by
the Russian Embassy.

Guy Mason Recreation Center

April-May Virtual Events
Marsha Goldberg

Wednesdays, April 28, May 5, 12, 19, 26, at 12:30 p.m.

African-American Artists, Part 4, with Chichi Lovett

Each session, Chichi will present the work of a different African American artist as the basis for a group
discussion. You will need to create an account at aroundtowndc.org to register for this class.
Thursdays, April 29 and May 27, at 1 p.m.

Let’s Imagine the Post Pandemic World

This is a series of small group conversations to explore what the pandemic revealed about our societies and
what the post pandemic world might look like. The April topic is “Reimagining the future of transportation
and cities.” The topic in May will be “Reimagining the future of work and education.” To join the conversation
please register at https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/are-you-ready-to-imagine-the-post-pandemicworld/2021-03-25/.
Wednesday, April 21, 11 a.m.

Guy Mason Reading Group

In celebration of National Poetry Month, Washington poet Kim Roberts will join us to discuss a collection of poems about Washington—By Broad Potomac's Shore—that she edited. Copies of the poems will be provided to
group members in advance. To join the group and to receive the link to the poems, please contact Jay Sambasivan (jayanthi.sambasivan@dc.gov) at the Georgetown branch of the DC Public Library.

April 2021
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Support Glover Park Dining!

Dine in, Takeout, and Delivery Options
Glover Park's mainstreet corridor
offers a variety of culinary delights
from casual fair to satisfy the
whole family to exotic specialties.
Check individual websites for
current menus and hours. All offer takeout; some offer pick-up
with online or phone ordering.
Restaurants may now offer indoor
and outdoor dining at a limited
capacity.
Several establishments offer takeout or delivery of alcohol
(beer, wine, spirits) with food.

Sushi Keiko offers traditional Japanese food items from sushi rolls to yakitori and gyoza.

All About Burgers
aaburger.com
202-965-7777

Einstein Bros. Bagels
einsteinbros.com
202-448-9473

Angelico’s
angelicopizzeria.com
202-333-8350

Ghostline
ghostlinedc.com
202-347-7893

Arcuri
arcuridc.com
202-827-8745

Glover Park Grill
gloverparkgrill.com
202-625-5400

BreadSoda
breadsoda.com
202-333-7445

Laliguras Indian/
Nepalese*
laligurasdc.com
202-827-4904

Chipotle Mexican Grill
chipotle.com
202-706-7508
Domino’s*
dominos.com
202-342-100
Dumplings and Beyond
places.singleplatform.com
202-338-3815
Eerkin’s
eerkins.com
202-333-3600

Glover Park Gazette

Mogee Tee
mogeteeusa.com
202-333-2929
Old Europe
old-europe.com
202-333-7600
Point Chaud/
Lavazza
pointchaudcafe.com
202 758-2241

Rocklands Barbeque
& Grilling Co.
rocklands.com
202-333-2558
Slate/Xiquet
slatewinebar.com
xiquetdl.com
202-913-4671
Sprig and Sprout
sprigandsproutdc.com
202-333-2569
Sweetgreen
order.sweetgreen.com
202-333-4307
Subway
order.subway.com
202-337-1080
Sushi Keiko
sushikeiko.com
202-333-3986
Wingo’s
wingos.com
202-878-6576
*Temporarily Closed
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What’s Up with That Black Plastic Lawn?
Adriana Cordero

I

f you’ve driven, biked, or walked by the corner of Manor Place and
37th Street, you’ve probably noticed an expanse of dark material
stretched across what used to be our front lawn. What is it, and why
is it there? It’s black plastic sheeting used for a sustainable weed-killing
method called soil solarization. Soil solarization is a nonchemical,
ecologically-friendly method for eradicating unwanted, invasive plants.
The dark plastic absorbs the heat of the sun. In turn, the soil’s temperature below the covering increases to levels that will kill, or significantly
weaken, weeds. The heat is potent enough to also kill pathogens in the
soil. While some of the good microbes in the soil will also die off, they
will soon work their way up to the top layers of the soil, unencumbered. The irony of using plastic for an environmentally-sound weedkilling technique is not lost on me.
Why didn’t we just spray some weed-killer and be done with it?
Synthetic chemical weed sprays pose a threat to all living creatures,
not just to the unwanted weeds. These sprays disperse a lot of toxic
chemicals into the air, the ground, our water supply, and our bodies
and the bodies of animals. We end up breathing, eating, and drinking
these toxins. In modern city living there are already so many noxious
elements that are difficult to avoid. Adding to this to attain a nice yard
just didn’t make sense.

A Better Way

I like natural solutions to problems, and I’d become interested in
sustainable planting after reading about the methods used at Polyface
Farm in The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan. After a long
search and many interviews with landscapers, I found BonaTerra, a
small local company that specializes in native planting and sustainable
techniques.
Earlier this March, the landscaping crew got to work. They
pulled quite a number of weeds by hand. But after a couple days, they
determined that there were too many weeds that were too deeply
entrenched. Our landscaping hadn’t been properly maintained in years
and invasive species had taken root and weren’t willing to go quietly.
Pulling them all out by hand wasn’t practical.
Plan B: a thick plastic tarp. If all goes according to plan, by the
beginning of the summer, the weeds under the black plastic tarp will
all be dead. And then it will be time to plant! Keeping in line with our
natural approach, we will be planting mostly native species. This will
include butterfly milkweed, moss phlox, flowering spurge, fox sedge,
and red columbine. There will also be witch hazel and bayberry bushes
in the backyard.
Native species naturally quell weeds and don’t require fertilizers.
They also don’t need as much watering as non-native species, and they
prevent soil erosion. Native plants are especially effective at reducing
pollution by removing carbon from the air. And they provide food and
shelter for pollinators and other wildlife.
Of course, nothing will stop weeds completely. But soil solarization and native landscaping are good ways to abate their return.

Resources

To learn more about native plants, and sustainable and regenerative
landscaping, here are some links and two books of interest. DC’s
RiverSmart program also provides rebates and incentives to landscape
responsibly.
https://doee.dc.gov/riversmart
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
https://dcist.com/story/19/09/18/want-to-encourage-native-bees-andwildlife-plant-local/

Photos: Adriana Cordero.

Silent Spring, by Rachel Carson
Lawns into Meadows, by Owen Wormser.
*Adriana Cordero is a long-time Glover Park resident, a graphic designer,
and a nature-lover, but definitely not a gardener—and not for lack of
trying!

April
April 2021
2021
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Real Estate Watch

Your Stuff Has Got to Go!
Maggie Simpson

C

lutter. It makes us feel bad. We think we like our “stuff ”—
but too much, in the wrong place, has a profound impact on
our mood and self-esteem. Realtors see its effect on buyers
every day as they quickly leave a house that would otherwise be
perfect for them.
Researchers at UCLA’s Center on Everyday Lives and Families
(CELF) have found a link between high cortisol (stress hormone)
levels in female home owners and a high density of household
objects. The more stuff, the more stress women feel. Men are not
nearly as much affected, and this leads to tension between women
and their partners. Even when families agree that they want to
reduce clutter, they often can’t seem to do so because of sentimental
attachments or a belief that their things have (hidden) monetary
value.
If you’re thinking of selling your home, there is no question:
your “stuff ” has got to go! But the spring market is here, so don’t
waste time trying to sort through everything. Instead, pack it all
up in boxes labeled by room; arrange for a storage container to be
delivered to your doorstep by a company like PODS or SmartBox.
Load the container and have it whisked away, at least for now. Once
your home sells, you can have the storage container delivered to
your new place and sort through things at your leisure.
If you are not selling, but you’d like to feel more at ease every
day, here are a few strategies you can use:
• Adopt what HouseLogic.com calls the Rule of Five. Every time
you get up from your desk or walk through a room, put away five
things.
• Be Ruthless about Your Kitchen Sink. Promise yourself a clear
kitchen sink. Take a few seconds every day to place dishes in the

Glover Park Gazette

dishwasher rather than dump them in the sink. A clean sink will
instantly raise your spirits and decrease your anxiety.
• Put Photos Away. Keep a few photos displayed in frames if you
wish, but put the rest in a family album or on a CD for future
viewing. This will immediately declutter many flat surfaces.
• Clear the Refrigerator Door. There’s a correlation between the
number of items stuck to the fridge door and the amount of clutter
throughout the house, so toss any extra magnets, put take-out
menus in a drawer, and consider moving calendars, schedules and
everything else to the side of the fridge.
• Fill a box. Finally, pack items you don’t use in a box, then date it,
seal it, and place it in a closet. If you haven’t opened that box in a
year, donate it—unopened!

Glover Park Sales of Single-Family Houses
Address

Sold Price

Date

3752 Benton St NW

$1,688,500

3801 W St NW

$1,170,000

2225 38th St NW

$1,050,000
$1,600,000
$1,132,000

3/4/21
3/5/21
3/8/21
3/8/21
3/31/21

2224 Hall Pl NW
2308 39th St NW
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Proposed School Changes to Ease Overcrowding
Lisa McCluskey

The decisions that DC Public Schools are making now regarding the
new build at Foxhall/Hardy and the purchase of the Georgetown Day
School building on MacArthur Avenue impact all of us—elementary,
middle and high school. While Stoddert and Glover Park will see
extreme impacts, DCPS’ focus is much broader to lessen overcrowding
in all of the Ward 3 schools.
Boundary lines may be moved once again and kids in grades 3-5
could be moved to a new location, while your younger kids stay at
Stoddert. It could be that Hardy Middle School is moved and what you
thought would be a great opportunity for your kids to walk to middle
school may no longer be an option or if you have children in middle
school currently, they may be moved to a new high school in two years,
which may not be so easily accessible. Again, this means that there
could be major changes to our schools community/neighborhood and
possibly even home values.
You can learn about the plans discussed here. Materials from all
the planning meetings to-date are available here and the Community
Working Group membership list is here. Glover Park civic representatives are asking to be added to this working group for the last meetings.
We also encourage everyone to read the incredibly informative presentation deck presented at the March 25 DCPS planning meeting.
There are several upcoming opportunities for you to hear what is
being proposed. The Stoddert PTO will be breaking down the options
that DCPS is looking at and as a school community. We all need to
be aware of what is going on so decisions aren’t made without your
knowledge and you feel blindsided. We need as many parents and
neighbors as possible to hear these options, and help with transparency
and equitable options.
DCPS will be joining a Stoddert PTO Zoom meeting Wednesday,
April 7 to outline possible changes and gather community input. It is
extremely important that we receive input for the future of our school
community. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. Please visit
www.stoddert.org for the link. We will be posting additional information on the Glover Park listserv.

How to Take Action

Here are some things you can do now, and how you can contact our
Ward 3 representatives:
Tuesday, April 6. Join the GPCA zoom meeting to get a brief overview
and hear from the Mayor’s Ward 3 liaison.
Wednesday, April 7. DCPS will join our PTO meeting at 6:30 p.m. and
present the options discussed along with their views of the pros/cons
and solicit your reactions. Zoom information to come.
Thursday, May 13. ANC3B will be hosting DCPS to discuss this
process.
Fill out the DCPS Survey. DCPS also plans to circulate a survey to
collect opinions. It is really important you participate and have your
voices heard. This will be shared on the listserv.
Stay informed. Updates, meeting notes and important surveys will be
posted on Stoddert’s website www.stoddert.org and will be sent out on
the listserv.
Email Councilmember Cheh. We need Mary Cheh’s support on
this issue and she needs to hear from our community. You can email
Councilmember Cheh at MCheh@dccouncil.us and Legislative
Director for Councilmember Cheh, Michael Porcello at mporcello@
dccouncil.us.
We are forming working groups in Glover Park to collaborate and
offer equitable and sensible solutions. Please join the calls to hear more
or reach out to our Stoddert PTO Presidents Jorge Highland and Lucie
Leblois at president@stoddert.org.

Post Office Temporarily Closed

Glover Park’s Post Office—the Calvert Station—is
closed for “restoration” as a result of the fire at
Domino’s.
A notice posted on the post office’s door and
windows on March 29 advised that “all operations”
for the Calvert Station have temporarily been moved
to Friendship Station at 4005 Wisconsin Avenue.
Post Office Box customers can pick up their mail at
Friendship.
Friendship Hours
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Our sources (ie, a postal clerk at Friendship) say
that our beloved post office will reopen during the
week of September 12.
Hope so!
April 2021
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Glover Park Springs to Life

Glover Park Gazette

13
Photos: Kelly Dunham, Lisa McCluskey, Peter McCluskey, Kirsten Moore and Emily Wander.
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Veronica

Thank You Gazette Advertisers!

Housecleaning Service

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
j Many references
j Great Prices
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

301.593.0131

How is the Market?
Washington, DC is a city of
more than one real estate
market. And even in Glover Park,
we see very different trends
depending on the price point
and whether the property is a
house, condo or coop.
Call me any time for a
market review, customized
for your interests.

Please stop by and enjoy our new
adult beverage to-go pouches and
our Rocklands Bourbon! Goes great with
sunshine and our outdoor picnic tables!
Your Hometown Barbeque
Since 1990!

Erin Sobanski

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the
heart of every transaction.
Personal, professional service, knowledge of
the business and 20 years experience.
Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your
needs in DC & VA.

Realtor®
301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

Thesmallofficewiththebigreputation.

(202) 965-8800

Professional results start with
a trip to your local Ace.

$7 OFF

your next purchase of $40+
Reg-priced items only. One per
customer, one time use. Not valid on
Yeti, ring, or nest. Expires 5/2/21

2233 Wisconsin Ave NW | (202) 333-6378

