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Friends and neighbors, now is the time 
to break out the holiday spirit and cel-
ebrate at the Glover Park Holiday Party 

on Saturday, December 14, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
This joyous annual tradition will take place at 
the Glover Park Community Center at Stod-
dert Elementary. 

This is a party with a decades-long tradi-
tion in Glover Park. While it has changed 
venues over the years and grown from a 
“cookies with Santa” affair to a larger and 
more varied event, it remains a celebration 
of the neighborhood and offers a warm and 
wonderful occasion for friends and neigh-
bors; families, singles, and seniors; and 
newcomers and long-time residents to get 
together and enjoy what makes Glover Park 
special. 

Share the Joy
Start the night off right by bringing an 
unwrapped toy or book for this year’s 
charity—A Wider Circle, which provides 
basic need items for individuals and families 
transitioning out of homelessness, fleeing 
domestic violence, or living without life’s 
essentials. In addition to turning empty 
spaces into stable and dignified homes, the 
charity stocks a “North Pole Room” during 
the holidays. Your donations of unwrapped 

new toys and books valued at $10 or more 
will help brighten the holidays for 10,000 
children in the DMV. 

And, as in years past, you will receive a 
raffle ticket for each donation item!

Something for Everyone
Everyone is invited, and there is something 
for everyone.

For kids, be sure to visit with Santa, and 
head into Stoddert’s gym for a moon bounce 
station, games, card-making for hospital-
ized children, cookie decorating, and other 
activities. Music will have everyone dancing 
and karaoke has been added to keep everyone 
jolly! 

Parents can also take a break from the 
high-energy gym and join adults of all ages in 
the Oasis Room, a quieter spot for relaxation 
and conversation.  Meet up with neighbors 
and friends, and enjoy some great food. 

For all, Potomac Pizza is donating stacks 
of pizza pies and Rocklands will provide 
delicious corn muffins to go along with our 
potluck! Hot cocoa and water will be served 
and nonalcoholic beverages and punch will 
be in the Oasis. 

All activities are free, but please bring a 
savory or sweet dish to share. Your home-
made treats make the party the neighborhood 

event that it is.
And, don’t forget to bring a toy for A 

Wider Circle’s North Pole Room. Door prizes 
will be drawn at 7:30 p.m. 

Please be on hand for the fun.

A Big Thank-You!
The Glover Park Citizens' Association, 
DPR’s Glover Park Community Center, the 
Stoddert PTO, and the Friends of Glover Park 
sponsor the Glover Park Holiday Party but 
we are also very grateful for the monetary 
and in-kind contributions we received. 
Donors include: Balance Gym; Bread Soda; 
Muddy Paws; Potomac Pizza; Rocklands and 
Veritas Church. And, our local Realtors were 
especially well represented: Ariadne Henry 
(Sophia Henry Real Estate); Christopher 
Jones (Long & Foster Real Estate and 
Christie’s International); Lenore Rubino 
(Washington Fine Properties); Erin Sobanski 
(COMPASS) and Melissa Terzis (RLAH Real 
Estate). We hope you, in turn, recognize their 
support for our neighborhood by patronizing 
their businesses. This is Glover Park at its 
best. 

Want to lend a hand? Please contact Lisa 
McCluskey at lkmccluskey@gmail.com or 
Sheila Meehan at (202) 338-1113.

Thank You! 

Come One Come All 
Ring in the Holidays–GloverPark Style
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Federation Reps Patricia Clark, Frank Martorana, and 
 Karen Pataky 
Membership Director  Allen Tomlinson (membership@gpcadc.org)
Glover Park Day  Amanda Gant and Cheri Meyer  
 (amanda.gant@gmail.com and clmeyer202@yahoo.com)
Stoddert Liaison Lisa McCluskey (lkmccluskey@gmail.com)

Gazette Staff
Editor Sheila Meehan (sammeeha@yahoo.com)
Contributor Randy Rieland
Design and Production Lisa McCluskey

Contacts
Advertising Maggie Simpson (advertise@gpcadc.org)
Editorial gazette@gpcadc.org
Delivery Maria O'Donnell (modhutt@gmail.com)

The Gazette is distributed throughout Glover Park by volunteers. If you do not receive the 
Gazette and/or would like to volunteer, contact Maria O'Donnell (modhutt@gmail.com).
Responsible letters to the editor will be published as space allows.
What’s new in Glover Park? Check us out on both Facebook and Twitter!
Call us at: 202-379-4824.

Visit www.gpcadc.org to keep up with community news!

Join In • Make a Difference 
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!  
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!

Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s) 

Address

 

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007  
Make check payable to GPCA.
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President’s Report
Bye-Bye 2019 & Greetings 2020!
Karen Pataky

Continued on page 5

GPCA November Minutes 
Sally Everett

Glover Park’s glorious trees have shed 
their leaves and cold winter winds are 
upon us. We enjoyed a festive Hallow-

een in which the neighborhood outdid itself 
in decorations and many, many kids showed 
off clever costumes and succeeded in collect-
ing copious quantities of sweet treats.

Holiday Celebrations. As December 
begins, we hope you have all enjoyed Thanks-
giving celebrations and are anticipating the 
holiday season. Our neighborhood has two 
major holiday parties coming up:

Guy Mason Recreation Center and 
Friends of Guy Mason will provide the Fifth 
Annual Guy Mason Holiday Dinner & Sing-
Along on Friday, December 6, at 6 p.m. at 
the Rec Center. The event traditionally kicks 
off the holiday festivities in the neighborhood 
and features a very tasty turkey dinner with all 
the trimmings followed by Glover Park’s own 
Ann Glendenning at the piano and spirited 
renditions of Christmas and Hanukkah songs. 
Attendees are asked to bring a dessert to share. 

On December 14, 6–8 p.m., Stoddert 
School/Glover Park Community Center will 

Police Report. No report was available.
DC Preservation League. Jacqueline 

Drayer, Outreach and Grants Manager for the 
DC Preservation League, provided an over-
view of DCPL, a citywide, grassroots, 
member-supported historic preservation 
advocacy and education nonprofit. DCPL 
focuses on preserving the historic built 
environment through advocacy, landmark 
nominations, a grants program, and 
public education efforts, including events, 
publications, outreach, and its DC Historic 
Sites app (available for download on Android 
and iPhone). Within ANC-3B, there is one 
designated historic resource: the Glover-
Archbold Park Historic District—221 acres 
stretching between Van Ness Street and Canal 
Road along the path of the Foundry Branch. 
It includes four contributing structures: the 
network of trails, Spring House, Stone Culvert 
at Reservoir Road, and the Foundry Branch 
Trolley Trestle. While there are no additional 
historic districts or presently designated 
individual historic landmarks within Glover 
Park, a number of landmarks are nearby, 
including the National Cathedral, Alban 
Towers, the British Embassy, and the Admiral’s 

House. Visit www.dcpreservation.org for 
more information.

Flavors Hook Kids DC. Glover Park 
resident Josh Brown reported on the Flavors 
Hook Kids DC campaign to educate the com-
munity about the effects and harm of tobacco 
and second-hand smoke and call for the 
removal of flavored tobacco products from the 
market. Although the rate of youth cigarette 
smoking has dropped to 5.8%—an historic 
low—27.5% of youth now use e-cigarettes due 
to their enticing flavors, aggressive marketing, 
and high levels of nicotine. He stated that 97% 
of high school students that use e-cigarettes 
use flavored products, and that one JUUL 
pod contains the same level of nicotine as 20 
cigarettes. He distributed a proposed resolu-
tion and asked the GPCA to join a coalition of 
public health and community organizations, 
schools, parents, and students in support of 
the resolution calling upon “DC Council to 
take all flavored tobacco products off the mar-
ket to protect our kids.” Upon a motion and 
second, the motion passed unanimously.

Jelleff Field: DC Department of Parks 
and Recreation and Maret School. Phil 

Thomas, Chair of the Ward 3 Democrats, 
reported on the agreement allowing Maret 
exclusive rights to use the Jelleff Recreation 
Center field after school hours, preventing use 
by public school students. He noted that while 
the DC Council has taken up the matter in 
response to citizen lobbying to overturn it, the 
Council may take no action since the agree-
ment has already been signed by Maret and 
DPR and approved by Mayor Bowser.

Short-Term Family Housing Book Drive. 
Phil Thomas also provided an update on the 
book drive for new books for children in 
Ward 3’s new short-term housing facility. The 
drive, organized by Politics and Prose, Ward 3 
Democrats, and Child’s Play, a toy store that is 
offering a 20% discount for books purchased 
for the drive, has collected 786 books to date 
and has been extended to help meet its goal of 
1,000 books.  

Listserv Change. When Yahoo decided to 
discontinue hosting listserv sites, Mitch Wan-
der, who has overseen the Glover Park Listserv 
for years, researched options and successfully 
and seamlessly migrated the listserv to a new 
Google site, personally paying $120 to cover 

be the place to be as the holiday celebrations 
continue. The Glover Park Citizens’ Associa-
tion, in conjunction with Stoddert parents, 
will host the Glover Park Holiday Party for 
All. For the kids, there will be Santa, free pizza 
and popcorn, karaoke and music, a moon-
bounce, cookie-decorating and other crafts. 
For adults, the “Oasis” room offers a quiet 
area to catch up with neighbors new and old, 
and enjoying refreshments. Please bring a side 
dish or dessert to share. There will also be a 
toy drive for A Wider Circle and a raffle, with 
tickets given for each new, unwrapped toy 
donated. 

When the New Year Begins…
As 2020 arrives, please consider becoming 
more involved in your neighborhood. There 
are so many ways to help Glover Park thrive. 
Here are just a few ideas: 

•Support Glover Park Main Street and 
its activities;

•Sample the cuisine of restaurants on 
Wisconsin Avenue, frequent our businesses, 
and buy local gift cards;                 

•Become a GPCA member, attend meet-
ings, and lend your voice to the discussions; 

•Attend ANC meetings and learn what’s 
going on in our city and our neighborhood;                                                                                       

•Sign up for some of the great classes and 
programs at Guy Mason Recreation Center;                                         

•Help the Glover Park Village assist 
seniors in the neighborhood;

•Check out amazing offerings for 
children and adults at Georgetown Public 
Library; 

•Join Glover Park Village Green and do 
your part to combat climate change; and

•Volunteer for Glover Park Day #31 
(Saturday, June 6, 2020).

In Closing, a Tribute
We honor the life of “Mr. Karl” (Karl J. 
Herold), who died at age 84 on October 12, 
2019. Mr. Karl had been a Glover Park icon as 
chef and proprietor of Old Europe restaurant 
since 1972. Our condolences to his family, 

Glover Park Citizens' Association 
Tuesday, January 7, 2020, 7 p.m.
GP Community Center at Stoddert
Agenda to be announced
Check www.gpcadc.org and the Glover Park 
listserv for updates.
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ANC 3B News 
November Meeting Report
Melissa Lane

How is the Market? 

Washington, DC is a city of 
more than one real estate  
market. And even in Glover Park, 
we see very different trends  
depending on the price point 
and whether the property is a 
house, condo or coop.

Call me any time for a  
market review, customized  
for your interests.

Erin Sobanski
Realtor® 

301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

Ariadne knows that people are at the heart of 
every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small office with the big reputation. 
(202) 965-8800

Police Report. Brian Bray was introduced as 
the new MPD Second District Captain for 
Sector 2 (PSA 204-206). Overall, crime in 
his sector was down 3 percent for the year 
to date, although the number of thefts from 
auto in ANC3B in the past 30 days increased 
from 2 to 11. Captain Bray was accompanied 
by Detective Jones to speak about the two 
robberies on November 7 in the 3800-4000 
blocks of Calvert Street. A group of juveniles 
estimated to be age 6/7 to 13/14 assaulted 
two different individuals. The first person 
was able to fend them off; the second person 
had a cell phone stolen. MPD is investigating 
these crimes and welcomes any video or other 
evidence. Det. Jones indicated these were 
isolated incidents. 

DC Council Chairman Phil Mendelson. 
Chairman Mendelson discussed a wide range 
of issues and took several questions. High-
lights included: 

On October 8, the Council adopted 
changes to the Framework Element of the 
District Comprehensive Plan. A main focus of 
the draft plan is affordable housing. 

The Council is holding a series of 
hearings on education, including academic 
achievement at DC public and charter schools 
(November 22), teacher and principal turn-
over (December 4), truancy and attendance 
(December 5), and the Public Education 
Master Facilities Plan (December 18). 

The Council is considering a bill to split 
the Department of Consumer and Regula-

tory Affairs into two agencies—one handling 
business licenses and consumer protection; 
the other, building permits and compliance— 
(December 10).

The Council would likely take disciplin-
ary action against CM Jack Evans based on 
recommendations by the Council’s special ad 
hoc committee chaired by CM Cheh. 

The Chairman does not support pro-
posed bills to limit or prohibit outside employ-
ment for Councilmembers. 

When asked about individuals assessed 
as needing mental health services being 
placed in apartments under housing-voucher 
programs without those services the individu-
als need, Mendelson said that case workers 
need to be assigned to recipients, agreed that 
the city should devote more resources to 
mental health programs, and suggested that 
the Department of Human Services may not 
be effectively spending existing resources. He 
encouraged the ANC to put together a letter 
setting out all these issues and send it to CM 
Nadeau’s Committee on Human Services. 

The law that the Council passed last 
year on Airbnb rentals allows homeowners to 
use whatever space they wish for short-term 
rentals but only if it is in the owner’s primary 
residence. The law bars tenants from sublet-
ting rental apartments as short-term housing. 
Short-term rental of condos is governed by 
their bylaws.

Draft Comprehensive Plan. Andrew 
Trueblood, Director, Office of Planning (OP), 

gave an overview of the draft amendments 
to the Comprehensive Plan, a 20-year vision 
intended to guide future growth and develop-
ment in DC (https://plandc.dc.gov/). It was 
posted for comment on October 15. Public 
comment will be accepted until December 20; 
ANC comments until January 31. OP will hold 
a Comp Plan Workshop for Ward 3 on De-
cember 7 at Wilson High School. OP’s current 
target is to deliver the updated plan to Council 
in the spring and publish it in Fall 2020 with 
Council approval. A member of the audience 
asked that ANC 3B consider a resolution to 
extend the deadline for public comment to 
allow for a more complete review of all the 
proposed amendments, since the draft would 
change virtually every section of the plan, in 
many cases eliminating or undermining im-
portant language affecting what is allowed for 
development and public input. Commissioner 
Turmail said that ANC 3B could consider such 
a resolution at the December meeting.

Grant Request from Glover Park Alli-
ance Doing Business as Glover Park Main 
Street (GPMS). Chris Wainwright, co-chair of 
the Glover Park Alliance, presented a grant re-
quest for $2,500 to cover the cost of computer 
equipment and software for GPMS to begin 
its work. He announced that the Alliance has 
hired Kate Dean as the Executive Director. 
Make Offices DC at 2201 Wisconsin Avenue, 
NW, has generously donated office space. The 
grant was approved 3-0. Commissioners Blu-
menthal and Lane recused themselves from 
the vote because of their work with the Glover 
Park Alliance.

Resolution to Support a Stipulated 
License for Dumplings and Beyond at 
2400 Wisconsin Avenue. ANC 3B 
unanimously passed a resolution asking the 
Alcohol Beverage Control Board to grant 
a liquor license to Dumplings and Beyond 
without the usual 45-day waiting period.

Updates and Information
DDOT is now taking applications for 2020 
Visitor Parking Passes at https://ddot.dc.gov/
page/visitor-parking-pass-program.

The second leaf collection in ANC3B 
will be in the week of January 13.

The next meeting of ANC3B will be 
Thursday, December 12.

                revelry

strings of bulbs glow from rooftops
candles light the pathways —
we dance against the dark

 Edna Small
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Glover Park History
Subdivision
Carlton Fletcher

With the Georgetown & Tenally-
town Street Railway established 
in 1890, the subdivision of land 

between Wisconsin Avenue and Tunlaw 
Road quickly followed. Among others were: 
Theodore Barnes’ Subdivision (1894), Mary 
Ann Weaver’s Subdivision (1894), Henry 
Weaver’s Subdivision (1894), Henry Weaver’s 
Heirs’ Subdivision (1899), and Philip and 
Mary Ann Hall’s Subdivision (1903). Of these 
subdivisions, the last bears the name of the 
first minister of the Mount Pleasant Chapel 
(35th and Wisconsin Avenue), and of his wife, 
the daughter of Henry Weaver, a butcher who 
lived just north of Holy Rood Cemetery.

Two double houses built by Philip T. Hall 
in 1903 once stood side-by-side on the west 
side of Wisconsin Avenue. One of them, at 
2154 Wisconsin, was Hall’s residence. It was 

torn down in 1947, and replaced by a Giant 
Food store, which closed 20 years later; its 
present-day successor is the Wisconsin Office 
Park, built in 1987. The other double house, 
at 2216 and 2218, still survives, behind two 
stores that were added in 1957.

In 1909, part of Hall’s property became 
Lewis Breuninger’s Subdivision. The Washing-
ton Post, on September 26, 1909, termed this 
“An important deal, whereby Lewis E. Breun-
inger purchased from Philip T. Hall 
300 feet frontage, extending from Tunlaw 
Road, opposite Observatory Heights, to 
Wisconsin Avenue, was consummated, the 
consideration being $40,000. Mr. Breuninger 
has had the property surveyed, with a view to 
building several houses in the fall.” 

The developer Breuninger started by 
building five houses on W Place and on the 

east side of Hall Place. In 1911, advertisements 
began to appear for what would eventually be 
50 rowhouses on Hall Place, W Place, and on 
Wisconsin Avenue—effectively doubling the 
number of households in the northern exten-
sion of the former city of Georgetown. 

Not every project met with the same suc-
cess. Observatory Heights, mentioned in the 
newspaper announcement of Philip T. Hall’s 
land sale, was another subdivision on the west 
side of Tunlaw Road. Its name capitalized on 
the Naval Observatory as a landmark. The 
only trace of that subdivision today is Obser-
vatory Place, NW—inexplicably distant from 
its namesake, but right in the heart of that 
1909 subdivision.

For more information, go to 
gloverparkhistory.com.  

Continued from page 3

VA � 703-
778-9663

Your Hometown Barbeque Since 1990!

Give the gift of GIFT CARDS 
this holiday season! 

Sooo easy to pick up in-store or order 
online at www.rocklands.com.

the annual cost of the new platform. A motion 
was passed to pay Mitch Wander $120 in sup-
port of the annual cost of the new Google site. 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Maggie 
Simpson distributed a GPCA Profit and Loss 
statement comparing income and expenses 
from January 1, 2018 to November 5, 2019 
and organized by three classes: Gazette, Glover 
Park Day, and Membership. She reported that 
Gazette income in 2019 increased over 2018 
by about $1,200, while expenses were down 
by about $300. There is still a deficit of ap-
proximately $2,000 for Gazette advertising for 
a senior living center that never paid its bill. 
Glover Park Day income increased by $2,500, 
while expenses also rose up by approximately 
$2,100 for the larger Glover Park Day 30th  
anniversary celebration. Membership income 
was down by about $400, although checks 
have been received that were not processed in 
time for this report. A breakdown of member-
ship expenses will be tracked going forward. 

Membership Report. Membership Direc-
tor Allen Tomlinson reported that the GPCA 
has 378 members, representing 253 house-
holds. The December Gazette will contain 
envelopes for mailing in membership dues. 

Secretary’s Report. Upon appropriate 
motion and second, the October meeting 
minutes were approved.

Guy Mason Activities. Marsha Goldberg 
highlighted upcoming activities, including a 
cello recital; two Friday Free-for Alls as well as 
a new class, Conversations with Works of Art.

December Holiday Party. Sheila Meehan 
reported that plans are under way for the Sat-
urday, December 14, Holiday Party, to be held 
at Stoddert, 6–8 p.m. There will be a moon 
bounce, toy donations, a raffle, cookie decorat-
ing, karaoke, pizza, a visit from Santa, and an 
Oasis Room for adults. Volunteers are sought 
to help set up. 

GPCA Meeting Signs. Jarrett Ferrier 
presented two color options for the design for 
previously approved signs that read “Glover 

Park Citizens’ Association meeting this com-
ing Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Stoddert/Glover Park 
Community Center.” 

Comments suggested keeping the date 
and time together, inserting “next” before 
“Tuesday,” and editing the text to make it more 
easily read when driving by.

New Business. A resident reported 
calling 911 about witnessing a possible drug 
transaction on the garage ramp to the cur-
rently shuttered Whole Foods. Members 
approved a motion supporting a GPCA letter 
to Wical, the property owner, with copies to 
Ward 3 Councilmember Cheh and Mayor 
Bowser, requesting lighting on the ramp and a 
gate installed at the entrance to the ramp.

Cole Wogeman, Legislative Counsel and 
Neighborhood Association Liaison for Ward 
3 DC Councilmember Cheh, announced a 
Ward 3 Crime Meeting on November 12,
 7 p.m., at the Cleveland Park Library.

Next Meeting of the GPCA: Tuesday, 
January 7, 2020.

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131
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Glover Park Main Street Executive Director  
Meet Kate Dean 
Jackie Blumenthal, Board Chair, GPMS

We are excited to introduce the 
Glover Park community to Kate 
Dean, hired in mid-November to 

set up and run our new Main Street program. 
Kate lives in Cathedral Heights and has a 

long-time familiarity with Glover Park. After 
graduating from American University, she 
served as the executive director of the Internet 
Service Providers Association for more than a 
decade, representing the world’s largest com-
munications and Internet companies on public 
policy and legal matters. Most recently, Kate 
led Suited for Change, a well-known women’s 
charity, through their 25th  anniversary year, 
re-branding, re-organizing, and returning the 
organization to financial health.

Kate is known to be a dogged worker 
who brings energy and creativity to the job, 
exactly the person we need here to help make 
the Glover Park commercial area livelier and 
more attractive to patrons and new businesses. 
Right now, she is getting settled at MakeOf-
fices (in space generously donated to GPMS) 
and soon will be making her way around the 
community to meet as many business own-
ers and residents as she can. To start, she’s 
upgrading the GPMS website and social media 
capabilities, and planning a public event to 
formally launch the activities of Glover Park 
Main Street. 

We will be building a Board of Direc-
tors representing all stakeholders in the Main 

Street project, and recruiting volunteers at all 
levels to help Kate generate new energy and 
possibilities for Glover Park. She will be reach-
ing out to as many of you as possible. You can 
reach her at Kate@gloverparkmainstreet.org.

Invest in Glover Park Today
As we look forward to a new year of possibility 
for Glover Park, we urge you to make a 
generous tax-deductible year-end gift to 
Glover Park Main Street. The success of 
Main Street grant requires the engagement of 
businesses, building owners, and residents. 
You can participate by contributing financial 
resources and through volunteer activities. We 
will have a PayPal option for contributions 
at our website by December 15 and will be 
reaching out soon for volunteers. Please invest 
in the future of Glover Park by making a 
contribution at www.gloverparkmainstreet.
com before December 31. Thank you!

Confused about recycling? You are not alone. 
Especially if you live in an apartment building 
where the word seems to be getting lost before 
it reaches the first floor.

Glover Park Village Green is arranging 
for an expert from the DC Department of 
Pubic Works to speak to us about recycling. 
No date set yet, but we will get the word out 
as soon as we have the date and place. Bring 
all your questions. And let’s get some answers 
and act on what we learn.

In the meantime, paper, plastic, metal, 
glass can all be recycled. But, please, no: tis-
sues, plastic bags, foam polystyrene, straws, 
utensils, paint cans, windows, ceramics, elec-
tronics, batteries, clothing, cables, and cords.

Councilwoman Mary Cheh has a great 
saying: “When in Doubt, Throw it Out”! In 
other words, if you think it can’t be recycled 
easily, throw it in the garbage rather than 
recycle it. Better to keep the recycle machines 
running than tangle them up with things that 
will gum up the works. 

Finally, clean the recycle stuff before you 
put it in the can. And do NOT put it in a plas-
tic bag—kind of defeats the purpose, right?  
Want more information? Go to zerowaste.
dc.gov.  

Want to join Glover Park Village Green 
and help combat climate change in the only 
way we can—by taking action? Call 202 
436-5545.

Homework—love it or hate it—is here to 
stay. Homework can be a drain on our 
relationships, take a ton of time, and create 
unneeded tension and stress. Because it’s a 
lifelong skill, homework is a great thing to 
think about, practice with, work on, have fun 
with, and not obsess over.  
Below are a couple new thoughts and new 
actions to consider and experiment with. It’s 
like a dress-up box—try one on and see how it 
fits. Remember, we want to support our kids so 
that they become responsible, lifelong learners; 
we don’t want to enable them to wait until they 
are nagged and coerced into doing their job. 
We all blossom at different times over different 
topics, so while homework is important, it isn’t 
a litmus test on our parenting or a prediction 
of our children’s future. 

Thought: Homework represents a 
relationship between the children, their 
work, and their teachers. When we butt 
into other people’s relationships, we are in 
“parenting mischief.” Best to stay out of 
relationships that are not ours (even when we 
have so many good ideas that really help!). 
Since we all need a job to do, below are two 
actions you can focus on that are supportive 
but not intrusive to our child’s homework.

Action 1: Be available to help at consis-
tent times (not at anyone’s whim—yours or 
the children’s). For example, decide that from 
Sunday through Thursday, one parent will be 
at the kitchen table 7:00–8:00 p.m. Beware the 
child that ropes you into helping the whole 
time. If a child demands constant assistance, 

be available from 7:00 to 7:10 p.m.; step aside 
to take your shower/color your hair/workout 
(anything not in the room); and return from 
7:50 to 8:00 p.m.  

Action 2: Create a homework-friendly 
environment. Provide a clutter-free and clean 
table. Kids generally like to do homework in 
the family area when they are elementary-
school age and tweens. As kids get older and 
have Internet access, it’s best to keep them in 
the family area. Find a shelf or cubby where 
each kid can toss homework stuff. Every 3–5 
weeks help your child sort, purge, re-arrange, 
and generally re-boot their cubby. 

Thought: Nagging is ultimately relationship 
draining.

Action: One reminder is appreciated. 
Or tolerated, entertained, and heard as love 
and involvement. Kids interpret repeated 
reminders as a lack of trust. It sows doubt. Do 
you not think they have what it takes, and that 
they need you to succeed in the world?

Final Thought: Focus on being a homework 
modeler and pit crew. Kids might let us take 
over the wheel, but no one ever learned how 
to drive a car while someone else was in the 
driver’s seat. Experience—with all of its bumps 
and curves—is the best teacher.

Paige Trevor is a Certified Parent Educator 
and Professional Organizer. She helps parents 
through coaching, speaking and workshops. 
See  www.paigetrevor.com/events for upcoming 
events. 

Parenting in the Park
Strategies for Supporting Homework
Paige Trevor

Glover Park Village Green
Recycle!
Holly Pollinger
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REAL ESTATE WATCH

Maggie Simpson, Realtor
MaggieSimpson@LNF.com 
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Long and Foster
Christie’s International RE
Licensed in DC, MD and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 966-1400

A Different Type of Resolution

Wondering what your home is worth? Give me a call for a quick 
evaluation – (202) 465-2062. 

Want to monitor the market on your own? Get a Market Snapshot as 
often as you want: www.Market-Snap.com

It’s almost time to make your New Year 
resolutions! You know, the ones that typically 
last about three weeks. Oh. Maybe it’s time 
for something different. Make this the year 
that you schedule a “financial health” day: a 
day that you take off from work (or leisure) 
to tackle the financial tasks that have arisen 
over the past several months. Since some 
tasks will involve speaking with folks during 
business hours, plan on a day during the work 
week and begin keeping an ongoing list of 
tasks to be completed. Here are a few that 
the pros suggest:

Medical bills. It can be a challenge figuring 
out what you actually owe your doctor, 
surgeon, etc., if medical insurance payments 
are slow. Take some time to sort that out and 
avoid a medical bill going into collection and 
ruining your credit score. And rather than 
charge the bill to your card, negotiate a 
payment plan with the provider if needed. 
Most are happy to accommodate a plan that 
works for your budget.

Refunds. Check bank and credit card records 
to be sure you’ve gotten the refunds you are 
due. While you’re at it, consider asking for 
non-bank ATM fees to be refunded, as well as 
any overdraft fees. Banks typically say yes.

Rates and Fees. Call cable companies, 
phone companies, insurance companies and 
other services to ask for lower rates. Tell them 
you need a lower payment to fit your monthly 
budget. If they don’t offer a discount, be pre-
pared to shop for other providers.

Recurring payments. It’s easy to forget 
about the charges that crop up after a “free 
trial” so take a look at the last three months 
of your bank and credit card statements. Are 
those recurring payments for services you still 
need or want? If not, call and have them can-
celled.

Credit Reporting.  Check your credit report 
for free at AnnualCreditReport.com – you 
can check reports from all three credit 
reporting companies, or check with only one 
company so that, four months later, you can 
check again with another company. This way 
you can check three times each year at no 
cost. If you find any errors, act quickly to have 
them corrected. 

There are many other ways to save money 
or help stabilize your financial situation. Go 
to FinancialHealthDay.com for several use-
ful checklists and make a resolution for better 
financial health in 2020. Happy New Year!



GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment 

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com
202.333.8128

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am

The kitchen is always open!

Programs
Friday, December 20, 12-2 p.m. 3Ds: Documentary, 
Dining, and Discussion. Documentary TBA.

Friday, January 11, Free for All
11 a.m., Board Games; 12 p.m., Lunch with friends and 
neighbors; and 1 p.m. Film: RBG, a documentary on Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg.

Friday, January 25, Free for All
11 a.m., Board Games; 12 p.m., Lunch with friends and 
neighbors; and 1 p.m. Film: Ladybird, directed by Greta Gerwig 
and starring Saorise Ronan and Laurie Metcalf.

Guy Mason Recreation Center
Free Programs, Classes, and Events
3600 Calvert Street, NW • 202-727-7527


