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Pivoting to Create New Traditions

Glover Park Prepares for Winter with Joy
Lisa McCluskey

A

mid cancellations and postponements, our community has
banded together to create new traditions to showcase our
talents. Lights are going up, cookies are being baked, and the
spirit of the season has given life to new opportunities. In the absence
of Guy Mason in-person events and a bustling school and recreation
center, many Glover Parkers have found ways to safely enjoy company
and good times.

Santa’s Mailbox, Toy Drive and More

Yes, Santa IS coming to town. It may not look like our usual rowdy
party at Stoddert, but this year we are keeping our commitment to
donate toys to those in need while having some fun. New this year is a
Santa’s mailbox drop-off and request for letters and pictures to donate
to pediatric cancer patients at Georgetown Hospital. The mailbox is
located outside of Stoddert Elementary’s front doors.

Share the Joy

On December 12 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., Santa and a jolly snowman
will be on hand outside at Stoddert to hear the wishes of Glover Park
children and provide treats via a nifty PVC pipe slide! Those that
attend this year are asked kindly to wear masks and distance 6 feet
from those not in your party. Extra masks and sanitizer will be on
hand for convenience. We are once again requesting donations of
new unwrapped toys to help stock A Wider Circle’s Santa Room. Last
year we donated over 300 toys and we hope to top that generosity. We
have also added an easy to use shop online feature for donations using

A Wider Circle’s wish list. Toys are purchased online using Amazon
and shipped directly to the organization for ease. For each donated toy
you will receive a ticket for a chance to win raffle items, including wine
courtesy of Erin Sobanski of COMPASS, a $50 gift card to Rocklands
Barbeque, and more. Online donations also are in the running
for a raffle item. Simply email Santa’s “Head Glover Park Elf ” Lisa
McCluskey at lkmccluskey@gmail.com and alert her to your donations.
Donation pickups are also available for those needing assistance. Back
by popular demand is Guess the Gelt. Started in 2019 by the Wander
family, this game was so popular that we are keeping the tradition. To
play, simply guess the number of chocolate gold gelt pieces in the jar;
the person closest to the correct number wins the treats and a beautiful
dreidel of candy.
This is holiday event has a decades-long tradition. While it has
changed venues over the years and grown from a “cookies with Santa”
affair to a larger and more varied event, it remains a celebration of
the neighborhood and offers a warm and wonderful occasion for all
residents to enjoy.

A Big Thank-You!

The Glover Park Citizens' Association, DPR’s Glover Park Community
Center, the Stoddert PTO, and the Friends of Glover Park sponsor
the Glover Park Holiday Party but we are also very grateful for our
volunteers, Lena Derhally, Daniel Clark, Nicole Jennings, Ben Wander,
Peter McCluskey and Sue Lohsen. This is Glover Park at its best and we
hope to see you there.
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President’s Report

Tumultuous 2020 Comes to an End
Karen Pataky

2020: The year of an historic national election
and the year the COVID19 pandemic began
its assault on every aspect of our lives. But
we have managed to adapt and to continue
Glover Park’s traditional neighborliness
Hopefully everyone enjoyed Thanksgiving, despite fewer people sitting at our dinner
tables.
We have strong hopes for a better 2021,
but we must not falter in our distancing and
masking, because COVID remains relentless in its spread. We continue our lives with
virtual educations, virtual workplaces, virtual
socializing, and virtual GPCA meetings. And
we remember to thank those of us who must
work away from their homes.
We will again celebrate Christmas/Hanukkah/Kwanza, but this time with Glover
Park’s unique creativity (plus distancing and
masks) on December 12. There will be a
collection of toys for A Wider Circle, a raffle,
some chocolate “gelt” counting, Santa treats
via a slide, and, of course, the special appearance of Santa Claus.
Winter will bring shorter days, less time
out of doors, and more togetherness challenges. Happily, there is much news of traditional
family games being brought out of closets or
purchased online in updated versions. People
can newly, or again, enjoy Scrabble, Monopoly, Clue, Chess, Checkers, and Trivial Pursuit,
plus card games, such as Old Maid, Hearts,
Pinochle, Bridge, Poker, Canasta. And some
families have taken up jigsaw puzzles and
exchanging them to expand the fun.
Most Glover Parkers regularly assist their
neighbors with groceries, snow shoveling, putting out trash, et al. Glover Park Village and
Neighbors Helping Neighbors are continuing
to aid persons with extra needs, including
household chores and medical appointments.
Winter will also bring us snow and ice on

Glover Park Citizens’
Association Meeting

January 5, 2020 via Zoom

Agenda

Police Report

DC Department of Aging and
Community Living:

Alice Thompson

DC Office of People’s Counsel:
PEPCO Rate Increase:
Stephen Marencik

GPCA Holiday Event Report:
Lisa McCluskey

Secretary’s Report: Andrea Cuba
Treasurer’s Report:

Maggie Simpson

Membership Report:
Allen Tomlinson

Guy Mason Activities:
Marsha Goldberg

Renewal of Membership in DC
Federation of

Citizens’ Associations

New Business
our cars, sidewalks, and steps, so a bit more
assistance will be greatly appreciated.
Alice Thompson, Director of the DC Department of Aging and Community Living,
regularly phones DC residents who are alone
to check on them. If a neighbor would benefit
from such a call, she urged that we not hesitate to call 202 724-5626 to be put on her list.
So, we wish everyone Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, Good Kwanza, and a
Joyous New Year. Meanwhile, please continue
to regularly support our local businesses via
home delivery, curbside pickup, or distanced

Check gpcadc.org and the Glover Park
listserv for agenda updates.

indoor dining where possible. Gift cards for
local businesses also make lovely holiday and
birthday gifts.
And as we prepare our end-of-year giving
list, please consider including Glover Park
Main Street and Glover Park Village.
Peace to All.

GPCA Monthly Meeting
January 5, 7 p.m. Register Now!

December 2020–January 2021
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GPCA November 2020 Minutes
Andrea Cuba

GPCA President Karen Pataky called the
meeting to order over Zoom at 7:02 p.m.
Police Report. Officer Johnson compared
statistics for September and October. In both
months, there were no reported homicides,
sex abuse, or major assaults with gun or knife.
As of November 10, however, there have
been two robberies, one involving a gun. In
October, there were also a couple of burglaries,
one of which resulted in the arrest of two
females for burglary 2 and possessing a stolen
vehicle. As of the first week of November, an
additional crime patrol unit has been deployed
in the area and on the lookout for robberies,
burglaries, and other crime.
Office of People’s Counsel: Proposed
Pepco Rate Increase. OPC’s Steven Marencic
stated that there are currently two utilities
requesting rate increases: Pepco and Washington Gas. Mr. Marencic provided a very
detailed summary of the Pepco rate increase.
To summarize, the nature of Pepco’s rate
increase is unprecedented. The utility has
proposed a multiyear increase rather than a
one-time request. The proposed multiyear rate
increase would equate to $162 million dollars
between 2020 and 2022. Pepco also offered an
alternative one-time request of $88.6 million
dollars should the original multiyear request
not be approved.
The OPC strongly opposed the rate increase and responded with reasons the request
should be rejected. Pepco then submitted
a revised request that would lower the rate
increase to $135.9 million dollars over the
same period.
OPC also recommended rejecting the
alternate request. Mr. Marencic advised attendees of the key dates, which include an
evidentiary hearing that was held on October
26 and 27; the opening brief is due December
9, with the reply briefs following on December

Glover Park Gazette

23, 2020. He encouraged concerned residents
to submit comments to the Public Service
Commission (PSC) by December 23. This can
be done electronically or by letter or email to
the address below. A final decision is expected
Spring 2021.
Send to Brinda Westbrook-Sedgwick,
Commission Secretary Public Service Commission of the District of Columbia 325 G
Street, N.W., Suite 800 Washington, DC 20005
Psc-commissionsecretary@dc.org
Suggested Bylaws Amendment re:
Candidates as GPCA Guests. President Karen
Pataky noted that two of the 23 candidates in
the recent local election asked to be granted
time to speak at recent GPCA meetings. President Pataky posed the question of whether the
bylaws need to be amended to restrict political
candidates from being guest speakers. After
a lively discussion and suggestions for giving
candidates fair access to GPCA members,
it was determined that no amendment was
needed.
Secretary’s Report. Approval of the October 2020 minutes was postponed to January as
the threshold for voting members in attendance was not reached.
Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Maggie
Simpson reported that since the October
meeting the GPCA has paid out the agreedupon amounts to Glover Park Main Street
and Ward 3 Mutual aid. Accounts Receivable
include close to $600 from advertisers with a
portion coming from a long-time advertiser
and another on a payment plan. Additionally, the Association has no outstanding debts
except to prepare and post the Gazette; the
GPCA’s cash balance is roughly fifteen thousand dollars.
Membership Report: Automatic Renewal
Reminder System. Membership Director Allen
Tomlinson reported that there are currently
314 members from 209 households. Email re-

newal solicitations continue to be sent to those
on the mailing list with a link to make PayPal
payments for membership.
It was noted, however, that about 30% of
members do not have or have not shared email
addresses, and only 30% have a phone number
on file. Emails that are returned undeliverable
will be removed from future sends.
Due to COVID, mail solicitation has
been paused, but Allen stated that it will
resume when appropriate. Suggested methods
for recruiting new and retaining members included automating renewal emails and posting
GPCA highlights to the various community
listservs as well as the Nextdoor app.
Winter Holiday Celebration Plans. Stoddert Liaison Lisa McCluskey confirmed Santa
Claus will be coming to town—appearing in
front of Stoddert Elementary on December
12. Timing will most likely be midmorning to
early afternoon. Santa will be wearing gloves
and sitting behind a table and will have a PVC
pipe to give out candy. The event will be accepting new toy donations for Wider Circle’s
Santa room and will feature a “guess the number of chocolate gelt/gold coins in a big jar; a
raffle; and other holiday cheer. Erin Sobanski
of COMPASS has generously donated a bottle
of wine for the raffle and more donations are
expected.
New Business. Marsha Goldberg reminded attendees that Guy Mason Rec Center
is continuing to host virtual activities, which
are listed in the Gazette.
Next Meeting. The next GPCA meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 5, 2020, as
the GPCA has traditionally not held meetings
in December.
Adjournment. Upon appropriate motion
and second, President Karen Pataky adjourned
the meeting at 8:07 p.m.
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ANC3B News

November Meeting Report
Melissa Lane

ANC 3B conducted a virtual meeting on
November 19, 2020. Highlights include:
Police Report. Second District Commander
Duncan Bedlion gave the police report. In
PSA 204, violent crime is down 38 percent
this year and property crime is down 12
percent. There was a break-in at Laligura’s
in the 2300 block of Wisconsin Avenue on
Saturday, November 14. The front door was
smashed. No details or video yet. Citywide
traffic fatalities are up this year, already having
passed the 2019 total. Second District officers
average about one traffic arrest a day this year.
Grant Request. Leah A. Brown,
representing Ward 3 Mutual Aid (part of
the DC Mutual Aid Network) and their
fiscal sponsor, Open Collective, presented
a grant request for $2,500 to provide food
and supplies to Ward 3 residents in need.
The Commissioners voted unanimously to
approve the request. Ward 3 Mutual Aid
has been fulfilling requests for groceries
and supplies throughout the COVID-19
emergency, primarily using individual
donations. Possibly because of “COVIDfatigue,” donations have dropped off
considerably lately. If you would like to
donate, please call 202 556-1315 or send an
e-mail to ward3.mutualaid@gmail.com.
Proposed Reduction in Police Budget.
The ANC held a discussion of proposed
reductions in the MPD budget, with speakers
MPD 2D Commander Duncan Bedlion,
Ward 3 Councilmember Mary Cheh, and
Ward 6 Councilmember Charles Allen, Chair
of the Council Committee on the Judiciary

and Public Safety. The Mayor’s budget for FY
2021 included a $40 million cut in the police
budget (the approved FY 2020 operating
budget for MPD was roughly $560 million).
The Council made another $6 million in cuts
to the FY2021 MPD budget. The cuts would
reduce the police force through attrition
and retirement from 3,863 officers to 3,500
by the end of September 2021, with a hope
to transfer to other organizations some
MPD responsibilities, such as response to
emergencies involving people with mental
health issues.
Commander Bedlion reported that
MPD is concerned about the cut in the size
of the force to pre-2000 levels. He noted
DC’s population at that time was about two
hundred thousand smaller. He said calls for
MPD services are up 30 percent since then,
and the cuts would hurt the ability of the
police force to meet their responsibilities.
Councilmember Allen said that the
purpose of the budget cuts is not to harm
the police force but to “right size” their
responsibilities by moving community
health-related services to other DC agencies
that are better equipped to handle them.
While those other programs are not all in
place, several are evolving—such as violenceprevention efforts.
Councilmember Cheh said that DC’s
MPD is a good department and fully
supported by the DC Council. The Council
does not in any form support defunding
MPD, but she feels that the questions about
reimagining public safety around the country
offer an opportunity to look at what we ask

MPD to do and whether there are better ways
to address the needs.

Updates

ANC3B Elections. Current Commissioners
in ANC3B 01, 02, 03 and 05 ran unopposed
and were re-elected. In ANC3B 04,
Elizabeth Elson also ran unopposed; she will
assume the seat currently held by retiring
Commissioner Mary Young.
Leaf Collections in Glover Park. The first
leaf pick-up in Glover Park and Cathedral
Heights is scheduled for the week of November 30. The second sweep is in mid-January.
The city decided not to require residents to
put leaves in paper bags.
DDOT Seeks Public Input. DDOT’s
“Move DC 2021” is seeking public input for
an update to the District’s long-range surface
transportation plan.
Slow Streets Initiative. Councilmember
Cheh held a roundtable on November 16
about the DDOT “Slow Streets” Initiative
to discuss potential improvements to the
programs. DDOT Director J. Marootian said
his agency wants to be nimble and is continuing to seek community input on the initiative. Comments should be directed to Ward
3 DDOT community engagement officer,
Donise Jackson (donise.jackson@dc.gov).
Pepco Rate Increase Comments. The
deadline for final comments on the Pepco
rate case before the Public Service Commission has been extended by one week to
December 23.
Next Meeting: Thursday, December 10,
2020.

December 2020–January 2021
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Support Glover Park Dining!

Dine in, Takeout, and Delivery Options
Glover Park offers a variety of
quality restaurants from casual fair
to please the whole family to exotic
specialties!
Please check individual websites
for current menus and hours. All
offer takeout; some offer pick-up
with online or phone ordering. Most
places offer delivery through sources
listed on the website. Several restaurants now offer indoor or outdoor
dining at a limited capacity.
During this emergency some
establishments also offer takeout or
delivery of alcohol (beer, wine, spirits) with food. Many establishments
offer gift cards—so put that on your
list for holiday shopping!

The new Glover Park Grill, at 2505 Wisconsin Avenue, is now open.

All About Burgers
aaburger.com
202-965-7777

Einstein Bros. Bagels
einsteinbros.com
202-448-9473

Angelico’s
angelicopizzeria.com
202-333-8350

Ghostline
ghostlinedc.com
202-347-7893

Arcuri
arcuridc.com
202-827-8745

Glover Park Grill
gloverparkgrill.com
202-625-5400

BreadSoda
breadsoda.com
202-333-7445

Laliguras Indian/Nepalese
laligurasdc.com
202-827-4904

Chipotle Mexican Grill
chipotle.com
202-706-7508

Mogee Tee
mogeteeusa.com
202-333-2929

Domino’s
dominos.com
202-342-100

Old Europe
old-europe.com
202-333-7600

Dumplings and Beyond
places.singleplatform.com
202-338-3815

Point Chaud/Lavazza
pointchaudcafe.com
202 758-2241

Eerkin’s
eerkins.com
202-333-3600

Rocklands Barbeque
& Grilling Co.
rocklands.com
202-333-2558

Glover Park Gazette

Slate/Xiquet
slatewinebar.com
xiquetdl.com
202-913-4671
Sprig and Sprout
sprigandsproutdc.com
202-333-2569
Sweetgreen
order.sweetgreen.com
202-333-4307
Subway
order.subway.com
202-337-1080
Sushi Keiko
sushikeiko.com
202-333-3986
Wingo’s
wingos.com
202-878-6576
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Parenting in the Park

Be the Non-Anxious Presence Your Kids Need
Paige Trevor

As we move into the dark days of winter, I
thought I’d talk about anxiety and kids. It’s
probably safe to assume that almost all of us
are expressing higher levels of anxiety, and
what I love is that when we help our kids dial
down theirs, we also dial down ours. Such a
win and a win. Remember, the goal is not to
eradicate anxiety (impossible), but to manage
it—tame the beast and lasso the energy source.
Here are some tips and things to consider.

Developing a Non-anxious Presence
Easier said than done, and worth the effort.
If you want details, get your hands on The
Self-Driven Child. In the meantime, here’s
a choice quote: “When we can be a nonanxious presence for our children, we do a
world of good—just by not freaking out.”
In a nutshell, we can be enjoying our
kids instead of fixing them up and improving them. Remember that worry is not love,
and fear of the future does not keep us (or
our kids) safe. Commit to managing our own
stress and practice a nonjudgmental acceptance. This is truly a practice—over and over,
we will need to keep practicing nonjudgmental acceptance. And acceptance does not mean
nonaction.

Be alert, but not alarmed. Our kids will
experience anxiety the rest of their lives. Being aware, gentle, and compassionate is very
different from swooping in, solving, convincing, explaining.
Play up playfulness. Children (and
frankly, most adults) respond to fun rather
than commands/suggestions. Things like roleplaying stressful situations with our kids can
be a playful way to ratchet down the anxiety
and bump up the fun. For example, leaving
play dates used to be a big drama in our family. We spent some time taking turns being the
parent and the kid leaving a playdate. We had
some good laughs and got insights into each
other’s troubles. We significantly decreased
the drama but did not eradicate it—realistic
expectations keep the stress levels lower.
Increase active play. Think pillow fights,
dance parties, roughhousing. Kids love when
we get on the ground and in the game with
them. The movement, the howls of delight,
the laughter all release anxiety from our
bodies.
Work on the basics. Sleep, food, and
movement. Anxiety creates physical symptoms that we can exacerbate with staying up
too late, eating too much sugar and processed

food, drinking too much caffeine, and sitting
too much. The physical symptoms decrease
and diminish (they do not disappear) when
we create firm guard rails around sleeping;
eat mostly whole foods at regular times; and
move our bodies—fresh air and sunshine also
help!
Seek and accept help. Remember, we
want our kids to have the skills to live with
joy and resilience. Sometimes we think we
have to do it alone, asking for help is weakness, or signs of a big problem. During this
challenging time, let’s think of asking for help
as a skill, a skill we want our kids to have. If
anxiety has overtaken the household, reach
out, find a therapist. If you don’t know where
to start, email me: paigetrevor@mac.com. I’m
here for you!

Paige Trevor is a Certified Parent Educator
and Professional Organizer. She helps parents
through coaching, speaking and workshops.
For the holidays I am offering free parenting
consults for Glover Park Families. Reach
out via email to set up an appointment at
paigetrevor@mac.com.

Using IT to Forestall Addiction
Randy Rieland

A

mid daily front page coverage of
covid-19, the opioid addiction crisis
has become the forgotten pandemic. It
has largely fallen out of the headlines, and yet
its horrible toll keeps climbing. After dropping
slightly in 2018, opioid overdose deaths in the
U.S. rose above 50,000 last year. Through July
of this year, the fatality rate was up another 13
percent.
Glover Park resident Dr. Neil Chatterjee
is trying to do something about it. He and
Nilu Kundagrami—cofounders of Scriptulate,
which has an office in Glover Park—have
developed an online tool to help doctors determine if their patients may be developing an
addiction to opioids or are abusing controlled
substances, such as Adderall and Ritalin.
“There’s a lot of government funding
that goes into what happens after a person’s
addicted,” said Chatterjee. “We wanted to help
doctors look for signs of abuse and addiction
earlier, before they get out of hand.”

A New Tool for MDs

Specifically, Scriptulate aggregates and
analyzes prescription data compiled from state
prescription-drug monitoring programs. It
then creates, for doctors, easy-to-read graphs
that show a patient’s history of prescriptions
for controlled substances, including frequency,
dosages, the number of doctors prescribing
the drugs, and the pharmacies filling those
prescriptions. That enables physicians to
quickly review and evaluate how a patient has
been using controlled substances; otherwise,
the doctors have to pore over long lines of
information, in some cases in the databases of
multiple states.
Scriptulate, according to Chatterjee, can
give doctors a much better chance of spotting
when patients may have engaged in “doctor shopping”—getting prescriptions from
multiple doctors in a relatively short period of
time. “A DC patient can go a mile over the Key
Bridge and get medications in Virginia, which

Dr. Neil Chatterjee
has a totally different database. And they
can then go to Bethesda and get medications
there,” he noted.

Addressing Chronic Needs

One ripple effect of the opioid addiction crisis
Continued on page 10

December 2020–January 2021
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Glover Park History

Glover
Park As Advertised
Carlton Fletcher

I

n the depths of the Great Depression, Waverly Taylor’s “Tunlaw
Terrace”—four semi-detached homes at 2121 to 2129 Tunlaw
Road—offered buyers the opportunity to offset some of their costs
with rental income. “To meet economic conditions today and particularly to make the purchase of a home the means of balancing the family
budget, Waverly Taylor, Inc. offers today for the first time a group of
four semi-detached homes in the 2100 block of Tunlaw road northwest, at the intersection of Thirty-seventh street, at the remarkably low
price of $8,750. A unique and practical innovation in plan and new
features of construction and equipment make these homes radically
different and offer great possibilities for additional revenue without
the slightest inconvenience to the owner-occupant. This unusual and
income-producing feature as a studio suite, consisting of a large living
room with private bath, commodious closets and space for a kitchenette, all on the first floor. As the house is of the Georgian-English basement entrance type, a privacy is afforded to the first floor not possible
in ordinary planning which makes this suite most attractive for rental
purposes without inconveniencing the owner in the least. Whether
as a one-room-and-bath apartment for a young couple, Georgetown

Once upon a time…
Yes?

University students, young business men or as doctor’s or dentist’s
office, its adaptability is at once apparent.” (Washington Post, July 30,
September 24, 1933)
Other advertisements in the Post between 1935 and 1937
displayed a variety of approaches. “Three of the seven homes being
presented by Clifton D. Kelley at 2324 to 2336 Huidekoper place northwest, in Glover Park, were sold before completion.” Buyers of the 19
tapestry brick houses of Moss Realty Company’s “Glover Park Hills”—
exhibit home at 2115 Huidekoper Place—were reminded that their
investment would be in a “rigidly controlled”—i.e. segregated—community. Houses by Paul P. Stone, located at 3742 to 3750 W Street, were
advertised as “distinguished by the fact that their price range is considerably less than that of other quality-built homes in Glover Park.”
Paul P. Stone advertised 14 new homes at 3821 to 3847 Calvert Street in
1936, and his “Surprise Modernistic Attached Home of 1937” at 2331
Huidekoper Place, one of four adjoining houses built and developed by
him, boasted a “knotty pine paneled recreation room.”
For more information, go to Glover Park As Advertised.

Support Glover Park Today!
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association
Pay Your Dues Online Now at gpcadc.org

Once upon
a time…
O.K.
I heard that.
What’s next?
Once
upon
a time…
That long ago?
Yes,
once
upon
a time
before
life began…

Safety first.
A love of learning.
Confidence for life!
When kids have a safe place to learn
and grow, they can do anything.

I can’t imagine it.
Nor can I.
I wonder
will there
ever be
another
story
starting
“Once upon a time”?
Edna Small
Glover Park Gazette

We’re enrolling in your neighborhood!
Serving ages 6 weeks to 5 years
Glover Park KinderCare
2461 Wisconsin Ave NW
Give us a call at 833-90-LEARN to learn more!
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Real Estate Watch

The Winter Forecast
Maggie Simpson

I

n the second half of this year, the housing market surged with
activity. But where do things stand now with the holiday season
and cold weather near at hand? Well, it seems the typical winter
slowdown in the housing market is simply not on the radar and
real estate experts are expecting a winter season that is anything but
chilly. According to the National Association of Realtors (NAR), this
will be one of the best winter sales years ever.
Why? Today’s historically low mortgage rates will remain low
into 2021, but the chances of rates falling to 2.5% or beyond have
faded given the slight rebound in the economy and the prospects
of a Covid-19 vaccine on the horizon. Homebuyers know that this
could be their last chance for such low rates, and they’re ready to
act. NAR economist Lawrence Yun claims “The demand for home
buying remains super strong…and we’re still likely to end the year
with more homes sold overall in 2020 than in 2019....” As long as
we continue to see low interest rates, we’ll see hopeful buyers on the
hunt.
The constraint, though, continues to be the lack of homes
available for sale. As a result, analysts are keeping a close eye on
homeowners to see if they’ll sell this winter or wait until spring, as is
traditional. “We currently see buyers sticking around in the housing
market much later than we usually do this fall. If that trend contin-

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
j Many references
j Great Prices
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

301.593.0131

Glover Park Sales of Single-Family Houses
Address

Sooo easy to pick up in-store or order
online at www.rocklands.com.
Your Hometown Barbeque Since 1990!

Sold Date

2219 Observatory Pl NW

$ 950,500

11/09/20

2459 39th Pl NW

$ 914,500

11/17/20

2309 39th St NW

$1,372,500

11/20/20

2022 37th St NW

$ 860,820

11/23/20

2417 Huidekoper Pl NW

$1,100,000

11/23/20

$ 955,000

11/23/20

2210 38th St NW

2450 39th Pl NW

$1,209,000

11/25/20

ues, we will see more buyers in the market this winter, too. So, this
winter is likely to be a good time to sell,” says Danielle Hale (Realtor.
com). In fact, most housing market experts agree that the winter
housing market could potentially be bigger than ever.
With buyers ready to stay active this winter, sellers who want
to close a deal on the best possible terms shouldn’t wait until spring
to put their homes on the market. Those who act now will avoid the
spring competition!

The Glover Park Miracle in the Alley Has Returned for Its Fourth Year!

Walk the Alley beneath the lights, enjoy the inflatables and take in the Glover Park holiday
spirit! Located in the alley behind the north side of W St, between 38th and 39th streets.

How is the Market?
Washington, DC is a city of
more than one real estate
market. And even in Glover Park,
we see very different trends
depending on the price point
and whether the property is a
house, condo or coop.
Call me any time for a
market review, customized
for your interests.

Give the gift of GIFT CARDS,
Barbeque Sauce and/or Hot
Sauces this holiday season!

Sold Price

Erin Sobanski

Ariadne knows that people are at the heart
of every transaction.
Personal, professional service, knowledge
of the business and 20 years experience.
Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your
needs in DC & VA.

Realtor®
301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

The small office with the big reputation

(202) 965-8800
December 2020–January 2021
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A
Walk in the Park
Brian Michael Smith
A couple years ago, not long after moving to Glover Park, my daughter
and I were headed home after a long walk. It was a nostalgic early
autumn day and the afternoon was waning. We decided to cut back
across Stoddert Field toward our apartment in Tunlaw Gardens.
As we ascended the rise by the big oak, I noticed a woman
exercising at a picnic table; a couple and their dog frolicking;
and a father-son skills clinic under way in the batting cage. Sitting on the sidelines, confidently centered in the moment, was a
young aesthete reading.
Set before the cozy and characterful backdrop of a pitchperfect suburban architectural ideal, the scene was a vision of
domestic tranquility.
Yet there was more to the picture, and my own field of vision. Towering over it all was that impressive, marbled marvel
of human art and science, the Russian Embassy. I was instantly
jolted from my reverie.
The sight of such a structure, its height, its weight, its commanding position atop Mt. Alto, once described in the Post as
“the balcony of Washington,” and its outsized influence on the
current political landscape, was a shock to the senses—a stiff
dose of realpolitik.
When the pandemic hit—a shock to the senses in its own
right and cause for sober reflection—I rediscovered The Machine
in the Garden by Leo Marx. My experience followed a well-worn
path. The “interrupted idyll” turns on the sense of contrast and
conflict when “civilized” technologies suddenly intrude on a
mind absorbed in nature.
It has taken many forms: the whistle of a Walden train, the
belch of a Mississippi steamboat, or the village clock striking in
Hawthorne’s Sleepy Hollow. The American versions of this device go back to the “dark satanic mills” of William Blake at the
start of the Industrial Revolution and, in painting, its neoclassical forbear is Et in Arcadia Ego, by Nicholas Poussin.
A somber lesson, perhaps, but one all the more shocking

of late: there is death in Arcadia, a machine in the garden, and
learning how to live with that lies at the heart of our existential,
and epidemiological, dilemmas.
The root meaning of “diplomacy” is a paper folded double.
Reflecting on the state of things and envisioning the challenges
ahead, doubled-over is more apt. To one extent or another, we
have snapped out of our reveries and felt the sudden, sharp
pains of sickness in the body politic.
The sense we make of our neighborhoods, and our
neighbors, is more consequential than ever. When seeing “both
sides” has become a bad thing and double-talk abounds, the
post-pandemic world calls for a new kind of neighborhood
diplomacy that does justice to the whole picture of our
predicament.
In the November Gazette, Paige Trevor asked us to consider grace. This holiday season, I wholeheartedly second that
motion. I would also invite you to take a walk in Glover Park,
whose well-worn reputation for scenic beauty continues to
inspire, where garden and machine have achieved a measure of
peace.
You might find, when the leaves have fallen, the National
Cathedral hiding behind the trees. Or perhaps, along the way,
rediscover the grace and beauty that are, in the words of Toni
Morrison, “wholly free and available to us.”

Continued from page 7

is that the federal government’s crackdown on painkiller prescriptions
has made many doctors cut down dramatically on writing opioid
scripts. “The pendulum has swung too far the other way,” said
Chatterjee. “Patients who can no longer get prescriptions for chronic
pain are more likely to go to the street for heroin and other illicit
drugs.”
He believes that by giving doctors the opportunity to quickly and
more precisely appraise patients’ use of controlled substances, they may
become less wary of prescribing medications to people who really need
them. The Scriptulate tool also provides doctors with regularly updated
controlled substance checklists from relevant federal agencies, such as
the CDC, FDA, and the VA.
“Our main goal is to help doctors see red flags early,” Chatterjee
said. “There are always signs.”

Glover Park Gazette

Babes in the Nabe
Lisa McCluskey

Lavinia Brooklyn of 39th Street was born in October to
parents Jared and Kelly and siblings Rocco and Myles.
Cameron Miller Owens, born November 2, was
welcomed to W Street by parents Lindsay and Chris.
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A New Event for All

Glover Park Art Showcase
Lisa McCluskey

Neighbor and local artist Jodie Ferrier treated the neighborhood to
a one-of-a-kind outdoor Art Showcase on December 6. Over twenty
artists displayed their work outside their homes as patrons followed a
guided map of the offerings.
This was an exciting chance to get some exercise, shop for
holiday gifts and support neighbors. Many artforms were represented,
including jewelry, fiber arts, photography, painting, furniture, prints,
ornaments, pottery and fused glass. We are lucky to have so many very
talented artist living among us.
In addition to this event, Ferrier and Frankie Abralind have been
hosting outdoor life drawing sessions since August to share their love
of art. The new artist showcase was so well received that plans for
more of these are already being discussed when the good weather of
Spring and Fall return.
For more information, contact jodiferrier55@gmail.com.

Artist and event organizer Jodi Ferrier.

December 2020–January 2021

Neighborhood Spotlight: Curt Canada
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Maria Hutt

The National Farm to School Network recently recognized Curt
Canada, Stoddert Elementary’s Garden and Food Literacy Teacher, as a
2020 Community Food Champion, and for many a good reason.
Canada is the teacher, gardener, and photographer at Stoddert
Elementary’s 4,000 square foot garden in the northwest corner of its
adjacent field. During a “normal” school year, Stoddert students would
come out regularly to the garden in every season (for 12 hours during
the school year).
In this fabulous open-air classroom, Canada would teach the children how to dig, plant, see, taste, smell, harvest and, most importantly,
ask questions about food, how to grow it, how different foods affect the
body, and how food gets to stores. Pre-Covid, Canada also hosted the
weekly Stoddert Farmer’s Market where 4th and 5th graders learned the
business end of gardening by selling food harvested in the garden to
Stoddert families and neighborhoods.
During the pandemic, Canada has continued teaching by filming
instructional videos for the students so they could see their harvest and
the changes in the garden along with all its visitors (insect, mammal,
and human).
Over the summer, Canada continued growing the garden’s
community by hosting Seedling Saturdays to help all those staying at
home to start their own gardens. When visitors started stopping by to
see Canada, he began taking their pictures using a recycled window
as a frame and posting it to FaceBook at CurtCanada; Instagram at
ThirtyOneCranberries; and Twitter at ThirtyOneCran.
Soon more visitors came, including new families whose children
had yet to start Stoddert, community members, and, of course, Canada’s students. This fall, with virtual learning continued, students are

Curt Canada, Community Food Champion
learning about the medicinal values of plants by listening to excerpts
from Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer.
Since its inception 13 years ago, the garden has been a touch stone
for the community, with volunteers doing everything from installing
fencing to helping with the compost, feeding the visiting chickens, and
building picnic tables to accommodate growing class sizes. Most recently volunteers began helping Canada rebuild the dilapidated greenhouse to keep the growing season going during the colder months.
Congratulations Mr. Canada!

Holy Rood Cemetery: Access Through One Entranceway
Jackie Blumenthal ANC3B-02

W

hen Holy Trinity took over the management of the cemetery and restored it to an active burial place with the building of a columbarium, they promised to allow the community full access at all times with the expectation that we would respect
the sanctity of the space while still enjoying its open greens
For a long time, many of us (myself included) have taken our dogs
into the cemetery through an illicit cut in the fencing behind W Place.
To be clear: No one has a problem with dogs in the cemetery as long
as we continue to clean up after them as I am certain all of us do. But
there is a problem with having that cut-open fence at the back end of
the space. And because of those security concerns, the opening has
been re-fenced with stronger material.
I made a case for putting a gate there or making some other arrangement to continue to allow neighbors to enter Holy Rood without
having to walk out to Wisconsin and go in the front. But there were
strong security objections to having a “back” entrance. I think we need
to accept that the stewards of Holy Rood have the right to protect the
grounds and to try to prevent vandalism and other misuse of the property. These concerns have been elevated recently with the awareness
of the many unmarked graves of former slaves that we now know are
located chiefly in the back part of the cemetery.
The cemetery is a community asset and we are all welcome to enjoy its peaceful setting. We should be grateful that we have unfettered

access to it from the main entrance and do our best to be a worthy
partner in Holy Rood’s upkeep and respect the resting place of so many
people.
That said, I hope those of you who used to enter through the back
will understand why you need to walk the extra steps around to the
front—and I sincerely hope no one will cut another opening in the
fence.
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Guy Mason Recreation Center

December & January Virtual Events
December 10, 1 p.m.

January 2021

The final session in the series. Register at https://www.
aroundtowndc.org/events. You will be emailed a Zoom link
to join the conversation the morning of the event.

Dates and artists TBA. For more information and to
register, visit https://www.aroundtowndc.org/events.

The Future of Sports and Fitness, Part 4

December 16, 11 a.m.

Guy Mason Reading Group

This month’s book is There, There, the debut novel of
Tommy Orange. Copies are on hold for the group at the
Georgetown Library.

December 16, Noon.

Virtual Concert Series

The Piano Journey, featuring Anna Ouspenskaya. To
register, visit https://www.aroundtowndc.org/events.

January 13, 20, and 27, 12:30.

African American Artists, Chichi Lovett

Explore the work of African American artists, including well
known and lesser known contemporary artists and their
predecessors. To register, visit https://www.aroundtowndc.
org/events.

2233 Wisconsin Ave NW
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 333-6378 | acehardwaredc.com

BUY ONLINE, PICKUP CURBSIDE.

NEW AT ACE!
Order online at acehardware.com/thepaintstudio

Find your perfect color and test it out at home.

Not valid online or with another offer. Cannot
be combined. One time use, one per customer.
Expires January 4, 2021

Virtual Concert Series.

January 2021

Interactivity Foundation Discussion Series
Dates and topics TBA. For more information and to
register visit https://www.aroundtowndc.org/events.

January 20, 11 a.m.

Guy Mason Reading Group
Book to be announced.

