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Glover Park

Finally, a Place to Call Home
Randy Rieland

Terry Snead says he feels like he’s come 
home. Even though he grew up in 
Southeast DC near Benning Road, he 

went to the Western High School, now the 
Duke Ellington School for the Arts. He knows 
his way around the streets here. Th e truth is 
he’s lived on some of them. 

For almost a decade, Snead was home-
less. But now, he’s an offi  cial Glover Park 
resident. Since summer, he’s lived in one the 
apartments at 2255 Wisconsin Avenue, in the 
building above where the RiteAid had been 
located. “Now, I’m in the middle of every-
thing that happens in Glover Park,” he said. 
“Aft er being homeless for 10 years, it doesn’t 
get any better than that.”

Snead, 71, was able to take advantage of 
the District’s voucher program to get his own 
place. It subsidizes the rent for people who 
otherwise couldn’t aff ord a neighborhood like 
in Glover Park. Th e vouchers can cover up 
to $2,520 for a studio and $2,648 for a one-
bedroom apartment. Th e tenant is expected 
to contribute 30 percent of his or her income.  

For a number of years, Snead had been 
living in places supervised by Friendship 
Place, a nonprofi t based in Tenleytown that 
helps homeless men and women pull their 
lives back together. “I was told I could stay in 
that program the rest of my life,” he said. “But 
I felt I had outgrown it. I was thinking I was 
independent enough to go out on my own.”

Th at’s not something he could have 
imagined in those years when he was living 
on the streets, sleeping in shelters, cars, parks 
or in front of churches. 

“I suff ered from depression,” he said. 
“My family has a history of it. And that took 
me around into homelessness.  It’s easy to 
get into. It’s verrrry diffi  cult to get out of. “I 

thought about suicide fi ve diff erent times. But 
I found a way to make it by, I believe, God 
looking out for me.”

Based on his own experiences, Snead 
has become an advocate for providing more 
opportunities for the city’s homeless. He 
knows that many of them struggle mightily, 
as he did. He also knows they can be capable 
of doing more than many people assume.

His life is a case in point. He now has a 
girlfriend, a woman who herself was home-
less and now lives in Northeast DC.  He also 
has become an accomplished race walker, 
good enough to become tops in his age group 
in the District. “And I don’t let anyone forget 
it,” he laughed.

Snead acknowledges that he needs to 
pick up his pace if he wants to compete on an 
international level. “I’ve come to the realiza-
tion that I may not make it to number one 
in the world,” he said. “I’ve got some work to 
do.”

His workouts usually begin with exercis-
es at Guy Mason, then he walks up Wisconsin 
Avenue at a fast pace to American University 
before heading back down to his new home. 
“Th at gives me the hills. Th at helps me work 
on my endurance,” he said.

But if he comes upon a homeless person 
while speeding along, he’ll make a point of 
stopping and off ering  some encouragement.

“I’ve been there.”

After years of homelessness, Terry Snead is now an offi cial Glover Park resident and a 
competitive race-walker. 

Happy Autumn!
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Join In • Make a Difference
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved! 
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!

Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s)

Address

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Vo  ng = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Vo  ng = $15
Business / Corpora  on / Non-Vo  ng = $75
US Military Veteran / Ac  ve or Re  red = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007 
Make check payable to GPCA.
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President’s Report
Autumn Greetings to All 
Karen Pataky

Continued on page 4

GPCA September Minutes 
Sally Everett

If you are new to Glover Park, your neigh-
bors have a surprise for you. Halloween 
Trick or Treating is a major event in our 

community. And many parents will also be in 
costume. 

Th e evening begins with the parade from 
Stoddert School. Th ere will be scary music at 
the corner of Beecher Street and Huidekoper 
Place.  As in past years, there will be pump-
kins galore and very creative and elaborate 
decorations throughout Glover Park. And 
keep an eye out for Halloween block parties in 
the neighborhood! Th is is also a lovely time to 
revisit the “Victory Gardens” at 42nd Street and 
Tunlaw and hike along the trails in Glover-
Archbold Park.

Th e Glover Park Farmers’ Market 
remains open on Saturdays through the week-
end before Th anksgiving, so please support 
the market and ensure it returns next year.

If you have not yet begun shopping at 
Trader Joe’s, please put them on your weekly 
list. You will be very pleasantly surprised at 
the variety, the prices, and the welcoming 
atmosphere.

We hope to see you at the Glover Park 
Citizens’ Association and ANC3B meetings, 
the events at Guy Mason Rec Center and 
Georgetown Public Library, and the Village 
Green meetings. And patronize our restau-
rants along Wisconsin Avenue.

See you “around the hood.”

President Karen Pataky called the meeting to 
order at 7:05 p.m.

Police Report. Sergeant A. M. Bray 
provided data for the prior 30-day period in 
204 PSA and compared it with the same pe-
riod in 2018. One sex abuse case was reported 
this period versus none in the same period in 
2018. Assault with a deadly weapon was up 
to 1 from 0. Burglaries were up to 2 from 1. 
Stolen motor vehicles were down to 3 from 
5. Th eft s from autos were down to 4 from 22. 
Th eft s were up to 23 from 22. 

Glover Park Trader Joe’s. Tom Senior, 
manager of the newly opened store, reported 
that Trader Joe’s is pleased with its recep-
tion and looks forward to more traffi  c now 
that summer is over and schools are back 
in session. In response to questions, he said 
Trader Joe’s only makes in-kind donations to 
501(c)(3) organizations, and oft en in the $50 
range due to the volume of requests. He also 
noted that the store currently off ers recycling 
only for cardboard and bottles, but is looking 
into being able to recycle plastic, and would 
be interested in exploring the possibility of 
participating in next year’s Glover Park Day as 
well as collaborating with the Stoddert PTO 
on eff orts such as a give-back night at a local 
restaurant. 

Georgetown Public Library Presen-
tation. Elizabeth Anderson, the children’s 
librarian at the Georgetown Library, brought 
handouts and reviewed many of the activities 
and off erings at the library, including a book 
club, yoga class, poetry night, activities de-
signed for specifi c age groups, use of comput-

Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, October 1 • 7 p.m.
 GP Community Center at Stoddert
Agenda 
  Police Report
  DC Security Camera Incentive
  Village Green, Holly Pollinger
  Jelleff Field: DC DPR and Maret School
  GPCA Meeting Signs, Ariadne Henry 
  Short-Term Family Housing Book Drive
  Treasurer’s Report: Glover Park Day 
  Membership Report
  Secretary’s Report
  Guy Mason Activities
  Holiday Party, Lisa McCluskey 
  New Business

Check www.gpcadc.org and the Glover 
Park list serv for upddates

ers with complimentary printing 20 sheets per 
day), and access to multiple databases. More 
information and the events calendar can be 
found at www.dclibrary.org/georgetown.

Glover Park Day #30 and Mayor’s 
Proclamation. Karen Pataky read Mayor 
Bowser’s proclamation highlighting the at-
tributes and contributions of Glover Park and 
designating June 1, 2019, as Glover Park Day. 
Th e plaque will ultimately be displayed in 
Guy Mason. 

Glover Park Day #30 Discussion. 
Th e discussion was postponed because the 
fi nancial summary has not been fi nalized and 
the GPCA Treasurer was unable to attend the 
meeting. 

Glover Park “Village Green” Coff ee. 
Holly Pollinger reported on a recent initiative, 
in association with the Glover Park Village, to 
create a new group in Glover Park with a mis-
sion to fi ght climate change. A coff ee meeting 
will be held at Guy Mason Recreation Center 
on Saturday, 9/7, at 10 a.m. to discuss what 
people can do individually to help Glover 
Park become more green. For more informa-
tion, email info@GloverParkVillage.org. 

Glover Park Four Corners Yard 
Sale. A neighborhood yard sale will be held 
at the four corners of 39th and Calvert Streets 
on Saturday, 9/14, from 9 a.m.— 4 p.m. 
Participants should bring their own tables. 
Suggestions were made for options to donate 
whatever items remain at the end of the sale

Guy Mason Activities. Marsha 
Goldberg reported on upcoming activities 
and classes, including a luncheon and movie 

on Friday, 9/13 (Th e New Rijksmuseum,          
Part 1) and 9/27 (Tim’s Vermeer), and classes 
in Tai Chi and Yoga. In addition, Guy Mason 
is participating in an Iona-sponsored series 
with a concert, lunch, and discussion on 
Friday, October 4. Email guymasonevents@
gmail.com for more information or to 
register.

“GPCA Meeting” Signs. As a follow-
up to the motion approved in May to purchase 
six stakes and signs that read “Glover Park 
Citizens’ Association meeting this coming 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.,” it was agreed that Karen 
Pataky, Ariadne Henry and Jarrett Ferrier will 
collaborate on the design and purchase of the 
signs. Th e signs will be posted in prominent 
locations to promote upcoming meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report. No report.
Membership Report. No report.
Secretary’s Report. Upon appropriate 

motion and second, the May 2019 meeting 
minutes were approved.

New Business. Rich Harrington,      
Ward 3 liaison from the Mayor’s offi  ce, re-
ported that the city will reimburse up to $500 
per household or business for the purchase 
of security cameras. Th e cameras and their 
locations must be registered with the police 
department to enable access to the footage.

In response to a question, Mr. Har-
rington agreed to look into what can be done 
to remove newspaper boxes that appear to 
be abandoned or turned over on Wisconsin 
Avenue.

In response to a question about the status 
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ANC 3B News 
September Meeting Report
Melissa Lane

of Old Hardy School, President Pataky said the 
GPCA has sent a letter of support for keeping 
Hardy public. 

Adjournment: Th e meeting was ad-
journed at 8:11 p.m.

Next Meeting of the GPCA: Tuesday, 
October 1.

Commissioners in attendance were Ann 
Mladinov (3B01), Jackie Blumenthal (3B02), 
Melissa Lane (3B03), and Mary Young (3B04).  
Brian Turmail (3B05) was absent
          Police Report.  Lt. Ralph Neal reported 
one violent crime (sex abuse) in ANC 3B in 
the past 30 days and 23 property crimes—5 
stolen cars, 6 theft s from autos, and 12 other 
theft s.  Compared to the same 30-day period 
last year, the number of reported crimes was 
up from 18 to 24.

Redevelopment of 2208 Wisconsin 
Avenue. Abdo Roff e of Coba Properties pre-
sented plans for redeveloping the Georgetown 
Carpet property from a one-story structure 
to a four-story structure with fi rst fl oor retail 
and 36 market-rate rental apartments on the 
upper levels. Th e redeveloped property will 
also include an underground parking garage 
with 20 spaces and a small recessed penthouse 
area with deck and outdoor grills for residents.  
Construction is expected to start in December 
2019 or January 2020 and take 12–15 months. 
Mr. Roff e agreed to meet with nearby residents 
to discuss and resolve their issues, and make 
sure they have a phone number to call him or 
the construction manager 24/7 so any prob-
lems can be addressed immediately.

Pepco’s proposed $162 million rate 
increase and change in ratemaking approach. 
Marc Battle, Pepco Region VP, described his 
company’s request to the Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) for an increase in electric dis-
tribution rates over a three-year period. Pepco 
is asking to charge rates based on forecasted 
future expenses rather than the current annual 
process, which covers expenses the utility has 
actually incurred. Implementing a multiyear 
plan could have benefi ts for the utility and 
give customers more predictable rates. Th ere 
would be lower costs for the utility if it doesn’t 
have to do an annual rate case. Other elements 
include new performance incentive mecha-
nisms for Pepco and an annual reconciliation 
process to assess whether Pepco overestimated 
or underestimated its expected costs. Anjali 
Patel from the DC Offi  ce of People’s Counsel 
(OPC) said they are carefully studying Pepco’s 

request to assess its eff ects on customers. In 
recent experience, she said, Pepco expense 
forecasts have not always been accurate. Th e 
PSC is not expecting to issue a decision until 
September 2020, aft er full hearings and public 
comment periods in the spring.

Resolution on Kimpton Glover Park 
Hotel proposed roof deck with restaurant/
bar.  Commissioner Blumenthal presented 
a resolution urging ANC 3C and the Massa-
chusetts Avenue Heights Citizens’ Association 
(MAHCA) to resolve issues regarding the 
roof deck project so that the Kimpton GP can 
move forward with plans to open the space.  
She stressed that this type of amenity will be 
a boon to the Glover Park commercial area. 
Matt Wexler of Foxhall Partners (owner of the 
Kimpton property) thanked Commissioner 
Blumenthal for her eff orts and said he looks 
forward to completing the project. Th e resolu-
tion passed unanimously.

Restoring morning rush hour parking on 
the east side of Wisconsin Avenue in Glover 
Park.  Commissioner Blumenthal thanked 
Rich Harrington (the Mayor’s Ward 3 liaison) 
for getting the DC Department of Trans-
portation (DDOT) to fi nally move on this 
project.  Aft er the original traffi  c confi gura-
tion was restored on Wisconsin Avenue fi ve 
years ago, AM rush hour parking was never 
re-established despite the continued eff orts of 
ANC 3B. Loss of this parking has adversely 
aff ected nearby Glover Park businesses as 
there are very few options for public parking 
during the morning hours. Th e Commission 
unanimously approved a letter to DDOT 
urging it to move forward with restoring rush 
hour parking.

Final Recommendations in the “Rock 
Creek Far West Livability Study.” Com-
missioner Mladinov gave a summary of the 
10 recommendations DDOT is making to 
address traffi  c safety concerns in Glover Park 
and Cathedral Heights, including the serious 
ongoing pedestrian safety issues on Cathedral 
Avenue. ANC3B unanimously approved a let-
ter to DDOT supporting the Livability Study 
recommendations and encouraging DDOT to 
implement the near-term improvements. Th e 
letter also urges DDOT to continue working 
with residents and ANCs on the recommend-
ed longer-term studies, share proposed, initial 
and fi nal designs, and seek public comments 
as the livability project proceeds. Ted Van 
Houten, Project Manager for DDOT, said 
that implementation of the recommendations 
would take from less than a year to eight years.

Th e use of the playing fi elds at Jelleff  
Recreation Center. Commissioner Blumenthal 
presented a draft  ANC3B  letter to the Mayor 
and the City Council Chair urging them to 
reconsider DPR’s renewal of a 10-year deal 
that allows Maret School nearly exclusive use 
of Jelleff ’s playing fi elds during weekday aft er-
noons. Th is renewal deprives Hardy Middle 
School students and others in Glover Park and 
Cathedral Heights from accessing some of the 
closest and best athletic facilities. Th e letter 
was approved unanimously. Several ANC 3B 
commissioners also signed a letter with ANC 
2E commissioners and other organizations 
asking Attorney  General Racine to investigate 
the agreement.  

Th e next meeting of ANC3B will be 
Th ursday, October 10. 

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi  ce with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800
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Glover Park History
First Steps of Residential Development
Carlton Fletcher
While the butchers’ syndicate of 
Georgetown—whose operations characterized 
much of what is now Glover Park—appears 
to have prospered during the Civil War, aft er 
the war their way of doing business needed 
to change. As more livestock began arriving 
by rail on the other side of the city, the cattle 
market, stock pens, and slaughterhouses 
on this side of the city became increasingly 
irrelevant. 

At the same time that local butcher op-
erations were in decline, suburban land tracts 
on the periphery of the former cities of Wash-
ington and Georgetown—previously devoted 
to agricultural use—began to be developed for 
residential use. Th e butchers owned a consid-
erable amount of open land at the northern 
end of Georgetown. Its increased value—once 
operations ceased and it was freed for other 
use—was obvious to them. Th is was also the 
advice they were given by the editor of the 
Georgetown Courier (who pretended to tell 
them what they had actually already decided).

Presumably also at the butchers’ prompt-
ing, the Courier advised another step. “Th e 
butchers of Georgetown are urged to build a 
trolley up High Street to improve their prop-
erty value and make it eligible for residences.” 
No surprise, then, that the original incorpo-
rators of the Georgetown and Tenallytown 
Railway Company included Joseph Weaver, 
Jacob H. Kengla, and Benjamin F. Hunt. 
Th e Courier explained that it was “mainly the 
butchers on the Heights who have the matter 
in charge.” While they were waiting for their 
streetcar line to come into existence, several of 

the butchers built themselves residences more 
in keeping with their increased prosperity. 

(Georgetown Courier, July 11, 1868; 
March 25, 1871; December 19, 1874; January 
23 and October 23, 1875)

For more information, go to                 
gloverparkhistory.com.

By the time you read this, Laliguras In-
dian and Nepalese Bistro, located next 
to the Post Offi  ce, should be open. If the 

original Laliguras in Van Ness is any guide, 
this white tablecloth restaurant should be a big 
hit in Glover Park. Th e owner used to work 
at Heritage India when it was located here, 
and he always wanted to come back. Please 
welcome his restaurant.

Pont Chaud Cafe and Crepes should be 
open now, too, at the former Starbucks site. 
Th is will be its fourth location in DC. Judging 
from photos of the crepes online, we are in for 
a real treat.

Danny Lledo is expanding Slate Wine 

News from the Avenue 
Openings, Expansions & No Word on Whole Foods
Jackie Blumenthal

Bar by adding a Spanish concept restaurant 
upstairs. Xiquet (chee-KET) will focus on 
foods from the Valencia area, including paella, 
roast pig, and seafood. If you google “Xiquet,” 
you will fi nd a Popville story about Danny’s 
background and the amazing chefs he is work-
ing with to bring Xiquet to Glover Park.

Still no news at this writing on the long-
running Whole Foods saga. Th e last we heard, 
the discovery portion of its lawsuit against the 
landlord, Wical, had ended in mid-August. 
Typically, parties would be discussing settle-
ment to avoid going to trial, but nothing 
has been typical about Whole Foods’ suit to 
require the landlord to sign permits allowing 

it to renovate and reopen. Watch this space for 
updates and check out the unique items on the 
shelves of Trader Joe’s.

Even without Whole Foods, Glover Park 
is starting to shine again with these three 
new places. And don’t forget Eerkins (great 
noodles), Moge Tee, Sushi Keiko, Dumplings 
and Beyond (best Chinese around), Arcuri, 
Sprig and Sprout, Wingo’s (try the beignets), 
BreadSoda, Town Hall, Rocklands, Old Eu-
rope, or Casolare in the Kimpton. 

Glover Park has a lot to off er, and we urge 
you to patronize our businesses.

aaa

www.rocklands.com
Your Hometown Barbeque Since 1990!!

Come visit us at Capital One Arena Section 
103/104 for every Caps Home Game! New 

in October – Also
on the 400 level!!!

A Wider Circle (awidercircle.org) 

will pick up donations of gently-

on  All 

 

 

sign up online for pick-up, visit: 

robertaerin.com/donate.

Signups close at the end of the 

day on 

Erin Sobanski 
Realtor ®

 

Correction
Th e Gazette regrets that, due to an 
editing error, text was omitted in 
the September Glover Park History 
article. The first sentence of the second 
paragraph should have read: “The 
postwar confidence of the butchers, 
and their politics, were apparent when 
the Union Market House (occupied 
more recently by Dean & DeLuca) in 
Georgetown was inaugurated in 1865.”
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Plant Seeds of Calm. We manage our anger, 
we don’t waste time trying to eradicate our 
anger, or pretend anger isn’t there. We help 
kids identify and manage their anger as well. 
Not “letting” kids get angry is not getting rid 
of their anger–it’s usually planting seeds of 
shame or resentment. 
         Plant Seeds of Independence. Chores 
and kids taking care of themselves sow the 
seeds of independence. We must be willing to 
endure mistakes as our children are learning. 
Independence comes at the cost of trial and 
error, mess and slowness. 

Plant Seeds of Order. Routine is a calm-
ing, relationship-building, overlooked, and 
hard to maintain parenting tool. Th e up-front 
eff ort to start a routine is immense. It pays off  
in spades when you magically fi nd your child 
unpacking his or her lunch box and plopping 
Tupperware in the dishwasher.

Plant Seeds of Connection. Connection 
comes through communication. Th e most 
important and overlooked kind of commu-
nication is listening. Our kids’ behavior has 

Parenting in the Park  

Planting Seeds 
Paige Trevor

its roots in what they think and believe. If we 
want to change/modify/impact behavior, fi nd 
out what they think and believe by asking 
open-ended questions and then listening.

Plant Seeds of Love. Problems and fun 
are the glue of long-lasting relationships. Life 
throws us problems—no need to create any 
more. But fun we need to plan for, make time 
for, and be open to. Anchor your weekends 
with a goody—maybe a family walk in the 
park for you and a lunch at Chuck E. Cheese 
for them. A good laugh over a TV show or 
a hilarious YouTube video can give you and 
your kids stress relief, bonding, and something 
fun to laugh about together.

Plant Seeds of Discipline. Discipline and 
freedom go hand in hand. Some of us are too 
stingy with the freedom and some are too lax 
about the discipline. When we give a freedom, 
what’s the new responsibility, and when we 
hand over a responsibility, where is the new 
freedom?

Plant Seeds of Growth. It’s a paradox: 
the more our kids need us, the more we need 

to focus on self-care. When things get stress-
ful, we need to double down on taking care of 
ourselves. It feels selfi sh, but it’s really the best 
energy source to continue planting, sowing, 
tending and harvesting all our little seeds with 
patience, love and compassion.

What NOT to Plant. Yelling, nagging, 
reminding, rescuing, enabling, scolding, pun-
ishing, permissiveness, making excuses, doing 
things for kids they can do for themselves, 
pity, solving their problems, worrying, and not 
taking care of ourselves.

Paige Trevor is a Certifi ed Parent Educator 
and Professional Organizer. She helps parents 
through coaching, speaking and workshops. Sign 
up for the weekly Nift y Tip and check out the 
event page at www.paigetrevor.com/events to 
see upcoming events. 

A recent conversation with a coworker 
reminded me of why allowing your 
fl owers to complete their natural cycle 

is not only great for the planet, but also brings 
added joy to your own life as well.

Th is friend, Claudia, has beautiful 
gardens and takes great pride in helping them 
fl ourish and fl ower. She also keeps a very tidy 
garden—clipping off  dead fl owers, twisting 
off  leaves that are riddled with holes from 
unknown bugs, and raking up leaves in the fall 
nearly as quickly as they drop. She works hard 
on her garden and it shows.

Th is summer, nature did a little work 
of her own on Claudia. A week-long vaca-
tion in early August and the busyness of life 
post-vacation kept her away from her usual 
garden tidying for longer than normal. Th ose 
unsightly-to-her-eye fl owers that would have 
been snapped off  once they died stood in 
place—brown among the purples and oranges 
of other fl owers.

Looking out of her window one morning, 
Claudia saw a new color. Something incredibly 
vibrant golden yellow, a new color in her gar-
den, caught her eye. It was an American gold-
fi nch, a bird she had never seen in her yard 

or garden before, and she quickly noticed two 
others as well. She soon realized the fi nches 
were eating the seeds off  the still-standing but 
dead Echinacea (Echinacea purpurea) fl owers. 
Had she done her normal clean up, she would 
have missed the chance to invite these little 
birds closer, and they would have missed out 
on a great food source.

Give Back to the Birds
Th ere are a host of fl owers, bushes, and trees 
that attract birds to your garden. I’ve written 
here before about American Pokeweed 
(Phytolacca americana). Th is plant shows up 
for free all over DC if you let it grow where the 
birds have “planted” it. Toxic to humans and 
pets, pokeweed berries are an excellent food 
source for catbirds, mockingbirds, cardinals, 
and sparrows among others.

Other readily-available plants that birds 
love if you allow the dead fl owers to stand 
include Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), 
common sunfl ower (Helianthus annuus), 
narrow-leafed mountain mint (Pycnanthe-
mum tenuifolium), Virginia mountain mint 
(Pycnanthemum virginianum) and almost any 
of the goldenrod species (Solidago sp.). Just be 

sure you purchase plants that haven’t been pre-
treated with any sort of pesticide (common in 
plants sold at large hardware-type stores).

If you typically focus on keeping every-
thing looking controlled and clipped, I hope 
you’ll consider giving a few plants back to the 
birds this year. Like Claudia, you might fi nd 
that you appreciate a new kind of beautiful 
when looking at dead fl owerheads because 
you now see them as bird buff ets.

Do you have a garden question or con-
cern you’d like addressed here? Contact me at 
Gloverdigthis@gmail.com.

Dig This!  

Nature-led Gardening! 
Stephanie Shain

Comfort
When I am tired and sad
she comes to my bed
curls up on my chest,
accepts my heavy hands
holding her. Her weight
on me weakens 
what weighs on me. 
Her whiskers touch
my cheeks, coax a smile.

She moves to the foot 
of the bed, positioned
like a sphinx, keeping watch.
My dear cat, Rosie.

     Edna Small
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mortgage terms are available to you when 
you are ready to buy or – if you already own 
– when you want to re  nance your exist-
ing mortgage. Take a look at how monthly 
payments could vary on a $216,000  xed-
rate, 30-year mortgage (source: myFICO.) 

REAL ESTATE WATCH

Maggie Simpson, Realtor
MaggieSimpson@LNF.com 
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Long and Foster
Christie’s International RE
Licensed in DC, MD and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 966-1400

FAIR ISAAC and Your Home

FICO Score Interest 
Rate

Monthly Payment

760-850 3.41%   $959
700-759 3.63%    $986
680-699 3.81% $1,007
660-679 4.02% $1,034
640-659 4.45% $1,088
620-639 5.00%  $1,159

Fair Isaac is the corporation established 
back in 1956 by Bill Fair and Earl Isaac as an 
analytics software company. Today, known 
as FICO, it’s the company whose reporting 
ultimately determines whether or not you’ll 
qualify for a mortgage, a car loan, or a credit card. 

Fair Isacc created the FICO score to help 
lenders decide on the credit risks of custom-
ers by ranking them according to how well they 
manage their credit and loans. It was widely 
adopted by banks in the early 1990s and by 
the mortgage industry in 1995. Your FICO 
score depends on whether you’ve made 
payments consistently on time (35%); how 
much you owe vs. your credit limits (30%); 
the length of your credit history (15%); credit 
mix – e.g. installment loans vs. credit cards 
(10%); and the number of credit/loan accounts 
you’ve opened, or tried to open, recently. 
Because amount owed versus credit limit counts 
so heavily, someone who owes $100,000 may 
have a much higher score than someone with 
a lower credit limit who owes only $10,000.

How does this relate to your home? Your 
FICO score will help determine what sort of 

Want to Know What Your Home is Worth? 
Go to www.DCPropertyValues.com

The difference between the highest and 
lowest score amounts to $72,000 over a 
30-year mortgage! So start building your cred-
it history and scores, even if it means  credit 
card piggybacking with parents. When it comes 
time to buy a home, you’ll be very glad you did!



GoodGuys
Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment 

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com
202.333.8128

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am

The kitchen is always open!

October at Guy Mason Recreation Center
Free Special Events & Programs
3600 Calvert Street, NW — 202 727-7527

***  Special Event  ***
Friday, October 4, 12–2 p.m. Concert, 
Conversation & Lunch 
Please join us for a wonderful concert, delicious lunch, 
and guided discussion. Meet new people and learn 
something new. Register for the event at Iona’s event 
website: https://www.aroundtowndc.org/   

Programs

Friday, October 25, Free For All
11 a.m., Scrabble; 12 p.m., Lunch with friends and neighbors; 
and 1 p.m. Film, Alice Neel: Artist, the Life and Work of 
Alice Neel (1900–84) an American portrait painter. Directed 
by her son and featuring interviews with friends, artists, 
scholars, and family members. 

New Classes

Yoga, Thursday, 7–8 p.m. Starts September 19. As the class 
size is limited, PLEASE REGISTER by calling 202-727-7527 or 
emailing guymasonevents@gmail.com.  

Tai Chi, Fridays, September 27–November 15. 4–5 p.m.  As 
the class size is limited, PLEASE REGISTER by calling 202-
727-7527 or emailing guymasonevents@gmail.com.  

Global warming is fi nally taking center stage in the minds of people 
throughout the world. As anxiety levels rise, the call to action, 
especially at the local level, is becoming the antidote to gloom and 
the fear that we might not win this one.

Glover Park Village Green is our new neighborhood alli-
ance formed to fi ght global warming in every way possible. With a 
focus on raising awareness within Glover Park and strengthening 
advocacy in the District of Columbia, Village Green invites everyone 
concerned about the eff ects of climate change to join the powerful 
voices calling for action.

Late in June, Councilmember Mary Cheh spoke at Guy Mason 
Recreation Center about the range of laws, bills, and other council 
activities related to making the District of Columbia a “green” leader 
in the country. She outlined the need for more energy-effi  cient 
buildings, smarter and cleaner transportation, renewables becoming 
our default energy source, composting, recycling, and eliminating 
plastic bottles in our town. Ambitious goals, essential to our future.

In September, a dozen Glover Park neighbors met for the fi rst 
time and pledged to pick up the gauntlet. Th e group, organized as 
the Glover Park Village Green, is now working on a range of issues 
to raise awareness and encourage greener practices and habits. 

Glover Park Village Green’s next meeting will be held at Guy 
Mason Recreation Center in early October.  Please call (202) 436-
5545 if you would like to join this local eff ort. Each voice is impor-
tant and every action helps drive carbon out of our atmosphere.

Glover Park Village Green 
Fighting Climate Change Locally
Holley Pollinger


