
Charting a Course for Hardy Middle School
Randy Rieland

Middle school is hard. It’s a time of 
tricky transitions, not just from 
childhood to adolescence, but also 

from the comfortable familiarity of a neigh-
borhood school like Stoddert to more fluid 
and complex surroundings. 

Lucas Cooke certainly understands this. 
“When kids come in, it’s a whole different 
experience from elementary school,” he said. 
“You’re coming from a place where you may 
have been in class with the same 30 kids for 
years. Then you come here, where we have 
kids from 16 or 17 different elementary 
schools. And now you don’t know everyone. 
And you go to seven different classrooms in 
a day and have to get to know seven different 
teachers.” 

The “here” in this case is Hardy Middle 
School, where Cooke is halfway through his 
first year as principal. To smooth the passage 
from elementary to middle school, he said, 
Hardy launched a program last fall that al-
lowed incoming sixth graders to come in for 
half-day orientation sessions to meet teachers 
and get acclimated.

But there’s another trend that’s also 
softening the landing for Stoddert students at 
Hardy—their group keeps getting larger. Two 
years ago, 10 Stoddert students moved on to 
Hardy. In the fall of 2016, it was 20, and last 
year, the number rose to 28. That was more 
than half of Stoddert’s graduating fifth grade 
class. 

Making a Commitment
A big reason, according to Glover Parker 
Jason Orlando—whose daughter, Sophie, 
is now a Hardy seventh grader—is that 
neighborhood families made a commitment, 
as a group, to the school. 

Orlando said he and his wife, Amy, felt 
good about the direction of both DC Public 
Schools and Hardy. “I personally disliked 
the idea that kids would spend a few years 

together at Stoddert, then go their separate 
ways,” Orlando said. “I just believe there is 
some value in coming up through school with 
your peers. And I wanted to get together with 
other like-minded families to see if we could 
make that happen.”

That effort seems to have paid off. In 
fact, the trend extends beyond Stoddert. More 
than 60 percent of Hardy’s current sixth grade 
class comes from its five feeder schools in 
Northwest DC—Stoddert, Key, Horace Mann, 
Hyde-Addison, and Eaton. But it does present 
Cooke with a different challenge—maintain-
ing a diverse student population at Hardy, 
which, he says, is one of its greatest assets.

“Diversity is not just a circumstance 
here,” he said. “It’s something we value. It’s 
part of our mission. We offer something that’s 
unique—sharing spaces with people who 
aren’t like you.”

Cooke pointed out that experienc-
ing that kind of change with other students 
they’ve known for years can make kids more 
open. “When kids come here with kids who 
are familiar, they’re often more willing to take 
the risk to get to know people who are differ-
ent,” he said. “I see that as a benefit.”

Upbeat on the Future
That Hardy’s enrollment has room to grow, he 
said, should make it less difficult to maintain 
its diverse identity. Currently, the school has 
393 students. He estimates there’s room for 
roughly 50 more. 

It’s not surprising for a principal to be 
upbeat about his school, but Cooke is clearly 
excited about Hardy’s prospects. He said that 
when he arrived there last year after three 
years as an assistant principal at Eastern High 
School, he was struck by the “positivity” of 
Hardy’s staff. 

“I walked into a place where I immedi-
ately felt good,” he remembered. Cooke said 
that he can feel so engaged in the school that 

it’s sometimes hard to turn off his work life. 
Some nights, he doesn’t get to his home in 
Petworth until 8:30 p.m. or later. And, with 
a two-year-old and a four-month-old, he 
can’t, once there, exactly retire quietly for the 
evening with his wife, Soma Saha. “Sleep can 
be a challenge,” he conceded.

Cooke has taught or been a principal 
at four different schools, including in New 
York City, but he said Hardy, with its stable 
staff and “very collaborative” feel, has made 
a particularly strong impression on him. 
“This is the first school where I’d say, ‘I would 
send my daughter there.’ I would make that 
commitment. This is an experience I want my 
children to have.”
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Principal Lucas Cooke outside his office at  
Hardy Middle School.
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Join In • Make a Difference 
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!  
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s) 

Address

 

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007  
Make check payable to GPCA.
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Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, February 6 • 7 p.m. 
GP Community Center at Stoddert

Police Report
Glover Park Community Fund Update
FEMS/EMS Services
Bench Installation: Motion for  

Supplemental Funds
Membership Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report
New Business

Check www.gpcadc.org and the 
Glover Park list serv for updates.

President’s Report

Your Input and Enthusiasm Needed
Jarrett Ferrier

I hope, by the time this issue is in your hand, 
that three new pocket parks will be a real-
ity in Glover Park.  

The parks, which consist of two benches 
side by side, were made possible by the GPCA. 
With additional funding, we anticipate the ad-
dition of two more parks in the neighborhood 
for everyone’s enjoyment. The three new parks 
can be found along Calvert Street by the bank, 
at 39th Street by the Stoddert baseball field; 
and also at the corner of 42nd Street and New 

Mexico Avenue near the Victory Garden.
Why do I bring attention to this? Because 

it is the goal of the GPCA to improve the qual-
ity of life in Glover Park. To do this, however, 
we also need your input, your thoughts, and 
your creativity and energy. To steal from 
President Kennedy, ask not what Glover Park 
can do for you but what you can do for Glover 
Park.  

We need your input and your enthusiasm 
for the betterment of our ‘hood!

GPCA January Minutes
Karen Pataky 

President Ferrier called the meeting to order 
at 7 p.m.

Police Report. Sgt. Benjamin Firehock 
stated that Ward 3 continues the proud tradi-
tion of zero homicides. But he added that 
over the past 30 days, our PSA (204) suf-
fered a 150% increase in violent crime, with 
two assaults with a deadly weapon (ADW) 
and one robbery. The ADWs occurred at 
3300 Connecticut Avenue and 2401 Calvert 
Street. Perpetrators were arrested in both 
cases. A robbery (of Air Jordan shoes) oc-
curred on the Calvert Street Bridge, but an 
arrest has not yet been made. There have been 
three sexual assaults reported and nine thefts 
from cars. 

We are reminded to avoid leaving valu-
able items visible in cars and always lock all 
doors. He also reiterated the warning to avoid 
walking, biking, or driving while using elec-
tronic devices.

During the Q & A, two traffic concerns 
were raised. At Ward Circle, many drivers dis-
regard proper lanes to cut straight across the 
circle from east to west Massachusetts, posing 
crash dangers for drivers properly crossing the 
circle to continue on Nebraska Avenue.	

Signage is needed to alert drivers about 
lane changes where Wisconsin Avenue crosses 
Massachusetts Avenue. The far right lane 
southbound on Wisconsin disappears as 
Massachusetts Avenue is crossed. The signage 
must alert drivers of the need to change to the 
immediate left before crossing the intersection. 

Sgt. Firehock advised President Ferrier 
that DDOT is equipped to respond to our 
concerns. President Ferrier will invite DDOT 
to the next GPCA meeting.

Glover Park Community Fund (501c3). 
Frank Martorana reported that “the Com-

munity Fund is slowly moving forward.” The 
committee has the rough draft of a mission 
statement. The next step is to develop criteria 
for the dispersal of funds for community-
based projects. He sees everything being 
ready in a few months. Volunteer committee 
members are welcome. 

Bench Installation and Need for Supple-
mental Funds. The GPCA has been com-
mitted to developing “pocket parks” in the 
neighborhood. The pilot park is on 37th Street 
along Whitehaven Parkway. Five more parks 
are approved. 

Other locations are: 
Calvert Street along the side of the bank; 
39th Street along the baseball field; 
New Mexico Avenue at 42nd Street;
42nd Street at Davis Place; and
40th Place and W Street; 
GPCA is $4,700 dollars short of the 

funding needs to install benches in each park. 
The monies are due now, so President Ferrier 
suggested we transfer money from the GPCA 
treasury to fund the remaining two sites. 
Frank Martorana made a motion to transfer 
up to $4,700 dollars from the GPCA treasury 
to complete the installation of the remaining 
benches. Jack Everett seconded the motion. 
Due to the lack of a quorum, the vote is post-
poned until next month’s meeting.

Funding for the benches has been as-
sisted by the purchase of memorial plaques by 
community members. To date, four benches 
have dedicated plaques. 

President Ferrier asked GPCA Member-
ship Director Allen Tomlinson to email the 
membership, asking if they would like to 
purchase a plaque. If plaques remain available, 
a solicitation will be sent out via the Glover 
Park listserv. 

Treasurer’s Report. President Ferrier 
provided information from the written report 
in the absence of Treasurer Paul Thrasher. 
GPCA Total Assets are $34,758 for 2017 com-
pared to $42,796 in 2016. The greatest impact 
to overall assets is the cost of permitting and 
locating benches in community pocket parks 
in October 2017.

Membership Report. Allen Tomlinson 
stated the GPCA has 409 members, represent-
ing 272 households. Member renewal enve-
lopes will be sent out with either the February 
or April Gazette.

Secretary’s Report. Approval of the Min-
utes for November (as well as October) was 
deferred due to the lack of a quorum

New Business. Phil Thomas (philtho-
mas@dc.gov), Ward 3 Liaison for Mayor 
Bowser, commended Ward 3 Arborist, Vera 
Maneier for her excellent efforts coordinat-
ing the pruning of trees along the requested 
sidewalks.

Phil clarified the protocol for disposing of 
holiday trees. Unlike previous years (in which 
holiday trees were collected from easements), 
this year the trees should be set out next to 
trash and recycling containers on regular pick-
up days. 

The trees are expected to be picked by 
February 2 and will be shredded for mulch.

He also said Mayor Bowser would be 
on hand for the ribbon-cutting for the new 
Palisades Library. He invited neighbors to 
come on January 20 for the 10 a.m. ceremony. 
He added that, as the mayor’s liaison, he is 
available to assist with any and all community 
concerns.

Next GPCA Meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 6. President Ferrier gav-
eled adjournment at 8:15 p.m.

mailto:philthomas@dc.gov
mailto:philthomas@dc.gov
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Lenore 
Rubino
  Your neighbor and Realtor 

202-262-1261
Glover Park Expert

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage
1101 30th ST NW, Suite 120
Washington, D.C.  202-333-6100

2017–2018 ANC Members
Ann Mladinov, 3B-01, North Glover Park 
ann.mladinov@gmail.com, 202-270-0777

Jackie Blumenthal, 3B-02, East Glover Park 
jackieblumenthal@gmail.com, 202-333-7488

Melissa Lane, 3B-03, West Glover Park  
3B03@anc.dc.gov, 202-276-0681

Mary Young, 3B-04, Cathedral Heights 
mcy65@rcn.com, 202-895-0268 (h),  
202-997-9715 (c) 

Brian Turmail, 3B-05, South Glover Park 
bturmail@yahoo.com, 703-459-0238 

Visit ANC 3B: www.anc3b.org  
or e-mail at info@anc3b.org. 
Follow us on Twitter! @anc3b

ANC 3B News

December 2017 & January 2018 Meetings
Melissa Lane

December 2017
Police Report. Lt. Ralph Neal noted that, 
overall, very little crime was reported in PSA 
204 for November, although there were a 
number of thefts. In response to a question 
about security cameras, Lt. Neal discussed the 
Private Security Camera Incentive Program. 
This program reimburses people who install 
their own security cameras. For more 
information, go to www.ovsjg.gov.

Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers. Grif John-
son, Quiet Clean DC, presented information 
about the use of gas-powered leaf blowers 
and why they are a public health issue. The 
two-cycle ones, in particular, spew noxious, 
carcinogenic emissions. Beside particulate 
pollution, the tool is a substantial noise pol-
luter. Operators of these machines and the 
general public are both at risk. And operators 
are usually unaware of those risks. Battery-
powered blowers are cleaner, safer, and quieter. 
Mr. Johnson asked the ANC 3B to consider 
passing a resolution supporting Councilmem-
ber Cheh’s bill to ban the use of gas-powered 
leaf blowers by 2021. He also asked the ANC 
to consider supporting public hearings as part 
of a resolution. 3B will put the issue out for 
public comment and consider a resolution in 
February.

Updates and Information. Commis-
sioner Mladinov gave an update on the 
proposed purchase of Washington Gas and 
Light by Canadian-owned Alta Gas. The 
Public Service Commission, Office of People’s 
Counsel, and Attorney General oppose this 
sale. Information on the merger will be 
posted on the ANC 3B website and a public 
comment period opened until January 18 
when 3B would consider a resolution about 
the proposed merger. Also, Phil Thomas, 
the Mayor’s Ward 3 liaison, made several 
announcements: 1) people should call 311 if 
their leaves have not been picked up; 2) call 

202-727-7925 if you want to have Serve DC 
shovel your walk; 3) a public meeting will be 
held on January 31 at Guy Mason regarding 
the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue and 
Observatory Circle; and 4) a description was 
offered of the lead-pipe-replacement program 
whose goal is to replace all lead water mains 
(the service lines from main pipes to residen-
ces must be replaced by homeowners).

January 2018
Election of Officers. The proposed slate of 
ANC 3B officers for 2018—Brian Turmail, 
Chair; Jackie Blumenthal, Vice Chair; Mary 
Young, Treasurer; Ann Mladinov, Secretary; 
and Melissa Lane, At-Large—was passed 
unanimously.

Police Report. Lt. Ralph Neal noted 
violent crime in PSA 204 was up slightly in 
December compared with the same month 
in 2016, but these crimes did not happen 
in either Glover Park or Cathedral Heights. 
Property crime, however, is up due largely  
to thefts.

Presentation on the NEAR Act. Clinton 
James, Martha Davidson, and Bailey Cox gave 
an overview of the Neighborhood Engage-
ment Achieves Results Act, which passed the 
DC Council in spring 2016 and will be fully 
implemented in FY 2018. The central goal 
of the Act is to approach crime prevention 
from a community health perspective rather 
than solely through law enforcement. The Act 
has four parts: 1) establishment of the Office 
of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, 
which seeks to identify people at risk of being 
involved in criminal activity; 2) creation of a 
program to pair mental and behavioral health 
professionals with MPD officers; 3) establish-

ment of the Office of Violence Prevention 
and Health Equity whose mission includes 
placing social workers in emergency rooms to 
respond to potentially violent situations; and 
4) requirement for MPD to collect data and do 
analyses on felony crimes, stop-and-frisk inci-
dents, and use-of-force incidents, which would 
be used to improve training and policing. 
Because of concerns that the DC government 
is not being transparent about implementation 
of the Act and may not be implementing it 
as written in some cases, community activist 
groups are asking ANCs to pass a resolution 
urging DC to be more transparent especially 
in data collection and analyses. The present-
ers suggested that these resolutions would 
be most useful if they were passed before the 
Health and Human Services and Judiciary 
Committees hold oversight hearings later in 
February. ANC 3B will open up a public com-
ment period and consider a resolution at the 
March 8 meeting.

Grant Request from Friendship Place. 
Mariam Nek, the Director of Friendship 
Place’s AimHire Employment Program, pre-
sented a grant request for $2,500 to purchase 
a computer work station and approximately 
25–30 TRAC phones. This equipment will be 
used to help people who are looking for jobs 
or have jobs but no means to communicate 
with their employers. A motion was passed 
unanimously.

Resolution on the Proposed Merger of 
Washington Gas and Light and Alta Gas. 
Ann Mladinov presented a resolution to op-
pose the proposed merger of WGL and the 
Canadian company, Alta Gas. Background 
material along with a draft ANC 3B resolu-
tion opposing it were posted on the ANC 
3B website for public comment in January. 
The main reasons for 3B’s opposition are the 
weak financial status of Alta Gas and the lack 
of plans for infrastructure improvements or 
implementation of operational efficiencies. 
The motion was passed unanimously.

Updates and Information. Commission-
er Blumenthal announced that there would be 
a status meeting on Wednesday, January 31, on 
DDOT proposals for the intersection of Mas-
sachusetts Avenue and Observatory Circle. 
The meeting, at Guy Mason Recreation Center 
at 6 p.m., is open to the public. All are encour-
aged to attend.

Next Meeting. The ANC 3B will meet 
on Thursday, February 8. The agenda will be 
posted at anc3b.org at least one week before 
and will be circulated via list servs.

http://www.ovsjg.gov
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Dig This!

Three Must-Have Plants for Sunny Spots
Stephanie Shain

Whether you’re starting a new garden 
or expanding an existing one, pick-
ing plants can be daunting. It’s easy 

to be overwhelmed by the bounty in a garden 
center or flower magazine. In Barry Schwartz’s 
book The Paradox of Choice, he asserted that 
too many choices resulted in anxiety and ul-
timately could lead to being unable to choose 
at all.

Don’t Get Stuck! 
I’m giving you my top three plant choices that 
will make you a winner every time. There are 
many to choose from. Milkweed gets a lot of 
attention these days and purple coneflower 
(Echinacea) is a solid choice, although I’ve 
grown a bit bored with it as it seems for years 
most garden centers checked the “pollinator 
plant box” by offering this purple beauty and 
nothing else. 

Below are my three “must-have” plant 
families because they are easy to grow and for-
giving if you plant them in a not-quite-perfect 

place. They all have great, and very different, 
flowers, so there is something for every plant 
persuasion, and they all support a variety of 
beneficial bugs, birds, and other wildlife. 

Bee Balm (Monarda). This is one of my 
favorites thanks to its bright and diverse colors 
and how easy it is to grow. Bee balm thrives in 
full or partly sunny areas and will attract big 
fat bumble bees as well as diverse butterflies 
and even hummingbirds. The bright red flow-
ers look great on their own and also set off 
other flower colors nicely.

Goldenrod (Solidago). I love the golden-
rod family mostly because they are such strong 
feeders to a diverse number of pollinators. My 
favorite is gray or dwarf goldenrod (Solidago 
nemoralis) because it flowers into November—
providing food for late fall insects. Thanks 
to the many members in the family, you can 
find goldenrods that are short or tall, love 
tons of sun or not so much; and there’s even a 
goldenrod that prefers shade, called broad-
leaf or zigzag goldenrod. Goldenrod attracts 

songbirds like American Goldfinches that like 
the seeds. 

Many people think they are allergic to 
goldenrod, but they are more likely allergic to 
ragweed, which blooms at the same time. 

Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium). Spend some 
time around experienced gardeners and you’ll 
hear talk of “Joe Pye” and think they are talk-
ing about an old friend. This plant can grow 
as tall as six feet with nice leaves up the entire 
stalk and a big cap of pink to purple flower 
clusters. Flowering starts at the height of sum-
mer and the full-flower cap can be nearly as 
wide as a human head! This plant loves clay 
soil and prefers the clay not to dry out com-
pletely (although mine has several times and it 
does just fine). 

Joe Pye isn’t just nice to look at, this plant 
provides life support for over forty species of 
caterpillars.

If you have questions about plants 
you’d like discussed, please email me at 
GloverDigThis@gmail.com.

Stoddert Update
Lisa McCluskey and Jen Perry, PTO Co-Presidents

Thank you Glover Park for your support 
of Stoddert this academic year. Our stu-
dent-led Farmers’ Markets were a huge 

success in the first semester, featuring items 
from our garden and Spring Valley Farms. 
Students had the chance to gain life-long skills 
in food identification, customer service, and 
the farm-to-market concept. The chickens are 
gone for the season, but our garden renova-
tion is ongoing, even in the winter freeze. All 
new raised beds were built recently with added 
garden space. The compost program is up and 
running, with portable compost bins available 
to the community for use at home. We are 
looking forward to a 90% sustainable school 
garden for the 2018 spring season. Coming in 
February is a small hive of Mason bees. These 
workers will pollinate our garden and our 
newly planted cherry trees but not produce 
honey. Thank you to our Garden Coordinator, 
Teacher, and Glover Park neighbor Curt Cana-
da for his hard work to make this program a 
success.

Our Stoddert Cares Club this fall made 
sandwiches for Martha’s Table; collected coats 
and coffee for the homeless; and candy for vet-
erans. The club will host a culture of kindness 
event soon for a student and parent in-service 

opportunity. Gently used lost and found cloth-
ing items are also routinely donated to a local 
charity.

We will shortly reprise the Comme-
morative Brick and Plaque Campaign. As 
many Glover Parkers know, our front walkway 
is adorned with commemorative bricks 
donated by businesses and families when the 
building was remodeled. Now it’s your chance 
to “leave your mark.” Orders for bricks and 
plaques will be available for purchase as soon 
as prices are set. Funds raised will go toward 
playground improvements, book purchases, 
technology licenses, and special programs like 
Stoddert Cares and our garden.

Make sure to save the date of 
April 21, 2018, for our annual auction and 
fundraiser! This year we are moving the party 
to Town Hall. The event will feature a Spring/
cherry blossom theme and include a Haiku 
contest for kids and adults alike. For more 
information, check out http://www.stoddert.
org/2017/11/03/save-the-date-annual-auction-
party-april-21st/.

Last year we assembled an Overcrowding 
Committee to advocate for fair and equitable 
solutions to the problem. The committee is 
made up of Stoddert parents and staff, as well 

as Glover Park community members. We have 
provided input to DCPS to help accommodate 
our growth and continue outreach to have 
DCPS do true enrollment and growth projec-
tions for our neighborhood and citywide. As 
a community we helped save the Fillmore arts 
program for the next couple of years, and now 
we are banding together to work with Mary 
Cheh and other supporters to accommodate 
growth and maintain core building standards. 
This affects students but also all who use the 
indoor and outdoor school and DPR facilities. 
The number of users has a great impact on the 
common spaces, furnishings, and bathrooms. 
Although we are at capacity we continue to be 
one of DC’s top schools, and we cherish the 
diversity of the Stoddert community.

If you are interested in learning more 
about our school, the Stoddert administra-
tors have a school tour the first Friday of every 
month. Lottery enrollment for DCPS PreK 
classes is open now, including ours, and closes 
on March 1. In-boundary enrollment and re-
enrollment for K‑5th grade begins in May. Find 
more information at www.stoddert.org or by 
emailing us at president@stoddert.org.



mailto:GloverDigThis@gmail.com
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Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi ce with the big reputation.
(202) 965-8800

ALLEN TOMLINSON &

202.744.5842 Cell/Text
202.362.1300 Offi ce
Allen.Tomlinson@LNF.com
www.agtomlinson.com

REALTORS® Licensed in DC, MD, & VA

Recent transactions:
h 5149 Yuma Str NW (5BR/5BA) – 

SOLD – $1,350,000 
h 5836 MacArthur Blvd NW (5BR/5BA) 

COMING SOON – For Sale 
$2,600,000

h 702 Quincy Str NW (6BR/6BA) - 
COMING SOON – For Sale $749,900

h 6503 Good Luck Rd. Riverdale 
(4BR/4BA) – COMING SOON – 
For Sale $419,900

JEARLINE WILLIAMS 

My clients will save 50% Off Penske Truck Rentals. 
GPCA Members save 20% Off Penske Truck Rentals.

Parenting in the Park

Seriously Organized
Paige Trevor

Glover Park, we make organizing too 
hard. I don’t mean to hurt any feel-
ings; we need to lighten up if we are 

going to get the job done. It’s one of those 
paradoxes in life, if we want to be serious 
about being organized and de-cluttering this 
year we gotta loosen our clench, and dial up 
our humor and creativity. Here are 6 tips to get 
you on your way.

1. Try not to save the planet while you 
are getting organized. Please, just trash the 
trash. The best way to help our lovely planet is 
to simply not buy stuff. You will be less com-
pelled to purchase things to fix your life if your 
home is clutter-free. Practice throwing things 
out as a solution (keep recycling and donating, 
and add trashing old stuff). 

2. Especially if you have small children, 
your organizing accomplishments last 43 sec-
onds. To stay organized, stay inspired. Check 
out Pinterest pages, refreshed and cleanly 
labeled files, and put on some good music and 
add a delicious cup of tea, with your timer set 
for a small amount of time. 

3. Get out your metaphorical thick 
Sharpie and draw clean, fat lines around the 
rooms in your house. Put toys in the base-
ment, games in the family room, books and 
stuffed animals in bedrooms, and Legos on the 
big craft table. Our brain is more efficient if it 

doesn’t have to make decisions, over and over. 
Books are still going to be all over the place, 
but when we clean up, it’s easy to evict the 
squatters and put things to rights.

4. It’s not our job to memorialize our 
child’s every move. Edit! Get a lovely new box 
for each child in your life (color code them) 
and what fits in the box, fits in the box. Good 
rule of thumb: if it’s a worksheet, throw it out. 

5. The Fly Lady (check her out at www.
flylady.net) says, “You can’t organize clutter.” 
Get clutter out, whether it’s time, head, kids, 
memorabilia, photo, gadget, pantry, reusable 
bag, or book clutter! It’s not easy, you won’t 
feel like doing it, yet when it’s done, oh, the 
freedom it will give you!

6. Keeping books and magazines around 
does not put the knowledge in your head. 
Your bedroom should be a relaxing and calm 
oasis. Have you ever walked into a hotel and 
seen 28 unread Oprah magazines, 12 New 
Yorkers, various catalogs, and that darn book 
club book staring at you? Consume books and 
magazines as they enter your house, then 
release them into the wild.

If you need a hands-on assist, contact me 
at paigetrevor@mac.com, Glover Parkers 
get a discount in February. Check out www.
paigetrevor.com/events to see upcoming online, 
or in the neighborhood, presentations. 

Senior Fare
On the bus 
the woman next to me stares 
straight ahead. A mother 
points out sights to her toddler, 
his nose against the window. 
A young man, white wires looping 
from his ears, keeps his eyes closed. 
Teen-aged girls gab non-stop. 

Getting off the bus
I trip on a broken curb. 
A man waiting at the stop 
steadies me, says, “Do be careful.”
I thank him for the help, and, silently, 
for proof that I am not invisible…yet. 

Edna Small

We are now at Capital 
One Arena! Visit us 
at Section 105/106 
for every Capitals and 
Wizards home game!

www.rocklands.com
Eat Your Barbeque!

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

http://www.flylady.net
http://www.flylady.net
mailto:paigetrevor@mac.com
http://www.paigetrevor.com/events
http://www.paigetrevor.com/events
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February 2018

GLOVER PARK REAL ESTATE WATCH

Maggie Simpson, Realtor
Maggie@MaggieInDC.com
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Long and Foster Real Estate
Licensed in DC, MD, and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 966-1400



Name Your Price: If you could name your price, would you want to sell your home? 
Go to DCPropertyValues.com  I may have your buyer!

The Impact of Tax Reform on Housing
In December, Congress passed the most consequenti al tax legisla-
ti on in three decades and a big questi on is what impact it will have 
on the real estate market. If the changes in the tax code deliver 
improved economic growth, then it’s possible such growth will 
further shore up our already strong real estate market. However, 
the changes signed into law will have perhaps more immediate 
impacts for homeowners.

The Changes Perti nent for Real Estate
Mortgage interest deducti ons have been limited to the interest 
on a combined $750,000 of loan debt for primary residences 
and second/vacati on homes. Current homeowners are grandfa-
thered into the previous deducti on to a combined debt limit up 
to $1 million. New homebuyers, however, will be limited to de-
ducti ng interest on up to $750,000 of combined mortgage debt. 
Proposals to enti rely eliminate the mortgage interest deducti on 
on second and vacati on homes were not passed with the new 
laws, thanks in part to lobbying by the Nati onal Associati on of 
Realtors. 

The interest deducti on for home equity loan debt has been 
eliminated unless you’re using the money for home improve-
ments. Previously, homeowners could deduct interest on home 
equity debt up to $100,000—even if those loans were taken to 
fund purchases not related to their homes, like college tuiti on. 
Now, you can take an interest deducti on for up to $100,000 of 
home equity debt only if the loan is spent on repairs or improve-
ments to your home. This essenti ally makes it more costly to tap 
into your home’s equity without actually selling the home.

Deducti ons for property taxes, as well as state income or sales 
tax, are also now limited - to a combined $10,000. Previously, 
homeowners could deduct the full amount for their local proper-
ty taxes, and the full amount of either their state income or sales 
taxes. In 2018, you’ll be limited to a combined deducti on total of 
$10,000 for state and local property, income and sales taxes. This 
is going to “bite” for the many high income earners and high value 
homeowners in the District.
Moving expenses are no longer deducti ble, for any reason. Unti l 
now, you could deduct reasonable moving expenses if you met 
certain requirements (such as a job-related move), but that de-
ducti on has been eliminated. 

Finally, some good or at least neutral news, the capital gains tax 
exclusions remain the same when you sell your house. Previous 
versions of the tax bill proposed cuts to the exclusion, but these 
were not made. Married fi lers can sti ll exclude up to $500,000 
when selling their primary home, as long as they’ve lived there 
two of the past fi ve years. For single fi lers, the exclusion is 
$250,000.

What will this mean for real estate in 2018 and beyond? 
Inventory will likely remain a challenge: Housing supply has 
been ti ght in recent years as homeowners with very low mort-
gage rates have been staying in their houses for longer. Declines 
in mortgage interest deducti ons for new purchases may further 
aff ect their willingness to sell. 

Nati onwide, about 3.9 percent of home loans exceed $750,000. 
That fi gure varies in our markets along the East Coast, from less 
than 1.0 percent in more rural counti es to near double-digits in 
the citi es and coastal communiti es. In those higher priced ar-
eas, like D.C., the reduced mortgage interest deducti on and the 
$10,000 cap on deducti ng property taxes may discourage would-
be sellers from listi ng their homes and moving up. This may mean 
conti nued diffi  culty for buyers who have to bid for a relati vely low 
number of homes on off er.

Price adjustments may occur in the upper brackets: With the 
mortgage interest and property tax deducti ons lowered, the cost 
of home ownership will be higher in the upper price ranges. That 
may drive buyers in the $1 million to $3 million brackets to look 
for price adjustments to accommodate the increased cost. 

For Glover Park, this eff ect may be limited as we have only re-
cently reached the point where many homes in the neighborhood 
sell for over $1 million. In additi on, ti ght inventory will likely coun-
terbalance any decline in demand so that prices remain high.

Overall Impact: We live in a high-wealth area and a higher-than-
typical proporti on of home sales are transacted for cash. So far, 
home builders in DC and the MD and VA suburbs are not anti cipat-
ing a negati ve impact on their sales of new homes. The same op-
ti mism will likely apply to the market for sales of existi ng homes. 
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GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com
202.333.8128

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am

The kitchen is always open!

February at Guy Mason 
3600 Calvert Street, NW — (202) 727-7527

Events
February 9, Friday Free for All: Games at 11 a.m.; 
lunch at noon; and a film at 1 p.m, Guess Who's 
Coming to Dinner. Starring Sidney Poitier, Spencer 
Tracy and Katherine Hepburn. 

Come for one or all; register at guymas-
onevents@gmail.com.  

February 13, Tuesday 4–5 p.m., Electronic 
Information at the Library. In the first of a  
series exploring Georgetown Public Library’s 
offerings, Wendell Kellar explains what is 
available to you on your computer, tablet, and  
smart phone.

February 14, Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Valentine’s 
Day, with beverages, music, and dancing.  
Admission is a dessert or appetizer. 

Register at guymasonevents@gmail.com. 

February 16, Friday, A Trip to the African-
American Museum. Coffee, tea, and bagels 
at Guy Mason at 9:45 a.m.; bus leaves at 10:15 
a.m.; and departs museum at 2:30 p.m. Limit 30 
people. Register at guymasonevents @gmail.com. 
Participants must include a telephone number 
in their email.

February 23, Friday Free for All: Games at 11 
a.m.; Lunch at noon; and a film at 1 p.m., The Song 
Within Sedona, highlighting 16 extraordinary 
Sedona women. 

Come for one or all; register at guymas-
onevents@gmail.com. 

February 23, Friday. 6:30 p.m., Dr. Liliane Willens 
talks about Harbin, Manchuria (Heilongjian)—
the Russian City in China, 1900–50  (with 
PowerPoint). Harbin saw two waves of Russian 
migration: one willingly before the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution and the second group fleeing Russia 
during the Revolution and Civil War. Reception to 
follow. 

Register at guymasonevents @gmail.com.

Classes
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m., Dance/Exercise with Gayla 
April.

Mondays, 6–7 p.m., English as a Second 
Language (ESL) Conversation and Discussion. 
Taught by Abigail Bruhlmann. All levels welcome.

Wednesdays, 2:30–3:30 p.m., Functional 
Movement with Gyrokinesis, which focuses on 

functional movement, balance, injury prevention, 
and sensory stimulation. Good for all ages, physical 
abilities, and post-rehabilitation. Nina Dunham is the 
instructor.

Wednesdays, 7–8 p.m., Gentle Yoga with Andrea 
McCabe. This very popular free class is accessible to 
everyone.

Thursdays, 3:30 p.m., Computer Help. Assistance 
provided by appointment. Please call Guy Mason. 
Nancee Simonson, instructor.

Monday, February 5, 4 p.m., Short Story Reading 
with Jayanthi Sambasivan. The class will read and 
discuss the selection’s structure and virtues.

Wednesdays, February 7 and 21, 11 a.m., French 
Conversation with Maurice Schiff. All levels 
welcome.

Wednesday, February 21, 11 a.m., The Book 
Reading Group, Steve Jobs (a biography). Jay 
Sambasivan will lead the discussion.


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