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What’s Next for Glover Park’s Commercial Area?

You may remember that last May, the 
ANC sponsored a panel discussion on 
the health of our commercial area that 

generated a lot of interest. Out of that meet-
ing grew the Glover Park Alliance, a group of 
residents and business owners who have been 
exploring options for our business area, and a 
plan to apply for Main Streets status. 

Main Streets Program
The DC Main Streets program is designed to 
revitalize traditional neighborhood business 
districts.and nearly twenty neighborhoods 
already have been awarded Main Street 
status by the Department of Small and 
Local Business Development. Ward 3 
Councilmember Mary Cheh has agreed to 
support our bid to become a Main Street 
by requesting the necessary funding in the 
FY2020 budget. 

If the funds are appropriated, the Glover 
Park Alliance will submit its application this 
summer and if the application is approved, 
our Main Street program will begin October 
1, 2019.

With our commercial area in transition, 
as happens periodically, this effort to support 
our local businesses couldn’t be happening at 
a better time. Being a Main Street will open 
up funding and opportunities for attracting 
new businesses, increasing patronage of our 
shops and restaurants, and solving identified 
problems such as where to park. 

The Main Street program will be run 
by a paid executor director whose job is to 
market local businesses, attract new ones, and 
generate activities to draw people to our com-
mercial area. Instead of one Glover Park Day 
a year, for example, the program will aim for a 
variety of well-publicized events to showcase 
our businesses. 

Our Main Street will also include a 
board of directors composed of business and 
building owners, community activists, and 
other residents. It would also set up several 

Jackie Blumenthal, Commissioner ANC3B-02

committees focused on specific goals. An-
other key aspect will be a highly visible social 
media presence aimed at advertising special 
offerings from our restaurants and shops.

In addition to fulfilling the requirements 
to apply for Main Street status, the Alliance 
is working to generate more interest among 
business and building owners.They will ben-
efit most from a vibrant Main Street program, 
so their engagement in the project is crucial.

The Alliance is planning public forums 
for late spring. These forums will present de-
tails about the Main Street program, answer 
questions, and involve more people. Until 
then, any business or building owner who 
would like more information or would like 
to get involved should contact me directly at 
jackieblumenthal@gmail.com.

Watch for announcements regarding 
how you can learn more and become an ac-
tive participant in strengthening the Glover 
Park commercial area. Right now, the best 
action you can take is to patronize our local 
shops and restaurants.

Latest on the Commercial Strip
Despite significant informational back-
and-forth and an extremely generous rent 
reduction from the landlord, we were still 
unable to convince Starbucks to remain in 

Glover Park. The store will close at the end of 
March. The decision was based on five-year 
performance numbers, and ours is one of 150 
Starbucks slated to close this year. 

The landlord and I have been brain-
storming on possible new tenants and she 
has reached out to a broad range of options 
focused on coffee places and restaurants. She 
does not want to have a vacant space, so she 
is actively seeking another tentant. 

Georgetown Carpet will be losing its 
lease sometime this year after more than 
thirty years in that spot. The new owner of 
the current one-story structure between 
Subway and Sweetgreen intends to develop 
the location. No word on plans yet, but I will 
reach out when I learn anything. The carpet 
store would like to stay in Glover Park.

Trader Joe’s is expected to open in the 
late summer. 

Also, I remain convinced that Whole 
Foods will be coming back, but likely not any 
time soon.

For more on the Alliance come 
to the next Glover Park Citizens'    
Association Meeting on March 5 at
 7 p.m. at the Glover Park 
Community Center at Stoddert.
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Gazette and/or would like to volunteer, contact Elaine Sullivan at elainesullivan10@gmail.com.
Responsible letters to the editor will be published as space allows.
What’s new in Glover Park? Check us out on both Facebook and Twitter!
Call us at: 202-379-4824.

Visit www.gpcadc.org to keep up with community news!

Join In • Make a Difference 
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!  
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!

Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s) 

Address

 

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007  
Make check payable to GPCA.
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President’s Report
Celebrate Spring’s Return & Lend a Hand
Karen Pataky

GPCA February 2019 Minutes 
Sally Everett

Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, February 5, 2019
GP Community Center at Stoddert

Police Report
    Glover Park Alliance, Jackie Blumenthal

Glover Park Community Fund Update
Treasurer's Report
Final Vote GPCA 2019 Budget Proposal
Membership Report
Secretary’s Report
Guy Mason Classes/Activities
Glover Park Day 2019
Election Committee
New Business

Check www.gpcadc.org and the 
Glover Park list serv for updates.

GPCA President Karen Pataky called the 
meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

Police Report. Sergeant B. Firehock pro-
vided statistics for the period from January 6 
to February 5, 2019 in 204 PSA and compared 
them with the same period in 2018. Violent 
crime was down from 3 to 2, with one report-
ed homicide and one assault with a dangerous 
weapon (excluding gun). Property crimes 
were up significantly, from 23 to 36. The larg-
est increases were in theft, which rose from 15 
to 19 and theft from auto, from 6 to 12. Stolen 
autos increased from 0 to 3, and burglaries 
remained the same at 2. Sgt. Firehock alerted 
residents that they should now call 311 for all 
nonemergency situations.

Palisades’ Initiative to Repurpose Old 
Hardy School. Nick Keenan, representative of 
Key Elementary and past president of the Pali-
sades Citizens’ Association, reported on the 
PCA’s efforts to return the old Hardy School 
building on Foxhall Road NW to public use as 
a public school. The building was leased on a 
temporary basis to a series of private schools 
three decades ago when DC public school 
enrollment decreased. Ward 3 schools are now 
experiencing overcrowding and the Deputy 
Mayor for Education has projected 25% 
student growth over the coming decade. The 
current lease for the old Hardy School expires 
in 2023 and the PCA is leading an effort to 
oppose renewal of the lease and return the 
school to use as a public school. 

A motion was made and seconded that 

the GPCA send a letter to the Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor for Education, Ward 3 School Board 
representative, and all members of the DC 
Council opposing the renewal of the lease 
on the old Hardy School site and expressing 
support for returning the site to public school 
use. Discussion points included the capacity 
of the old school building, options for its use, 
whether the DC Department of Education is 
in favor of returning the site to public school 
use, and whether the current tenant (The Lab 
School) will fight to renew the lease.

The question was called and the motion 
passed with 12 “yes” votes and one “no” vote. 

Remembering Dorothy Biondi. Marsha 
Goldberg reported Guy Mason will host a 
memorial event on April 26, 6-7p.m. to honor 
Dorothy’s many contributions to Guy Mason.

DC Law: Dogs Must Be Leashed. In light 
of a recent report about a serious attack on a 
leashed dog by an unleashed dog, President 
Pataky reminded those in attendance that 
the law requires that all dogs be leashed. 
Discussion about unleashed dogs on the 
Bryan Town Field (at the end of 39th and W 
Streets) included comments about the need 
for dogs to have space to play unleashed while 
closely monitored by responsible owners; use 
of the field by professional dog walkers who 
allow multiple dogs off leash; and the need 
for enforcement of the law. President Pataky 
will contact the Humane Rescue Alliance to 
discuss the issue. To report a dog bite or a sick 
or injured animal, call 202-576-6664. Cruelty 

reports can also be made anonymously via the 
same number. 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Maggie 
Simpson distributed a GPCA Statement of 
Financial Position as of 2/4/19 and noted that 
the operating account is down since the last 
report due to expenditures for the Gazette, 
office supplies, and the fulfillment of grants 
previously approved, such as new benches in 
the neighborhood. She reported that Glover 
Park Day, although delayed, still broke even.

GPCA Budget Proposal for 2019. 
The President and Treasurer introduced a 
proposed budget for GPCA for 2019. The 
budget is itemized to ensure that all recurrent 
items are included and to avoid last-minute 
demands for monies that should be identified 
and budgeted for in advance. The Treasurer 
pointed out that the proposed budget reflects 
total expenditures exceeding revenue, which 
would result in a draw down from reserves. 

During discussion, there was consensus 
that $500 will be allocated as an ongoing line 
item for the annual PTO/GPCA Holiday Party, 
and that barring adequate donations going 
forward, shortfalls might necessitate cutting 
back on some activities rather than fulfilling a 
request for increased funding. 

Other discussion topics included dues 
and annual luncheon expenses for the Federa-
tion of Citizens’ Associations, and printing 
costs for envelopes for membership dues, and 

Ah, spring returns to Glover Park. We 
will again enjoy walking, running, 
jogging, scooting, and bicycling 

around our neighborhood. We are so fortunate 
to be surrounded by swaths of Rock Creek 
Park and by two historic Victory Gardens. 

We are currently planning for Glover 
Park Day #30 to be celebrated June 1, 2019! 
And we welcome all who can volunteer to 
solicit businesses, crafters, and public-service 
agencies. We will need many volunteers on 
June 1, too. Particularly to help with set-up 
(from 8 a.m.) and clean-up (from late after-
noon until 6 p.m.). Please contact Pres. Pataky.

Also the GPCA has a serious need for 
Glover Park Gazette volunteers. These vol-
unteer opportunities are a great way to meet 

more of your neighbors and ensure that nine 
times a year the Gazette is delivered to every-
one in Glover Park. We need several substitute 
Gazette deliverers, which entails a monthly 
one-hour time commitment nine times a year. 

In addition, our devoted Gazette delivery 
coordinators (the Sullivans) are stepping down 
and looking for one or several neighbors to 
assume that key role. Time commitments 
are roughly five hours monthly to maintain 
distributor sheets, accept deliveries at Stoddert 
and package copies for each route, and email 
deliverers when the Gazette goes to the printer 
and is ready for pick-up. Please email Elaine 
Sullivan (elainesullivan10@gmail.com) for 
more details.

And a Happy Saint Patrick’s Day to all. 

Our restaurants and bars on Wisconsin Av-
enue are a grand place to celebrate, regardless 
of real or imagined Irish heritage. 

Continued on page 4
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ANC3B February Meeting
Melissa Lane

suggestions for additional methods to increase 
membership. 

The President and Treasurer will explore 
the possibility of reduced bank fees and will 
amend the proposed budget to reflect a change 
in the cost of tickets for the annual Federa-
tion luncheon. The revised budget will be 
presented for a vote at the March meeting.

Guy Mason Activities. Marsha Goldberg 
February activities, including movies, lunches, 
classes, and discussion groups. 

Membership Report. Membership Direc-
tor Allen Tomlinson reported that the GPCA 
currently has a total of 381 members, includ-
ing 254 households. 

Secretary’s Report. A motion was made 
and seconded and the January 2019 meeting 
minutes were accepted. 

Glover Park Day 2019. Planning is 
beginning for this year’s Glover Park Day. 
Interested volunteers should contact Karen 

Pataky. 
New Business. A question was raised 

about beautification for Glover Park’s com-
mercial strip. The president responded that 
next month’s meeting will include a presenta-
tion on a group interested in revitalizing the 
area. 

Next Meeting. The next meeting of the 
GPCA will be held on Tuesday, March 5.

President Pataky adjourned the meeting at 
8:29 p.m.

Police Report. Commissioner Turmail 
introduced new Second District Commander 
Duncan Bedlion who spoke of his priorities 
for 2D including a crime reduction plan 
being developed by 2D Captain Kelvin 
Cusick. Commander Bedlion also spoke 
about an uptick in thefts from autos. Since 
the beginning of the year, 22 thefts from autos 
offenses were reported in PSA 204, up from 
7 for the same period last year; 9 of those 
22 crimes were committed in Glover Park. 
Commissioner Turmail highlighted ANC3B 
concerns about speeding and traffic safety on 
the 4100 block of Cathedral Avenue as well 
as crime problems involving people who are 
homeless. Terry Snead, who was formerly 
homeless, asked the Commander what MPD 
does to help the homeless. Cmdr. Bedlion 
responded that MPD’s responsibility does not 
include homeless services but officers often do 
volunteer to help the homeless. Commissioner 
Turmail pointed out that MPD carries 
blankets to distribute to people sleeping 
outside on cold nights. 

DC Department of Aging and Com-
munity Living. Alice Thompson, Community 
Outreach Specialist, announced that the DC 
Office on Aging is now the DC Department of 
Aging and Community Living. She described 
a number of programs for seniors and persons 
with disabilities living in DC. The city’s Safe 
at Home program provides free home safety 

and security improvements for residents with 
income of less than $65,650 for an individual, 
$75,000 for a couple. Improvements such as 
better lighting, grab bars, handrails, bathtub 
cuts, shower seats, and chair lifts on stairs al-
low eligible seniors to continue living in their 
homes. She also said the city is planning to 
open a large new Senior Wellness Center in 
Ward 8 and noted that transportation will be 
necessary to help seniors make use of these 
centers at fixed locations around the city. The 
Commissioners also cited an ongoing pilot 
program in Wards 2 and 3 to develop “satel-
lite” senior wellness activities at rec centers 
and other locations close to where people live. 

Rock Creek Far West Livability Study. 
Theo Brown, Public Engagement Associ-
ates consultant on the study, spoke about the 
launch of a livability study for the area west of 
Massachusetts Avenue to the Potomac River 
and the state line including all of Glover Park 
but not Georgetown/Burleith. The livability 
study will focus on transportation safety im-
provements, as part of Mayor Bowser’s Vision 
Zero initiative. 

Three public meetings will be held 
between February and September to gather 
information from residents on their concerns. 
The first meeting will be scheduled on Febru-
ary 26, 6:30–8:30 p.m. at the Palisades Library 
Meeting Room. For more information, link to 
www.rockcreekfarwest.com.

Letter to the Mayor Bowser on ANC3B 
Budget Priorities. Commissioner Mladinov 
presented a draft letter to Mayor Bowser 
that outlines ANC3B’s priorities for the city’s 
FY2020 budget. 

These priorities include preserving and 
building more affordable housing options, 
providing more psychiatric beds and other 
services for the homeless in Ward 3, opening a 
hypothermia center west of Rock Creek Park, 
supporting health and wellness programs 
for Ward 3 seniors and food and nutrition 
programs for those in need, maintaining per-
pupil funding for schools and continuing to 
fund the Fillmore Arts Center programs used 
by Stoddert Elementary and other schools 
without facilities for arts programs in their 
schools, increasing funding for street main-
tenance and repair, supporting a Main Street 
grant for Glover Park, and improving public 
transportation options in 3B. 

The Commissioners voted unanimously 
to send the letter.

Designate ANC 3B Commissioner as 
Representative to March 11 Roundtable on 
Homelessness in Ward 3. The Commissioners 
voted to designate Commissioner Blumenthal 
as the ANC 3B representative to the round-
table discussion on Ward 3 homelessness 
being sponsored by Councilmembers Cheh 
and Nadeau. 

Ariadne knows that people are at the heart 
of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge 
of the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small office with the big reputation

(202) 965-8800

Continued from page 3

Love Glover Park Day?
Get Involved!

Volunteers Needed!
Contact: 

amanda.gant@gmail.com
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Dig This!  
Love Butterflies? Avoid “Butterfly Bush”! 
Stephanie Shain

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Butterflies have always been the darling 
of the bug world. Even bees, with all 
the recent attention they have (thank-

fully) gained, can’t rival the widespread love 
and fascination that butterflies enjoy from 
even the most ardent of bug-haters

So it makes sense that a plant called “but-
terfly bush” would be of keen interest to many 
gardeners. Making it even more irresistible is 
the fact that it’s easy to grow, spreads easily, 
and will attract butterflies when it flowers. 
What’s not to love, right? Plenty.

Big Problems 
One, butterfly bush is invasive, which means 
it crowds out beneficial plants that support a 
variety of other species at various life stages. 
A wide variety of butterfly bush species have 
been declared “invasive” and/or a “problem 
plant” by Virginia, Maryland and West 
Virginia and is included in the National 
Park Service list of “plant invaders” for the 
Mid-Atlantic region. Unfortunately, it is still 
widely for sale in garden centers. Even worse, 
it is too-often included as a plant to attract 
pollinators. Don’t be taken in by this clever 
marketing.

And, two, butterfly bush doesn’t support 

butterflies at a critical time: when they are 
caterpillars. Whenever I hear someone talk of 
the many butterflies on their butterfly bush, I 
can’t help but think “yeah, if I threw a ton of 
candy on the floor, there would be children 
all over it, but no one would ever advocate for 
candy as a primary diet!”

Better Options
What’s a butterfly-lover to do? Try any of the 
noninvasive plants below. Not only will they 
support butterflies in various life stages (egg, 
caterpillar, butterfly), they will also provide 
sustenance and shelter for untold other species 
and they won’t ruin your local park or forest 
by crowding out other plants. Wins all around!

You can never go wrong with echinacea, 
butterfly weed (AKA monarch flower), and 
swamp or common milkweed, but I’m always 
on the lookout for other options. Here are a 
few that are already doing well for me, and 
some still on my wish list.

For big bushes look no further than 
Ninebark (Physocarpus pulifolius), which can 
grow as tall as ten feet and be just as wide. It 
flowers in mostly white, although sometimes 
with a pinkish hue, with leaves turning yellow 
in the fall. Butterflies (along with birds and 

other pollinators) love it.
New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus) 

grows four feet tall at most, spreading about 
three feet at the outer edges. It smells amazing 
and loves hot, dry spaces. You’ll get butter-
flies and hummingbirds when this plant is 
flowering.

Goldenrod of all sorts will attract butter-
flies. No matter the level of sun or soil in your 
yard and garden, you can find a goldenrod 
that will thrive there. I love Gray Goldenrod 
(Solidago nemoralis), which runs about two 
feet high and is a reliable, strong flowering 
plant every year.

If you want something taller and eye-
catching, there is nothing better than Joe Pye 
Weed (Eupatorium purpureum). To say I’m 
in love with this plant is an understatement. 
Joe Pye is reliable and strong, and will tolerate 
painfully dry and hot weather along with more 
rain than you might want to see. Commonly 
reaching heights of six feet, it’s a great plant 
for places to which you want to draw attention 
(and butterflies).

For great plant lists, check out the Fish 
and Wildlife Service at www.fws.gov and 
search for “plant guide.” If you have a garden 
question, email me at GloverDigThis@gmail.
com.

www.rocklands.com

 

www.rocklands.com
Eat Your Barbeque!

Check out our daily beer and other 
specials during March Madness! 

Our large TV screens will
 broadcast all March Madness games!

2418 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

        EAT YOUR BARBEQUE

EIGHT BROTHERS
Home painting, interior-
exterior masonry work, 
home design and build

www.eightbrothers.com
202-669-4606
202-333-3099

Call CARLOS
240-328-4906

. Gutter Cleaning

. Leaf Removal

. Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping

. Seasonal Mulching & Weeding or Year-Round Care

. Interior & Exterior Painting

. Deck Painting
References available upon request
Also available in Maryland and Virginia

*  Free Estimates  * 
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The master butchers who once characterized 
what is now Glover Park were not the same 
as the people behind the supermarket 
meat counter today. A 19th century master 
butcher was an entrepreneur, with expertise 
in a great deal more than cuts of meat. He 
judged, selected, and negotiated the price 
of the livestock bought from drovers and 
dealers at annual markets; invested time and 
money fattening the animals for slaughter; 
and supervised the cutting, curing, and 
packing. At the retail end of his operation, 
he presided over his permanent stands in the 
municipal market houses of Georgetown and 
Washington. 

Collectively, the master butchers of upper 

Georgetown were remembered as the kings 
of the marketplace. “Homiller, Yeabower, 
and jolly Joe Weaver with white aprons, were 
punctual in attendance with home-killed beef, 
lamb, and pork, at Western Market during the 
Civil War.” (Journal of the Columbia Histori-
cal Society, 29-30:283)

In its heyday, butchering was a family 
business; a master butcher’s son learned the 
trade at his father’s side, and it was not un-
common for him to marry another butcher’s 
daughter (who was likely to have grown up in 
the house next door). 

If he found the field too crowded with 
brothers and cousins, a butcher’s son might 
enter into an allied trade: the advantages 
to having a livestock broker in the family 

were obvious. Collectively, the intermarried 
master butchers and allied trades formed a 
syndicate, with cooperation ensured by family 
connection.

 Of course, not everyone was born in 
the trade. Below the master were the journey-
men, who were hired by the day (“journée”, 
i.e. “day” in French). If a journeyman had a 
family, he could expect to be the master’s ten-
ant until the day when he might move on and 
set up business for himself in another town. If, 
on the other hand, the journeyman was single 
and showed sufficient promise, he could aspire 
to marry the master’s daughter, and thereby 
join the syndicate of master butchers.

For more information, go to
 gloverparkhistory.com.

Our adult, fully integrated pre-frontal 
cortex is truly one of the most         
underused parenting tools. It’s a 

shame, too, because it’s one tool we have that 
our kids do not have (pre-frontal cortexes are 
fully developed in women by the age of 25 and 
men by 28). We can’t wait around for those 
kids to get it together! Let’s see what the pre-
frontal cortex can do in action.

Differentiate among conflicting 
thoughts. I really want to shriek at my four-
year old, “Seriously, put your shoes on, it’s not 
that hard.” I also want to act encouragingly, 
and I suspect simply escorting the four-year 
old to the shoes is going to be more effective 
than the shrieking.

Determine good and bad, better and 
best. Getting up at 7 a.m., 15 minutes before 
everyone else is good. Getting up at 7:30 a.m., 
15 minutes after everyone else is bad. Getting 
up 30 minutes before everyone else and hav-
ing my coffee and doing 10 minutes of yoga 
stretches is best.

Determine future consequences of 
current activities. If I nag, nag, and nag, my 
child will only do things when I continue to 
nag. When I stop talking and instructing, I 
see what the child actually does and can start 
working toward improvement.

Work toward a defined goal. I would 
like our family to get up, have each person 
take responsibility for themselves, and leave 

the house with maximum of goodwill and 
minimum of tension. This week I will wake 
up 15 minutes before everyone and have my 
coffee. In two weeks I will wake up 20 minutes 
before everyone and have my coffee and do 10 
minutes of yoga stretches. In 3 weeks, we will 
begin training on laying out clothes, etc. In a 
couple months, our defined goal of leaving the 
house on time, having each person respon-
sible for themselves, and enjoying maximum 
good will is happening! (Not every day, of 
course, because family is family, and we are 
not magical!)

Predict outcomes. I can predict my two-
year old can’t tolerate the grocery store after 
daycare. I can predict that I am not a good 
“trainer” first thing in the morning when I 
am groggy. I can predict that my tardy spouse 
will be tardy to the soccer game. I can predict 
that the my teen will roll his eyes at the curfew 
time. 

When we have realistic expectations, we 
aren’t continually disappointed by reality. Our 
pre-frontal cortexes can do amazing things. 
When we activate them and realize we have so 
much more self-control than we give ourselves 
credit for, it opens up so many new, exciting, 
and effective parenting strategies.

Sign up for the weekly Nifty Tip and/or 
check out my event page at www.paigetrevor.
com/events or email me at paigetrevor@mac.
com to see upcoming events. 

    to a tea bowl

my hands enclose you

raise you to my lips ---

the taste of life

 Edna Small

WHEN: Saturday, April 27, 2019
7 p.m.–11 p.m.

WHERE: Town Hall 
2340 Wisconsin Ave 

Tickets and information:
 www.stoddert.org

If you can't make it, please consider
 purchasing a "Can't Make It" ticket. 

Glover Park History  
Family Business 
Carlton Fletcher

Parenting in the Park  
Pre-Frontal Cortex 
Paige Trevor
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REAL ESTATE WATCH

Maggie Simpson, Realtor
MaggieSimpson@LNF.com 
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Long and Foster
Christie’s International RE
Licensed in DC, MD and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 362-1300

We’re just a few weeks away from the spring housing 
market being in full swing. What will buyers and sellers 
be facing? 

Experts agree that the market is softening a bit, making things 
somewhat easier for buyers. But we will NOT have a full-on 
buyer’s market … at least, not by springtime. This spring, 
buyers and sellers will likely see fewer bidding wars, slower 
price growth and less competition.  Sellers will still have a fair 
amount of leverage, depending on the particular location of 
their property. Here in Glover Park, and in Burleith, inventory 
remains so low that sellers still have the upper hand. But while 
demand will be high, buyers will be sensitive to seemingly mi-
nor differences in pricing. If you are thinking of buying or sell-
ing a home this spring, you should keep these things in mind:

1. Prices won’t be surging. The last few years have seen 
huge jumps in home prices, especially during the busy spring 
buying season. This year price growth is likely to slow down a 
bit in most markets. We may see higher prices at the height of 
the spring season, but they’re unlikely to be drastically higher 
than those seen at the end of 2018.

2. Year-over-year inventory has improved. The benchmark 
for a balanced supply of homes for sale is six months’ worth 
of inventory, a level that the DC-area has been well below 
for years. However, it appears that buyers will have more to 
choose from this spring. The supply of homes for sale in the 
city has been rising for the last six months, notably increasing 
year-over-year in December (+20%) and January (+28%). If 
that keeps up, the extreme competition buyers have faced in 
recent years will likely ease.

3. There will be fewer bidding wars. The days of sight-
unseen offers and heated bidding wars are mostly over. Except 
for a few hotter markets, most buyers will enjoy a somewhat 
slower-paced market and a little more leverage than in years 
past. 

4. Sellers might have to make some concessions. One of 
the most important and least known metrics in housing is con-
tract ratio, a critical indicator of housing demand. Contract 
ratio compares the total number of homes under contract

 
in a given period to the overall number of active listings. For 
the last three years, this ratio in DC has regularly hovered above 
1.0, meaning that active listings are receiving at least one con-
tract. However for the last several months, the contract ratio 
has been dropping on an annual basis each month and hasn’t 
been above 1.0 since May 2018. In short, this means that the 
market is getting less competitive. 

5. This is not a downturn. While market conditions are 
shifting, the shift is subtle. Short of a shock to the economy, 
there will not be a downturn in the real estate market. Interest 
rates are not at all-time lows, but they are at their lowest level 
in a year. Long-term rates reported by Freddie Mac recently 
came in at 4.37 percent, after approaching 5 percent a couple 
months ago. This means that housing remains reasonably af-
fordable and these low rates will continue to stoke demand, 
getting more buyers off the sidelines this spring. 

If you’re considering buying or selling this year, get in 
touch today for personalized advice and guidance. For 
a full-on consultation, or just a quick conversation, give 
me a call! (202) 465-2062

The Spring Market 



March 8, Friday Free For All. 11 a.m. Scrabble; 12 p.m. Lunch with 
friends and neighbors; and 1 p.m. Film, Cameraperson. 

March 15, Author Talk 7–9 p.m. Author Jenny Masur will discuss her 
new book Heroes of the Underground Railroad Around Washington, 
DC, followed by a book signing and light refreshments.

March 22, Friday Free for All. 11 a.m. Scrabble; 12 p.m. Lunch with 
friends and neighbors; and 1 p.m. Film, Unsung Heroes: the History of 
Women in the U.S. Armed Forces.  

Classes and Discussion Groups
Wednesday, March 20, 11 a.m.–12 p.m., The Reading Club will discuss 
Mothering Sunday by Graham Swift. 

First and Third Wednesday 4-5:30 p.m., The DC Public Library at 
Your Finger Tips. Wendell Keller explains how to access information. 

Mondays, 6 p.m., English as a Second Language with Abigail 
Bruhlmann.

Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m., Functional Movement with Gyrokinesis, 
taught by Nina Dunham. 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays, 11 a.m.–12 p.m., French 
Conversation with Maurice Schiff.

Thursdays, 7 p.m., Yoga for Seniors. A fitness program providing 
relaxation with flexibility work, gentle movement, breathing exercises, 
and meditation.

GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment 

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com
202.333.8128

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am

The kitchen is always open!

your purchase of reg. 
priced items*

your regular-priced 
purchase of $30+
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your regular-priced 
purchase of $40+

your regular-priced 
purchase of $50+

Expires 4/30/19 Expires 4/30/19 Expires 4/30/19

Guy Mason Recreation Center
March Free Events & Classes 
3600 Calvert Street, NW — 202 727-7527


