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Opportunities Abound

Volunteer in your neighborhood!
Randy Rieland

For Jackie Blumenthal, it began with her frustration with frequent 
late-night carousing by customers from a nearby Wisconsin 
Avenue bar. For Melissa Lane, it was when she thought it would 

be fun to help out with Glover Park Day.  

Often, a person’s involvement with a community such as Glover 
Park starts with a personal matter—parking headaches or a concern 
about bike safety. Or maybe it begins with a child going to Stoddert 
Elementary. 

For some, like Blumenthal and Lane, the initial concern evolved into a 
deeper and long-lasting commitment to a neighborhood, one that has 
engaged them to a level they couldn’t have imagined way back when. 

Blumenthal, who moved to Glover Park in 2000, first started attending 
Glover Park Citizens’ Association (GPCA) meetings, and eventually 
became the organization’s president. That’s when she says she learned—
from community leaders like the late Sophia Henry and long-time 
resident Milton Grossman— how to serve a neighborhood. “From 
them, I got a real sense of stewardship, a sense of doing things that are 
inclusive,” she said. “Hear all sides. Don’t ram your own ideas through. 
Try to find a communal solution.”

Lane moved here in 1987, and first got involved as a volunteer for 
Glover Park Day in the mid-1990s. “I saw it as a way to contribute to 
the neighborhood,” she said. “And it just kept escalating from there.”  
Today, Lane, like Blumenthal, is on the Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission (ANC) 3B, which advises DC government on matters 
affecting Glover Park.

History of civic engagement
Another pressing responsibility for Lane is coordinating Glover Park 
Day, scheduled this year for Saturday, June 3. It’s an all-volunteer 
undertaking, and—at least in part due to the Covid-related hiatus—it’s 
been more difficult to recruit helpers. Lane also pointed to a shift in the 
neighborhood’s demographics. “There are a lot more younger families, 
and those people have a lot more to do than volunteer,” she said. “And 

recruiting local businesses to participate in Glover Park Day has been 
really tough the last few years. It’s been a rough time for them.”

Both Lane and Blumenthal see the commercial strip on Wisconsin 
Avenue and Stoddert as distinctive community assets, but so, they say, 
is Glover Park’s relatively small size that seems to keep it more close 
knit than many other D.C. neighborhoods. “Glover Park has really 
been a tight little community,” said Blumenthal. “There’s been a big 
history of civic engagement here. I think it would be a shame to lose 
that sense of sharing, you know, taking care of each other, respecting 
your neighbors’ opinions, and working together for the betterment of 
the community. “All those things are very important, especially these 
days,” she added. 

Lane pointed out that while “we’re always looking for more people 
to help out with Glover Park Day, there’s a range of opportunities for 
people to get more involved with the neighborhood, from joining in 
cleanup events at the Guy Mason Recreation Center to doing errands 
for the community’s older residents through Glover Park Village.

How to get involved: 
Glover Park Citizens’ Association (GPCA): This organization focuses 

Continued on page 5

Events like Glover Park Day can't happen without volunteers!

https://gpcadc.org/
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President’s Report
Nominate Your Favorites!
Lisa McCluskey

Nominations are now open for the 
Best of Glover Park. Check out the 
online nomination form and submit 

the name of your favorite establishments by 
April 10. Categories include Food and Drink, 
Goods and Services, Best Glover Parkers, 
and Best "Only in Glover Park." Voting will 
take place in late April. Winners will be an-
nounced before Glover Park Day. They will 
receive a special decal to display and brag-
ging rights! Make your nominations now!

 If you would like to volunteer or 
partner for this endeavor, reach out to me at 
president@gpcadc.org.

Please join us for our next meeting, 

Glover Park Citizens’ Association
Tuesday, April 4, 2023, 7 p.m.
Via Zoom
Agenda
MPD update
Treasurer's Report
Secretary's Report
Membership Report
Guy Mason Update
Vote on Donation to Ward 3 
    Food Support
Vote on GP beautification measures
Best of Glover Park Update
Glover Park Day Update
Introduction of 2023–24 GPCA  
     Board Slate of OfficersApril 4, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. We hope to see you 

online. 

We are currently seeking new committee members. If you would like to join us, please 
email gloverparkday@gpcadc.org to add your name to our mailing list 

and to receive weekly updates.  

Glover Park Day is being held Saturday, June 3. There is lots to be
done before and during the big day. We will be meeting on Saturday

mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Guy Mason Recreation Center 
on April 8, April 22, May 6, May 13, May 20, and May 27. 
We will also meet on Thursday, June 1, from 5 to 8 p.m. 

Volunteer for 
Glover Park Day!

Sign up to volunteer!

https://forms.gle/1NcwsrnEvHRF7gEC9
mailto:president%40gpcadc.org?subject=
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rc-usrT8vHdEyF9skwcc3MZDDKS3V5ZFe#/registration
mailto:gloverparkday%40gpcadc.org?subject=
https://gpcadc.org/glover-park-day/volunteer/
https://gpcadc.org/glover-park-day/volunteer/
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GPCA March 2023 Meeting Minutes
Alicia Allison

Continued on page 5

President Lisa McCluskey convened the 
March 7, 2023 meeting of the Glover Park 
Citizens Association (GPCA) at Stoddert 
Elementary School and opened the meeting 
at 7 p.m.  After welcoming the participants 
to GPCA’s first in-person meeting this year, 
she turned to Lt. Johnson of the Metropolitan 
Police Second District (MPD2) for the first 
agenda item.

Police Report. Lt. Johnson reported there 
had been no violent crime in the past 30 days. 
There had been a burglary, with Georgetown 
Valet Cleaners falling victim again; the 
perpetrator was caught in this instance and 
was linked to six other crimes. There were also  
10 thefts from autos during the period, and Lt. 
Johnson noted 5 of them were from vehicles 
with unlocked doors. One participant noted a 
perception that crime was up but the numbers 
didn’t reflect it; she wondered if perhaps some 
crimes just went unreported, and Lt. Johnson 
agreed property crimes in particular were 
often not reported.  

One participant asked if the theft of 
specific car parts was ongoing; Lt. Johnson 
said there had been one, but that numbers 
had decreased after an arrest two months ago 
in Fairfax. One participant noted there had 
been a broken front door at Pearson’s one 
night causing the alarm to go off, an incident 
that didn’t seem to be reflected in the report. 
Another inquired about a rash of windows 
being broken in Cleveland Park; Lt. Johnson 
confirmed MPD2 was tracking that.

Finally, one participant noted that it was 
very dark approaching Stoddert for that eve-
ning’s meeting, and wondered what could be 
done to alleviate that. Lt. Johnson shared that 
some neighbors living close to the school had 
wanted lower lighting, but that the issue was 
being examined in the context of planning for 
the addition at Stoddert.  

Repair, Reinstallation of Bench and Call Box
Members voted and approved a motion made 
at the February meeting for GPCA to provide 
$368.50 to repair and re-install a bench that 
had been damaged when a car lost control and 
went up on a Calvert Street NW curb near 
37th Street NW. GPCA member Jarrett Ferrier 
reported that he had examined the plaques 
on the 12 benches in the neighborhood’s 6 
“pocket parks” and recommended replacing 
them all given current wear and tear. He made 
a motion for GPCA to spend up to $500 to 
replace the plaques; the motion was seconded 
and members will vote during the April 
meeting. Ferrier also explained to the group 

that the call box damaged in the incident 
would need to be re-welded in order to be 
reinstalled, a project that would not be easy 
given its cast iron composition.  

Roger Mingo volunteered to research 
ways to recuperate funds from the driver’s in-
surance and to research vendors. One member 
offered an alternative design idea if welding 
was not possible, and another volunteered to 
reach out to his contacts at the ironworker 
union in town.  

Approval of the Minutes. The GPCA 
Secretary asked for a motion to approve the 
February minutes; the motion was passed 
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report
GPCA Vice-President Chris Finnegan 
provided the monthly Treasurer’s report on 
behalf of the GPCA Treasurer. He reported 
that assets stood at $17,807.59, with only light 
expenses the previous month.

Membership Report. Allen Tomlinson noted 
that GPCA currently had 207 members 
comprising 132 households. A recent spate of 
emails regarding expired memberships had 
not received a great response, and the group 
discussed strategies other than emails for 
addressing the issue. One participant noted 
that neighbors could benefit from all the 
GPCA services without paying dues, which 
disincentivized membership. Another noted 
that printed copies of the Gazette in the past 
with membership envelopes had yielded good 
results, and the group discussed the pros and 
cons of paper vs. on-line Gazettes and related 
costs.  

Another idea discussed was having one 
membership price for the entire year, regard-
less of what month one joined, so all would re-
new at the same time rather than on a rolling 
basis. Another recommended looking at how 
to incorporate QR codes into our materials. 
Finally, the group discussed whether in person 
or on-line meetings were preferable in terms 
of outreach and maximizing participation. The 
Executive Board took on board the comments 
and will develop a plan.  

Guy Mason Updates. Marsha Goldberg 
shared that the monthly book group would 
meet March 15 from 11 p.m. to noon to 
discuss Cold Comfort Farm by Stella Gibbons, 
written in 1932.  Copies of the book are 
available at Georgetown Library. 

The March 31 movie is the film adapta-
tion of Cold Comfort Farm, accompanied by 

lunch during the noon to 2:30 p.m. event.

Glover Park Day Update. Ariadne Henry 
reported that the Glover Park Day committee 
had held its first core group meeting and 
planned to hold its first organizational 
meeting March 11. The organizers will be 
meeting every other Saturday thereafter 
during March and April, and every Saturday 
beginning in May. Glover Park Day will be 
held June 3.  

The group is seeking volunteers to 
organize with local businesses, seek permits 
from DC government, and a lot of additional 
legwork.  On the day of, organizers need help 
with set up and breakdown. 

Councilmember Frumin’s Office. 
Elias Benda, Legislative Assistant for 
Councilmember Frumin, attended and noted 
that the Councilmember’s letter outlining 
his budget priorities was available on his 
website (https://mattfruminward3.com/
councilmember-frumins-fy2024-budget-
priorities/).  The budget will be presented by 
the Mayor on March 22. He provided his email 
address (EBenda@dccouncil.gov) and noted 
the constituent service portal for submitting 
requests (https://mattfruminward3.com/
constituent-service/).

New Business. Glover Park Village (GPV) 
representatives announced that the 
organization is starting a new project in 
response to ongoing food insecurity in the 
community, especially among some of our 
seniors in Glover Park.  GPV will begin by 
partnering with Catholic Charities’ SHARE 
Program, which provides one box of food 
per month for $25 for all who sign up.  In 
addition to assisting with raising awareness 
of the SHARE program in the neighborhood 
and supporting distribution of food boxes, 
over time GPV seeks funding to purchase 
SHARE food boxes and provide them at no 
cost to seniors in the neighborhood in need of 
assistance. 

GPV is seeking $2,500 in support of this 
effort. A motion was made and seconded to 
support GPV with a grant of up to $2,500, 
with an initial payment of $1,000 and addi-
tional disbursements of $500 upon request to 
the GPCA Board. This would allow for evalua-
tion of the project’s progress and sustainability 
before a second tranche of funds would be 
disbursed. Members requested a one-pager 
summarizing the proposed project before 
members vote next month.

https://mattfruminward3.com/councilmember-frumins-fy2024-budget-priorities/
https://mattfruminward3.com/councilmember-frumins-fy2024-budget-priorities/
https://mattfruminward3.com/councilmember-frumins-fy2024-budget-priorities/
mailto:EBenda@dccouncil.gov
https://mattfruminward3.com/constituent-service/
https://mattfruminward3.com/constituent-service/
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/
http://Members requested a one-pager summarizing
http://Members requested a one-pager summarizing
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ANC3B News 

March 2023 Meeting Highlights
Melissa Lane
•  Lt. Johnson, Second District MPD, said 
there were 14 property crimes in the past 30-
day period compared to 12 property crimes 
for the same period last year. The increase was 
driven by 8 thefts from auto, 4 of which were 
from cars with unlocked doors. Only one was 
the result of a stolen airbag. Also, MPD made 
an arrest for the two break-ins at Georgetown 
Valet. The person arrested was connected  to 7 
other break-ins as well.

 In Second District news, Commander 
Bedlion has moved to the DC Department 
of Homeland Security and Commander John 
Branch will be the new commander at 2D. He 
is most recently the commander of 7D and has 
been a member of MPD for 30 years.

•  Commissioner Lane presented a draft 
letter of support from ANC 3B for Glover 
Park Day, the annual neighborhood festival 
sponsored by the Glover Park Citizens’ 
Association, Friends of Guy Mason and the 
DC Department of Parks and Recreation. The 

event, the 32nd Glover Park Day will be on June 
3 at Guy Mason Recreation Center. The letter 
was approved unanimously.

•  Commissioner Lavezzo presented a letter 
of support for Lights Out DC. This voluntary 
event brings attention to the issue of light 
pollution. Residents and businesses are asked 
to turn off nonessential lights 8:30–9:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 25. This is the first year in 
which D.C. will participate in the event. The 
letter was approved unanimously.

•  Commissioner Howie gave an update on the 
Stoddert school expansion design. The School 
Improvement Team (SIT) meeting in February 
was cancelled because of the sudden death 
of Mark McCants, a first-grade teacher at 
Stoddert. A memorial service will be held for 
Mr. McCants in mid-March. She also reported 
that $300,000 was cut from the Stoddert 
budget for 2024. To make up this shortfall, 
Principal Rivas was able to secure three grants 

Jarrett Ferrier moved that GPCA allocate 
up to $3,000, to include labor and materi-
als, to beautify the traffic triangle at Calvert 
Street NW and Wisconsin Avenue NW and 
37th Street.  GPCA has the responsibility to 
maintain this area, and already has some 
funding dedicated to landscaping there.  This 
amount would allow for additional plants, soil, 
and mulch to upgrade the site.  GPCA plans 
to put a Glover Park Day banner there and the 

and rely on a small army of volunteers to reach 
out to local businesses, assist with set-up and 
take-down, and help with a thousand and one 
day-of tasks. Here’s where you can volunteer to 
help and this is where you can join GPCA.

Glover Park Village: This volunteer-based 
nonprofit is geared to helping older residents 
of the community through arranging events 
and giving classes, as well as providing 
transportation or running errands for seniors. 
Here’s where you volunteer. 

Glover Park Citizens’ Association (GPCA): 
This organization focuses on neighborhood 
issues and preserving the community’s 
family-friendly identity. Its meetings are on 
the first Tuesday of the month at Stoddert 
Elementary or via Zoom. The GPCA 
sponsors events during Halloween, a Winter 
holiday party, and a lively Porch Fest, and 
sponsors, along with the DC Department of 
Parks and Recreation, the neighborhood’s 
biggest and most beloved event—Glover Park 
Day. Preparations are months in the making 

Glover Park Main Street:  This organization 
focuses on strengthening the vitality of Glover 
Park's business communty. Volunteers can 
provide support by working on committees, 
contributing to beautifying the street and 
planning local events. Here’s where you can 
join.

Friends of Guy Mason: This works with city 
agencies to maintain, improve and beautify 
the grounds and facilities of the Guy Mason 
Recreation Center. Volunteer here.

Continued from page 1

so that there will be no staff layoffs.

•  Christopher Lucas, Alyce McFarland, and 
Nicole McEntee from the D.C. Office of the 
Tenant Advocate (OTA) gave a presentation 
on their office’s work. OTA provides legal 
and technical advice and services to tenants 
to resolve landlord disputes and provides 
outreach and education to renters about their 
rights and rental housing laws and regulation. 
Detailed information is available at the OTA 
website (https://ota.dc.gov).

•  Victoria Zuckerman, a resident on 
Cathedral Avenue, spoke about the continuing 
problem of deteriorating crosswalks on her 
street. Commissioner Blumenthal will send 
contact information for DDOT Ward 3 
representatives to help address the issue. She 
also introduced Commissioner Carroll, who is 
the ANC commissioner for Victoria’s area.

Next Meeting:  Thursday, April 13. 

Continued from page 4
triangle is in a very visible location, thus worth 
the investment.  The motion was seconded 
and will be voted upon in the April meeting.

President Lisa McCluskey noted that the 
time had come to make nominations for next 
year’s Board, and a nominating committee 
would begin work.  She welcomed expressions 
of interest in all of the Board positions.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 

https://gpcadc.org/glover-park-day/volunteer/
https://gpcadc.org/glover-park-day/volunteer/
https://gpcadc.org/join-gpca
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/volunteer
https://gpcadc.org/
https://gloverparkmainstreet.org/
https://gloverparkmainstreet.org/resources/volunteer/
https://gloverparkmainstreet.org/resources/volunteer/
http://www.friendsofguymason.org/
http://www.friendsofguymason.org/support.html
https://ota.dc.gov
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Puttering in the Garden

Readying Tools for Your Garden
Laura Ivey and Roger Williams 

An expert gardener in our family took us in hand when we 
inherited our Glover Park plot. He guessed rightly that we 
had not cleaned tools “right and proper” last fall, and in 

late January came a long and loving lecture about how our fathers, 
and their fathers before them, put their tools away in the fall, fol-
lowed by some good advice. Herewith is his oblation to tools and 
those of us who use them.

The groundhog says it’ll be spring before you know it, and he 
won’t do this for you. Getting your tools ready for battle is a DIY 
job. You want a bottle/can of linseed oil; a 6” mill bastard file with 
a handle for sharpening that shovel or those pruners; and maybe 
rust remover, such as WD 40 Specialist Penetrant (not the same as 
regular WD-40) or Rust-Oleum Rust Dissolver. You’ll want a wire 
brush, depending on which level of Hell you left your tools at last 
fall, and some rags to do the job. For a surface, use the Business 
section of the Sunday paper. This is real work!

Knock any crud off your shovel, rakes, soil saws, shears, prun-
ers, and trowels. And pay attention. If you are watching a game 
while doing this, you will cut up your fingers, and you’ll be needing 
them later. Clean the tools with the wire brush. Maybe wash with 
soap and water if you must, then set the tools to dry, polishing off 
any residual rust with the steel wool. 

With a cloth rag, rub a bit of linseed oil on the exposed, clean, 
bare steel, and the wood handles, too. Let it set for a minute or two, 
then rub the oil off, leaving a thin film on the surfaces. Once set, 
that keeps your tools from rusting so quickly. How much linseed 
oil? Ask if you need more information.

One year our shears and pruners rusted shut, but we were 
cautioned not to despair. You can usually take them apart to clean 
them or spray them with that Penetrant/rust dissolver. But truth be 
told, you can also take the tools to Strosniders in Bethesda (www.
strosniders.com, 6930 Arlington Rd, Bethesda, MD 20814, 301 
654-5688) or check with the knife guy at Union Market—District 
Cutlery, www.districtcutlery.com, 1309 5th St. NE, 20002). 

There was then a long dissertation on stones, files, and wheels 
for sharpening and why blunt tools are a poor way to start off your 
gardening season. So sharpen them before your work year starts. 
The short version is this: follow the original angle on the tool using 
the file, and only push the file, never pull towards you. Get your 
tools sharp and they do half the work for you. Early humans used 

clubs; you don’t need to.
How you carry your tools matters, too. My resident expert car-

ries his tools in a Bucket Boss, keeping individual tools sharp. He has 
no use for waterproof plastic boxes that leave tools banging around 
inside. The pocketed fabric sleeves he uses slide onto a standard five-
gallon plastic bucket (available at Lowes or Home Depot). Amazon 
and Northern Tool have them, too. A similar product by Duluth 
Trading Company has a nice rope handle. But inevitably, plastic 
buckets lose their plastic grips, but an old chunk of garden hose will 
fix that in a jiffy. Silica absorbent in the bucket will keep things dry, 
too. Keep those tools under cover and away from moisture.

Here we are, talking about the spring garden. But no matter the 
month, there is always something to do. Starting seeds can go on into 
July, even August for your fall crops. Then there are tasks like turning 
worm beds, mending fences against deer, and testing and amending 
your soil. A technical piece on soil testing will follow shortly.

Keep at it, troopers, and may your reward be in carrots and kale!

http://www.strosniders.com/
http://www.strosniders.com/
http://www.districtcutlery.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Bucket-Boss-10056-Organizer-Pocket/dp/B00QQL2G18/ref=sr_1_3?gclid=Cj0KCQiAofieBhDXARIsAHTTldod7oYArstzri_zIcuTqzQzxf3BjObAP73fIz6p7AEqbfOGoLbI828aAp9bEALw_wcB&hvadid=234020554460&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9008276&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=4220079121547188031&hvtargid=kwd-387376190122&hydadcr=28788_10167633&keywords=the+bucket+boss&qid=1675532576&sr=8-3
https://www.duluthtrading.com/s/DTC/bucket-master-tool-organizer-35205.html?color=DEV
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rc-usrT8vHdEyF9skwcc3MZDDKS3V5ZFe#/registration
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We figure there are three kinds of gardeners: ones who start the seeds 
indoors; ones who directly sow the seeds when the weather and soil 
temperature are warm enough; ones who buy/beg/get seedlings or 
grown plants from your favorite farmers' market or big box store. 
Each has a place, no guilt.

If you are starting seeds given by friends, try soaking them for 
a day before planting. If too small to manage when wet, mix those 
seeds with sand before wetting, then dib out a small amount of sand, 
presumably containing seeds, to your starting tray or pot. 

Temperatures and light
Any seed bought commercially will have been conditioned, or  
stratified, meaning “prepared to sprout” in their native situation. 
Some of your friend’s seeds, particularly more northern varieties, 
require a chilling period, sometimes even a freezing period of a 
month or more, before they will sprout. Most saved seeds that grow 
in our region will be happy with a spell in the fridge, a month or 
more.

Seeds started indoors may have particular requirements beyond 
conditioning. Many seed companies have planting/germination 
guides that give a clue to a good soil germination temperature for 
that seed. Remember, the seeds are programmed to wake up only 
when the situation is good for them, so soil temperature matters. You 
may want a planting mat and a controller to maintain that perfect 
temperature.   

Some seeds require light even to sprout, so planting depth is im-
portant. And all plants will require light to grow. Of interest, plants 
want different wavelengths (blue vs red) depending on whether 
they are in growth phase or reproductive phase. Modern grow lights 
are LED, and can give you the proper blue wavelengths for starting 
plants. As well, the concentration of light matters, so make sure your 
light proximity can be adjusted. Note how this plant stand allows the 
light to be raised or lowered.

The allium family (onion, garlic, leek) has some interesting 
quirks, in that they are sensitive to the duration of daylight. This is 
why Vidallia onions are grown in Georgia and Texas. Be sensitive to 
the day-length designation for different varieties. In DC, long- and 
medium-day onions grow well enough.

And plants need more light than you might think. Seed starters 
will want to put their lights on a timer to allow up to 16 hours a day 
—so, not in your bedroom, please! Moreover, your modern kitchen 
window isn’t your grandmother’s kitchen window, and may not be 
a good place for the seeds. Most modern windows have coatings 
to keep both temperature and certain wavelengths out so as to not 
fade your rugs or furniture. These windows can be an effective black 
box for plants. Specific plant lighting gives you a more controlled 
environment. 

Often overlooked is water temperature. Roger grows an old va-
riety of peppers (Fish Peppers) with an interesting history, and those 
want warmth all the time, including the water added to the planting 
tray. Once, using plain cold tap water, he set those seedlings back 
three weeks—not good for a long season plant! Baby bottle warm is 
about right.

Growing true
There is a big however in starting seeds, especially ones 
gifted to you. Heirloom will “grow true” the next year. 
However, many commercially available seeds are patented 
hybrids, bred to produce certain qualities like bug resistance 
or size (but not necessarily taste or nutritive value), and 
won’t grow true from seeds saved from that plant, due to 
cross pollination. Laura saw this when a “volunteer” squash 
took over when they went out of town. The squash was 
not tasty and did not look like any other squash in all our 
Glover Park gardens. Lesson learned! Any seed packet that 
says it is a hybrid or “F1” will deliver produce as promised 
on the label, but the seeds within that melon or tomato are 
not worth saving. Sometimes you will get lucky, but you 
might want that garden space for something you actually 
want to eat.

Fruit trees are a whole other story. In Laura’s DC apart-
ment, growing dwarf trees in pots is the patio option. Most 
of these are either hybrids or grafted onto suitable roots, 
shrinking the size while ensuring that the tree produces 
good fruit. When buying a dwarf tree, read the variety de-
scription carefully as the fruit tree’s ability to survive damp 
cold winters or humid baking summers will depend on its 
roots. 

Some root systems thrive in the wet, some in the dry, 
some want to dive deep and some want to spread out. Avo-
cado, citrus, and most tropical fruit seeds don’t “come true,” 
so that lemon seed you started may not give you the Meyer 
lemon you want. Even so, consider the apple: the 1905 book 
Apples of New York is a testament to the variant apples 
produced by successful natural cross-breeding. A wonderful 
pair of books, even a lifetime pursuit, if you have the time 
and inclination. What ho, Mr. Appleseed!

Puttering in the Garden

Starting Seeds
Laura Ivey and Roger Williams 

https://www.greencastonline.com/tools/soil-temperature
https://www.greencastonline.com/tools/soil-temperature
https://www.prairienursery.com/resources-guides/seed-stratification/#:~:text=What%20is%20Seed%20Stratification%3F,and%20initiate%20the%20germination%20process.
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/vegetables/beets/round-beets/chioggia-guardsmark-organic-beet-seed-25G.html
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/vegetables/beets/round-beets/chioggia-guardsmark-organic-beet-seed-25G.html
https://vivosun.com/vivosun-seedling-heat-mat-with-dual-digital-display-thermostat-10x20.75-black-warm-hydroponic-heating-pad-for-seed-germination-p104828928079527956-v104828928079527957?utm_content=feed&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=pLA-HEAT-0310&gclid=CjwKCAjwoIqhBhAGEiwArXT7KwwqwWuqpOPVXZxGrZJypa-s3VaoO-eWo8K_WowJDkqE7Tr0nWaR8BoC-AkQAvD_BwE
https://bioslighting.com/grow-light-spectrum-led-plants/grow-lighting
https://bioslighting.com/grow-light-spectrum-led-plants/grow-lighting
https://parkseed.com/seed-starting-universal-t5-light-stand/p/35577/
https://www.johnnyseeds.com/growers-library/vegetables/onions/onion-bulbing-daylength-latitude-map.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fish_pepper
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Apples_of_New_York/JXZFAAAAYAAJ?hl=en
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The North "Shore"

Greetings from . . . Ocean Grove?
Cyn Bosnian

Having grown up spending many summers “down the shore” 
(yes, I grew up near Philly) in towns as diverse as Belmar to 
Ocean City to Avalon and Stone Harbor, I can honestly say 

the shore is so much more than a bunch of beaches and boardwalks. 
It’s probably one of the most unique collections of seaside towns on the 
East Coast and, possibly, the country.

The infamous “Jersey Shore” reality show (thankfully no more) 
aside, the northern New Jersey shore beckons with options ranging 
from glitzy to artsy to honky-tonk to quaint. Here are just two of the 
dozens that dot the coast. While not a day trip from DC, the north 
shore is definitely doable as a long weekend. 

Greetings from Asbury Park…
So reads the album title (and sign on the historic Convention Center) 
of the legendary musician who got his start there, Bruce Springsteen.

The town was founded in 1871 by James A. Bradley, a New York 
City broom manufacturer and Methodist who had visited a summer 
camp meeting in Ocean Grove and purchased about 500 acres of land 
to the north that would become Asbury Park.

Built in 1929, the Beaux-Arts casino and its accompanying 
arcade made it one of NJ’s premier resort towns. Only the shell of the 
once-beautiful casino remains (albeit barely) and the attached carousel 
building now boasts, ahem, revolving art exhibits. 

Asbury will always hold a special place in my heart as my parents 
met there long ago at one of the big Armenian dances that were held at 
a now-defunct hotel. You wouldn’t be reading this if it weren’t for that 
chance meeting! 

Over the years, Asbury fell into disrepair after the 1970 race riots, 
and the town never fully recovered. The new casinos in Atlantic City 
also took away tourists as folks flocked there in the late 70s.  

Resuscitated from its somewhat seedy past, Asbury has in the 
past decade become a vibrant arts and music center. Walking the                 
10 minutes or so from the boardwalk to the small downtown, you’ll 
find a variety of shops, unique attractions (pinball museum, anyone?), 
and restaurants aplenty.  

There’s still plenty of loud music (and some of that honky-tonk 
past) to be found at the Stone Pony, so no trip to Asbury would be 
complete without a visit to pay homage to The Boss, Springsteen. And 
if you’re lucky, he may even pop in, as he’s known to do there and at 
the nearby, curiously painted (think Mad Magazine mascot meets 19th 

century carnival man) Wonder Bar. I didn’t have any luck, but maybe 
you will…

Where the Faithful Come to Camp
Just a literal stone’s throw south of Asbury over the pedestrian bridge 
is the quaint hamlet of Ocean Grove. For a real study in contrast, stand 
on the serene OG side of the narrow waterway during one of the Pony’s 
outdoor shows; the juxtaposition of serene vis a vis screeching guitars 
couldn’t be more jarring.

The neighboring towns may share a history of a bygone era but 
that’s about it. As I strolled the charming main street lined with a 
handful of shops, restaurants and inns, I finally found the quiet miss-

ing from Asbury. Walking a few blocks over, I discovered a festively 
decorated village green in the shadow of a few old buildings, including 
an imposing structure known as the Great Auditorium. 

On the Auditorium’s perimeter and surrounding streets, I found 
seemingly endless rows of curious-looking tent houses. Wandering 
the narrow alleyways separating them, I was awestruck by the colorful 
awnings, cute porches and small lawns decorated with flags, lanterns, 
hanging plants/flowers, and lawn flamingos. I’d never seen anything 
like it. 

Founded by Methodists in 1869, Ocean Grove started as a 
summer camp for the faithful, hence the tents. They later formed a 
community and added year-round cottages and buildings, including 
the Auditorium. Known for its architecture and acoustics, the massive 
structure can seat over 6,000 and hosts worship services, concerts, and 
other programs throughout the year. I had just missed the Victorian 
Day celebration, which included silent films accompanied by the giant 
pipe organ (one of the world’s largest). I vowed to return. 

The Methodists’ Camp Meeting Association still rents the tents, 
Continued on page 9

Asbury Park Convention Center. 

Ocean Grove rental tents.

Editor’s Note: Cyn is a long-time Glover Parker who, like many of us, 
savors short trips to expand her familiarity of our region. Following is 
the second in a series about off-the-beaten track road trips from the DC 
region. 

https://www.theinnsofoceangrove.com/blog/ocean-grove-nj-great-auditorium/
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owns much of the land, and works to preserve the town’s Victorian 
design. Each summer, 114 tents—in honor of the tradition from the 
town’s founding—are erected. Thinking about renting a tent or cot-
tage? First, you’ll need to get on the waitlist (which has more than 300 
people—some of whom have been waiting since the 80s, as founding 
families’ descendants get first dibs) and be interviewed by the As-
sociation. Tents run $4–5K for the summer and no weekly rentals are 
permitted. 

As for the unique tents, the front room consists of a canvas roof 
framed by a wooden structure on three sides. It’s attached to a cabin 
with a kitchen, toilet and shower that creates a seamless enclosed space 
totaling a mere 600 square feet. Think glamping—well, sort of. 

Every tenter/renter volunteers or helps the church or town, such 
as providing religious instruction at a bible school or checking beach 
badges. Of course, religious traditions continue to this day—includ-
ing the Christmas pageant I witnessed on the boardwalk that August 
afternoon, replete with nativity shepherds and “animals.”

Ocean Grove is a dry town, and the beach doesn’t open until 
noon on Sundays; restaurants (along with some good ‘ole-fashioned 
ice cream shops!) are limited and tend to close early. Fortunately, you 
won’t find any chain-style hotels/motels here; B & B’s (in a variety of 
price ranges) are the norm and quite plentiful. The town does have a 
boardwalk, museum and a theater along with year-round events but 
lacks the commercial attractions of other shore towns. But sometimes, 
as I found, it’s nice to disconnect. Step back in time to this special 
place, and you just may agree.

Cyn is passionate about travel, holistic health/wellness and sustainability. 
When not writing or planning her Roadtrippin’ East Coast and Parts 
Beyond Meetups, she can be found biking, hiking, creating, or just 
exploring our environs (especially those off-the-beaten track) for new and 
interesting things to do. Feel free to contact her at Cynthesyze@gmail.
com.

Continued from page 8

Ocean Grove boardwalk. 

St. Luke's Mission Center, located across the street from 
the Guy Mason Park, hosted a pet and family friendly 
event on April 1. Festivities included free lunch, crafts for 
kids, an open mic session and help with the community 
garden plots on their grounds.

The St. Luke’s Mission Center is a nonprofit organization 
that administers and funds a variety of initiatives around 
hunger and homelessness services on behalf of the   
Metropolitan Memorial United Methodist Parish. 

Seeds, Soup, and Songs

Bring your own chair/blanket/basket. 
Questions? Email: dclark224@gmail.com

https://www.oceangrove.org/
https://www.oceangrove.org/
mailto:Cynthesyze@gmail.com
mailto:Cynthesyze@gmail.com
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Glover Park Village 
Free Events in April 
Brain Health Series
Stronger Memory Check-in (zoom)
Tuesday, April 11, 1–2:30
Trying to develop a better memory? Join us for these sessions featuring “check-in” conversations about the easy 
at-home reading, writing, and simple math exercises. These exercises are fun and have been shown to “light up” 
your brain! Sign up here.

Top to Toe Gentle Movement
Thursday, April 20, 1–2 p.m.
Join Lisa (Sally) Bregman as she guides us in the science-based benefits of meditative movement. Pastries, coffee, 
and a warm friendly gathering. Join us! Free parking. 
Location: 2829 Wisconsin Avenue at Temple Micah.
Sign up here.

Coffee & Conversation
Drawing/Art Meetup
Tuesday, April 25, Noon
Chat, sip and enjoy talking about art with your neighbors. Plan future art classes/meetups to bring more art to Glover Park! 
Location: Guy Mason Recreation Center, 3600 Calvert Street, NW.
Sign up here.

Top to Toe Gentle Movement
Thursday, April 27, 1–2 p.m.
Celebrate spring and join Sally Bregman in gentle movement based on science and meditation. Enjoy refreshments and the 
company of warm friendly neighbors.
Free parking. Location: 2829 Wisconsin Avenue at Temple Micah.
Sign up here.

Please go to our website at www.gloverparkvillage.org for more information and to see additional events. Call 
202-436-5545 to sign up for any event, to ask for services or to volunteer to help out a neighbor.

We have all been reading about and 
experiencing the problems caused by the 
high cost of food. In addition, the changes 
in government assistance during COVID as 
well as cutbacks in other programs have left 
many of us wondering how we will afford fresh 
produce, quality meat and poultry products. 
In fact, our city has one of the highest rates 
of seniors living in poverty (15%) compared 
with the rest of the country and our very own 
Glover Park has many of those low-income 
folks making choices about what quantity and 
quality of food they can afford.

To help combat this food problem, Glover 
Park Village (GPV) is launching a new pro-
gram to help those in the Village community 
get low cost or free food. 

The new Glover Park Village Food Sup-

port Program aims to alleviate concerns about 
affordable food for those in Glover Park who 
belong to the Village. With the expertise and 
help of a GPV volunteer, Barbara Ferris, we 
are in the process of creating a system that 
will provide fresh fruits and vegetables as well 
as meat, poultry, etc. at a reasonable price or 
perhaps for free. Barbara has been successfully 
helping run the Feed the Family Pantry on 
Connecticut Avenue for several years under 
the umbrella of her organization, Interna-
tional Women’s Democracy Center.

 Initially, GPV is working with Catholic 
Charities' SHARE, a nonprofit, community-
based organization dedicated to distributing 
healthy groceries on a monthly basis at a 
deep discount to supplement a family’s food 
budget. Each food box contains the groceries 

available that month, such as meat, poultry, 
fresh vegetables and often beans, dessert, rice, 
and other staples all for $25. The Village is also 
in the process of developing partnerships with 
the Glover Park Citizens’ Association, Friends 
of Guy Mason, the Guy Mason Department of 
Parks and Recreation Center, and many resi-
dents who wish to see food support programs 
thrive in our area. 

We are looking for volunteers to drive 
once a month to pick up and deliver groceries, 
help with outreach, and other tasks associated 
with making sure our Glover Park neighbors 
get the food they need to thrive. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about 
this program either as a volunteer or as a 
food box recipient, please sign up here.

Glover Park Village

Glover Park Village to Launch Food Support Program
Holly Pollinger 

https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/events/brain-health-weekly-check-ins-4
http://www.templemicah.org/
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/events/top-to-toe-5
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/events/coffeeandconversationdrawingmeetup
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/events/coffeeandconversationdrawingmeetup
http://www.templemicah.org/
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/events/top-to-toe-6
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/food-support
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/food-support
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/food-support
https://www.gloverparkvillage.org/food-support
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             Retrieval

Ten years ago she died. This morning
I could not recall her name, no matter
how hard I tried. It was lost somewhere 
inside the labyrinth of my brain.
I could recall long lunches, bunches 
of flowers she brought, books we bought
to share, times we spent at beaches.

For hours, today, I sought her hidden name.
Later, unbidden, it came to me, clear
and calm and confident, Pat. I welcomed 
her with joy, and a hint of dread. Not of the dead, 
but sensing I could lose my past, bit by bit.
I recited, from memory, Spring and Fall,
a poem by Gerard Manley Hopkins,

stumbling only where I always have.
                                                                             
 Edna Small
                                                                                                      

three haiku

along the river

you came with me

part way

*

in the clouds

lost you

once more

*

your voice

still answers

five years late

        Edna Small

Do You Haiku?
Compete in the Georgetown Library Haiku Contest. Celebrate National Poetry Month this April by 
participating in our Haiku Contest! Click here to enter. Create your own 17-syllable masterpiece on 
one of the following topics:

•  A DC moment / observed in DC
•  Something that you are grateful for
•  Seasons, or
•  Something small and wild.

Haikus traditionally have three lines of 5 syllables-7 syllables-5 syllables, though that isn’t an absolute rule. All haiku are brief 
and expressive. Poets of all ages are eligible to enter and may submit up to two haikus. Prize-winners will take home Library 
swag and eternal glory! Winning poems will be posted in the Library and on the Library website in May. To enter, pick up a      
paper form from the Library or enter online with our online form. Please submit entries from April 1 to April 30.

https://dclibrary.libnet.info/event/8227236
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Real Estate Watch 

Marry the House and Date the Rate
Maggie Simpson

Glover Park Sales of Single-Family Houses

Address Sold Price Date
3811 Benton St. NW $1,325,000 3/20/23

The lead up to what is sometimes called “purchase season” in 
real estate is being described as “bumpy” for the DC area. At the 
beginning of February, buyers and sellers geared up for the spring 
market as is usual—particularly since mortgage rates had begun to 
fall at the beginning of the year. But then rates moved upward over 
the month and this muted the burgeoning housing market activity. 
As of the end of February, the Washington DC area had 3,922 
pending sales—over 28% lower than for February 2022. 

Despite mortgage rate increases, though, showing activity rose 
in February, moving from 62,457 showings of properties for sale 
in December to 97,497 showings in January, and to 103,136 in 
February. While showings remain below their levels from last year, 
this month-to-month increase certainly supports the idea that the 
typical growth of interest in real estate at the beginning of each year 
is again occurring in 2023. 

Inventory, too, has improved year-over-year beginning with 
October 2022. This is a good thing for buyers, but it’s a minor 
improvement. The number of homes for sale still remains 
extremely low. At 5,002 in February 2023 for the Washington DC 
area, homes for sale are down about 40% from this time in 2020 
(pre-pandemic.) Many existing homeowners, who might otherwise 
want to sell and move to a new home, are sitting out the market 
because they don’t want to give up a rock-bottom mortgage rate.

Even with fewer buyers, rising mortgage rates, and high home 
prices, home prices are still rising. In the DC metro area, prices have 
been up year-over-year for the past several months. Buyers who 
remain in the market are still finding relatively few options, and 
therefore prices continue to be pushed upward. Although higher 
mortgage rates have made it more difficult for some buyers, many 
are bringing significant equity—or cash—to the transaction.

The cautiousness of both buyers and sellers will determine the 
direction of active listings as the spring buying season unfolds. In 
the end, most experts believe that people are ready to “marry the 
house and date the rate!” That is, most potential buyers will want 
to move forward to secure an appreciating asset with a reasonably 
affordable payment, and plan on refinancing in the future.

If you need and want to buy a home, now is as good a time as any 
if you are focused on the true nature of real estate, which is this: in 
real estate, significant gains are likely to accrue—but you’ve got to 
play the long game.

Guy Mason Virtual Reading Group
Wednesday, April 19, 11 a.m.– noon
This month we are reading NW by Zadie Smith. The tragicomic novel by the acclaimed British author 
presents the interconnected story of several protagonists living in northwest London. The characters’ 
identities and concerns differ, but they are united by their search for an authentic sense of self. To join the 
group and receive the link to participate in the virtual meeting, please contact Wendell Kellar at Wendell.
kellar@dc.gov. Copies of the book are available at the Georgetown Branch of the DC Library. Ask the 
librarian for the location of the books for the Guy Mason Reading Group.

Lunch and a Movie
Friday, April 28, noon –2:30 p.m. In person. 
Please join us for light lunch and a film. The movie for this month is Waking Ned Devine. Lunch is at 
noon and the movie starts at 1 p.m. If you would like to join us, please RSVP by contacting Marsha 
Goldberg at mslonegoldberg@gmail.com or call the Guy Mason Recreation Center at 202-727-7527 by 
April 26.

 

Guy Mason Recreation Center
April Virtual and In-Person Events
Marsha Goldberg

mailto:Wendell.kellar@dc.gov
mailto:Wendell.kellar@dc.gov
mailto:mslonegoldberg%40gmail.com?subject=
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Glover Park Dining Guide!

Spring for a Night Out!

Glover Park Grill
gloverparkgrill.com
202-625-5400

In Bocca Al Lupo 
inboccaallupodc.com/
202-750-7939

Mario's Trattoria
www.mariosdc.com
202-735-0033

Mogee Tee
mogeteeusa.com
202-333-2929

Old Europe
old-europe.com
202-333-7600

Point Chaud
pointchaudcafe.com
202-758-2241

Rocklands Barbeque
& Grilling Co.
rocklands.com
202-333-2558

Xiquet
xiquetdl.com
202-913-4671

Sprig and Sprout
sprigandsproutdc.com
202-333-2569

Subway
order.subway.com
202-337-1080

Sushi Keiko
sushikeiko.com
202-333-3986

Wingo’s
wingos.com
202-878-6576

Angelico La Pizzeria
angelicopizzeria.com 
202-333-8350

BreadSoda
breadsoda.com
202-333-7445

Chipotle Mexican Grill
chipotle.com
202-706-7508

Domino’s
dominos.com
202-342-0100

Dumplings and Beyond
places.singleplatform.com
202-338-3815

Eerkin’s
eerkins.com
202-333-3600

Einstein Bros. Bagels
einsteinbros.com
202-448-9473

Glover Park’s mainstreet corridor offers a wide variety 
of shops and restaurants to enjoy. Spring is a great time 
to enjoy a walk over and dine-in at one of our many 
local establishments. Glover Park Grill is a stylish eatery 
located within the Glover Park Hotel. It serves comfort 
food with an Italian flair, along with wine & cocktails in a 
warm and sumptuos environment.  

Don't forget the gift cards! Many local businesses offer 
gift cards, printed or virtual, that are perfect for anyone 
on your gift list.

Looking for entertainment or a special date night? 
Check out individual websites listed below or call for 
more information about offerings, including music, 
trivia, sporting event coverage or try out a new drink. 

http://gloverparkgrill.com
https://inboccaallupodc.com/ 
http://www.mariosdc.com
http://mogeteeusa.com
http://old-europe.com
http://pointchaudcafe.com
http://rocklands.com
http://xiquetdl.com
http://sprigandsproutdc.com
http://order.subway.com
http://sushikeiko.com
http://wingos.com
http://angelicopizzeria.com
http://breadsoda.com
http://chipotle.com
http://dominos.com
http://places.singleplatform.com
http://eerkins.com
http://einsteinbros.com
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If you are re-enrolling in your current or feeder school, 
or matching through the My School DC lottery, impor-
tant forms are now available online at https://enrolldcps.
dc.gov/. You can also contact your school’s enrollment 
team for assistance or email enroll@k12.dc.gov for help.

https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16264
https://enrolldcps.dc.gov/?fbclid=IwAR0O84lUYCU16UQa_nl4k0i-Flwb3P4bz94WnmfiANmbxGU4q_dfcKp2FP8
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Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi  ce with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800

Thank You
Gazette Advertisers

How is the Market? 

Washington, DC is a city of 
more than one real estate  
market. And even in Glover Park, 
we see very different trends  
depending on the price point 
and whether the property is a 
house, condo or coop.

Call me any time for a  
market review, customized  
for your interests.

Erin Sobanski
Realtor® 

301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Thank You to Our Holiday Party Sponsors
 and Raffle DonorsLenore G. Rubino

202-262-1261
lenorerubino@wfp.com
lenorerubino.com

Glover Park homes selling between $1M - $1.5M
appear to be keeping pace with 2022’s activity.

CLOSED SALES, January - February averages

$1.5M

List 
price 

breaks
-

0%

Change in 
sales price

$1M
-

-5%

Average 
sales price

2022 2023

$1.81M -

$1.25M $1.25M

$700K -

$1.32M $1.25M

Properties 
sold

2022 2023

2 -

5 5

1 -

8 5Average all 
price points

Data as of March 20, 2023 © 2023 BRIGHT. In the event that your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a
solicitation for services. This material is based upon information which we consider reliable, but because it has been provided by third parties,
we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. This material is subject to errors, omissions,
changes or withdrawal without notice.

The Rubino Report – rubinoreport.com
For select NW neighborhoods, Eastern Shore & Luxury Market’s 
monthly real estate reports

We are back at Nats Park for every 
home game and concert! 
Come eat your barbeque 

at our new location–Section 117.

Your Hometown
Barbeque Since 1990!

Rocklands.com / 202-333-2558

https://www.homesnap.com/Ariadne-Henry
https://www.compass.com/agents/erin-sobanski/
https://rocklands.com
http://lenorerubino.com


The Glover Park Citizens' Association is excited to announce 
the Best of Glover Park contest. Nominations are now open!

Submit the name of your favorite establishments by April 10. 
Categories include Food and Drink, Goods and Services, Best 
Glover Parkers, and Best "Only in Glover Park." 

Voting will take place in late April. Winners, runners up, and 
finalists will be announced before Glover Park Day (June 3). 

Winners will receive a special decal to display and bragging 
rights! Make your nominations now! We will weed out dupli-
cates and send out the link for all to vote. 

https://forms.gle/1NcwsrnEvHRF7gEC9
https://forms.gle/1NcwsrnEvHRF7gEC9

