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Glover Park

Bringing Life to Our Main Street

Art All Night 2021
Randy Rieland

Fire dancer Rosalie Ash.Late night at Social Beast.Local photographer Joe Goldberg on the Plaza.

Local artist Tim Silva from UpcycleDC.com and wife 
at Launch Workplaces.

Volunteer Amanda Gant handling check-in at 
Glover Park Hotel.

Part of the crowd on the Avenue.

Fire dancing!  Six live bands! A wings-eating 
contest!

All were part of the Art All Night event 
on Friday September 24, that brought a big 
crowd back to Glover Park’s commercial strip 
along Wisconsin Avenue. As many as 1,000 
people joined the festivities, according to Kate 
Dean, executive director of Glover Park Main 
Street (GPMS).

“We were blown away and so excited to 
see people having fun together in the neigh-

borhood,” she said. “People seemed to have a 
blast, and the businesses had a great night.”

In addition to taking in the live perfor-
mances, attendees could also view the work 
of 19 local artists on display at eight differ-
ent locations and six bands were on hand to 
entertain. 

It’s the 10th anniversary of Art All Night, 
sponsored by the city’s Department of Small 
and Local Businesses and the DC Commis-
sion on Arts & Humanities, but the first time 

Glover Park has been a participant. GPMS 
also contributed funding to host it. 

Dean said she hopes to do the event 
in Glover Park again next year, but that will 
depend on community support.  “We chose 
to put on Art All Night for the community 
rather than as a fundraising event,” she said. 
“But nights like that are only possible if 
people are willing to support and donate to 
Main Street.” 

Credit: Glover Park Main Street. See more photos on page 7.
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President’s Report
Glover Park Autumn Events
Maggie Simpson

Glover Park Citizens’ Association
Tuesday, October 5, 2021
Social Beast, 2340 Wisconsin Ave.
6:30 p.m. (business portion begins 
at 7 p.m.)

Meet and Greet
Police Report
Glover Park Whole Foods Market
    Plans
DDOT Removal of Parking/Bike 
    Lanes
Motion for Maintenance/ 
   Replacement of GP Welcome
   Signs
Household Hazardous Waste 
   Recycling Service
Guy Mason Activities
Treasurer’s Report
Secretary’s Report
Membership Report

For updates, check www.gpcadc.
org & Glover Park list serv (https://
groups.io/g/GloverPark)

Our September meeting at the BreadSoda 
patio was different: lots of traffic noise and 
straining to be heard, but also lots of fun 
meeting our neighbors in person! We’re going 
to take advantage of the still-warm weather 
and again gather outdoors at a local business 
for our October meeting—but this time it will 
be quieter. Please join us on October 5 at 
6:30 p.m. to mingle at Social Beast, 2340 
Wisconsin Avenue NW, where the outdoor 
space is in the back. GPCA will provide some 
snacks, but please be prepared to order your 
own drinks and any other food you’d like. 
Let’s spend a lot and help support the venue! 
We’ll be chatting with neighbors until 7 p.m., 
when the “business portion” of the meeting 
will begin.

A highlight of our October meeting will 
be a presentation by the Whole Foods Market 
Store Leadership Team for Glover Park. They 
will introduce themselves and talk about what 
they plan to offer at the new store, including 
intriguing new technology. Heads up, though, 
that they are not yet able to give us an opening 
date.

Vital ANC Meeting
Many neighbors have come together to 
oppose the DDOT plans for bike lanes on 
Tunlaw Road and 37th Street because they 
would remove so much parking and cause 
safety issues. After their July presentation 
and our ANC commissioners’ letter objecting 
to the plans, DDOT was expected to return 
with alternatives. Now it’s not clear whether 
DDOT will attend the upcoming ANC3B 
meeting. Still, we must be vigilant to ensure 
that our concerns are addressed with a viable 

alternative plan, so attend the ANC3B meeting 
on October 14 at 7pm and continue to voice your 
concerns! See www.ANC3B.org for timing, access 
and the meeting agenda.

Hazardous Waste Recycling
As we head into the colder months, it’s a good 
time to think about preparing our homes for 
winter’s harsh conditions. Since most of us will 
be spending more time indoors, it’s important 
also to get rid of hazards like weed and insect 
killers, aerosols, paint thinners, etc. GPCA will 
be sponsoring a recycling event for household 
hazardous waste on Saturday, October 23. We’ll 
be loading up a truckload to take to the Fort 
Totten Transfer Station. I’ll send out details 
via email to members and will also post on the 
Glover Park listserv (groups.io/g/GloverPark.)

Holiday Planning
Halloween may look a bit different this year: 
Allen Chester has decided to “retire” from 
providing his display of eerie zombies and 
demons—oh no! We haven’t yet heard of other 
plans, but given our neighborhood’s penchant for 
celebrating October 31, it’s sure to be as rollicking 
as ever here in Glover Park! Check the listserv for 
updates.

As we approach the hectic winter holiday 
season, it’s not too soon to start planning. Keep 
an eye out for alerts about GPCA’s “coat drive” 
next month for the benefit of Communities in 
Schools, an organization aiming to surround stu-
dents with a community of support, empowering 
them to stay in school and achieve in life. 

In December, we’ll co-host the neighbor-

hood holiday party with Stoddert Elemen-
tary’s Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). 
We will once again host this event outdoors 
and have activities for all. We’ll have a 
donation drive, Santa, fire pits, guess the 
gelt, and some hot drinks so you can enjoy 
yourself whatever the weather may be.

I look forward to seeing you at Social Beast 
on October 5!

http://www.ANC3B.org
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Police Report. Lieutenant Johnson reported 
that the level of crime, month over month, has 
seen a slight decrease. In the past thirty days, 
there were 17 theft from autos, 1 stolen auto, 
8 thefts in general, and 2 robberies. There were 
2 violent crimes: a carjacking that is still an 
open case and an iPod theft in Woodley Park. 
Lieutenant Johnson also reassured neighbors 
that police were prepared for the upcoming 
September 18 protest. MPD anticipated 
750 participants. Extra security was planned, 
per usual, for the Vice President’s residence. 

Update on Bike Lanes. Tom Frank—who 
described himself as a huge fan of cycling 
and of bike lanes—said he does not, however, 
support DDOT’s current proposal. He’s in 
favor of bike lanes that 1) Discourage motor 
vehicle traffic, 2) Improve cyclist safety, 
and 3) Respect neighborhoods. He believes 
DDOT’s current proposal fails on all three 
of these things. His suggestion is that Glover 
Park provide an alternative rather than just 
opposing the current proposal. He urged 
consideration of a proposal that primarily 
focused on creating unprotected bike lanes 
that are cyclist-only during rush hours. He 
believes this accomplishes DDOT’s goals 
and preserves parking. He offered to write a 
formal proposal that neighbors could sign on 
to. Anyone interested can be put in contact 
with Tom by reaching out to the GPCA at 
secretary@gpcadc.org. 

GPCA Neighborhood Survey Update. 
Lisa McCluskey announced that 122 people 
responded to the survey—of which, 40% 
were current members; 22% have never been 
GPCA members, and the remainder had been 
members at some point. 

A few things of note from the responses: 
People expressed confusion over membership 
status and would like more clarity on what 
the GPCA does. Over 90% of respondents 
had heard of or read the Gazette and a strong 

GPCA September 2021 Meeting Minutes
Andrea Cuba

majority think the Gazette should continue 
as a fully digital version posted on the 
GPCA website. There was also substantial 
interest in a condensed print version with 
links to a full online version. The top three 
things respondents wanted from the GPCA 
were 1) Plan community service events like 
electronics recycling, 2) Share information 
that connects the community, 3) Advocate 
for residents’ interests with the ANC and the 
City Council. Additional comments cited 
interest in having local guest speakers, con-
cern over neighborhood tree maintenance, 
trash and rat abatement, and dog waste 
receptacles. Lisa stated that all feedback 
was appreciated and will be used to guide 
the GPCA going forward. She also asked 
attendees to start thinking about the holiday 
party in December, which is co-sponsored 
with the Stoddert PTO. The winner of the 
$50 Visa Card was Jane Brookstein! 

Glover Park Welcome Signs. Jarrett Ferrier 
introduced a motion asking that the GPCA 
replace the images of the four existing 
“Welcome to Glover Park” signs with new 
images of the same design at a cost of 
materials not to exceed $450. Labor costs 
are not included, as the proposal would 
use volunteers to scrape off the old images 
and put up replacement images. President 
Maggie Simpson amended the motion to 
instead have the GPCA coordinate with the 
Glover Park Main Street to replace the signs 
with a new design that would integrate well 
with the Glover Park Main Street banners 
and help create a cohesive feel to the 
neighborhood. The motion was seconded 
but did not pass as it fell short of the 12 
votes needed. It will be reintroduced at the 
next meeting. 

Rat Abatement. Glover Park resident Lucy 
Mencia called out unkept conditions along 
Wisconsin Avenue, particularly behind 

Chipotle, that are contributing to the current 
rat problem in the neighborhood. A motion 
was introduced for the GPCA to write a letter 
to Glover Park Main Street, DPW, and the 
ANC citing the increase in rats and the lack of 
proper trash disposal behind the restaurants on 
Wisconsin Avenue. The motion did not pass 
as it fell short of the 12 votes needed. It will be 
reintroduced at the next meeting. Ms. Mencia 
will draft the letter. 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Alicia Allison 
shared that the Association has no outstanding 
debts. She stated that the Association has a cash 
balance of close to eighteen thousand dollars 
with close to two thousand in cash receivables. 
She also highlighted that an annual donation 
was made the past month to contribute $500 
to support the Second District MPD Annual 
Awards Banquet. She expects that the balance 
will change once preparations begin for Glover 
Park Day 2022. 

Secretary’s Report. A motion to accept the June 
2021 minutes was made, seconded and passed.

New Business. President Maggie Simpson 
announced that the GPCA will be hosting a 
household hazard waste recycling event; more 
details will be provided in the coming weeks. 
Jarrett Ferrier also reminded attendees of the 
upcoming Art All Night event on September 24 
from 6 to 10 p.m. and mentioned that volunteers 
are welcome. More information can be found at 
https://gloverparkmainstreet.org/art-all-night
 
Next Meeting. The next GPCA meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, October 5, at Social Beast 
on Wisconsin Avenue. Plan to come at 6:30 
to socialize with your neighbors; the official 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.  

Adjournment. President Maggie Simpson 
adjourned the meeting at 7:54 p.m.

Parking Program Update

ParkDC Permits are available Districtwide for residents in 
Residential Permit Parking (RPP) zones and their visitors.

Residents can set up their accounts and issue permits for 
visitors, contractors, or home health aides. To set up an 
account, visit: https://www.parkdc.com/pages/permits. 

2020 Annual Visitor Parking Passes are no longer valid.

https://www.parkdc.com/pages/residential#residential_permit_parking
https://www.parkdc.com/pages/permits 
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ANC3B News 

September 2021 Meeting Report
Melissa Lane
Police Report.  Lt. Paul Johnson reported 
on local crimes from the previous month, 
including a carjacking of a delivery driver’s 
vehicle in the 2300 block of Wisconsin Avenue 
and an assault with a deadly weapon on 
Massachusetts Avenue. 

For the September 18 demonstration 
planned on the National Mall, he said all MPD 
officers and other police forces in the region 
would be fully activated, with the National 
Capitol Police taking the lead. Asked about 
how the MPD Chief is dealing with increases 
in crime, Lt. Johnson said that patrols are 
being sent to hot spots and more resources are 
being dedicated to getting perpetrators off the 
street. Lt. Johnson also advised residents to 
follow safe practices, such as avoiding going to 
ATMs alone in the middle of the night. 

Laliguras’ request for an entertainment 
endorsement and full hours for alcohol 
service. Commissioner Blumenthal reported 
that Laliguras has applied to ABRA for 
permission to offer karaoke entertainment in 
its establishment at 2232 Wisconsin Avenue 
and to increase its hours of alcohol service 
to the maximum allowed. She introduced a 
proposed settlement agreement with ANC3B 
to allow music until 1 a.m. Sunday through 
Thursday and until 2 a.m. Friday and Saturday, 
and extend business hours and alcohol service 
one hour longer, like other restaurants and 
bars in the area. The Commission adopted a 
resolution supporting the proposed settlement 
agreement and the live entertainment 
endorsement.

Clean Decisions to continue as “Clean 

Team” on Wisconsin Avenue commercial 
strip. Commissioner Blumenthal 
introduced a resolution to support Clean 
Decisions’ application for a grant from DC 
Department of Small and Local Business 
Development (DSLBD) to continue serving 
our community as the Clean Team in the 
coming year.

DDOT Proposals for Bike Lanes on New 
Mexico/Tunlaw/37th Street Corridor. The 
Commissioners provided an update on 
the potential DDOT project to improve 
safety for bicyclists and other users of 
the corridor from Nebraska Avenue to 
Reservoir Road, through ANC3B, ANC3D 
in Wesley Heights, and ANC2E in Burleith. 
Several people spoke at the meeting, for 
and against options DDOT has presented. 
At the ANC3B July meeting, as part of 
DDOT’s Community Engagement process, 
agency representatives made a presentation 
outlining several alternatives they had 
reviewed over recent months to improve 
biking facilities on the corridor, and taking 
questions and comments. 

DDOT has been considering residents’ 
comments about the various alternatives, 
but told ANC3B that the staff will not be 
prepared to present any further options or 
details about the alternatives until October. 
The Commission adopted a letter to DDOT 
stating that ANC 3B has not seen any 
proposals for bike lanes on the Tunlaw–
37th corridor south of Calvert that appear 
practical or feasible. The letter also noted 
residents’ calls for improving safety for 
bicyclists on Tunlaw north of Calvert, and 

recommended better signage alerting people 
to the presence of biking facilities, including 
south of Calvert Street, as well as improved 
safety for pedestrians at crosswalks and 
intersections. The Commission urged DDOT 
to come back to the ANC with options that 
respond to comments from the community 
before the agency comes to a decision on a 
design to put forward as an official proposal. 

Updates and Information
Regarding the Stop Sign Camera on 37th 
Street at Whitehaven, ANC Commissioners 
have been in touch with Councilmember 
Cheh, DDOT, and MPD about the increasing 
number of $100 citations and residents’ 
concerns that the camera may not be correctly 
calibrated. CM Cheh visited the site in 
September with DDOT officials, requested 
more and better signage, and urged DDOT 
to implement an advance warning or “grace” 
period after a traffic control device is activated.

The Commission approved a letter to 
WMATA expressing concerns about the 
infrequent rush hour bus service on the D2 
(over 40 minutes between buses in the morn-
ing peak) and elimination as of September 5 of 
the long-standing 30S and 30N cross-town bus 
routes that many local residents and work-
ers have relied on. The Commissioners asked 
to meet with WMATA and DDOT planners 
to discuss future plans for bus service to the 
ANC3B community.

Next meeting:  October 14.  

zzzzzz

ANC3B Meeting
October 14, 7 p.m.
Details: anc3b.org

https://anc3b.org/october-2021-meeting/
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Results of the GPCA Survey 
Maggie Simpson

The GPCA has a public relations problem! As V.P. Lisa McClus-
key reported at the September meeting, our recent neighbor-
hood survey showed that a majority of respondents were not 

members of the GPCA. Some are no longer members because they 
don’t realize that they haven’t paid dues recently, but most are simply 
not aware of the GPCA or what the organization does. In part, this 
may be due to the absence of a printed Glover Park Gazette since 
March 2020 and the cancellation of the 2020 and 2021 Glover Park 
Day— all thanks to the pandemic. Several respondents noted that folks 
who live on 40th Street or beyond—especially those in apartment and 
condo buildings —receive little information about or from the GPCA. 
Newer residents, especially, don’t know much about GPCA or even 
the neighborhood listservs. We hope to address these issues by putting 
an updated membership program into place, and our neighbor and 
local Realtor Erin Sobanski has volunteered to provide new residents 
with Glover Park “Welcome” packets that will include lots of informa-
tion about the GPCA, how neighbors connect and our neighborhood 
traditions. We’ll also experiment with reinstating a print edition of the 
Gazette at least once a year (although a large majority of respondents 
feel a digital version is preferred and more environmentally friendly.)

One of the questions we asked in the survey was why you love living in 
Glover Park. The answers were no surprise: friendly, helpful neighbors; 
a real community feel; lots of trees; proximity to the woods; lots of 
dogs; and our wide range of age groups. However, a fair number of 
respondents said that they don’t get such feelings from the GPCA 
itself and they perceive the GPCA as a small group of very involved 
people who are not open to new ideas. One person noted that they 
participated in a few meetings when they first moved to Glover 
Park but felt there was no effort to welcome or involve newcomers. 

Obviously, this is not the vibe that GPCA wants to project, so we’ll 
need to work to do better in this regard. You can help by joining the 
GPCA and coming to our meetings. We are a volunteer organization, 
open to all in the community. Join GPCA and make it yours! 
 
Along the same lines, if you have association membership expertise, 
GPCA is looking for a Membership Co-Director to help with outreach, 
member recruitment, and member retention. Please consider 
volunteering some of your time and skills. We can provide lots of 
support with regard to knowledge of the neighborhood, and a history 
of service to the neighborhood. We need help, though, with effective 
strategies and systems, advice on the best software to use, etc.

Going forward, and taking our lead from the survey results which 
showed that community services are a top priority, GPCA will be 
hosting several recycling events, “coat” drives, and other opportunities 
to support those who are in difficult circumstances. We’ll also continue 
to monitor DC government plans that will affect our neighborhood 
and advocate for residents’ interests. We’ll co-host the winter holiday 
party and toy donation drive with the Stoddert PTO, as usual; 
hopefully Glover Park Day will be reinstated in June; and we’ll hold 
Porch Fest again next summer. Many opportunities to get involved …

Finally, will the respondent who suggested we host tethered hot-air 
balloon rides at Stoddert Field please get in touch. We may want to 
take you up on that idea, LOL! 

Thank you to all that took the time to provide feedback through the 
GPCA Survey. 



7

October 2021

More Art All Night Photos!

Credit: Glover Park Gazette
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When we parents think of “Me” time, we often feel selfish. 
That’s probably because of the ambiguities inherent in par-
enting. Is it a job? Is it a relationship? Can I take time off?” 

To get clarity, ideas, and inspiration on this confusing 
question, I did a little research by consulting parenting experts. What I 
heard is that “Me” time is not a luxury; it’s really a necessity; and a big 
piece in the effective parenting puzzle. “Me” time is how we replenish 
our parenting energy. It’s how we model self-care to our kids. It’s how 
we create and uphold mutually respectful boundaries. 

Dr. Lindsay Mallory, co-founder of www.Pandemic-Parenting.
org and Associate Professor in Psychology at Ontario Tech University, 
told me, “Ironically, it was the pandemic that gave me permission to 
say this is important enough for me to spend time on [myself]…Those 
breaks allow me to come back to the family refreshed, more patient, 
more calm with them.” She adds that it’s important that parents work 
on giving permission to themselves to have “Me” time. “Remember you 
matter, too.” We also need to widen our lens on “Me” time. Some-
times we think it’s just massages, yoga, and bubble baths, but it’s also 
permission to say “no”—no to some optional things at work, no to the 
Pinterest cupcakes for our child when store-bought might work just as 
well. Remember, how we parents are doing will affect how our kids are 
doing. 

Lisa DiSciullo, parenting coach with Parenting Matters, em-
phasized that boundaries play a big role in healthy relationships, and 
boundaries begin with ourselves. Parents want to give 100% to their 
kids 100% of the time, but this kind of parenting takes away from who 
the parent is and leads to confusion about where the child starts and 
stops. It also keeps the child from developing skills like self-soothing, 
self-care, and coping with boredom. “Carving out “Me” time,” she says 
“helps illustrate to the children that we are separate people, we love 
each other, we are attached to each other, and we are independent as 
well.”

“Me” time, she adds, also allows parents to be refreshed, gain per-
spective, discover new ideas, feel stronger and become more energized. 
“You can’t do parenting totally alone. You need help,” Lisa counsels. 
Part of the “Me” time task is to get creative on how you find alone 

time: 30 minutes while a cartoon or a show is on, 15 minutes with a 
fresh pile of books for the child to thumb through on the bed, an hour 
weekly swap with a neighbor, and a regular babysitter once a week for a 
date or social night. 

One other solution I love is the concept of “Special Time.” Special 
Time is about 20 minutes spent one-on-one with each of your children. 
You always keep the date, you do what the child wants to do, you set a 
timer, and you learn how to relax and enjoy your child. When kids get 
this nourishing, predictable dose of our attention it minimizes their 
needing our attention all the time. When we respectfully give them due 
attention, they are much more apt to respect our “Me” time. 

We have so many excuses why we can’t do “Me” time but I like to 
say, “Keep your excuses and do it anyway.” Yes, it is hard. No, it’s not 
perfect. Yes, kids will interrupt you. And it’s worth staying in the “Me” 
time game. 

Actionable Tips
•   Get creative about getting help. For reliable coverage, consider 
neighbors that you swap with, grandparents, a local teenager, or an 
older sibling to give you reliable coverage. 

•   Resist guilt feelings. Think of “Me” time as Self-Full (not selfish) 
time. You are filling yourself with what you need to thrive and can give 
back to your family.

•   Let go of control. Accept that when you are taking “Me” time, 
things might unfold a little differently than you want. The kitchen 
might be cleaned a little differently, the clothes might be folded a little 
differently. And that’s OK.

Paige Trevor is a Certified Parent Educator and Professional 
Organizer. She helps parents through coaching, speaking and workshops. 
Check out paigetrevor.com or reach out with questions or topics you’d 
like to hear about in future Parenting in the Park articles at paigetrevor@
mac.com. Paige is offering a 10% discount off organizing or parent coach-
ing for Glover Parkers, email her for more information.

Parenting in the Park
The Importance of "Me" Time for Parents
Paige Trevor

http://www.Pandemic-Parenting.org
http://www.Pandemic-Parenting.org
https://balancingactllc.net/about-paige-trevor
mailto:paigetrevor@mac.com
mailto:paigetrevor@mac.com
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Glover Park's mainstreet corridor offers a variety 
of culinary delights from casual fair to satisfy the 
whole family to exotic specialties.

Check individual websites for current menus 
and hours. All offer takeout; some offer pick-up 
with online or phone ordering. Many restaurants 
now offer indoor and outdoor dining. Several es-
tablishments offer takeout or delivery of alcohol 
(beer, wine, spirits) with food. 

The fall is a busy time! Take a break from 
cooking and cleaning—let one of our local estab-
lishments prepare dinner. Now open for dine-in, 
outdoor dining take-out and delivery. Check with 
individual restaurants for details and specials. 

Glover Park Dining Guide!

Dine in, Takeout, and Delivery Options

Glover Park Grill
gloverparkgrill.com
202-625-5400

Laliguras Indian/
Nepalese*
laligurasdc.com
202-827-4904

Mogee Tee
mogeteeusa.com
202-333-2929

Old Europe
old-europe.com
202-333-7600

Point Chaud/
Lavazza
pointchaudcafe.com
202 758-2241

Rocklands Barbeque
& Grilling Co.
rocklands.com
202-333-2558

Slate/Xiquet
slatewinebar.com
xiquetdl.com
202-913-4671

Social Beast
ghostlinedc.com
202-347-7893 

Sprig and Sprout
sprigandsproutdc.com
202-333-2569

Sweetgreen
order.sweetgreen.com
202-333-4307

Subway
order.subway.com
202-337-1080

Sushi Keiko
sushikeiko.com
202-333-3986

Wingo’s
wingos.com
202-878-6576

*Temporarily Closed

All About Burgers
aaburger.com 
202-965-7777

Angelico’s
angelicopizzeria.com 
202-333-8350

BreadSoda
breadsoda.com
202-333-7445

Chipotle Mexican Grill
chipotle.com
202-706-7508

Domino’s*
dominos.com
202-342-100

Dumplings and Beyond
places.singleplatform.com
202-338-3815

Eerkin’s
eerkins.com
202-333-3600

Einstein Bros. Bagels
einsteinbros.com
202-448-9473

Guests on the patio at Social Beast are treated to live Jazz.

http://gloverparkgrill.com
http://laligurasdc.com
http://mogeteeusa.com
http://old-europe.com
http://pointchaudcafe.com
http://rocklands.com
http://xiquetdl.com
http://ghostlinedc.com
http://sprigandsproutdc.com
http://order.sweetgreen.com
http://order.subway.com
http://sushikeiko.com
http://wingos.com
https://aaburger.com/
http://angelicopizzeria.com
http://breadsoda.com
http://chipotle.com
http://dominos.com
http://places.singleplatform.com
http://eerkins.com
http://einsteinbros.com
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Boids in the Nabe 
Box Turtles in the Nabe
Jack Everett

A chance meet-up of a box and a non-native turtle occasioned a 
flurry of turtle-related comments on the Glover Park list serv 
recently. Was the non-native an escaped pet? Were there local 

organizations that cared for non-native turtles? And what, exactly, does 
a native turtle look like?

Well, that last query is the subject of my column this month. 

For sure box turtles aren’t birds (my usual topic), but they are neigh-
bors and they are the only turtle native to Glover-Archibald Park. 
They are also the only turtle that can completely close up their shell, 
like a box. Box turtles can do this because they have a hinge on their 
bottom shell (called the plastron) allowing the legs, tail and head to be 
withdrawn and the top and bottom shells to meet, with the result that 
all you see are the two shells. No other turtle can do this.  

Box turtles emerge from dens in the spring and are most commonly 
encountered when they’re most active, right after or during rain. 
The males are a little larger (5-6 inches) and most have red eyes. The 
females are smaller with brown eyes. The male has a slightly concave 
plastron. In coloring of box turtles is brown or black with striking 
yellow or orange markings.

You rarely see small box turtles. When young they stay under logs and 
leaves and hunt for bugs and worms. As they reach adulthood, they 
grow more interested in fruit such as pokeberries, raspberries, and 
blackberries.  

Female box turtles lay eggs. She looks for a sandy place with afternoon 
sun and digs a nest, deposits the eggs, and covers the nest.  Often the 
victory gardens, both behind W street and the larger one near 42nd and 
Tunlaw, are perfect nesting areas. Although box turtles move slowly 

in the fall after they fatten up on berries, they can dig a tunnel down 
below the frost line in short order. Then they take a long nap and wait 
for spring.

Box turtles live 30–40 years, and even longer. They are typically home-
oriented and can become seriously disoriented if removed from their 
natural area. When I was a little boy and found a box turtle, I brought 
it home and wanted to keep it as a pet. My parents made me bring the 
turtle right back to where I found it. My father came along to make 
sure I did. And that is what you should do if someone brings a turtle 
home from the wonderful woods that enfold Glover Park. It is not 
legal to take a turtle from Glover-Archibald Park, which is managed 
by the National Park Service.

Eastern Box Turtle in defensive mode, credit: Jack Everett.

My Father’s Gardens

Pieces of driftwood and smooth sea-washed stones
adorn my father’s window sills. He found
them lying on the beach, gave them new homes
among the plants, his garden of lost ground.

At five, he loved the flowers his sister grew
in silent earth that also held the bones
of parents whom he only briefly knew.
He lined the borders with his treasured stones.

Later, his own garden greeted him each day.
He’d wash his grease-stained hands, give a kiss,
then tend to shrubs and blooms. We kids would play
or gather scattered stones his eyes had missed.

His flowers thrived, as do the plants he’s grown.
No garden is complete without its stones.

Edna Small
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Real Estate Watch 

It's Time for Fall Maintenance 
Maggie Simpson

Glover Park Sales of Single-Family Houses

Address Sold Price Date
  2230 Observatory    $910,000   9/08/21

  3742 W St. NW    $975,000   9/30/21

  2416 Tunlaw Rd. NW $1,060,000 10/01/21

The weather is changing and we’re beginning to anticipate cozy 
fall and winter evenings. But, first, let’s make sure that our homes 
are ready for the seasons to come.  
 
Help your deck survive what winter throws at it by restaining or 
resealing it this month. Cooler temps and lower humidity make it 
the ideal time for this project. If you don’t want to do it yourself, 
check www.GloverParkContractors.com to hire a specialist. 
 
Next, plan to tackle the yard. If you have a lawn, now is the time 
to aerate, reseed and fertilize it if needed. While you’re at it, think 
about converting to a low growing clover and grass mix. Clover 
lawns require little maintenance and they are environmentally 
friendly. They were the standard until the 1950s when chemical 
producers realized they couldn’t formulate weed-killers that 
would spare clover. (Instead, they embarked on marketing 
campaigns to convince consumers that grass-only lawns were 
the ideal!) Fall is also the perfect time to prune trees and plant 
perennials and shrubs so that they will have a chance to establish 
roots before the first freeze.

According to the American Red Cross, fires increase in the 
fall and winter, so make sure you have a fire extinguisher for 
each floor of your home and the garage. You already have fire 
extinguishers? Great! But they do break down and malfunction. 
In fact, after six years they need to be emptied and reloaded. Keep 
your home fire-safe by getting your existing fire extinguishers 
checked by a certified professional.

Before it gets too cold, clean out your dryer vent. Dryer fires are 
a real and very frightening hazard, and they most often start in 
the metal venting between your dryer and the wall. To clean, first 
unplug the dryer; then wipe out or vacuum out the tiny dryer lint 
fibers that cling to the walls of the duct. Consider using a dryer vent 
kit to do a thorough job. If your dryer has an especially long duct, 
you can call in a professional, which typically costs about $100. 
Beware that ducts bend fairly easily when you handle them, which 
you should avoid because sharp turns or bends in the tube create 
spaces for more lint accumulation. You should give your dryer vent 
a good cleaning every year, at least.

Finally, inspect your home’s exterior. Roof repairs are no fun, but 
neither are leaks—especially during winter storms. Inspect your 
roof before problems arise; and also check your gutters and the 
grading of your yard. 
It will cost you less to fix these things now and avoid future 
problems. You’ll be dry and toasty all winter long.

Guy Mason Recreation Center
October Virtual Events
Marsha Goldberg

Thursdays, October 7, October 21, and November 4, 1–2:15 p.m.
Films and Conversations: The Human Condition: Exploring Our Social Connections and 
Disconnections
Join us for a short film and participate in a facilitated discussion. The films are

October 7: My Brother’s Keeper
October 21: Stutterer
November 4: The Neighbors Window

Registration is at either the Iona Website: https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/fall-2021-online-community-conversations-
series-films-conversations/2021-09-23/ or Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/short-films-conversations-
tickets-165061277725

Wednesday, October 20 at 11 a.m.–noon 
Guy Mason Virtual Reading Group
In October, the group will be reading All That She Carried: The Journey of Ashley’s Sack, A Black Family Keepsake. 
A renowned historian traces the life of a single object handed down through three generations of Black women to craft an 
extraordinary testament to people who are left out of the archives. To join the group contact jayanthi.sambasivan@dc.gov. 

http://www.GloverParkContractors.com
https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/fall-2021-online-community-conversations-series-films-conversations/2021-09-23/
https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/fall-2021-online-community-conversations-series-films-conversations/2021-09-23/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/short-films-conversations-tickets-165061277725
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/short-films-conversations-tickets-165061277725
mailto:jayanthi.sambasivan@dc.gov
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Please visit rubinonicholsonreports.com 
for our monthly and annual Glover Park 

& Luxury Market Reports.  

Lenore G. Rubino
202-262-1261

lenorerubino@wfp.com
lenorerubino.com

Karen Nicholson
202-256-0474

karen.nicholson@wfp.com
karennicholson.com

OUR  FOREVER  HOME: GLOVER  PARK

OUR FAMILY IS LOOKING FOR OUR FOREVER HOME IN

GLOVER PARK. WE ARE SEARCHING FOR A HOME THAT

WE CAN UPDATE WHILE LIVING IN COMFORTABLY. WE DO

NOT INTEND TO FLIP THIS HOME BUT INSTEAD WE WANT

TO MAKE IT A HOME THAT WE MAKE MEMORIES IN. MY

WIFE IS A TEACHER IN NORTHWEST DC AND WE WOULD

LOVE TO LIVE CLOSE TO HER SCHOOL, WHERE WE HOPE

OUR CHILDREN WILL ATTEND. IN THIS ARRANGEMENT WE

HOPE TO MAKE THE PROCESS EASY FOR THE SELLER

AND WILL BUY YOUR HOME, AS IS, WITH CLOSING

ASSISTANCE. 

 

 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SELLING YOUR HOME 

TO A LOVING FAMILY PLEASE EMAIL:  

GPFOREVERHOME@GMAIL.COM

 

OUR FOREVER HOME

https://rubinonicholsonreports.com/
https://gpcadc.org/


How is the Market? 

Washington, DC is a city of 
more than one real estate  
market. And even in Glover Park, 
we see very different trends  
depending on the price point 
and whether the property is a 
house, condo or coop.

Call me any time for a  
market review, customized  
for your interests.

Erin Sobanski
Realtor® 

301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the 
heart of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge of 
the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small offi  ce with the big reputation.

(202) 965-8800

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 29 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Thank You Gazette Advertisers!

Has the back-to-school grind got
you stumped for what to do for

dinner??? 
Our Family Meals and Feast for Five are 

easy and delicious! 

Order online at Rocklands.com 
or call 202-333-2558

Your Hometown Barbeque Since 1990!

GoodGuys
Casual Dining & Exotic Entertainment

in Glover Park since 1966

2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
www.goodguysclub.com

202.733.1281

A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please! 

   Monday-Thursday:     12pm-2am
    Friday-Saturday :         12pm-3am
    Sunday:                             4pm-2am

https://www.compass.com/agents/erin-sobanski/
https://www.homesnap.com/Ariadne-Henry
https://rocklands.com
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/16264

