
Aging in a Special Place
Randy Rieland

Charlotte Nusberg has been in Glover Park so long she remem-
bers when it had its own bakery. The Wisconsin Avenue strip 
was a very different place when she bought her house on 

W Place in 1972. The Avenue featured a Giant grocery store, and a 
small movie theater. And, there was Sam’s Argentine Bakery. “They 
made fantastic empanadas,” she recalls. “First time I ever ate an empa-
nada was from Sam’s.”

But Sam’s closed when its owner retired, one of the first of many 
transitions Nusberg would witness over the years in the neighborhood’s 
business community. The other part of Glover Park, however, has 
remained comparatively unchanged, in her mind, and that’s something 
she’s come to value. 

An Early Perspective on Aging
Nusberg has an uncommon perspective on the passage of time. For 
most of her career, before she retired 10 years ago, she worked at 
AARP, and that sharpened her focus on the process of aging and how, 
for all its inevitability, it remains, for most, a distant abstraction. 

“I learned how important it is to plan for secure income, health 
maintenance, and providing meaning and structure to your life,” she 
said. “I had learned those lessons well, so I was pretty well prepared 
when I left the workforce. But I can understand why it’s hard for people 
to visualize themselves becoming ill and requiring long-term care,” she 
added. “You know those things happen, but it doesn’t seem at all pos-
sible that it could happen to you.” 

As both an expert on the subject and someone who is just ahead 
of the cresting wave of retiring Baby Boomers, Nusberg is anxious 
about how ill-prepared the country seems to be for what’s coming.  
“Long-term care is a bit of an abomination in this country, both in the 
financing and the provision of it,” she said. “We’re the only developed 
country where the majority of long-term care institutions are in the 
hands of the for-profit sector. And, not surprisingly, we have a lot of 
poor quality care in our nursing homes.

“We’re also facing severe personnel shortages in providing long-
term care,” she continued. “Many immigrant low-income workers are 
the ones who work there because no one wants to do that for those 
wages. Now, this administration wants to siphon that source of staffing. 
And, we Baby Boomers are all going to experience the consequences 
of that.”

It Takes a Village
One thing that does encourage Nusberg is the growth of what’s 
become known as the “village movement,” a network of neighborhood 
organizations that coordinate largely volunteer services for older adults 
to help them stay in their own homes. Started in Boston more than 

fifteen years ago, it has spread to more than two hundred communities 
in the U.S.

That includes Glover Park, which launched its own “village” in 
2010. Nusberg was one of the founders and remains on its board. Un-
like many villages that charge a membership fee and hire an executive 
director, Glover Park Village is an all-volunteer effort. 

According to Nusberg, roughly 100 people in the neighborhood 
have requested help at one time or another, and another 100 have 
responded to provide services. That could include anything from 
driving someone to a doctor’s appointment to handling basic home 
maintenance chores to taking out a person’s trash. The point is to make 
it easier for seniors to deal with the demands of daily life. “We have one 
older woman who lives on the top floor of her apartment. She now has 
trouble with the steps and can’t pick up her mail,” she said. “So, we have 
a volunteer who gets her mail and leaves it outside her door.”

There’s also a social component. Volunteers are able to provide 
companionship for those who have become increasingly isolated. To 
encourage seniors to stay active and engaged, Glover Park Village also 
schedules lectures, classes, and concerts at the Guy Mason and Stod-
dert Recreation Center.  

Nusberg points out that villages can help foster a sense of commu-
nity that enables people to meet others in the neighborhood that they 
would otherwise have never known. In fact, she said, that’s what has 
happened with her. “That’s been a very positive part of it for me,” she 
said. “When I was working, I knew a couple of people on my block, but 
that was it.” she said. “I now feel more a part of Glover Park than I did 
before. It’s been such a rich experience to get to know so many more of 
the people here.”

To request help or become a Glover Park Village volunteer, go to its 
website at www.gloverparkvillage.org. 

Charlotte Nusberg: "I learned how important it is to plan...."
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Join In • Make a Difference 
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!  
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s) 

Address

 

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007  
Make check payable to GPCA.



3

March 2018

Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, March 6 • 7 p.m. 
GP Community Center at Stoddert

Police Report
GPCF Fundraising
Stoddert PTO Representative:  

Current State of the School
Earth Day Toxic Waste Drop Off — 

Jack Everett/Allen Chester
Letter to Whole Foods Landlord 
Membership Report
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report
New Business

Check www.gpcadc.org and the 
Glover Park list serv for updates.

President’s Report

Turning Ideas into Actions
Jarrett Ferrier

Good ideas are easy… 
Following through is often a different 

story. I’m pleased to report that two of our 
neighbors, Jack Everett and Allen Chester, 
came up with an idea and now comes the 
follow through! 

With Earth Day fast approaching (April 
22), Allen and Jack suggested providing their 
fellow Glover Parkers with the opportunity to 
dispose of hazardous waste right here in the 

‘hood on Saturday, April 21. Details will be in 
the April edition of the Glover Park Gazette. 

Big thanks to Jack and Allen, as well as 
Allen Tomlinson, who will be organizing the 
transport of your toxic items that have been 
lying around in your house or apartment.

This is one idea for a better Glover Park. 
I challenge you to bring other ideas to our 
next GPCA meeting and let’s follow through 
with them!

GPCA February 2018 Minutes
Karen Pataky

President Ferrier called the meeting to order 
at 7 p.m.

Police Report. Sgt. Benjamin Firehock 
said that over the past month two violent 
crimes were reported. An accusation of 
sexual assault proved to be unfounded and 
the carjacking is still being investigated. Two 
burglaries were reported, with an arrest being 
made in the Massachusetts Avenue case and 
the one on Woodley Place is still being investi-
gated. No motor vehicle thefts were reported. 
Thefts from autos numbered 5 compared to 
19 during the same time frame in 2017.Thefts 
from property are also down to 24 from 39 
in 2017. When he was asked about the “Pot 
Party” raid at Mason Inn, Officer Firehock 
described large tables with various types of 
marijuana products, including “buds” and 
edible baked goods. ABRA was also present 
and continues an investigation that may result 
in revocation of the Mason Inn license and/or 
a fine. Nine people were arrested and charged 
with “possession with intent to distribute.” 
Asked if a GPS deters carjacking, Sgt. Firehock 
replied “no.” He added that valet keys and 
keyless entry devices are quite easy to hack. 
He also confirmed that the “speed camera” on 
37th Street is an empty box.

City Matters. Phil Thomas, special 
liaison for Mayor Bowser, announced a 
discussion at UDC about the DC budget by 
Kevin Donohue, Deputy Mayor for Safety and 
Justice. Date TBA. Mr. Donohue attended our 
ANC3B meeting to speak about the “NEAR 
Act” and budget on February 8, 2018. Regard-
ing the distribution of compost, requests can 
be made by dialing “311.”

Glover Park Community Fund Update. 
Melissa Lane said that several tasks remain, 
notably setting up a grant evaluation com-
mittee and determining guidelines for grants. 
Marty Tillman, who has nonprofit expertise, 

has joined the GPCF. President Ferrier is 
reaching out to local businesses for contribu-
tions to the GPCF, which has 501c3 status. 
If fundraising permits, some grants may be 
available for distribution in autumn 2018.

Earth Day Toxic Waste Drop-off. In 
honor of Earth Day, April 22, Jack Everett and 
Allen Chester discussed plans for a Glover 
Park community collection and transport of 
toxic waste (old TVs, paint cans, turpentine, 
etc.) to Fort Totten. Allen Tomlinson offered 
to provide a large vehicle. The GP toxic waste 
removal day is scheduled for April 21. DC 
mulch for private gardens can also be picked 
up on Saturdays at Fort Totten.

Bench Installation and Vote on Motion 
of Funding for Supplemental Costs. Bench 
installations are proceeding subsequent to 
the emergency advancement of $4,700 from 
GPCA funds last month. No vote could be 
taken due to a lack of quorum. President Fer-
rier asked for the vote to be taken now that 
attendance is adequate. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

The benches have been partially funded 
by the purchase of memorial plaques by com-
munity members. Three benches have already 
been memorialized. Bench sites still available 
for purchase of plaques are located at 37th and 
Whitehaven and 42nd and New Mexico, and 
37th and Davis Place. Plaques cost $350 and 
can be purchased by contacting President 
Ferrier. Jack Everett noted that “Benches are a 
measure of accommodation and civility for a 
community.” 

Membership Report. Allen Tomlinson 
stated 388 members are current with dues 
representing 272 households. Several ongoing 
memberships need renewal. The membership 
envelopes will be sent out in an upcoming 
GPCA newsletter. We were also reminded that 
discount coupons are customarily honored by 

merchants even if out of date.
Secretary’s Report. Due to a lack of 

quorum in October, November, and January, 
minutes have not been approved. President 
Ferrier asked for discussion, there was none, 
and minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report. After tendering his 
resignation, Treasurer Paul Thrasher gave 
his final GPCA report. President Ferrier 
thanked him for four years of excellent service 
to our community. The audience clapped 
and thanked him. Paul stated there were no 
changes from last month’s report. GPCA’s total 
assets are $35,043.70 as of February 2018 

New Business. Dorothy Biondi noted the 
extensive redevelopment in Tenley. She noted 
monthly open area arts and dining events and 
suggested Glover Park might wish to plan sim-
ilar events. After a brief discussion, President 
Ferrier stated he would have some preliminary 
discussions with GPCA businesses. She also 
reminded members a few seats remain for the 
February 16 Guy Mason trip to the African 
American Museum.

Dog Waste. A neighbor asked about what 
action can be taken about extensive deposits 
of dog waste around the neighborhood. 
Receptacles put up by some apartment 
buildings have helped; the larger city-installed 
receptacles drew complaints from neighbors 
because of the odor. One member mentioned 
that “Helping Hands” of the DC government 
will provide “Scoop the Poop” signs with 
notification of $250 fine. Twenty signs 
were placed a few years ago but these have 
disappeared. Karen Pataky will look into getting 
more “SCOOP” signs. Everyone was encouraged 
to remind neighbors that all dogs are to be 
leashed and all waste must be picked up. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
The next GPCA meeting is scheduled for 
March 6, 2018, at 7 p.m.
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2017–2018 ANC Members
Ann Mladinov, 3B-01, North Glover Park 
ann.mladinov@gmail.com, 202-270-0777

Jackie Blumenthal, 3B-02, East Glover Park 
jackieblumenthal@gmail.com, 202-333-7488

Melissa Lane, 3B-03, West Glover Park  
3B03@anc.dc.gov, 202-276-0681

Mary Young, 3B-04, Cathedral Heights 
mcy65@rcn.com, 202-895-0268 (h),  
202-997-9715 (c) 

Brian Turmail, 3B-05, South Glover Park 
bturmail@yahoo.com, 703-459-0238 

Visit ANC 3B: www.anc3b.org  
or e-mail at info@anc3b.org. 
Follow us on Twitter! @anc3b

ANC 3B News

NEAR Act and Local Updates Dominate Meeting
Melissa Lane

Grant Request from Iona Senior Services. 
Diane Greenspun from Iona Senior Services 
made a grant request for $856 for a portable 
speaker and “pocket talkers” that amplify 
sounds closest to the listener while reducing 
background noise. Iona will provide these 
devices to program participants who have 
difficulty hearing. A motion to approve was 
passed unanimously.

Kevin Donahue, Deputy Mayor for 
Public Safety and Justice. Deputy Mayor 
Donahue spoke about the implementation 
of the Neighborhood Engagement Achieves 
Results (NEAR) Act. He is managing a num-
ber of the agencies that are implementing the 
20 different titles of the Act. While many of 
the requirements have been completed, five 
titles are still in process, three of which are 
for data collection. Data collection includes 
information on police stop/frisk and use-of-
force incidents and collection of data on crime 
victims, suspects, and court outcomes. One of 
the problems is how to analyze the informa-
tion once it is collected. Mr. Donahue said that 
as they get the raw data, it will be posted and 
made available on the web. A new website, 
saferstronger.dc.gov, will have comprehensive 
information on NEAR Act implementation 
and other resources related to public safety 
and crime prevention. 

Commissioner Turmail asked what ANC 
3B could do to help. Mr. Donahue responded 
that conveying the importance of and support-
ing the NEAR Act would be the greatest help. 

Police Report. Lt. Ralph Neal gave the 
police report. January 2018 saw a 19 percent 
reduction in crime compared to January 
2017. The biggest drop was in thefts from 
auto, which declined from 9 to 3. Nine people 
were arrested at Mason Inn in late January 
and charged with possession with intent to 
distribute a controlled substance (marijuana). 
They were using Mason Inn as a “pop-up” 
space and selling the drug in several forms 
including oils, dried flowers, vape cartridges, 
and edibles. MPD and ABRA were involved in 
the raid.

Resolution on Proposed Legislation to 
Ban Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers (B22-0234). 
Commissioner Lane introduced a resolution 
to support Councilmember Cheh’s proposed 
legislation to ban gas-powered leaf blowers 
by 2022. Grif Johnson of Quiet Clean DC 
had presented information on the Bill at the 
December ANC 3B meeting and asked the 
ANC to consider a resolution supporting 
it. ANC 3B opened a public comment 

period. Commissioner Turmail recused 
himself because of a conflict of interest with 
his primary employment. Commissioner 
Mladinov opposed the legislation because she 
feels a more effective approach would be to 
limit the times that this equipment could be 
used and put the burden of compliance on the 
lawn maintenance companies. 

A motion was made to approve the 
resolution and passed with 3 yeas, 1 nay, and 
1 abstention.

Updates
Holiday Inn Site. Commissioner Blumenthal 
reported that the construction at the former 
Holiday Inn site is scheduled to be finished 
by the end of 2018. It will include 226 rental 
units of various sizes, a three-story parking 
structure, retail space which includes Trader 
Joe’s (scheduled to open by the second quarter 
of 2019), and a café. The parking structure 
will include 172 spaces for residences and 
80 spaces for retail. DDOT is working on the 
traffic flow issues. There will be dedicated 
right- and left-turn lanes out of Whitehaven 
on to Wisconsin. Still to be determined is how 
to regulate the traffic lights in that area.

Georgetown University. Commissioner 
Blumenthal reported that Georgetown Uni-
versity is moving out of the complex that also 
houses the British School. It is not yet known 
who will next occupy that space. 

Georgetown University, owner of Holy 
Rood Cemetery, is planning to erect an or-
namental fence with a gate around it. It is not 
yet clear if the gate will be locked. When plans 
become more specific, Georgetown University 
representatives will brief the community at an 

ANC 3B meeting.
Left-Hand Turn on Observatory Circle. 

Commissioner Blumenthal reported on the 
January 31 public meeting on the status of the 
removal of rush hour left-turn restrictions on 
to Observatory Circle from Massachusetts 
Avenue. After further studying the intersec-
tion and collecting additional date, DDOT has 
determined that the restriction can be lifted 
without installing additional traffic lights. 

Neighbors from Massachusetts Heights 
expressed concern about the potential increase 
in and speed of traffic on Observatory. DDOT 
agreed to consider and implement traffic-
calming measures before lifting the left-turn 
restriction.They anticipate lifting the restric-
tion by April 2018.

Whole Foods-Wical Suit. Commissioner 
Blumenthal reported that the owner of the 
property asked for the suit to be dismissed. 
A judge ruled against the owner. With this 
development, the case is more likely to settle 
out of court. Whole Foods also won the right 
to terminate their lease, but said they would 
like to reopen in that space. If the suit settles, 
Whole Foods anticipates taking six months 
to build-out and re-open after the permits are 
secured. 

Pearson’s Parking Lot. Commissioner 
Blumenthal reported that the lot is under 
contract. The sale, however, is being held up 
because the owner of Pearson’s Liquor was not 
given right of first refusal before the sale.

Commercial Area Improvements. 
Commissioner Blumenthal has undertaken a 
project to complete the improvements recom-
mended in the 2006 Office of Planning report 
on the Glover Park Commercial District. 
Tasks still left to be done include installation 
of tree boxes and parking signage to advertise 
parking availability on the eastside of Wiscon-
sin Avenue, which is currently underutilized. 

Open Forum. Jamaal Jordan, Senior Ex-
ternal Affairs Specialist at Pepco, spoke about 
the “Capital Grid Project” that is under way. 
Over the next 10 years, Pepco plans to up-
grade three existing substations and construct 
an additional substation to better manage 
power distribution. The plan also includes 
building a new underground transmission line 
to connect the substations and a networked 
system to more efficiently deliver power to 
consumers. 

Next Meeting. ANC3B will meet on 
Thursday, March 8. The agenda will be posted 
at anc3b.org at least a week before and will be 
circulated via list servs.
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Lenore 
Rubino
  Your neighbor and Realtor 

202-262-1261
Glover Park Expert

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage
1101 30th ST NW, Suite 120
Washington, D.C.  202-333-6100

NCAA’s March Madness 
and ROCKLANDS are 
delicious together!

www.rocklands.com
Eat Your Barbeque!

202-333-2558

Glover Park History

Remembering Glover Park in the Forties 
Carlton Fletcher

This concludes a series of reminiscences by 
Francis McKinley that first appeared in the 
Glover Park Gazette in 1998.

There was a small shopping center across 
the street from Holy Rood Cemetery about 
100 yards up the street. It is still there, but 
the composition is very different than it was 
in the 40’s. The south end of the shopping 
center housed an A & P Grocery Store, then 
an alley and a 5 & 10 cent store operated by 
Mr. Fiedler with Mrs. Sawtell as a supervisor. 
Each day a kind of wax sawdust was placed 
on the floors of the 5 & 10 and brushed up 
and down the sides. It served as a waxing of 
the floors and at the same time as a cleaner. 
Mr. Fiedler was there for many years, later 

he moved the 5 & 10 to near Pearson’s Drug 
Store at Calvert and Wisconsin Avenue.

In the same complex was an Aristo 
Cleaners and a bakery that made the best 
cinnamon buns on earth. Sunday after church, 
people would come from all over and buy 
bakery goods, and I remember seeing their 
fresh bread sold in whole loaves or sliced 
there in the store. At the other corner of the 
complex was a drug store and in one end a 
pinball machine where people would enjoy the 
entertainment of trying to win. The drug store 
was equipped with a traditional soda fountain 
and a long marble shelf where one could enjoy 
sodas, sundaes, milk shakes, and sandwiches. 
Across the street was a new supermarket 
called “Giant.” I feel certain it had to be one of 

the chain’s “firsts” in the Washington area.
The 1937 Park and Shop Center that had the 
A & P, the Calvert Pastry Shop, the five & 
dime, and the soda fountain was replaced 
in 1980 by the Meridian, at 2201 Wisconsin 
Avenue. — Carlton Fletcher

Glover Park History is online at  
www.gloverparkhistory.com

Click on Neighborhood for 
Neighborhood Images, Family Album, 
and Oral History and Reminiscences

Memories and photographs to share?

Email carlton@gloverparkhistory.com

Parenting in the Park

Taming the Overwhelm, Part 1
Paige Trevor

We know family life is stressful. 
We carpool, manage those darn 
devices, cook healthy meals, 

keep the house clean and organized, save for 
retirement, and tidy the yard. It is actually 
overwhelming.

When we feel overwhelmed, we become 
stressed, cranky, short-tempered, terse, naggy. 
We talk to ourselves like, “I can’t stand this. 
They should do what I say. I am always yell-
ing. They are always fighting.” Our feelings 
and emotions are our fuel. When we use 
fuel like anger, fear, anxiety, we usually leave 
behind some pretty toxic relationship debris. 
I shudder to think of the shame, blame, and 
pain I accidentally heaped upon my beloved 
children trying to get them out the door every 
morning.

On the other hand, when we are in the 
process of taming the overwhelm (it will never 

be fully tame—stay realistic!), we have access 
to patience, calm, and creativity. We start 
talking to ourselves like, “I got this. My kids 
are mostly cooperative” (not obedient!). “I can 
focus on work today. We are a perfectly good 
enough family.”

When we are using overwhelmed fuel, we 
tend to reach for caffeine, booze, gossip, mind-
less Internet searches. When we are using the 
tamed fuel, we tend to reach for exercise, truly 
resting, hanging out with friends, and nour-
ishing food. Whatever cycle we are in usually 
reinforces itself.

What Are We to Do?
The first thing is to ask the proper question. 
Not, the very self-satisfying and yet super-
ineffective “When are those guys going to 
shape up and do what I say, so I can be the 
parent I want to be?” The question that will 

yield the most results is, “Who do I need to be 
to tame the overwhelm, foster harmony, and 
cooperation?” You can bet your bottom dollar 
your family does not need you to be nagging, 
reminding, cajoling, blaming, or yelling!

Who we need to be is a parent who 
listens, refrains from commenting on every 
darn thing, and interprets our kid’s behavior 
compassionately (meaning, we don’t take 
everything they do or don’t do personally). 
The parents we need to be notice improve-
ment and understand normal and annoying 
developmental behavior (think 2 year olds 
saying, “no” and the teen eye roll). Instead of 
trying to control our kids, the parents we need 
to be focus on ourselves.

Easy, right? Next month we’ll go into de-
tail on how to do these things. For this month 
we can focus on who we are being and is it 
fostering cooperation?

Call CARLOS
240-328-4906

. Gutter Cleaning

. Leaf Removal

. Lawn Maintenance/Landscaping

. Seasonal Mulching & Weeding or Year-Round Care

. Interior & Exterior Painting

. Deck Painting
References available upon request
Also available in Maryland and Virginia

*  Free Estimates  * 
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Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi ce with the big reputation.
(202) 965-8800

ALLEN TOMLINSON &

202.744.5842 Cell/Text
202.362.1300 Offi ce
Allen.Tomlinson@LNF.com
www.agtomlinson.com

REALTORS® Licensed in DC, MD, & VA

Recent transactions:
h 5149 Yuma Str NW (5BR/5BA) – 

SOLD – $1,350,000 
h 5836 MacArthur Blvd NW (5BR/5BA) 

COMING SOON – For Sale 
$2,600,000

h 702 Quincy Str NW (6BR/6BA) - 
COMING SOON – For Sale $749,900

h 6503 Good Luck Rd. Riverdale 
(4BR/4BA) – COMING SOON – 
For Sale $419,900

JEARLINE WILLIAMS 

My clients will save 50% Off Penske Truck Rentals. 
GPCA Members save 20% Off Penske Truck Rentals.

Dig This!

Where to Buy Plants Locally
Stephanie Shain

With the closing of Johnson’s in 
Tenleytown last month we lost a 
great neighborhood garden center. 

But worry not, we have many other great 
sources of plants close by. Some of these are 
not only high-quality plant providers but also 
fun places for family outings. Here are some of 
my favorites:

Ace Hardware. Right here in the hood, 
Ace is a terrific spot for picking up annuals 
(plants that need to be planted every year), 
and in the past they carried my two favorite 
annuals: impatiens for shady spots and gerani-
ums for sunny spots.

Chesapeake Natives. This nursery at the 
Mt. Airy Mansion in Rosaryville State Park 
in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, has a great 
selection of plants and the most helpful and 
friendly plant gurus around. It’s hard not to be 
inspired by their enthusiasm and knowledge 
(including when they gently steer you away 
from overbuying!). 

The property is surrounded by hiking 
and biking trails, so pack a picnic and make 
an afternoon of it. Chesapeake Natives has sale 
days, but you can also request a buying and 
advice appointment at a time that works for 
you. Check out www.ChesapeakeNatives.org.

Earth Sangha. If you want to pair some 
earth-saving action with your plant shopping, 
Earth Sangha in Springfield, Virginia, is for 

you. Funds from plant sales help support this 
terrific nonprofit’s public-lands restoration 
work in the DC region and its tropical-forest 
conservation efforts with farmers in the Do-
minican Republic. Located in Franconia Park, 
the plant nursery offers the most extensive 
range of locally sourced plants in the region, 
and the staff and volunteers are incredibly 
knowledgeable and helpful. 

Earth Sangha will be where I go when I 
tackle the largest part of my yard this summer. 
For information on their sales and plant list, 
take a look at their website,  
www.EarthSangha.org.

Izel Plants. Online shoppers read 
this! Izel Plants, which is based in DC and 
networked with nurseries across the country, 
will ship plants right to your door. Their very 
helpful website can steer you to plants that will 
thrive in your yard and has lots of information 
(and some great plant-humor t-shirts). The 
bulk of Izel’s plants are shipped “bare root,” so 
plants arriving in the mail may at first look a 
bit scraggly. 

To ensure successful growth, have your 
planting area ready when you order and add 
plants immediately so they don’t dry out. They 
can be found at www.IzelPlants.com.

If I have I missed one of your favorite 
plant-buying spots, I’d love to hear about it! You 
can be in touch at GloverDigThis@gmail.com.

Weather Report
The current temperature
is not available.
Please try again later.

We’ve been warned
of global warming, 
the coming floods

but not of air 
no temperature 
at all. No scale 

to measure what’s
not there. Not available
is what she said

when I dialed
the weather forecast
on my upstairs phone

first thing this morning,
all windows closed.
I threw on some clothes

rushed downstairs
to step outside.
To my relief

I felt a chill.
Edna Small

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Save the Date
Safe Disposal 
of Toxic Waste

Saturday, April 21
Mark your calendars and start hunting in 
your cabinets, basements, and workshops 
for toxic waste items you would like to 
dispose of properly. 

In honor of Earth Day, Glover Park 
volunteers will be organizing a collection 
of bottles, cans, electronics, and some 
appliances and transporting these to the 
District’s designated site at Fort Totten 
Transfer Station on Saturday, April 21.

See the April Gazette for details and  
consult DPW’s list of eligible item at:  
https://dpw.dc.gov/node/466802.
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GLOVER PARK REAL ESTATE WATCH

Maggie Simpson, Realtor
Maggie@MaggieInDC.com
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Long and Foster Real Estate
Licensed in DC, MD, and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 966-1400


Name Your Price: If you could name your price, would you want to sell your home? 

Go to DCPropertyValues.com  I may have your buyer!

2017
Percent of all
First Time (FT)

Buyers

Household 
Income

Median Age 
(Years)

All FT Buyers 100% $75,000 32

Married 
Couple

57% $87,100 32

Single Female 18% $54,000 35

Unmarried 
Couple

16% $77,300 30

Single Male 7% $59,600 31

Other 2% $76,800 37

Source: Nat’l Associati on of Realtors

Selling, Buying or Staying Put
It was another banner year for sellers in 2017 in Glover 
Park. Twenty-eight houses were sold with net sales prices 
ranging from a low of $750,00 to a high of $1,700,000, and 
most sold in a week or less. Close to half of these homes 
sold for over $1 million, and only four sold below list price. 
The rest sold at, or – more commonly – above, list price. 
The condo market was also strong with seventy-two con-
dos selling at prices ranging from $206,000 to $1,050,000. 
Most sold for over $500,000 in less than 2 weeks. Wow!

The picture is similarly upbeat for sellers across the coun-
try. According to CoreLogic’s latest Home Price Index, home 
prices appreciated by 6.9% year-over-year from December 
2016 to December 2017 on a nati onal level. This marks the 
fi ft h month in a row with at least a 6.9% increase. Why? 
Because, with the unemployment rate at only 4.1% at the 
end of 2017, consumer confi dence is high and demand 
for homes conti nues to rise. Most homeowners who have 
been on the fence about whether to sell will be pleasantly 
surprised to fi nd that there is now even greater equity in 
their home.

So what about buyers? Interest rates remain near historic 
lows, keeping home ownership relati vely aff ordable. Most 
buyers have risen to the challenge of restricted inventory 
by making strong off ers with few conti ngencies and, of-
ten, above list price. According to the Nati onal Associati on 
of Realtors’ most recent Profi le of Home Buyers & Sell-
ers, married couples once again dominated the fi rst-ti me 
homebuyer stati sti cs in 2017 at 57% of all buyers. It is no 
surprise that having two incomes to save for down pay-
ments and contribute to monthly housing costs makes buy-
ing a home more att ainable.

But, many couples are also deciding to buy a home before 
spending on a wedding, so that unmarried couples made 
up 16% of all fi rst-ti me buyers last year. Interesti ngly, single 
women made up any even higher proporti on (18%) of fi rst-
ti me buyers in 2017, while single men accounted for only 
7% of buyers. This shows a real drive for women to want 
to own their own homes rather than rent someone else’s, 
given that the median income for women buyers was lower 
than that of their male counterparts.

Here is the breakdown of all fi rst-ti me homebuyers in 2017 
by percentage of all buyers, income, and age:

If you’re uncertain about buying, please feel free to contact 
me so that I can help you determine if owning a home is 
within your grasp.

And if you already own a home, you know that mainte-
nance is the key to retaining and increasing its value over 
ti me. Roofs, gutt ers, foundati ons and windows are key in 
keeping your home safe from the elements. On the inside, 
heati ng and air conditi oning systems have to be maintained 
or updated, and leaking pipes or dripping faucets should 
be hunted down. Then, of course, there are the cosmeti cs 
that ulti mately improve a home’s value: landscaping, kitch-
en and bathroom upgrades, and fresh paint. Here in our 
neighborhood, we’ve all been contributi ng to a list of con-
tractors used for home maintenance as well as car repair, 
personal services and even some areas of medical care. 
Check it out at www.GloverParkContractors.com  Many of 
us rely on this list to read about our neighbors’ fi rst hand 
experiences with roofers, handymen, plumbers, etc. Please 
help keep us up-to-date by sending your recommendati ons 
for service providers – as well as any negati ve experiences 
- to Maggie@MaggieInDC.com  I’ll be sure to include your 
recommended service provider and update any commen-
tary on those whose names are already on the list. 
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GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com
202.333.8128

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am

The kitchen is always open!



March Events at Guy Mason
3600 Calvert Street, NW — (202) 727-7527 

March 7, Monday, 4 p.m., Short Story Reading 
with Jay Sambasivan.  

March 9, Friday Free For All: Games at 11 
a.m.; lunch at noon; and Tootsie, a film with 
Dustin Hoffman and Jessica Lange at 1 p.m.

March 13, Tuesday, 4 p.m. Phone and 
Computer Access to Video Materials available 
at Georgetown Public Library.

March 16, Friday, 6:30 p.m., Learn How to 
Identify and Counteract “Weaponized” 
Social Media, Lydia Snider.

Georgetown Library 
Saturday, March 24, 2 p.m., Indian 
Cuisine: Traditions and New Influences, 
Monica Bhide, bestselling writer and 
renowned cookbook author, discusses 
how modern Indian food combines a time-
honored cuisine and distinct regional styles 
with new culinary influences and cross-
cultural ingredients.

Save the Date
Stoddert’s Annual

Auction & Cocktail Party
Saturday, April 21,  7–10 p.m.

Please join us for Stoddert’s 2018 
fundraiser, which will be held at  
Town Hall on the Avenue!

Tickets are $75 and include food, 
beverages, and entertainment.

Visit www.stoddert.org for tickets, 
donations, and details. And see the 
April Gazette for more information.

EIGHT BROTHERS
Home painting, interior-
exterior masonry work, 
home design and build

www.eightbrothers.com
202-669-4606
202-333-3099

AARP Tax-Aide
March 1–April 18 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays

1:00–5:00 p.m.
Georgetown Library

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide offers free, 

individualized tax preparation for low-to 

moderate-income taxpayers—especially 

those 60 and older. 

March 21, Wednesday, 11 a.m.–noon. The Book 
Reading Group. Discussion of A Gentleman in 
Moscow facilitated by Jay Sambasivan.

March 22, Thursday, 4 p.m. A Magical 
Afternoon. Eric Redman performs the 
impossible for kids of all ages at Stoddert School 

March 23, Friday Free For All: Games at 11 
a.m.; lunch at noon; and The Artist, a French 
film that won the Oscar for best actor.

March 23: Friday, 7 p.m., Dr. Edna Greene 
Medford, Professor of History at Howard 
University, discusses I Must Possess My  
Own Body: William Trail and the Quest  
for Freedom.

http://www.stoddert.org

