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Leaving Your Mark at Stoddert
Randy Rieland

The bricks are back.
It’s been eight years since commemorative bricks were sold to supporters of Stoddert Elementary School. Now,
they’re available again as a highlight
of this year’s annual Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO) fundraiser. People
who buy bricks will be able to have
them engraved with a brief message, and
they’ll then replace blank bricks near
the entrance to the new section of the
school.
“This will give people who’ve
wanted to have a commemorative brick
there another opportunity to get one,”
said PTO Co-President Lisa McCluskey.
“I’ve always wanted to get one.”

Revamping the Fundraiser

It also will allow the PTO to simplify its
annual fundraising event. Once known
as “The Big Chili,” it has depended
heavily on silent and live auctions of
items and experiences. There will be
some auctions this year, but fewer than
in the past. That’s in line with a decision
to scale back on the auction aspect of
the event.
Instead of being held in the gym
at Stoddert, it will move to Town Hall,
at 2340 Wisconsin Avenue. “Town Hall has
been very generous and is helping us with an
affordable event this year,” McCluskey said.
“We won’t have as much room to set up all
the silent auction tables, so we needed to cull
that aspect. We want it have more of a party
atmosphere, to be more of a social event.”
She noted that while having Stoddert as
a venue did not incur a fee to use the gym,
there were other considerations. Having the
event at the school, she said, “actually cost
more money than it would to have it at Town
Hall. We don’t have to bring in a caterer. We
don’t have to bring in all the decorations. We
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don’t have to bring in cleaners. You think the
venue’s free, but there are all these things you
have to pay for.”
Almost one third of the PTO’s budget
is generated through the annual spring
fundraiser.
The admission fee for the party—
beginning at 7 p.m. on Saturday,
April 21—is $75 in March and increases
to $85 in April. Tickets will cost $90 at the
door. That covers the food, drinks, and
entertainment by DJ Coach Ricky Davenport,
who oversees activities at the Glover Park
Community Center at Stoddert.

The sale of the bricks was revived, in part,
to compensate for the pruning of auction
revenue. A standard 4x8” red brick—
which can be engraved with three lines
of up to 15 characters per line—sells for
$150. A medium-sized 8x8” gray brick—
which can accommodate four lines of 15
characters—goes for $350, and a large
(12x12”) stone, with room for six lines,
costs $850. Another option for showing
support and creating a memory is a
plaque that will be attached to the wall of
the garden bed along the front walkway.
That sells for $450. Groups and classes
can buy a commemorative brick together.
The money raised by the PTO goes
to support a number of school activities—from paying for technology licenses
and subscriptions to events such as Family Fun Night and Back to School Night;
to covering part of the salary of garden
coordinator Curt Canada; to helping
teachers pay for classroom supplies.
“It’s a little shocking what the PTO
has to help with,” said McCluskey. “If a
teacher wants a little rug for their classroom so the kids can sit on the floor, the
District doesn’t pay for that. The teacher
needs to pay for that. And we provide
stipends to help them.”
To buy tickets and get more information
on the event and the buy-a-brick program,
go to www.stoddert.org.
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Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
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Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
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President’s Report

Meet Ed Lazere, Council Chair Candidate
Jarrett Ferrier

I

t is not frequent enough that we have
engaging speakers come to address our
membership. For our April meeting, I
am pleased to announce we have just such a
speaker.
Please join us on April 3 at 7 p.m. to
meet Ed Lazere, Democratic candidate for
DC Council Chair. Ed has spent the past two
decades leading the DC Fiscal Policy Institute,
a research and advocacy organization focused
on issues such as raising the minimum wage,
expanding affordable housing, and creating a
paid family and medical leave program (he’s
taken a leave for the campaign). Ed has been

described as a “local advocacy leader and
policy wonk” and DC’s “foremost advocate for
the poor.”
According to his campaign site (www.
EdforDC.com), Ed is running because “we are
not doing enough as a city to ensure that DC’s
growing economy doesn’t come at the costs
of growing inequality. He says he is “ready to
tackle DC’s major challenges, from ending
homelessness, to strengthening schools from
Ballou to Wilson, and rebuilding Metro.
Ed lives in Brookland in Ward 5, but is
frequently in Ward 3 as a member of Temple
Micah.

Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, April 3 • 7 p.m.
GP Community Center at Stoddert
Police Report
Ed Lazere, Candidate, DC City
Council Chair
Update on Rooftop at Glover Park Hotel
Update on Two Additional Benches
Slate of GPCA Officers for 2018–19
Membership Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report
New Business
Check www.gpcadc.org and the
Glover Park list serv for updates.

GPCA March Minutes
Karen Pataky, Secretary
Jack Everett, First Vice President, called the
meeting to order at 7 p.m.
Police Report. Lt. Ralph Neal stated PSA
204 continues to be free of homicides and sexual assaults over the past 30-day period. Three
robberies occurred this past month, however,
as well as three thefts of motor vehicles, and
seven thefts from autos. A neighbor reported
that she and others tipped off police who then
“interrupted” an “Art Show” on February 22 at
3815 W Street, which had marijuana for sale.
Arrests were made.
Glover Park Community Fund Update.
GPCF Officers continue to work on establishing grant criteria. Rocklands Barbeque will
host a spring fundraiser, and it is hoped that
some grants will be available in the fall.
Stoddert School Report. PTO Co-Chair
Lisa McCluskey discussed several issues at
Stoddert, notably overcrowding. She reported
that rapidly increasing student enrollment
far exceeds present physical space. Stoddert
is the most crowded public school in DC due
to its reputation for excellence. Enrollment
is about 436. This includes children from
within Glover Park boundaries, grandfathered
children from Burleith (through older siblings
who attended), and children bussed from Bolling Air Force Base.
Stoddert Elementary School also
educates children from the Russian and
the Chinese embassy communities, both of
which plan to expand their housing in 2020.
Embassy children now account for two to
three additional children per class, per grade.
Stoddert receives no additional compensation
for schooling embassy children.

While Stoddert’s physical space expanded
in 2000, it has since had to rely on eight trailers as enrollment grew. These trailers do not
consistently have fully functioning heat, air
conditioning, and toilets, and are already filled
to capacity.
An important measure to keep good
teachers is PTO financing of a $1,000 stipend
for each class to assist teachers in the purchase
of educational materials for their classes.
Stoddert grounds must be renovated so that
teachers have appropriate parking
In addition, critical security initiatives
are necessary to keep students and teachers
safe, especially following the 17 murders at
Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida.
Routine problems include inadequate lighting
everywhere; more lights are needed for entryways; and nonfunctioning bulbs need timely
replacements.
Stoddert’s “Facility Plan” from the DC
government will be a subject during the upcoming PTO Meeting on March 13. Councilmember Mary Cheh will be in attendance and
will review the Facility Plan. All Glover Park
residents are invited.
Finally, all community members are
invited to attend Stoddert’s Spring Auction
and Cocktail Party. This year the fundraiser
will be held at Town Hall (space provided
by co-owner Paul Holder) on April 21 [see
story, page 1] and are also welcome to attend
monthly PTO meetings.
Earth Day Toxic Waste Drop-Off.
Jack Everett elaborated on plans to collect
household toxic waste items from Glover Park
residents on April 21.

Among the items that can be dropped
off are old electronics, paint cans etc. A full
list of what is acceptable and not acceptable is
available online at DC’s Department of Public
Works website. Allen Tomlinson will provide
two box trucks and a cargo van to transport
collected items to Fort Totten.
Jack reminded residents that a pick-up
of “unacceptable” and very large items (such
as old sofas and airconditioners) can be
arranged by calling 311 to arrange a bulk trash
pick-up. Fort Totten also accepts personal
papers for shredding on first Saturday of
every month.
Membership Report. Allen Tomlinson
said that the GPCA has 396 members that
represent 264 households.
Treasurer’s Report. GPCA’s total financial assets are $32,691.40. No change from the
previous month.
Secretary’s Report. The minutes of the
February GPCA meeting were approved.
New Business. Glover Park Day 2018
planning has begun. The event will be held on
June 2, 11 a.m.–5 p.m. Ariadne Henry gave a
brief overview of activities and invited volunteers to assist in planning and help set up and
take down on that day.
Our planning meetings are every other
Saturday at Guy Mason, 9:30 a.m. on 3/10,
3/24, 4/7, and 4/21. In May, the GPD team will
meet every Saturday. All are welcome!
A GPCA Election Committee, headed
by Marsha Goldberg and Dick Sullivan, has
been appointed to create a slate of GPCA officers for 2018–19. Anyone interested should
contact Marsha.

April 2018
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ANC 3B News

DDOT, Resolutions Dominate March Meeting
Melissa Lane
Police Report. Lt. Patrick Loftus from the
MPD Second District Vice Unit/Special
Mission Unit gave an update on the arrest on
W Street for manufacturing with intent to
sell narcotics (marijuana). The case has been
referred to a grand jury. Asked about how
to evict the perpetrator from the W Street
home he rents, Lt. Loftus said that the house
qualifies as a “nuisance property” that would
be handled by the DC Office of the Attorney
General; the contact is Cam Windham.
Lt. Ralph Neal followed with the police
report. Property crime in ANC 3B dropped
from 13 in 2017 to 8 in 2018 (6 thefts and 2
stolen autos). There were no violent crimes in
ANC 3B in the preceding month. A question
was asked regarding illegal parking on Observatory Lane, which is most acute at night
when valet services are in use. Lt. Neal said he
would have officers investigate; Commissioner
Blumenthal will talk to business owners that
have valets.
Jeff Marootian, Director of DC Department of Transportation (DDOT). Mr.
Marootian addressed a number of DDOT
initiatives, including Vision Zero, which seeks
to eliminate transportation deaths and serious
injuries by 2024 and approval of a pilot project for use of autonomous vehicles. He also
introduced Lee Goodall, DDOT’s new Director of Community Engagement, and Russell
Rowe, the new Ward 3 liaison from the Mayor’s Office of Community Relations Services
(MOCRS). Commissioner Blumenthal asked
him what ANCs should do to get problems
addressed, since ANC resolutions have not
been effective. Mr. Marootian said that the
fastest way to get problems fixed is submitting 311 requests, which can be tracked.
ANCs also should work with MOCRS. He
asked Mr. Goodall to meet with the ANC
and have a walkthrough to look into local
issues. Commissioner Young listed a number
of outstanding issues in her district including
crumbling sidewalks and safety concerns on
Cathedral Avenue where the ANC asked for
an investigation and additional stop signs.
Commissioner Lane asked about DDOT’s approach to identifying and prioritizing streets
for re-paving. He responded that contractors assess and document the condition of
all streets, with each given a score between 0
(the worst) and 100 (the best). Priorities are
then established. He committed to sharing the
2018 work plan; ANC 3B will follow up.
Alex Lambert, Restorative Justice Facilitator, OAG Public Safety Division. As part of

Glover Park Gazette

the NEAR Act, the Victim Offender Mediation Program was established within OAG’s
Restorative Justice office. The program works
with juveniles along with some 18–24 year
old offenders involved in misdemeanors, with
the goal of diverting young offenders from
criminal behavior and facilitating communication between offenders and victims and their
families. Commissioner Turmail asked how
the ANC and residents could help. Mr. Lambert suggested getting involved in mentoring
programs and remaining aware of what can
contribute to or mitigate risks of youth crime.
NEAR (Neighborhood Engagement
Achieves Results) Act Implementation. The
ANC unanimously approved a resolution to
support the principles and mechanisms in the
law and encourage the city to fully fund all
provisions of the law and share resulting data
with the public.
DC Comprehensive Plan Update. The
DC Office of Planning (OP) drafted a revision
of the first 60 pages of the DC Comprehensive
Plan, called the “Framework Element,” covering fundamental principles and land use maps.
The Mayor submitted the draft to the DC
Council without sharing the proposed changes
with the public and providing the comment
period OP had promised and is required by
law. The draft Framework Element also would
reduce the ability of ANCs and others to
challenge developments on the basis that they
violate the goals and principles of the Comp
Plan. On March 20, the DC Council will hold
a hearing on the Comprehensive Plan Update.
The ANC unanimously approved a resolution
urging additional opportunities for public
comment on the Framework Element before
it is approved, and asked OP and the Council
to ensure that ANCs and others have adequate
opportunity to review and comment on all the
proposed changes in the Comp Plan, as well as
on development that is inconsistent with the
Comp Plan. The resolution also calls for the
Council to clarify that OP and other executive
agencies must give ANCs notice and “great
weight” on the Comp Plan and similar plans,
and preserve the principle of public representation in major planning processes in the city.
DGS Rent for Use of Hardy Middle
School Parking Lot by Glover Park-Burleith
Farmers Market. The ANC approved a letter requesting a 75% reduction in the rent
charged to Community Foodworks for the
May to November market this coming season.
Updates and Information. Commissioner Blumenthal gave an update on the Glover

Park Whole Foods dispute with their landlord,
Wical Limited Partnership. The court case
continues, but the two sides are continuing
to talk about a possible settlement. In the
meantime, a community petition with over
one thousand signatures urged the landlord to
stop blocking the store’s renovation and to let
Whole Foods get the needed building permits
to complete the project.
Open Forum. Jay Thal, Ward 3 resident
and AARP’s liaison for the ward, reminded
everyone that AARP provides free help with
tax returns, and offered to keep in touch on
other programs of interest of local seniors.
Shiladitya Chakrabarti presented a
request of DC ReInvest (a coalition of 15
organizations) urging the city to take its
money out of Wells Fargo, the major bank
the D.C. government uses, because of Wells
Fargo’s unethical and discriminatory lending
practices and its investments in projects like
the Dakota Access Pipeline. Councilmember
David Grosso has introduced a resolution,
Sense of the Council Urging Reassessment of
Relationship With Wells Fargo Resolution of
2017, that is supported by a majority of other
Councilmembers as well as seven ANCs.
Justin McCarthy of the Partnership
Project spoke about his organization’s work to
get a bill introduced in the DC Council called
the Climate and Community Reinvestment
Act of D.C. The bill would establish a carbon
tax on companies that buy and sell carbonbased fuels, including Pepco, in proportion to
the associated carbon emissions and would
rebate the majority of the tax revenues back to
DC residents. The partnership is asking ANCs
to pass a resolution urging the DC Council to
introduce the bill.
The next meeting of ANC 3B will be
Thursday, April 12. The agenda will be posted
at anc3b.org at least a week before and will be
circulated via list servs.
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Glover Park History

Remembering Margaret Woodward
Carlton Fletcher
Until her death, in 2012, at the age of 102,
Margaret Woodward was the living memory of
the neighborhood.
When Margaret Woodward was three years
old, in 1913, her mother and her aunt, bought
a new house at 2234 Hall Place. When she was
15, Philip T. Hall, who had given his name to
Hall Place, died. In 1926, when she was 16, the
name Glover Park first appeared in the press.
Many of the fathers of the children that
Margaret played with on Hall Place were
astronomers who worked at the United States
Naval Observatory, which once loomed much
larger in the neighborhood. The grounds of
the Observatory were open to the public and
treated as a public pleasure garden, and their
proximity was highlighted when new houses
in the neighborhood were advertised. For a

time the east-west leg of Hall Place was called
Observatory Place (a name later transferred to
a street west of Tunlaw Road, in what was still
called Observatory Heights).
“The Observatory was our private
playground, because it wasn’t locked. All the
children walked down Observatory Lane, and
we used to play under the old oak tree, the big
one that now has a piece of cement in it, but
which was even a bigger tree then, and there
was a bench under it. Sometimes we got into
the buildings, particularly the main building,
and also the one with the biggest telescope at
that time.
Well, then I remember having a boyfriend, and we used to walk around those
grounds at night when I was approximately 25.
It was a great, nice, quiet place to sit on that

bench over there. It was completely open as
late as 1935 I’m sure, and probably until 1940.”
Advertisements also drew attention to
the convenience to the streetcar line. “It left
Wisconsin Avenue on M Street, I think every
half hour and, quite frankly, you could get
from there to Rockville faster on that than you
can get from there to Rockville now.” (To be
continued.)

Glover Park History is online at
www.gloverparkhistory.com

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Parenting in the Park

Taming the Overwhelm, Part 2 of 2
Paige Trevor
(If you missed Part 1, you can find it on my
blog http://balancingactllc.net/blog/2018/3/7/
taming-the-overwhelm-part-1-of-2 published
2/28/18)
If we want to tame the overwhelm, who
do we need to be? We can’t wait around for
everyone else to change first.
Listen. Scramble the letters and what do
you get? Silent. To listen we must not talk or
think about talking. Our kids do what they
do because of what they think and believe.
The most efficient way to know what they
think and believe, and to modify what they
think and believe, is to listen to what they have
to say.
Refrain from commenting. Let it go and
avoid mini-lectures (even if they are really
amazing). If our kids’ shirts don’t match their
pants, if they spill Doritos when they are filling their baggie for lunch, if their hair is not
your favorite, if they got a B on a test...save the
commentary. Lighten your load; every moment doesn’t have to be teachable!
Interpret our kid’s behavior compassionately. If they tidy their room by chucking
everything into a “corner of shame,” notice
the effort. If they wake up late, remember they
were studying the previous night for a big test.
If they are watching lots of TV, maybe they are
stressed (not lazy).
Notice improvement. They brought that
C in French up to a B-. They woke up on time

twice this week rather than never. They tried
a vegetable. They ignored, instead of hit, their
sibling. Focusing on lots of 2% improvements
is more encouraging then focusing on everything that is going wrong.
Understand what is normal, passing,
and annoying developmental behavior. Twoyear- olds say, “No!” Four-year-olds have tantrums. Teenagers roll their eyes. Most kids try
lying. Most kids don’t really care about chores
and won’t do them up to your standards until
they pay their own mortgage. Trying to “parent” your child out of these normal developmental stages is a giant waste of our limited
parenting mojo.
Focus on ourselves first. We are up and
ready to go before we start nagging children.
We get off our phones. We worry about our
own hair, weight, and clothes before we lecture
them about theirs. We have our own exciting
new adventure where we have to learn something new and make new friends.
When we tame our own overwhelm first,
we become the parents our kids need us to be
so our house and family can be harmonious
(not quiet) and cooperative (not obedient).
Join me for eight weeks of parenting
in an evening and a day! PEP Bootcamp for
parents of kids 5–12 on Capitol Hill in DC,
April 20–21. Go to paigetrevor.com/events for
more information.



j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
j Many references
j Great Prices
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

301.593.0131

Call CARLOS
240-328-4906

. Gutter Cleaning
. Leaf Removal
. Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping
. Seasonal Mulching & Weeding or Year-Round Care
. Interior & Exterior Painting
. Deck Painting
References available upon request
Also available in Maryland and Virginia

* Free Estimates *

Take care of those who take care of you!
ROCKLANDS has you covered
for Administrative Professionals
Week (April 22-28)!

Order online at www.rocklands.com
for pick up orders, OR, we can cater
and deliver it straight to your office!
Call 703-778-8000 to arrange!

April 2018
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Dig This!

Three Must-Have Plants for Shade
Stephanie Shain

S

hade can sometimes feel like the enemy
of the gardener. Most flowering plants
and shrubs like lots of sun, and while
some will still flower without lots of it, they
usually have brighter and bigger flowers with
more of it! But shade has some major benefits.
DC-based Casey Trees has been studying
temperature differences between sunny and
shady spots and note that shade provided by
trees save District residents and businesses
$3.5 million annually in energy costs.
The enormous magnolia, silver maple,
and black cherry trees in my yard provide
great housing for birds, squirrels, and the occasional delightful raccoon family. And while
they provide lots of beneficial shade, they also
forced me into developing an affection for
shade-loving plants. Below are my top three
must-have plants for shady spots. I hope you’ll
give them a chance and that you grow to appreciate their unique characteristics as much
as I have.
Christmas Fern (Polystichum acrostichoides). I’ve never been a “fern person” until
I grudgingly brought two of these home to
tuck under a tree in our front yard about five
years ago. I now count them as one of my
favorite plants. These ferns are tough, and
mine remain evergreen throughout the winter
providing a very nice groundcover yearround. Other equally successful shade-loving
ferns are the hay-scented fern (Dennstaedtia
punctilobula) and the big beautiful cinnamon
fern (Osmunda cinnamomea), which also
provides habitat for wildlife.
Virginia Bluebells (Mertensia virginica).
This plant made it into my top three just two
years ago. Remarkably colorful bluish-purple
flowers start popping up as early as March and
the entire plant will be long gone (from above
ground) by June. This shade-lover spreads
rapidly and is terrific for early-spring color
that also allows for other plants to use the

EIGHT BROTHERS
Home painting, interiorexterior masonry work,
home design and build

www.eightbrothers.com
202-669-4606
202-333-3099
Glover Park Gazette

April at Guy Mason
3600 Calvert Street NW • (202) 727-7527

Events
same space as spring moves on and summer
approaches. Flowers can range from pink to
white based on soil acidity.
Golden Ragwort (Packera aurea). This
is my favorite of these three must-haves.
I tested golden ragwort out along my fenceline
three years ago to not only see how it would
work with the sun and (terrible) soil quality, but also the incessant delivery of dog pee
(curb your dog, people, please!). The golden
ragwort quickly proved its mettle and won out
over some grasses and even plants that I was
assured by a garden center could “handle anything.” Golden ragwort spreads nicely without
overtaking and can be used very successfully
as a “green mulch” to crowd out weeds and
invasive plant species.
These shade-lovers are just the tip of the
less-than-sunny iceberg of great plants! My
favorite tool for finding plants for shady spots
(whether you purchase there or not) is www.
izelplants.com. I hope you’ll give the shady ones
a chance to thrive in any shady spots you have.
And, thank you to Gazette reader Mary
for reminding me of another great local source
for plants—Nature by Design in Alexandria.
This gem is tucked into a residential area and
feels like you’ve stepped into the magical garden of Francis Hodgson Burnett’s The Secret
Garden. Visit their website for more information: www.nature-by-design.com.

April 4, Wednesday, 11 a.m. Prevent Fraud, Waste,
and Abuse. Julia Irving explains the work of the
DC Office of the Inspector General and how you can
help, with a Q & A to follow. The DC Office of Aging
is providing lunch. RSVP at guymasonevents@gmail.
com.
April 13, Friday Free For All: Games at 11; Lunch
at noon; Film at 1 p.m. October Sky, starring Jake
Gyllenhaal, Chris Cooper, and Laura Dern, is a
biographical drama about Homer Hickam—a coal
miner’s son who, inspired by the launch of Sputnik
in 1957, takes up rocketry.
April 20, Friday, 2 p.m. Travel Talk. Whether
going abroad or visiting Kansas City, Nancy
Thompson can help you plan, avoid disruptions,
and tell you what you need to know. She is
a world traveler who has helped thousands
reach their destinations. This is the first of a
series; a Q&A and reception will follow. RSVP at
guymasonevents@gmail.com.
April 27, Friday Free For All: April 27: Games at
11; Lunch at noon, Film at 1 p.m. Loving Vincent is
an animated biographical film about the life and
mysterious death of Vincent van Gogh. This is the
world’s first fully painted feature film.
April 27, Friday, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Piano Salon. Join
us for an evening of piano music presented by The
Gay Men’s Chorus of Washington DC. Dinner at
6 p.m. with the artists; bring a dish for admission.
Free Concert at 7 p.m.

ALLEN TOMLINSON &
JEARLINE WILLIAMS

REALTORS® Licensed in DC, MD, & VA
Recent transactions:

h 5149 Yuma Str NW (5BR/5BA) –
SOLD – $1,350,000
h 5836 MacArthur Blvd NW (5BR/5BA)
COMING SOON – For Sale
$2,600,000
h 702 Quincy Str NW (6BR/6BA) COMING SOON – For Sale $749,900
h 6503 Good Luck Rd. Riverdale
(4BR/4BA) – COMING SOON –
For Sale $419,900

My clients will save 50% Off Penske Truck Rentals.
GPCA Members save 20% Off Penske Truck Rentals.

202.744.5842 Cell/Text
202.362.1300 Office
Allen.Tomlinson@LNF.com
www.agtomlinson.com

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the
heart of every transaction.
Personal, professional service, knowledge of
the business and 20 years experience.
Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your
needs in DC & VA.

The small office with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800
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GLOVER PARK REAL ESTATE WATCH
Do You Know How Much Equity You Have in Your Home?
You May Be Surprised …
In its latest Equity Report, CoreLogic – a provider of
consumer, ﬁnancial and property data - revealed that
675,000 US homeowners regained positive equity in
their homes in 2017. In fact, the two-thirds of U.S.
homeowners who have mortgages have seen their
equity increase by about $908 billion since the fourth
quarter of 2016, an increase of 12.2%, year over year.
Frank Nothaft, the ﬁrm’s chief economist, explains:
“Home-price growth has been the primary driver of
home-equity wealth creation. The CoreLogic Home
Price Index grew 6.2 percent during 2017, the largest
calendar-year increase since 2013. Likewise, the average growth in home equity was more than $15,000
during 2017, the most in four years.” He believes this
is a great sign for the market in 2018 because wealth
gains spur additional consumer purchases. In fact, he
predicts that the rise in home-equity wealth during
2017 should add more than $50 billion to U.S. consumption spending over the next two to three years.
This is great news for homeowners and the economy.
But it seems that many homeowners don’t realize
how much their equity position has changed as their
investment has increased in value. According to a
study by Fannie Mae, for example, 23% of Americans
still believe their home is in a negative equity position when, in actuality, only 5% of homes are in that
position. In addition, only 37% of Americans believe
that they have “signiﬁcant equity” (greater than 20%)
when in actuality, 83% do!
Fannie Mae reports: “Homeowners who underestimate their homes’ values not only underestimate
their home equity, they also likely underestimate 1)
how large a down payment they could make with

their home equity, 2) their chances of qualifying for
mortgages, and, therefore, 3) their opportunities for
selling their current homes and for buying diﬀerent
homes.”
Here in DC, and especially in Glover Park, it’s hard to
miss the fact that property values have increased dramatically in recent years. Still, knowing your home’s
value versus your mortgage debt is important for life
planning purposes whether you’re interested in moving into a larger home or a smaller home to better ﬁt
your current needs.
Are you underestimating how much equity you have
built in your home? Contact me today to help you
evaluate your situation.


Name Your Price: If you could name your price, would you want to sell your home?
Go to DCPropertyValues.com I may have your buyer!
Maggie Simpson, Realtor
Maggie@MaggieInDC.com
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Long and Foster Real Estate
Licensed in DC, MD, and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 966-1400

April 2018
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Earth Day Toxic
Household Waste &
Electronics* Collection
Saturday, April 21 g 10 a.m.– noon

www.syedﬁrm.com

I M M I G RAT I O N

39th Street between Alley and W Street

Located in Dupont Circle, the Syed Law Firm oﬀers:

Bring items in cardboard box if possible.

For Individuals, our experience includes family-based immigration,
fiancé visas, asylum, work permits, naturalization, and U.S. citizenship.

NO drop offs before the time above. If you are not
physically able to bring items to the site, please call
Jack Everett (202) 669-0267 or Allen Chester
(202) 615-1240 (call between 5-9 p.m. Monday thru
Friday, anytime on the weekends). They will arrange
pick-up on April 21 after 10 a.m.

We handle EB1 expedited green cards for aliens of extraordinary ability
in the sciences, arts, education, business and athletics.

*See the DC Department of Public Works Acceptable/
Prohibited Household Hazardous Waste Items and
Electronics for a complete list of acceptable and
nonacceptable items:
https://dpw.dc.gov/service/household-hazardouswaste-e-cycling-document-shredding

Our knowledge of international legal, regulatory and policy issues allows
us to provide our clients with strategic advice and eﬀectiveand eﬃcient
immigration solutions to assist them in achieving and maintaining
a competitive edge in the global marketplace.

No bulk trash or paper shredding is being collected. Fort
Totten accepts paper for shredding on the first Saturday
of the month only. For bulk trash collection, see:
https://dpw.dc.gov/service/bulk-trash-collection

GoodGuys

Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment
in Glover Park since 1966
2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com

202.333.8128

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am
The kitchen is always open!
A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please!

Glover Park Gazette

On the business side, we handle immigrant and non-immigrant visas
including E1/E2 treaty traders and investor visas, H-1Bs, PERM,
L1 intra company transfer visas, O, P, foreign professionals, and
multinational managers. We also handle EB5 investor green cards.

INTERNATIONAL

BUSINESS

IMMIGRATION

1250 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 825
Washington, DC 20036
Phone: 202-503-1425
msyed@syedfirm.com

