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Cautious Optimism on the Avenue
Randy Rieland

A

little more than a year ago, the Glover
Park Main Street (GPMS) program
was gearing up to begin revitalizing
the neighborhood’s commercial strip. Newly
hired Executive Director Kate Dean talked of
working with local businesses to spruce up
storefronts and the need to create “a visual
impact so when people are driving by on
Wisconsin, they can see something’s going
on here.”
Then came Covid. For months, not
much at all was going on there. Instead of
providing money to help beautify businesses,
the GPMS, a public-private partnership,
shifted its funding to help Glover Park’s businesses survive.
Today, Covid remains, but the rise in
vaccinations has made it seem less ominous
and all-encompassing. So—albeit, slowly—
plans to reinvigorate the Wisconsin Avenue
strip have started to gain traction again.

Projects Back on the Table

“I think there are a lot of good things
happening. It’s just that we’re moving in slow
motion right now,” said Rocklands owner
John Snedden, who’s on the GPMS Board of
Directors. “But I am optimistic.”
He pointed to projects to dress up the
gateway to the commercial strip at Calvert
and Wisconsin and to add streetlight banners
promoting the neighborhood. They’re in the
early stages, still without budgets or schedules
because the DC government’s primary focus
remains on keeping people safe. But at least
they’re back on the table.
“The idea is to give the strip a more
unified look, and give a hand to people who
haven’t paid a lot of attention to that,” Snedden said. “Sometimes people get focused on
their inside four walls, and not so much on
the outside.”
He added that coordinating cosmetic
improvements can bring not only more
vibrancy but also a greater sense of identity to

John Snedden, owner of Rocklands and a member of the GP Main Street Board of Directors.

the community.

Commercial Reboot

Snedden acknowledged that it likely will
take a while for neighborhood businesses
to recover. He estimates that many are now
taking in 50 to 70 percent of their typical
revenue—a clear improvement from the early
days of the pandemic, but hardly a recipe for
success.
He pointed out that the catering business at Rocklands—which accounts for about
30 percent of its revenue—has all but disappeared. “No business lunches, no birthday
parties, no weddings,” he said. “But we’re
hanging in there. We’re very fortunate to have
a lot of community support.”
He also feels fortunate that his restaurant, a neighborhood fixture for more than
thirty years, is not in downtown DC. Restaurants there face the prospect of a shrinking
customer base as people spend less time
working in offices.

But he thinks even neighborhood
restaurants will need to make an extra effort
to encourage people to revive old dining
routines. “We need to be aware of changes in
people’s habits,” he said. “Businesses are going
to have to be innovative and give people more
than they expect.”
They also will need to be safe, Snedden added. “If our workers get sick, it’s very
problematic,” he said. “And customers need
to see and feel that a place is safe when they
walk into a restaurant.”
Snedden is hopeful, though, that the
city—and the neighborhood—are turning the
corner. He also believes that the reopening of
Whole Foods this summer or fall should give
the strip a big boost.
“No question that this has been an adverse time for our industry,” he said. “We’re
going to make it through this, but we’re really
looking forward to the day when we can
return our dining room to a semblance of
what it was.”
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President’s Report

Vaccine and Spring's Mixed Blessings
Karen Pataky

W

e hope everyone enjoyed a warm
and safe and sweet Valentine’s Day.
And we hope many eligible Glover
Parkers have been able to receive their Covid
vaccine shots.

Vaccine Rollout

Confusion reigned in the initial days, vaccine
and appointments are becoming more
available as additional distribution points
are opened up and sign-up processes are
simplified.
There are reports of uncomfortable
side effects from the second dose of both the
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines: sweats, chills,
fever, aches, fatigue, etc. But these side effects
typically last only 24 to 36 hours and are an
indication of your immune system’s response.
Health care providers recommend taking
acetaminophen (trade name, Tylenol) when
symptoms arise (not before) because it is
generally effective and safe.
Data collected so far also indicate that
these post immunization symptoms are more
common with younger people, who have
stronger and more reactive immune systems.
Medical experts encourage those who are
eligible to not let fear of side effects dissuade
anyone from accepting vaccination to Covid
19. The virus is still spreading and remains
potentially deadly to millions of us.

Spring’s Mixed Blessings

Glover Park gardeners are grateful for

February’s much needed snows and rain of the
past few weeks. The Farmer’s Almanac predicts
that the snows and rain will persist into midMarch. By Saint Patrick’s Day, pleasant and
sunny weather will return, and gardens will
be in bloom all throughout the neighborhood.
We are already eager to be out and about.
Unfortunately, milder weather has
brought us the return of rabbits. Sophia Henry
reported that several rabbits gobbled up her
row of freshly planted white pansies—the very
same day they were planted.
Mrs. Henry, like most of us, would not
put poison in her flower beds. So, she phoned
City Wildlife, which is responsible for the
rescue of injured or ailing wildlife, to enquire
about trapping and removing the rabbits. City
Wildlife reported rabbits are too intelligent to
enter baited traps, so we are on our own. My
dog, Willie, does a good job chasing rabbits in
my yard but the Henry yard is two doors away.
So, we wish one and all a Happy St Patrick’s Day. Our Wisconsin Avenue restaurants
are ready to provide food and drink and good
cheer in honor of Saint Patrick via delivery,
and curbside pickup. Some restaurants, such
as Old Europe, are reopening with proper
social distancing and mask mandates.

GPCA Election

In closing, it’s Election Time for the Glover
Park Citizens’ Association officers. We will be
announcing the 2021–22 slate of officers at
the March 2 GPCA meeting. But we are still

GPCA Meeting
March 2, 7 p.m.
via Zoom
Agenda

Glover Park Historian:
Carlton Fletcher
Georgetown Public Library Manager:
Linda Jones
Glover Park Greens: Holly Pollinger
Guy Mason Activities: Marsha
Goldberg
Treasurer’s Report: Maggie Simpson
Membership Report:
Allen Tomlinson
Secretary’s Report: Andrea Cuba
Election of GPCA Officers, Proposed
Slate: Karen Pataky
Other Nominations
Check gpcadc.org and the Glover
Park listserv for agenda updates.

in search of a new Treasurer, so please let me
know who might be a willing candidate.

GPCA February 2021 Minutes
Andrea Cuba

GPCA President Karen Pataky called the
meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
Police Report. Captain Brady reported
that crime was down 37% in all categories
for the month of January. One crime pattern
that is affecting Glover Park, he noted, is air
bag theft, with five taking place in January,
particularly from Hondas. Captain Brady
urged residents not to leave valuables visible
and to make sure their car doors are locked.
More than half of the thefts were from cars
left unlocked. He also warned that the police
are seeing “jump-ins” citywide, including in
nearby Georgetown and Dupont. A jump-in
occurs when a driver leaves a car running and
someone jumps in and steals it. Often these
cars are then used to commit other crimes.

DC Federation of Citizens Associations.
President Phil Thomas gave a brief history of
the organization and its recent restructure.
The Federation was incorporated in 1940. It
is the coordinating body for resident interests
and is committed to bringing the voice of the
District taxpayers to policy discussions. A
separate group, the DC Federation of Civic
Associations, provides a forum for the expression and interchange of informed opinion
with the purpose of securing and taking effective united action.
The two groups are at present in negotiations to merge. Thomas said that a common
organization would have three goals going
forward: 1. Merge the civic and citizens associations under one umbrella; 2. Create more

exposure for that organization; and 3. Build
up participation by recruiting new members
and holding engaging and relevant meetings.
A name for the new organization has yet to be
determined.
Glover Park Main Street. Executive Director, Kate Dean gave an update on the past
and future work of Glover Park Main Street. In
FY20, Glover Park Main Street had hoped to
fund various streetscape projects. These plans
had to be shelved due to Covid-19, and the
money converted to direct and technical assistance grants. By the end of FY20, Glover Park
Main Street had provided grants of $71,700
directly into the hands of 70+ businesses and
funded 27 discreet projects. FY21 is likely
Continued on page 4
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to be more of the same, which is similar to
what is happening for Main Streets programs
around the city.
Since the start of the new year, Glover
Park Main Street has already funded six
projects and will be doing a few smaller-scale
streetscape projects. One project includes
improving the appearance of the Calvert and
Wisconsin gateway, as well as adding some
streetlight banners along the corridor. This
project will be headed by John Snedden, the
owner of Rocklands.
Kate also stressed that Glover Park
has many reasons to remain positive, as its
businesses have not been hit as hard as other
neighborhoods and multiple construction
projects will be wrapping up soon, including
the reopening of Whole Foods in late spring/
early summer.
Humane Rescue Alliance Adoptions.
Kimberley Bailey, Director of Major Gifts of
the Alliance, said that although adoptions
are happening, the shelter still has animals in
need of a home. Covid has forced the Alliance
to adjust and set up a virtual pet pantry and
telemedicine program. They’ve also recently
transitioned from a standard to virtual adoption process. To provide more aid, they asked
the foster community to help increase the
number of foster families. Since that effort,
2,500 people have signed up to foster pets.
This increase, in turn, opens space in
the shelter for more animals from shelters
elsewhere. Nationwide, shelters have been
overwhelmed by disasters and need help
until they can reunite pets with their families.
Kimberley also noted that the Alliance has

started monthly adoption events at the M St.
location and hosts virtual events for children
and individuals interested in animals. The
in-person events have led to roughly 3,200
animals finding new homes.
Glover Park Village Green. Holly
Pollinger talked about recent national and
local happenings related to the environment.
She noted that DC is doing good work and is
known nationally as a leader for getting environmental projects going. Just this past year
the District has planted 8,400 trees—many in
Glover Park.
Additionally, there has been a 300%
increase in the Adopt a Block program, which
encourages small groups of residents to clean
up and maintain their portion of neighborhoods. The District has also just joined 17
other cities in the Students Reinventing Cities
program. This program encourages students to
look at parts of their cities and come up with
fresh ideas to lower carbon and make the city
more walkable and environmentally friendly.
For DC, Mayor Bowser has asked the
students to focus on New York Ave NE. Holly
also noted that DC has a Green Bank that
started in 2018. The bank loans money to
environmental projects. One example is a
multifamily apartment building that received
$625,000 to add solar power. In addition, the
District has allocated $51 million dollars for
tree planting and $57 million dollars to clean
up the Anacostia River.
If you are interested in learning more
about Glover Park Village Green or climate change in general, you can contact
Holly directly at 202-997-4468 or via email at
holpollinger@comcast.net

Guy Mason Activities. Marsha Goldberg
announced that there are multiple events
being held throughout the month of February. These virtual events include a series on
African-American Artists, Films and Conversation, and Discussions about Democracy. You
can register and view these events at aroundtowndc.org.
Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Maggie Simpson provided a brief update, noting
that Accounts Receivable continues to have
a balance due and the Association has a cash
balance of roughly fifteen thousand dollars.
Membership Report. Membership Director Allen Tomlinson reported that there are
currently 318 members from 214 households.
Efforts to re-engage lapsed members continue.
Allen can be reached at membership@gpcadc.
org.
Secretary’s Report. A motion to accept
the January 2021 minutes was made and
passed.
Annual Election of GPCA Officers.
President Pataky has reached her term limit
and will begin a search for a new president by
chairing an election committee. All other officers have agreed to continue in their current
roles.
New Business. A request was made to
send invitations to future GPCA meetings via
email.
Next Meeting. The next GPCA meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 2.
Adjournment. Upon appropriate motion
and second, President Karen Pataky adjourned
the meeting at 8:10 p.m.

Babes in the Nabe
Lisa McCluskey

Grant Thompson was born May 15, 2020
to Janie and Tyler Thompson. Big sisters
Evie and May are happy to have him
home on W Street.
Alexander was born October 20, 2020 to
dads Josh and Gabe of W Street.
Baker Benjamin Kuchinski, born February 5 to Leigh and Adam Kuchinski and
their dog Wilson of Hall Place.
Simon Herland-Miller was born on
February 9 to parents Camille and David
of Huidekoper Place.

Glover Park Gazette
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ANC3B News

February Meeting Report
Melissa Lane

Police Report. Captain Brian Bray noted that
crime in the ANC 3B area is low. Between
January 12 and February 11, the area only
had 9 property crimes and no violent crimes.
In comparison, for the same period last year,
21 property crimes were reported; overall
crime in the city is down 30 percent from
the same time last year. Throughout the city,
car-jackings have become a chronic problem,
reflecting a nationwide trend. In response,
MPD Chief Robert Contee has established a
special task force to address the issue. Task
force members will be working collaboratively
with their state and local partners sharing
intelligence through a central data base.
Another auto-related crime, cutting out and
stealing airbags, has also been reported in the
local area.
Zoning Request from 3824 Beecher
Street Homeowner. Jarrett Ferrier needs a
special zoning exception for a rear deck addition, to build closer than 20 feet from the alley.
He shared the drawings of the plan and letters
of support from his neighbors. The ANC
voted to submit a letter to BZA to support Jarrett’s application.
Presentation of Ghostline DC request
to allow live music on rear patio at 2340
Wisconsin Avenue. Tracy Wilson observed
how many jazz venues in DC have closed during the COVID-19 pandemic and presented
Ghostline’s proposal to help preserve live
jazz by hosting occasional live jazz in their
courtyard, with the idea of starting a series of
performances once the coronavirus is over.
They plan one weekend night a week to start.
She proposed hours no later than 11 p.m. on
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays and
midnight on Fridays and Saturdays. Working
with a sound engineer, they did a successful
pilot performance in September. Tracy has
been in contact with some nearby neighbors
who are supportive but would like an agreement in writing. Commissioner Blumenthal
said that other neighbors living in the Sheffield
have concerns and Tracy committed to be in
touch with them. To offer live music, Ghostline
needs to get an Entertainment Endorsement
from ABRA and amend the Settlement Agreement that was negotiated by a previous owner
and ANC 3B in 2008 prohibiting live music
outside. An amendment to the Agreement
could set conditions on live music performances, such as hours, frequency, and sound
levels. The ANC opened a comment period
and plans to vote at the March meeting on
whether or not to amend the Agreement.

Vote to Withdraw Protest of Good Guys’
Plan to Expand Operations into second floor
at 2311 Wisconsin. Good Guys has withdrawn its application to expand into its second
floor and the ABC Board has approved the
withdrawal. ANC3B passed a resolution to
withdraw its protest of the expansion.
Letter to DDOT reiterating support for
traffic signal installed at Fulton Street and
Wisconsin Avenue. Commissioner Blumenthal explained that ANC 3B has been long
concerned about dangerous conditions at
the Fulton and Wisconsin intersection, for
pedestrians, vehicles turning left from Wisconsin, or vehicles coming out of Fulton into
the intersection. After residents’ requests in
DDOT’s 2019 Livability Study, DDOT evaluated the intersection and determined that
installing a traffic signal was the most effective
solution. They sent out a Notice of Intent
(NOI) to ANC 3B and 3C last summer and 3B
approved a letter to DDOT in July supporting
the installation of a signal. The ANC 3C Commissioner whose district includes the east side
of Wisconsin at Fulton did not get the NOI
and was not aware of DDOT’s plan for a signal
until the instillation was nearly completed in
December. A number of her constituents are
concerned that the signal will increase cutthrough traffic on Fulton between Wisconsin
and Massachusetts and have been in touch
with DDOT about their concerns. ANC 3B
voted to approve a second letter to DDOT reaffirming support for activating the signal and
expressing continuing concerns for pedestrian
and vehicular safety at that intersection.
Letter to DDOT about updating DC
Long-Range Transportation Plan “MoveDC
2021.” Commissioner Mladinov presented
ANC 3B’s proposed letter to DDOT about
updating the long-range transportation plan.
The plan is intended to provide for transportation out 25 years and was last updated in 2014.
For those who would like to have input to the
plan, a survey is available online by searching
“DDOT MoveDC 2021.” The letter presents a
series of recommendations including ensuring that the plans look holistically at how all
forms of transportation work together to meet
people’s needs; improving public outreach
to get input from a wider range of people,
including those who may not have access to
online surveys; giving more proportionate attention to pedestrians and also motor vehicles,
supporting return to public transit to at least
pre-COVID levels for the longer term including bus service to residential neighborhoods

such as Glover Park that rely on buses as their
only public transportation, and monitoring
changing transportation demand so the District’s plans can adjust to evolving needs. The
Commission voted to approve the letter.
Letter to DDOT about bicycle and corridor planning for mobility and safety improvements in ANC 3B. Commissioners Turmail
presented a third proposed letter to DDOT
requesting that the agency undertake the
promised study of overall mobility and safety
needs for all forms of transportation on the
New Mexico, Tunlaw and 37th Street corridor
before recommending specific improvements
to bicycle infrastructure on that route. Information the letter suggests would be needed
for planning decisions includes current and
expected travel volumes, approaches for resolving specific “hot spots” for vehicle crashes
and pedestrian and other injuries, location
of bus routes and bus stops, and other space
requirements for the transportation system to
be able to serve people and goods movements
in the local area. DDOT Bike Specialists had
presented two alternatives at the January ANC
3B meeting: two separated one-way bike lanes
or a single two-way protected bike lane (“cycle
track”) between Nebraska Avenue and Reservoir Road on New Mexico Ave, Tunlaw Road
and 37th Street. In the January discussion, the
DDOT representatives discussed one potential
impact of the two proposals-loss of all the
on-street parking spaces on Tunlaw and 37th
Street south of Calvert Street. But they had not
assessed what implications their two proposals
might have for the bus services on that corridor, or deliveries, service vehicles, Mobility
Access or ride-hailing services. The Commissioners asked DDOT to look more holistically at the corridor and put together fuller
information that can allow DDOT planners
and the community to consider options for
improving bicycle facilities while also serving
mobility and safety needs, including for people
walking, driving, using public transportation,
and receiving deliveries. The Commission
voted to send the letter and continue to work
with DDOT to meet those key goals.
Presentation by Community Prosecutors
from U.S. Attorney’s Office for District of Columbia. Doug Klein, Community Prosecutor
for MPD 2nd District, 202 660 2150, Douglas.
klein@usdoj.gov) and Anita LaRue (Community Prosecutor for MPD 3rd District; Anita.
larue@usdoj.gov) discussed the work of the
U.S. Attorney’s Office and their own roles and
Continued on page 6
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Glover Park History

Unusual Houses
Carlton Fletcher

T

he modernist house at 3718 Calvert Street was designed by
Charles E. Dillon and Joseph H. Abel, who were among the first
architects in Washington to adopt the International Style. It was
built in 1939 by Elias Gelman, of Gelman Construction Company, for
his daughter Elizabeth and her husband, Maurice J. Kossow. In 2009,
when Mrs. Kossow died, she had lived there for almost seventy years.
The house at 2424 37th Street was built in 1933 for Graham C.
Lytle, who worked at Federal Power Commission and the Tennessee
Valley Authority, and later became a Georgetown real estate broker.
Lytle explained that he was looking for “the amenities of an apartment
without the noise and disruptions that come along with sharing a
building with other tenants,” and that he was trying to “translate apartment size and efficiency into an independent unit within its own four
walls.” With only two rooms, each measuring 285 sq. ft., it is a strong
contender for the smallest house in the District of Columbia.
For more information, go to Glover Park As Advertised.

3718 Calvert Street.

2424 37th Street.

On Further Reflection

Measuring the Media
Brian Michael Smith

It is a commonplace to say that we live in a media-saturated world.
What is less commonly known, or at least less noted, is one of the root
meanings of media: the middle. In an age of extremes, the middle will
always be suspect. Mushy middle, muddled middle, mealy-mouthed
middle, middle of the road—the political slurs are legion. Indeed,
media and middle share an etymology with mediocre.
By most metrics, mass media as commonly understood is not
known for staking out the middle ground. As it turns out, media and
mode have a common linguistic ancestor, as does that poor beleaguered relation of the middle: moderation. To be a moderate is to lack
passion and principles, and when it leads to accommodating criminality or injustice, it is rightly condemned.
At its root moderation is a mode of action that takes account
of the full range of media in our lives. Anyway, it would’ve sounded
strange and rather boring if Marshall McLuhan had said, “the middle is
the message” or “moderation is the message.” The point was that media,
in all its forms, consists of vital tools and technologies, vehicles for
information, and modes of communication that function as extensions
of ourselves.
In other words, our very being as humans is structured by and
through media. Yet McLuhan quite prophetically notes that without
the intervening agency of a mind open to other publically available
points of view, it is inevitable that like Narcissus we will lose our mental balance and “become what we behold.” That is, we become not just
extensions, but mirror images of ourselves alone.

This is especially true for a deeply personal technology like social
media. When our most noble and inhumane modes of being are immediately and simultaneously on display for all to see, it is no wonder
that humanity should find itself in a state of chronic mania. We have
become in some ways overextended—in dire need of healthy outlets to
relieve the acute distress of a sick society.
In medicine, yet another variation on the etymological theme, experience suggests that even when we know the remedy, we often refuse
the means. Good information, as we know, does not always counter the
bad nor lead to good actions. Who decides what is good and bad, true
and false? We must continually re-mediate such questions however we
situate ourselves in terms of morality, and modernity.
In any case, the lack of a perfectly unbiased mediator to intervene certainly muddies the picture, especially as we find ourselves in
the middle of a contested restructuring of human agents and agencies. Does this mean that we should renounce media, withdraw from
society, and become ascetics? Alas, there is no escape. Even meditation
is a form of media!
Language, as the kids say, is a mood. In the case of media, and its
many semantic modes, it likely goes back to the Proto-Indo-European
root of *mē (asterix indicating a reconstructed origin), which means
to measure. The number of relevant derivatives is staggering. It even
includes math! Whether equidistant from two points or in the midst of
it all, the many measures of media truly do saturate our lives.

Continued from page 5

duties. They act as liaisons with police districts and local communities
and are embedded with police in each MPD district, working with
district commanders on anti-crime initiatives, training police officers,
leading youth motivation programs and doing outreach to educate
the community on crucial issues such as human trafficking, domestic
violence, and child abuse. They also work with residents to develop

Glover Park Gazette

community impact statements to submit in DC Superior Court
cases. The court accepts statements not only from individual victims
to describe how crimes have affected them but also from groups
concerned about the impacts of specific crimes on the community as a
whole.
Next meeting: March 11, 2021.
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Boids in the Nabe

Barred Owls
Jack Everett

B

arred Owls have been in Glover Park
now for 10 years or so. They are big.
They are big if they are sitting on a
tree branch, but to appreciate how truly large
they are, you have to see one in flight. Their
wingspan is 44 inches wide. In our area, only
the Great Horned Owl is bigger. Screech Owls
have been seen in Glover Park, too, but not in
years.
Barred Owls are more often heard than
seen. You probably have heard them hoot in
Glover-Archbald Park even during the day,
especially if it is overcast. The hoot is very
distinctive. Click here to listen to their call.
Sometimes you will hear two owls, one
nearer and one farther, answer each other. You
will hear eight hoots—or a better description

yet, four hoots followed by another four hoots.
All together something like, “Who cooks for
me, who cooks for you?”
Barred owls are more often found near
water. A Park Service ranger told me that there
is approximately one pair of owls every mile
along the Potomac. Even so, they may venture
into our neighborhood in search of rodents. I
once saw one on a porch railing at the corner
of Benton and 40th Place.
But I worry that they will eat a dying
rodent suffering from rat poison.
There is no doubt that owls control
rodent populations far better than any other
method, so we hope our neighboring pair and
their fledges will be around in Glover Park for
a long time.

Barred Owl.

Queens in the Garden
The king and queen,
slim bodies of bronze,
perch on a curving bench.
How can they be so weightless,
so unmarked, the queen’s slight
nipples the only sign of sex?
Single eyed, they stare into space,
neither sees the other.
They do not deign to speak.
Further down the path
the woman from the Yucatan
is seated on a camp chair, her legs
spread wide under a broad draped skirt,
her massive bronze body at ease.
Her eyes are closed, her face smooth.
She has already loved, given birth,
nursed, grieved. Now she rests.
When you can, be still, she says.
When you must, be fierce.

King and Queen, by Henry Moore.

Edna Small
This poem refers to the sculpture: King and Queen, by Henry Moore (1952-1953), and Seated Yucatan Woman,
by Francisco Zuniga (1979) on display at the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, DC.
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Support Glover Park Dining!

Dine in, Takeout, and Delivery Options
Glover Park's mainstreet corridor
offers a variety of culinary delights
from casual fair to satisfy the
whole family to exotic specialties.
Check individual websites for
current menus and hours. All offer takeout; some offer pick-up
with online or phone ordering.
Restaurants may now offer indoor
and outdoor dining at a limited
capacity.
Several establishments offer takeout or delivery of alcohol
(beer, wine, spirits) with food.

Point Chaud/Lavazza features amazing crepes, coffee, tea and more.

All About Burgers
aaburger.com
202-965-7777

Einstein Bros. Bagels
einsteinbros.com
202-448-9473

Angelico’s
angelicopizzeria.com
202-333-8350

Ghostline
ghostlinedc.com
202-347-7893

Arcuri
arcuridc.com
202-827-8745

Glover Park Grill
gloverparkgrill.com
202-625-5400

BreadSoda
breadsoda.com
202-333-7445

Laliguras Indian/
Nepalese
laligurasdc.com
202-827-4904

Chipotle Mexican Grill
chipotle.com
202-706-7508
Domino’s
dominos.com
202-342-100
Dumplings and Beyond
places.singleplatform.com
202-338-3815
Eerkin’s
eerkins.com
202-333-3600

Glover Park Gazette

Mogee Tee
mogeteeusa.com
202-333-2929
Old Europe
old-europe.com
202-333-7600
Point Chaud/
Lavazza
pointchaudcafe.com
202 758-2241

Rocklands Barbeque
& Grilling Co.
rocklands.com
202-333-2558
Slate/Xiquet
slatewinebar.com
xiquetdl.com
202-913-4671
Sprig and Sprout
sprigandsproutdc.com
202-333-2569
Sweetgreen
order.sweetgreen.com
202-333-4307
Subway
order.subway.com
202-337-1080
Sushi Keiko
sushikeiko.com
202-333-3986
Wingo’s
wingos.com
202-878-6576
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Real Estate Watch

The Spring Market 2021

Maggie Simpson

A

s we head into the spring real estate market—which is usually the most active of each year—we are already seeing signs
of bustling activity:

• Pending home sales dipped only slightly (0.3%) in December, and
year-over-year they are up 21.4%.
• In over 50 major metropolitan areas in the U.S., the number of
homes listed for sale has fallen to a new all-time low.
• In DC, half of all single-family homes that changed hands in
January sold for more than $748,500.
• 30-year mortgage rates remain extremely low at only 2.68% on
average in recent weeks.
Clearly, with high demand and low supply, it’s a great time to
sell your home. But what about buying a home? While some buyers
may think it wise to wait for the market to calm down, they might
actually be better off simply diving in—if they are financially able to
handle it. Why?

Veronica

Address
2459 39th Pl NW
2044 37th St NW
2317 37th St NW

Sold Price
$1,330,000
$812,000
$1,372,500

Date
1/19/21
1/26/21
2/12/21

The future may hold increases in mortgage rates that will increase the monthly cost of owning a home. In addition, the shortage
of homes for sale doesn’t seem likely to change any time soon, so
home prices may well be pushed even higher. Finally, many locales
that were once relatively lower-cost (mainly in the suburbs and rural
areas) are experiencing increased home sales and home values as the
Covid-19 pandemic continues to see buyers questioning the need to
be close to a major city.
Bottom line: Zillow Research predicts that home sales will
increase by 21.9% with home values rising 10.5% by December 2021.
If that’s right, buyers should jump in now!

Thank You Gazette Advertisers!

Housecleaning Service

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
j Many references
j Great Prices
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

Glover Park Sales of Single-Family Houses

How is the Market?

301.593.0131

Washington, DC is a city of
more than one real estate
market. And even in Glover Park,
we see very different trends
depending on the price point
and whether the property is a
house, condo or coop.
Call me any time for a
market review, customized
for your interests.

Carry-Out: Order ahead at Rocklands.com
Delivery: via Door Dash & Grub Hub
Curbside: Call 202-333-2558 upon arrival!
BEER/WINE/SPIRITS
ALL AVAILABLE TO GO!

Erin Sobanski

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the
heart of every transaction.
Personal, professional service, knowledge of
the business and 20 years experience.
Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your
needs in DC & VA.

Realtor®
301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

Thesmalloﬃcewiththebigreputation.

(202) 965-8800
March
March 2021
2021
Your Hometown Barbeque
Since 1990!
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Did You Hear About the Dog and the Firefighter?
Mitch Wander

O

nce upon a time, Brady the dog met Matt Owen, the DC Firefighter. And this is the true story about how that happened.

On the afternoon of February 6, 2021, Brady went for a walk near
the Glover Park Victory Garden at 42nd and Edmunds NW with a member of his family, their friend and two other dogs. Brady, an English Black
Lab that weighs 80-90 pounds, lives in Chevy Chase, DC with his family.
During his fun walk, everything suddenly got dark, wet, and eerily quiet.
Brady knew something was very wrong.
Brady’s disappearance then triggered a dramatic effort to find him.
Family members searched nearby woods and the neighborhood and
asked passers-by if they had seen Brady. The search party grew, while
back home other family members posted on listservs. Everyone was so
helpful and concerned.
All told, the search continued for roughly five hours before the
group, on a hunch, returned to a storm drain close to where Brady had
first disappeared. There they heard a faint cry from Brady. After brief
thoughts of trying to rescue Brady themselves, the family called 911.

To the Rescue

First responders on the scene of “a dog stuck in a drain” described the
area as heavily wooded, muddy, and very dark. After evaluating the
situation, they requested support from confined space rescue firefighters.
DC Fire & Emergency Medical Services (DCFEMS) Rescue Squad 2 in
Petworth was dispatched at 7:40 p.m. Rescue Squad 2, among the units
dispatched, is one of three heavy-duty rescue squads within the city’s
Special Operations Division. The five trained technical rescue experts in
each squad prepare for incidents like collapse, confined space, high angle,
and swift water.
On the scene, everyone looked nervously at the 2-foot diameter
storm drain, downward sloping with water flowing into it. The heavy
rescue squad picked Firefighter Matt Owen because he was the skinniest among them. They tested the air in the drain to make sure there was
enough oxygen to breathe and no hazardous gasses.
Firefighter Owen thought about how nice it was to wear a dry suit
in this effort, since there was water and a slick algae buildup inside. He
also wore a rescue helmet with a light mounted on it and, for safety, was

Brady emerges unharmed.

tethered with a rope. A backup team prepared to help, if needed.
Firefighter Owen went about 40 feet into the pipe, which ended
into a 4-foot drop into a larger pipe, possibly 6-feet in diameter, with
one foot of water on the bottom. As he looked down, he saw Brady
looking up at him with an open mouth and wagging tail. Given the
drop to the larger pipe, he appreciated why Brady couldn’t get back
out on his own.
Firefighter Owen helped Brady up into the smaller tunnel and
Brady took it from there—following the small tunnel back out to
a very relieved family that was overjoyed to see Brady exiting the
drain.
And that’s the true story of how Brady met his new friend Firefighter Matt Owen. For more photos, please check out:
https://tinyurl.com/15ipbzmb

When in Need, Rely on the Experts

Emergencies can happen in an instant. DC Fire and Emergency Medical
Services encourages DC residents to be mindful of a few safety reminders.
• When walking in an unfamiliar area, keep an eye out for hazards, such as holes or steep ridges.
• Keep pets away from iced-over water, where they might fall through. No ice is safe ice.
• Keep dogs leashed in unfamiliar environments.
• Never put yourself in danger trying to rescue a pet.
• In an emergency, call 911 & let the professionals handle it. They don’t want to have to rescue two victims.

Glover Park Gazette
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Memories of Snow on W Street & "Suicide Hill"
Paul Friday

F

ebruary this year has brought a series of small snow falls and oldtime memories of my boyhood in Glover Park.
Of course, it used to snow a lot more in earlier times than it does
in our warming climate now. In the early 1950s, for many years, D.C.
police would come on heavy snow days and close off the 3800 block
of W street at the intersections of 38th Street and 39th Street, using
wooden blockades and flickering red-lensed kerosene lamps. The
police left a gap in the blockade on the south side of W at 39th. I’ll tell
you in a minute what that was for.
On deep snow days, kids came from all over the neighborhood.
It was a safe place to sleigh—riding down the middle of W, in an era
before streets were salted, on their old-fashioned wooden sleds with
metal runners. I don’t know if the city did this in other D.C. locations,
but this was on my block of W—unbelievable luck! And can you imagine the city providing this service to kids today? I wonder who thought
up this wonderful idea?
Forty yards south of 39th and W, southbound 39th dead-ends
at the Glover-Archbald Park—an open field where we used to enjoy
playing baseball in the summers (but now has been repurposed for
“visiting” dogs). There is a hill descending from the park, to the right
of the steps, where we would sled down onto 39th, then turn right,
through the blockade gap, to continue down the W Street hill—racing
each other to the bottom. Although the starting-place hill is only about
ten feet high, we kids called it “Suicide Hill”!
The city also brought a 50-gallon drum, and a supply of wood
to build a warming fire at the center of the 39th and W intersection.
This became a gathering spot for Glover Parkers on snowy winter
days, warming around the barrel fire, watching their children on their
sleighs. I owned a camera as a kid, but didn’t imagine this delight
would ever end—so I didn’t think to document it.
I dreamed of sleighing down the street with my pre-teen girlfriend, holding her close (can you imagine the thrill of that?), but sadly
she never agreed.
One more memory: My father bought me a new sled. Presents
like this, of this value, were rare in those days. On my first trip down
Suicide Hill, a car suddenly emerged from the alley. I rolled off my sled

"Suicide Hill," circa February 22, 2021, at 39th and W streets.

to stop myself short of the car’s path, but my sled continued and was
crushed by the wheels of the car. My dad tried to straighten out the
sled’s runners, but thereafter my brand-new sled, now twisted, was the
slowest one in Glover Park! My dad might have been a little disappointed that his then-expensive gift to me saw only a single pristine
run down the hill.
My sister Shirley reports that we would ride the sled on our stomachs, head first, and on the way down kids used to run alongside and
pile (i.e. jump) on top of you four deep. Steering the sled was partially
controlled by dragging your feet, something less than reliable. The pileon once accelerated the sled head-on into the bumper of a parked car.
Shirley reports that all survived.
Of course, we knew piling four-deep on a sled would be unstable.
Could it have been that laughing, mingled bodies, spilled in the snow,
of alternating girl-boy layers, was a motivation?
Each time I see the Dutch painting of winter ice skaters I am nostalgic for the bygone Glover Park winters of old—a faded, but sweet,
memory, now seemingly as distant as the Dutch ice skaters of 1608.

March 2021
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A Glover Park Winter Wonderland
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March 2021

Guy Mason Recreation Center

March Virtual Events
Wednesday, March 3, at 12:30 p.m.
African-American Artists, Part 3, with Chichi
Lovett
Please register at https://www.aroundtowndc.org/
event/african-american-artists-part-3-with-chichilovett/
Wednesday, March 17, at 11 a m.
Guy Mason Reading Group
The group will be reading West with the Night
by Beryl Markham. Please email jayanthi.
samasivan@dc.gov. at the Georgetown Library if
you would like to participate. All are welcome.

4800 Sangamore Road, Bethesda, MD 20816 301 229 6107

