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This spring has been about re-emergence and recovery, literally 
and figuratively. Eased restrictions, outings, cicadas, and in-
person school and work have helped us feel somewhat normal 

again. While struggles with the pandemic and its aftermath remain, 
we felt the time was right for a free neighborhood-wide event to enjoy 
each other’s company in the great outdoors.

Last year, our spirits were lifted by Crush Funk Brass pop-ups and 
W Street neighbor Wilson Barmeyer’s porch concerts. With official 
PorchFest events starting to take place in DC and other cities, I knew 
Glover Park needed to follow suit. As with most endeavors in our 
‘hood, all it takes is a small group of neighbors to get something off 
the ground. One quick text to Wilson and to fellow W Street neighbor 
Gupi Howie and we had a team. A quick discussion at the latest GPCA 
meeting and a Go-Fund me and we had the support and funds to make 
it happen. A testament to the spirit of our community. 

But first, some background. People have long gathered around their 
homes and town squares to share music and spend time together, 
but where did PorchFest come from? My research suggested that 
“Porchfest,” as a term, started in Ithaca, New York, in 2007. PorchFest 
events purposely bring local musicians and neighborhoods together 
to celebrate and create a sense of community. Today there are annual 
PorchFest music events held across the United States and in Canada on 
front porches and lawns.

What will our event look like? 
This free neighborhood-wide live music event will feature volunteer 
bands and solo performances hosted on porches throughout Glover 
Park from 4 until 8 p.m. Best of all, the kick-off performance will 
be held on the front porch of Stoddert Elementary with fan-favorite 
Crush Funk Brass. The northwest corner of W and 39th Street will host 
an additional space for artists who may need a porch/stage to borrow. 
The W and 39th location will also host the closing performance. 

A map has been created to provide a guide to locations, much like 
Glover Park’s Art Walk. Portions of performances will be hosted on 
FaceBook Live or YouTube for those who wish to remain virtual. All 
information will be sent out on the listserv, to GPCA members, and 
will be available on the Glover Park Citizens’ Association website, 
gpcadc.org. 

True to the mission of GPCA, this event will celebrate the arts and our 
community while providing our Glover Parkers some much needed 

fun. Thank you so much to those who donated funds to get us started.

Who will be performing? 
Our line-up will feature professionals as well as neighbors and kids 
who have joined together to make all of this happen. We look forward 
to hearing the diversity of Glover Park’s musical abilities.  A map is 
located on the last page and online here. 

Join us Saturday, June 19, to feed our souls with music and to show
our great Glover Park community spirit with the new event!

Good Vibes Outside

Glover Park's First PorchFest June 19
Lisa McCluskey

4:00     Kick-off featuring Crush Funk Band
             Stoddert Elementary School Porch

4:45     Zach Weingarten (original instrumental guitar music),
             2204 Tunlaw

5:00     Wilson Barmeyer (80s diva hits in the style of Chris
             Stapleton), 39th and W

5:15     Zachary Mills (celtic), 39th and W

5:30     Kristin Cotts (folk), 39th and W

6:00     Friends & Family-Style All-Ages Hoedown
             (bluegrass-ish hootenanny, bring your kids), 39th and W

6:00     Mikel (DJ—club/house music ), 3841 Calvert 

6:45     Hassan El-Tayyab from American Nomad 
             (folk-americana that grooves), 39th and W

7:00     Elena de la Rosa Blanco (family friendly, children’s band
             and adult guitar and vocals), 2119 Huidekoper 

7:15     Eden King (multi-instrumental improv experimental mix),
             Venue TBD

7:30     Close Out: Crush Funk Brass Band (New Orleans-style
             brass with DC funk twist), 39th and W

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1RiWWDb1PyRxhGFhAKEKsjseTZdJc8jGU&usp=sharing
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President’s Report
Let's Do Something Meaningful
Maggie Simpson

What a difference a year makes! 
Last June our city was awash 
with Covid-19 illness and deaths; 

protests and clashes with police over the 
murder of George Floyd, police brutality, and 
racial injustice; and tensions in the lead-up to 
the presidential election. A year later, we are 
getting daily doses of good news as Covid vac-
cination rates climb and infections and deaths 
plummet. As a result, DC is opening up and it 
looks like this will be a summer of freedom—
to work and play and enjoy life, perhaps more 
than ever, as we appreciate what we have and 
what we lost during the worst of the Covid 
pandemic. 
 
But there’s work to be done! While we have 
lots of upbeat news these days, many in our 
neighborhood and the larger Ward 3 are still 
struggling with the economic impact of the 
pandemic. Hunger—yes, neighbors going 
hungry—is the hidden epidemic right now. By 
some estimates, food insecurity has increased 
by as much as 50% as the pandemic has 
thrown many Americans into precarious situ-
ations, where their income or work opportuni-
ties are reduced, and perhaps their access to 
family and social networks. I would like to see 
the Glover Park Citizens’ Association support 
solutions to this problem and, to that end, at 
the May GPCA meeting I proposed a monthly 
donation of $800 to the Ward 3 Mutual Aid 
group. 

Why Ward 3 Mutual Aid? Ward 3 Mutual 
Aid provides over $3,000 worth of groceries 
each week to folks in Glover Park and the rest 
of Ward 3. They do so with more than 100 
volunteers who purchase and deliver food, 
including hot meals, to their neighbors every 
day. Amazingly, none of their funding goes to 
overhead costs. Donations are all redistributed 
in the form of groceries by their tireless all-
volunteer cadre. GPCA provided Ward 3 
Mutual Aid a grant of $1,000 last fall, covering 
just a few days’ worth of their work. I would 
now like GPCA to provide monthly support 
of $800 on an ongoing basis. We can decide to 
end the support whenever we wish to do so. 

Isn’t that a lot of money? Because of the 
pandemic, the GPCA has not held a Glover 
Park Day since 2019 and has not printed the 
Glover Park Gazette since March 2020. We 
have, however, collected membership dues 
and fees from Gazette advertisers. With few 
offsetting expenses, we have been able to build 

up our bank balances. We will have more than 
enough to hold a Glover Park Day 2022, and 
while we hope to again print the Gazette, we 
will likely produce shorter (less expensive) 
editions that drive readers to our online 
version. 

We can afford to make this donation. The 
times call for extending a helping hand and 
our current assets allow us to do so. As a 
nonprofit community organization, we are not 
meant to build up our assets indefinitely; we 
should be spending our funds on community 
support, and Ward 3 Mutual Aid—with its 
zero overhead costs—is a very good conduit 
for that. 
 
Is this in line with the GPCA Mandate? Yes, 
the GPCA has a long history of providing 
grants to other organizations. We have 
donated thousands to the Glover Park-
Burleith Farmers’ Market (ultimately DC 
Greens Inc.), the Glover Park Village, the 
Glover Park Community Fund, Healthy 
Living, Inc, summer camps run by the 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD), 
and the MPD Awards Banquet. Right now, 
people need help getting enough food; let’s 
support Ward 3 Mutual Aid and do something 
meaningful to boost our community’s post-
pandemic comeback. 

We’ll take a vote on the motion to donate 
to Ward 3 Mutual Aid at our upcoming 
meeting, 7 p.m. on June 15 via Zoom. Please 
register here https://zoom.us/meeting/
register/tJ0rfuCqrjsoGdSMHGzav99-
WdeMuxH9CcSK and join the meeting to 
voice your support.

Other important issues. We’ll also be 
discussing how DCPS plans to address 
overcrowding at Stoddert Elementary 
School and how we can weigh in on their 
decision-making process; whether bike lanes 
on Tunlaw Road will reduce parking in the 
neighborhood; and Glover Park’s PorchFest 
being held Saturday, June 19. We can’t yet hold 
a Glover Park Day, but let’s party anyway! 

GPCA Meeting 

June 15, 7 p.m.

via Zoom
AGENDA
Police Report

Donation to Ward 3 Mutual Aid

        Group: Maggie Simpson

Update on Bike Lanes: Brian Turmail

Stoddert Update: Stoddert PTO

PorchFest Update: Lisa McCluskey

Treasurer’s Report: Alicia Allison

Membership Report: Allen Tomlinson

Secretary's Report, Andrea Cuba:

New Business

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rfuCqrjsoGdSMHGzav99-WdeMuxH9CcSK
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rfuCqrjsoGdSMHGzav99-WdeMuxH9CcSK
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rfuCqrjsoGdSMHGzav99-WdeMuxH9CcSK
http://and 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0rfuCqrjsoGdSMHGzav99-WdeMuxH9CcSK


4

Glover Park Gazette

GPCA May 2021 Minutes 
Andrea Cuba
Treasurer Maggie Simpson called the meeting 
to order at 7:05 p.m. on behalf of President 
Karen Pataky. 

Police Report. Lieutenant Johnson reported 
that violent crime saw an increase in April 
with one homicide taking place. The incident 
was a result of a traffic confrontation between 
two motorists. The assailant is known, and 
police hope to have her apprehended soon. 
Other forms of crime were down month over 
month with only 13 thefts from autos and 4 
vehicle thefts.

Mayor’s Representative for Ward 3. Due to 
a scheduling conflict, Tony Donaldson was 
unable to attend the meeting.

DDOT Proposal to Enhance Bike Safety 
from Nebraska Avenue to Reservoir Road. 
ANC3B Chair Brian Turmail shared that back 
in January, the ANC was briefed on a DDOT 
proposal that would add protected bike lanes 
from Nebraska Avenue to Reservoir Road. 
ANC3B pointed out that the DDOT did 
not think through several things that would 
be affected by its proposal, including ADA 
access, deliveries (restaurant, postal, FedEx, 
and UPS, etc) deliveries, and a significant 
reduction in parking spots. The ANC has 
asked DDOT to review mobility reports and 
take a comprehensive look at issues outlined 
that will have an impact on the neighborhood. 
He added that there will be a comment period 
and he will let the community and GPCA 
know when it launches. 

Stoddert School Update. PTO Liaison Lisa 
McCluskey reported that DCPS is currently 
in an information-gathering stage and has 
just put out a survey to the community. It will 

close on May 19. Lisa said DCPS is responding 
to feedback but is still looking to fast track 
their plans, so the community must stay 
engaged. Lisa also highlighted and thanked 
all those working on this with DCPS and 
shared that ANC3B is now included on the 
committee working on the plans. The ANC 
will be hosting DCPS at its next meeting and 
the community is encouraged to listen in and 
provide feedback. Separately, Lisa shared that 
Stoddert will be getting two new trailers to 
help with overcrowding. 

Update on DC Federation of Citizens’ 
Associations. Pat Clark provided an update 
that there is going to be a virtual meeting of 
the presidents and the Federation board soon. 
There is also going to be an assembly meeting 
with all the delegates in June. 

Guy Mason Activities. Marsha Goldberg 
announced that throughout May and most of 
June the African-American artists series with 
Chichi Lovett will continue. Also, the Let’s 
Imagine the Post-Pandemic World discussion 
takes place on May 27. You can view and 
register for these events at aroundtowndc.org. 
The Reading Group is reading Natsume 
Sōseki’s Kokoro for Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Heritage Month. 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Maggie 
Simpson shared that the Association has no 
outstanding debts and all current advertisers 
are fully paid up. She also said the Association 
has a cash balance of over eighteen thousand 
dollars. 

Membership Report. Membership 
Director Allen Tomlinson reported that 
our total number of members is 323 from 

212 households. Allen can be reached at 
membership@gpcadc.org if you’d like to 
renew.

Secretary’s Report. A motion to accept the 
April 2021 minutes was made, seconded and 
passed.

2021 Election of GPCA Officers: Proposed 
Slate of GPCA Officers. President Karen 
Pataky announced the proposed slate as 
President: Maggie Simpson; 1st Vice President: 
Lisa McCluskey; 2nd Vice President: Jack 
Everett; Treasurer: Alicia Allison; Secretary: 
Andrea Cuba; and Sergeant at Arms: Frank 
Martorana. 

Nominations from the Floor. None were 
submitted. 

Election of Officers. Each position was 
brought to a vote and the entire slate was 
voted in with 13 out of 18 attendees voting in 
favor.

Passing of the Presidential Gavel. The GPCA 
gavel will be transferred from Karen Pataky to 
Maggie Simpson.

New Business. Treasurer Maggie Simpson 
made a motion to provide a monthly grant 
of $800 to the Ward 3 Mutual Aid Group. 
Motion was seconded. 

Next Meeting. A special meeting will be 
convened next month to discuss and vote on 
the motion proposed above. 

Adjournment. Upon appropriate motion and 
second, President Karen Pataky adjourned the 
meeting at 8:26 p.m.

A group of present and former GPCA presidents 
met in May to share memories and discuss 
further plans for the GPCA. 

Bottom row: (Left to Right) Jack Everett and 
Karen Pataky, Top row; Jarrett Ferrier, new Presi-
dent Maggie Simpson, Melissa Lane and Sheila 
Meehan. 

mailto:membership%40gpcadc.org?subject=
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ANC3B News 

May Meeting Report
Melissa Lane
Police Report. Lt. Paul Johnson, 2D, gave the 
police report. For the past 30-day period, there 
were 6 thefts, 2 stolen autos, and 1 theft from 
auto. The same as last year. With regard to 
the question from the last meeting about the 
activation of the stop sign camera, Johnson 
said that DDOT activated the camera based on 
a request from someone in the community.  

DCPS proposals for planned new schools 
at Hardy Rec property near Foxhall and 
Reservoir Roads and former Georgetown 
Day School campus on MacArthur 
Boulevard. Claudia Luján, DCPS Deputy 
Chief, Strategic School Planning and 
Enrollment, and Andrea Swiatocha, DCPS 
Deputy Manager of Facilities, gave an 
overview of plans for development of two 
new schools in the Foxhall and Palisades 
neighborhoods. The goal of these new facilities 
is to relieve the overcrowding at existing 
area schools, though the proposals would 
not totally solve the capacity challenges at 
Stoddert, Deal, or Wilson. 

A new elementary school is proposed 
on the site of the Hardy Rec Center and park, 
near the Old Hardy School, which is under 
long-term lease to the Lab School. This would 
be new construction and not available for oc-
cupancy until August 2024. The student popu-
lation would either be drawn from Stoddert, 
Key, and Mann elementary schools through a 
change in boundaries or by having only third–
fifth graders from Stoddert and Key attend 
the new school, leaving the pre-K to second 

graders at their current schools. 
The second proposed school would be 

located in the Georgetown Day School on 
MacArthur Boulevard. Because it is an exist-
ing building, it could be ready for occupancy 
by August 2022. The options for this property 
would be either 1) a new high school or 2) a 
middle school that either supplements Hardy 
Middle or moves Hardy Middle to the new 
site and using Hardy Middle property for a 
ninth-grade academy to alleviate crowding at 
Wilson High School. DCPS would not provide 
transportation to these new facilities.

DCPS developed these proposals in 
consultation with a community working group 
created by the school system to assess school 
options in the Wilson High School feeder 
network. ANC3B was not initially asked to 
participate in this group, but has recently been 
invited. Commissioner Brian Turmail will rep-
resent 3B. Public comment on these proposals 
is due by May 20.

Jorge Highland, Stoddert PTO Co-Pres-
ident, commented that Stoddert is the most 
heavily affected school under the proposed 
options for an elementary school. From the 
perspective of parents, both options are unac-
ceptable as they split Glover Park in half either 
geographically or in terms of the current 
teaching team. Either option would create 
logistical problems for Glover Park families 
to get students to and from the proposed new 
schools, especially for those without a car. The 
two school sites on Foxhall and MacArthur 
have very limited Metrobus service and are 
too far away for most area students to walk 
there. The PTO urges DCPS to go back to 
the plan that expands Stoddert to address the 
overcrowding issue and keep the Stoddert 
boundaries intact.

On behalf of ANC3B, Commissioner 
Turmail expressed several concerns with 
the current proposal. He introduced a letter 
opposing DCPS’s two options and asking for 
funding for the capital project at Stoddert 
to be restored. The letter was unanimously 
approved.

Request for Zoning Special Exception 
for Addition at 2131 Observatory Place. 
Jeremy and Rachel Robinson presented plans 
proposing a 2-story addition that would 
increase their lot occupancy to 44%, triggering 
a requirement for a special zoning exception. 
The Robinsons presented support letters 
from their adjacent neighbors at 2129 and 
2201 Observatory. The Commission voted to 
support the application and will file a letter to 
the BZA in the zoning case.

DC Food Project $2,500 Grant Request for 
SouperGirl Soup Project. Krista Weymouth 
presented a proposal to provide fresh soup 
to families in need in DC and also purchase 
T-shirts for staff and volunteers working 
on distribution of the food assistance. The 
organization, founded in Glover Park, has 
been very successful and is about to deliver 
their one-millionth meal. The Commissioners 
voted to approve the grant.

Stoddert PTO Grant Request for Fifth-
Grade Graduation. Jorge Highland, Stoddert 
PTO Co-President, presented a grant request 
for $1,475 to rent a tent and fans for the fifth-
grade graduation at Stoddert on June 18, 
which must to be held outdoors because of 
COVID restrictions. The Commission voted 
to approve the grant.

Proposed Letter to DDOT with 
Recommendations for Post-Pandemic 
“Slow Streets” Initiatives. DDOT has asked 
for comments by the end of May on how it 
can achieve the goals of the recently closed 
2020 “Slow Streets” program that DDOT 
launched last summer during the COVID-19 
emergency. Within the previous weeks, 
DDOT had taken down the barricades on 
39th Street from Fulton to Massachusetts 
Avenue and removed the designation of that 
route as a “Slow Street.” Commissioner Ann 
Mladinov presented a draft letter to DDOT 
including the recommendations to consult 
with ANCs and the community about projects 
proposed on local streets and issue a standard 
Notice of Intent (NOI) for public comment. 
The Commission voted to approve sending the 
letter to DDOT. 

Breadsoda Requesting Amendment to 
Settlement Agreement with the ANC 
(attached to Breadsoda’s liquor license). 
Dominick Garzaniti and Steve Teague from 
Breadsoda (2233 Wisconsin Avenue—next 
to Ace Hardware) requested a change in 
their settlement agreement with the ANC 
that would extend their open hours on the 
top patio to 2 a.m. on weeknights and 3 a.m. 
on weekends. They also requested the use 
of speakers for ambient music on both its 
street-level and below-grade outdoor spaces.
Commissioner Jackie Blumenthal said she 
would put out a call for public comment and 
the ANC would vote on the requests at its 
June meeting. Pending approval and a new 
settlement agreement, Breadsoda would then 
be able to apply to the ABC Board for an 
additional entertainment endorsement.

Updates and Information
Commissioner Turmail reported that he 
participated in a bike ride with Mary Cheh, 
DDOT representatives and others about 
the DDOT proposals for bike lanes on New 
Mexico Avenue, Tunlaw Road and 37th 

Street. He repeated the ANC 3B request for 
a broader corridor study that includes an 
analysis of mobility and safety needs for all 
modes of transportation on those streets 
including requirements for bus stops, delivery 
trucks, pedestrians, parking, etc. On May 17, 
several Commissioners scheduled a walk-
through of the Tunlaw Road corridor with 
Councilmember Cheh to go over specific areas 
of concern.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5
Commissioner Elizabeth Elson gave an update on the Cathedral 
Avenue corridor. She, Tony Donaldson from MOCRS, Donise 
Jackson, Communications, Community Engagement Specialist and 
Program Analyst, and her colleagues from DDOT did a walk-through 
of the area to discuss pending long-term safety issues including 
crosswalks, signage, parking, etc. Donise had updates on the status of 
these requests and sent out a schedule for addressing them.

Next meeting: June 10, 2021.

Leader of the Pack

A Letter From Stoddert's Principal Don Bryant

Dear Glover Park Community,

An article titled “Stoddert Principal Begins New Chapter” 
appeared in the Gazette in July 2013 and announced my 
arrival as the new Stoddert principal. In this letter I am closing 
that chapter by announcing my retirement and departure 
from Stoddert.

My career in public education has spanned 47 years. I started 
teaching in 1974 in a small town in Iowa, and after working 
there for seven years I moved to a larger Iowa district where 
I taught for eight years. In 1989, my family and I moved 
to Manitowoc, Wisconsin, where I served as a teacher, 
district curriculum specialist, and principal. After ten years 
in Wisconsin, we moved to southwest Florida, where I spent 
fourteen years as a principal and district-level administrator.

I retired from Florida on July 12, 2013 and—after two days of 
retirement—started working at Stoddert on July 15. My plan 
was to work in DCPS for five years, and I obviously didn’t stick 
to that plan, because this is year eight of that five-year plan.

At every phase of my career I’ve been blessed to work with 
wonderful students, talented staff members, and supportive 
community members. The support that the Glover Park 
community has given to Stoddert, and to me, has been 
beyond compare. My hope is that you will continue to 
provide that same level of support to Stoddert’s new 
leadership.

My wife and I will be relocating back to our hometown of 
Winterset, Iowa. I have a family farm there which my two 
nephews are leasing from me, and I’ll keep busy being their 
unpaid farmhand. We’ll also be within a few hours of our son, 
daughter-in-law, and two grandchildren.

I’ll close by focusing on one of Stoddert’s core values: 
gratitude. I am deeply grateful for the support you’ve 

Don Bryant, Stoddert Principal 2013-2021.

provided Stoddert, and to me personally. I am also grateful 
for the enduring relationships and friendships that have been 
established during these last eight years.

With gratitude,
Don Bryant, Principal
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A few days ago, I saw my first firefly of the season. Fireflies, or 
lightening bugs as we called them when I was a child, are the 
harbingers of everything I love about summer. Long care-

free days, freshly grown vegetables, vacations, and bursts of color 
everywhere. 

I am partial to both cottage gardens and the neat rows of vegeta-
bles I see in my organic gardening books. I fantasize about surveying a 
gardening kingdom set on an acre+ of full sun as I sip a cup of tea from 
my wrap-around porch. 

But I live in Glover Park, and I love it here. So, I need to reconcile 
my garden fantasy with my partial shade, rowhouse domain. Despite 
nature’s challenges, I have succeeded in growing food and flowers for 
my family to enjoy. If you live in Glover Park, I am certain that you 
can, too. Here are a few of gardening success stories last year and my 
suggestion of three summer delights that you still have time to plant. 

Potatoes
Let me assure you that a simple, small, new potato can be a delicacy 
if you have grown it yourself. Late last March and early April, during 
the initial days of the pandemic when very few places were open, we 
decided to try our hand at gardening in our backyard. Massive trees 
mean a lot of shade, so we trimmed as much of our large tree as we 
could and carefully selected some areas that we thought would get the 
most sun, including the top of our garage. 

As the spring and the pandemic continued, I was inspired to 
grow potatoes. There were no seed potatoes available online but I 
did have weeks old, Trader Joe’s potatoes sprouting on my counter. 
Despite internet warnings not to try this at home, I did. In mid-May, 
I used 10 gallon grow bags, and filled them with about 10 inches of 
soil, the sprouting potatoes, and then another 6 inches or so of soil. 
As they grew, I covered them with more soil and repeated the process 
until reaching the top of the bag. I ignored them except for occasional 
watering. In the weeks between July 12 and July 21, my potatoes were 
ready to harvest. Each sprouted potato had multiplied, probably five-
fold at least. They were delicious! 

This year, I started earlier and ordered seed potatoes from a com-
pany in Maine. The difference in growth has been phenomenal, so I 
now understand why internet experts advocated for seed potatoes. For 
the moment, though, the jury is out on whether they will taste better. 
I also noticed that I still have two grow bags in the garden that I did 
not harvest completely last year. They also have potatoes, but they are 
much smaller. I will get to compare those two in July as well.

Green Beans and Yellow Wax Beans 
Beans grow fast in warm weather and harvest is approximately 65 days 
from planting day. I grew beans in a few different areas. First, I placed 
my City Pickers grow boxes on top of my garage. This is where I have 
the most sun, and despite not having a large area (the planters are 
approximately 2 feet wide and 3 feet long, the harvest was prolific. For 
reference’s sake, I planted these beans during the first half of May and 
they were ready to harvest by June 25. 

For my second area, I planted my beans in a small, raised bed in 
the backyard. This area has less sun, but during the peak of the sum-
mer, there was enough sunlight for the beans to grow. They grew well 
but the harvest was much more modest. But it was not because of less 
sun. No, a family of deer grew tired of the forest and discovered my 
yard—now a new restaurant for them. From June through August, it 

Nurturing Summer's Bounty
Emily Wander

frequented my yard at least every 2 weeks. Just when I saw enough new 
growth to feel hopeful, they would discourage me. I tried a motion-
activated sprinkler, fishing wire, and a few other techniques but with 
little success.  

Zinnias
What is summer without picking your own flowers?  Zinnias grow 
best from seed, and they grow fast. Within two months, you will have 
an endless supply of colors. Last year I used a left-over seed packet 
from 2018 of Cut and Come Again Zinnias by Botanical Interests. The 
colorful flowers were glorious from late July until frost. They attract 
butterflies, and are the blooms that keep on giving. Invest in a few 
packets and seed them anywhere you have sunlight.  I don’t remember 
the exact dates when I planted my first zinnia seeds (you can sow them 
continuously during the summer), but I can see from my photo time 
stamps that I picked my first zinnia on June 25 and my last one very 
close to the end of October.  

Gardening is a giant metaphor for life. We assess what we have 
and try and work with it. We put in a lot of sweat equity.  Sometimes it 
works out for us; other times, it does not. But we need to celebrate our 
beautiful wins and take pictures of them. 

In the end, those wins are what we remember. Go forth and 
garden!

A lovely harvest from the Wander garden and the  potato crop .
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Our Moms Made Us Start a Book Club
Peter McCluskey Jr. 

It’s true, our moms were the ones who suggested the book club dur-
ing the pandemic. But I think that it is more fun to read the same 
book with your friends, which is why book clubs are especially 

great for during Covid and the summer when we are not in school 
full-time. 

We had our first book club meeting in December of 2020. It was 
held in one of our member’s backyard that had a fire-pit for warmth. It 
was the first time we had planned a get-together for a “group” in a long 
time. Today, we still enjoy discussing books by a backyard fire-pit or 
on a comfortable front porch. You can even meet over Zoom for social 
distancing or during summer travel. The setting for our meetings was 
important so that we could be distanced but comfortable and still have 
a good discussion.  

We have a collective of 6 people, including me, and our book club 
consisted of boys ages 11–13. Several of the kids in my group are sib-
lings so this helped us to keep a close pod for safety. We select a book 
every meeting by voting and then allow 2–3 weeks for reading. At each 
meeting we discuss the book we chose, and we talk about sports and 
sometimes play football or share a meal.   

Finishing a book is not really a problem since any amount of the 
book read can contribute toward the discussion. In our book club, we 
discuss what we like about the book, what we dislike, and a little bit of 
trivia about the book. We keep it loose. Even if a kid doesn’t finish the 
book, any amount of reading is good and we can still discuss themes. 
Other ideas are discussing a favorite character, least favorite part, or 
alternative endings.  

If you want to start your own book club, here are some tips. You 
should meet about every 2 weeks so that everyone has enough time to 
read it. Bringing snacks is good as it keeps people content while they 
discuss the book. Finally, book club can be seen as a social thing. The 
book does not have to be the most important part. It is also good if you 
want to play with people that you have not seen in a long time, meet 
new people, and have a good time in a post-pandemic world. 
Some books we have read for those who are interested: Dragon Hoops 

by Gene Luen Yang is a true story about a high-school computer 
science teacher who follows around the school’s basketball team as 
they win the California state championship. Allies by Alan Gratz is an 
historical fiction novel that takes place before and during D-Day. 

If you would rather read solo, you can join a summer reading 
program at the DC Library by signing up online or in-person. Scho-
lastic.com also has a summer reading program. Many summer reading 
programs include prizes like free books or gift cards to restaurants, 
and trackers for summer reading minutes. Parents can check out tips 
for summer reading at the DC Library site or the Scholastic site. Every 
year my family participates in the DC Library program and we enjoy 
it. Plus, as the library is now open, you can check out as many books 
as you like!

The book club discusses Dragon Hoops and enjoys a treat.

https://www.dclibrary.org/summerchallenge
https://www.dclibrary.org/summerchallenge
https://www.dclibrary.org/summerchallenge
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/featured-shops/summer-reading-challenge.html?esp=SSO%2Fib%2F20210401%2F%2F%2F%2Fhero%2FcorpHP%2Fsummerreading-official%2F%2F%2F%2F%
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/featured-shops/summer-reading-challenge.html?esp=SSO%2Fib%2F20210401%2F%2F%2F%2Fhero%2FcorpHP%2Fsummerreading-official%2F%2F%2F%2F%
https://www.dclibrary.org/summerchallenge
https://shop.scholastic.com/parent-ecommerce/featured-shops/summer-reading-challenge.html?esp=SSO%2Fib%2F20210401%2F%2F%2F%2Fhero%2FcorpHP%2Fsummerreading-official%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F
mailto:https://osse.dc.gov/page/office-enrollment-residency-supporting-families-students%23enrollment?subject=
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Glover Park's mainstreet corridor offers a variety 
of culinary delights from casual fair to satisfy the 
whole family to exotic specialties.

Check individual websites for current menus 
and hours. All offer takeout; some offer pick-up 
with online or phone ordering. Many restaurants 
now offer indoor and outdoor dining at a limited 
capacity. 

Several establishments offer takeout or deliv-
ery of alcohol (beer, wine, spirits) with food. 

Enjoy the summer weather with a night out 
at one of our neighborhood establishments. 

Support Glover Park Dining!

Dine in, Takeout, and Delivery Options

Einstein Bros. Bagels
einsteinbros.com
202-448-9473

Social Beast
ghostlinedc.com
202-347-7893

Glover Park Grill
gloverparkgrill.com
202-625-5400

Laliguras Indian/
Nepalese*
laligurasdc.com
202-827-4904

Mogee Tee
mogeteeusa.com
202-333-2929

Old Europe
old-europe.com
202-333-7600

Point Chaud/
Lavazza
pointchaudcafe.com
202 758-2241

Rocklands Barbeque
& Grilling Co.
rocklands.com
202-333-2558

Slate/Xiquet
slatewinebar.com
xiquetdl.com
202-913-4671

Sprig and Sprout
sprigandsproutdc.com
202-333-2569

Sweetgreen
order.sweetgreen.com
202-333-4307

Subway
order.subway.com
202-337-1080

Sushi Keiko
sushikeiko.com
202-333-3986

Wingo’s
wingos.com
202-878-6576

*Temporarily Closed

All About Burgers
aaburger.com 
202-965-7777

Angelico’s
angelicopizzeria.com 
202-333-8350

Arcuri
arcuridc.com
202-827-8745

BreadSoda
breadsoda.com
202-333-7445

Chipotle Mexican Grill
chipotle.com
202-706-7508

Domino’s*
dominos.com
202-342-100

Dumplings and Beyond
places.singleplatform.com
202-338-3815

Eerkin’s
eerkins.com
202-333-3600

Dumplings and Beyond

http://einsteinbros.com
http://ghostlinedc.com
http://gloverparkgrill.com
http://laligurasdc.com
http://mogeteeusa.com
http://old-europe.com
http://pointchaudcafe.com
http://rocklands.com
http://xiquetdl.com
http://sprigandsproutdc.com
http://order.sweetgreen.com
http://order.subway.com
http://sushikeiko.com
http://wingos.com
https://aaburger.com/
http://angelicopizzeria.com
http://arcuridc.com
http://breadsoda.com
http://chipotle.com
http://dominos.com
http://places.singleplatform.com
http://eerkins.com
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Yes, we're open! Come in and browse, use a computer, or just hang 
out. Masks are still required to be worn for the duration of your visit; no 
eating, please. 

Summer Challenge is in full swing. Participants can win prizes just for 
reading a minimum of 20 minutes a day! Besides reading, there are 
virtual activities you can "attend" from the comfort of your own home. 
Click here to visit the website and find out more and register! Need 
help? Call your local branch or come in and ask.

Celebrate Pride Month with the Library with a variety of events—
movies, talks, and more. Check out this fun and free playlist on 
Freegal, one of our digital music resources. 

Branches around town will soon be offering a variety of outdoor 
programming for all ages. Visit each branch's page on our website to 
find out what the branch near you is doing. Start at dclibrary.org, then 
click on the Locations tab at the top of the page and select the branch.

Each spring I am always surprised when 
I first hear the twittering of Chimney 
Swifts high up above Glover Park. Have 

they been around for a few days or did they 
just arrive? It is the twittering of the swifts that 
cause me to look way up and, oh yeah, there 
they are.

Swifts are bat like, alternately rapidly flap-
ping, then gliding and making rapid changes 
in direction as they chase insect meals high in 
the sky. In fact, in the early morning or at dusk 
they share the sky with bats. You can see both 
over the field at the end of 39th Street. Unless 
you live in a high rise, you will only see their 
underside as they do not land on the ground 
or often fly low to the ground like barn swal-
lows. From below, they look like a cigar with 
swept back wings.

Anyway, both swifts and swallows chase 
tiny bugs. Barn swallows used to cast back and 

forth low across the field at the end of 39th 
Street, but I haven’t seen them there in a few 
years. The swifts are there, however, though 
one year they mostly failed to show. Swifts are 
stiff flyers and spend most of their lives in the 
air. They roost and nest in hollow trees and 
chimneys. They build nests attached to the 
sides of vertical surfaces. Their nests look like 
a bird’s nest cut in half and stuck to the side 
of walls. They don’t perch like other birds; in-
stead they cling vertically to the walls of wells, 
chimneys, and hollow trees. You will never see 
one perch in a tree. But look up anywhere in 
Glover Park and in no time at all you will see 
and hear them up above.  

And then, in the fall, all at once, they and 
their twittering chatter are gone. 

A really amazing sight, late in the day 
during migration, is to see hundreds or more 
circle in a cloud like a funnel, descending into 

Boids in the Nabe 

Chimney Swifts
Jack Everett

Chimney Swifts in action

Georgetown Public Library Is Now Open!

an apartment-building chimney, for example, 
at incredible speeds like water down a drain. 
The birds closest to the chimney seem to 
speed up as they enter to roost for the night.

This is the Chickadee nest that 
I removed from our bird abode 
(see page 6, May 2021 Gazette). 
The nest has a dog-hair soft 
center and grass.

The bird house is now oc-
cupied by a House Wren family.

Update on Jack's 
Bird House Rentals  Jack Everett

after the rain
bamboo shoots 
everywhere...
let's eat

    Edna Small

Open branches:
Anacostia, Bellevue, Benning, Capitol View, Chevy Chase, Cleveland 
Park, Deanwood, Francis Gregory, Georgetown, Mt. Pleasant, 
Palisades, Petworth, Northeast, Shepherd Park, Southeast, Southwest, 
Tenley-Friendship, Watha T. Daniel-Shaw, West End, Woodridge, and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library. 

https://www.dclibrary.org/summerchallenge
https://www.dclibrary.org/dcpride
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Chimney_Swift/sounds
https://www.dclibrary.org/georgetown


11

June 2021

Wednesdays, June 2, 9, 16 at 12:30 p.m.
African-American Artists, Part 4, with Chichi Lovett
Each session, Chichi will present the work of a different African American artist as the basis for a group 
discussion. To join the discussion, you will need to register at aroundtowndc.org for this class.

Wednesday, June 16, 11 a.m.
Guy Mason Virtual Reading Group
The book for the month of June is George Saunders’ Lincoln in the Bardo. Copies are available at the 
Georgetown Branch of the DC Public Library. To join the group, please contact jayanthi.sambasivan@
dc.gov.

Thursday, June 17, at 2–3:30 p.m.
The Heart of Democratic Citizenship? 
As part of the National Week of Conversation, the Interactivity Foundation will explore what it could mean to 
be a citizen in a self-governing society. This will be a collaborative conversation on Zoom. To learn more and 
register, please click on this link https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/are-you-ready-to-imagine-the-post-
pandemic-world/2021-03-25/

Thursday, June 24; July 1 and 8, 7–8:30 p.m.
What IF...? Conversations about Technology and Democracy 
The core question that the Interactivity Foundation will explore with participants is: How is technology 
enabling democracy and how is it hindering it? This discussion series is inspired by Dr. Jack Byrd’s writings 
on the topic. These will be shared shortly before each event. To learn more and register, use this link: 
https://www.eventbrite.com//e/what-if-conversations-about-technology-democracy-tickets-153697867459

Guy Mason Recreation Center

June–July Virtual Events
Marsha Goldberg

Scenes From May's Glover Park Art Walk
Jodie Ferrier

http://
http://aroundtowndc.org
mailto:jayanthi.sambasivan%40dc.gov?subject=
mailto:jayanthi.sambasivan%40dc.gov?subject=
https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/are-you-ready-to-imagine-the-post-pandemic-world/2021-03-25/
https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/are-you-ready-to-imagine-the-post-pandemic-world/2021-03-25/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/what-if-conversations-about-technology-democracy-tickets-153697867459
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Real Estate Watch 
Renovation Without Stress Maybe . . . 
Maggie Simpson

All you have to do is take a walk through the neighborhood and 
you see what’s happening here and nationwide: everyone seems 
to be renovating! Thankfully, the end results are usually worth 
the effort and the often-stressful process. But a little strategizing 
beforehand can work wonders and reduce the strain of living in 
your home while it’s under renovation. Once you’ve gotten the 
requisite permits and decided on a contractor, here are six tips to 
set yourself up for success: 
 
1. Make a plan with the neighbors. Let them know if your project 
is going to affect them with noise, a dug-up yard, or workers 
competing for their parking spaces. Tell them how long you expect 
the renovation to last and keep them apprised of any delays or 
days when things will be especially noisy. This will go far toward 
minimizing any complaints or bad feelings.  
 
2. Make room for furnishings and belongings that will need to be 
moved out of the area being renovated. If this is going to create 
a cluttered, hemmed-in feeling in your home, consider renting 
a storage unit and moving some of your belongings out of the 
house altogether. Many facilities offer discounts for the first month 
or so of storage and, even beyond that, rates are usually pretty 
reasonable. Just make sure that you don’t inadvertently store items 
that you’ll need if the renovation takes longer than planned. For 
things remaining in the house, anticipate lots of dust and make sure 
to protect them accordingly. 
 
3. Plan for your meals, given that the kitchen may be a mess and/
or household disruption may leave you too discombobulated to 
cook. Make and freeze lots of one-pot meals well in advance of the 
renovation, and call on a roster of friends to host you and your 
family for a weekly dinner. If you have lots of friends, you might 
find yourselves eating out most nights of the week! And, of course, 
plan on ordering out—choose restaurants with the healthiest 
menus and remember that take-out helps support local businesses. 

4. Carve out a space that can be your refuge. Whether it’s your 
bedroom or your kitchen, or even the upstairs bathroom, create a 
comfortable landing site for when you want privacy and relative 
quiet. Stock it with water or favorite drinks, a few snacks, and all 
the tech gear that you’ll want: earphones, phone charger, laptop, 
Kindle—whatever will allow you to take a break from the noise and 
disruption in the rest of the house. 
 
5. Before work begins, meet with your contractor to sketch out 
what will be happening in your home on a daily basis. Try to 
pin down what the routine will be—e.g., the workers will arrive 
at 8 a.m., break for lunch at noon, and depart by 4 p.m. – as well 
as the type of work to be undertaken day-by-day. For example, 
demolition of the existing kitchen cabinets and tile floor on day 

one; installation of wood flooring on days two and three, etc. This 
will help you set your own routine and maybe even anticipate what 
sort of noise and dust level you’ll be dealing with on any given day. 
 
6. Make an escape plan! Scout out nearby places where you can 
head when the drilling, hammering, and paint smells have gotten on 
your last nerve. A visit to the library or a walk in Glover Park will 
do wonders for your mood and help you cope with the upheaval at 
home. 
 
There’s a theme here: plan, plan, plan! 

Glover Park Sales of Single-Family Houses

Address Sold Price Date
     2310 39th St NW $1,075,000      4/30/21

     2216 Tunlaw Rd NW     $795,000         5/7/21

    2214 Tunlaw Rd NW     $860,000       5/10/21

    2447 39th St NW $1,250,000       5/10/21

    3830 Calvert St NW $1,122,000       5/19/21

    2411 Tunlaw Rd NW $1,049,000       5/21/21

    3762 Benton St NW $1,517,000       5/25/21

    2215 39th Pl NW $1,020,000       5/26/21

    2409 Tunlaw Rd NW $1,280,820       5/27/21

    3848 Calvert St NW $1,325,000       5/28/21
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How is the Market? 

Washington, DC is a city of 
more than one real estate  
market. And even in Glover Park, 
we see very different trends  
depending on the price point 
and whether the property is a 
house, condo or coop.

Call me any time for a  
market review, customized  
for your interests.

Erin Sobanski
Realtor® 

301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi  ce with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Thank You Gazette Advertisers!

Celebrate summer with BBQ!
Great for parties, meals for the lovely

fam, or, just because!
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

Call 202-333-2558

Your Hometown Barbeque
Since 1990!

2418 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.

https://rubinonicholsonreports.com/
https://www.compass.com/agents/erin-sobanski/
https://www.homesnap.com/Ariadne-Henry
https://rocklands.com
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16264


JUNE 19!

JUNE 19!

PorchFest Line-Up
4:00     Kick-off featuring Crush Funk Band, Stoddert Elementary School Porch

4:45     Zach Weingarten (original instrumental guitar music), 2204 Tunlaw

5:00     Wilson Barmeyer (80s diva hits in the style of Chris Stapleton), 39th and W

5:15     Zachary Mills (celtic), 39th and W

5:30     Kristin Cotts (folk), 39th and W

6:00     Friends & Family-Style All-Ages Hoedown (bluegrass-ish hootenanny, bring your kids), 39th and W

6:00     Mikel (DJ- club/house music), 3841 Calvert 

6:45     Hassan El-Tayyab from American Nomad (folk-americana that grooves), 39th and W

7:00     Elena de la Rosa Blanco (family friendly, children’s band and adult guitar and vocals), 2119 Huidekoper 

7:15     Eden King (multi-instrumental improv experimental mix), Venue TBD

7:30     Close Out: Crush Funk Brass Band (New Orleans-style brass with DC funk twist), 39th and W


