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Amid the Pandemic
Ghostline Opens; GP Businesses Scramble
Randy Rieland

For most people in the restaurant busi-
ness, COVID-19 has brought a swirl 
of uncertainty, turmoil, and pure and 

simple dread. Aaron Gordon was among 
them. 

He figured that the pandemic and its 
resulting lockdown would torpedo business 
at his two restaurants, Little Beast in Chevy 
Chase, DC, and Red Light, near Logan Circle. 
But that hasn’t happened at the former—a 
heartening surprise that could, oddly enough, 
have a ripple effect on Glover Park’s com-
mercial strip. 

That’s because Little Beast’s unexpected 
success—its takeout and delivery business 
soon surpassed what it had been doing as a 
sit-down operation—made Gordon recon-
sider things. Maybe restaurants, at least for 
the foreseeable future, need to be all about 
preparing food, and forget the serving part. 

Ghostline Opens
The result is an innovative twist on dining 
that has just opened in the space most 
recently filled by Town Hall. The idea 
behind Ghostline is to bring together a 
team of chefs in one place where they 
prepare their specialties, all for takeout or 
delivery. Multiple chefs, of course, require 
that much of the indoor space be converted 
into multiple kitchens. Beyond the logistics, 
there is a financial incentive perhaps better 
suited to pandemic uncertainties. “If we built 
a model around several chefs, Gordon said, 
“we can mitigate the risks. We could share 
the rent. We could share food costs. We could 
share our own delivery system.”

Ghostline is launching with an eclectic 
range of offerings, from ramen and sushi to 
fried chicken from around the world to the 
square “Detroit-style” pizzas, a specialty at 
Red Light. Initially, everything will be to-go, 
but Gordon hopes that soon about sixty 

socially-distanced seats will be available on 
the back patio. 

Meals can be ordered online at 
Ghostlinedc and delivered within a two-
mile radius of the restaurant. “We think 
the neighborhood’s great,” he said. “But so 
many of the great restaurants that were in 
Georgetown have moved somewhere else. 
So, there’s more of a need around here now 
for cutting-edge food.”

Glover Park Main Street Pivots
Kate Dean, executive director of Glover Park 
Main Street (GPMS), thinks the opening of 
Ghostline can provide a needed boost to a 
business community that’s been struggling, 
particularly over the past six months.

“It’s a huge opportunity,” she said. 
“It could open up a whole new future for 
that block of Wisconsin Avenue. It should 
increase foot traffic. And, it should help 
us bring some positive attention to the 
neighborhood.” 

Dean knows how valuable that would 
be. Since being hired to run the GPMS 
public-private partnership less than a year 
ago, she’s had to sharply shift its focus from 

supporting local businesses in sprucing up 
their exteriors to helping them survive some 
very tough times.

That could mean providing money to 
buy plastic shields and masks or improve 
ventilation systems. Or covering the costs of 
upgrading websites to better handle online 
ordering and payments. Or helping to cover 
delivery fees. 

Businesses Scramble to Stay Open
Altogether, the GPMS has given out 27 
grants totally $71,700 to businesses in the 
community. One recipient was Sprig and 
Sprout, the popular Vietnamese restaurant 
that opened here in 2012. Another was Wide 
World of Wines, a part of the neighborhood 
for 25 years. 

“We thought things would be shut down 
for a month, or two months tops,” said Sprig 
and Sprout co-owner Jennifer Hoang. “At first, 
we thought we would have to close down be-
cause we didn’t think we’d be able to cover our 
costs. But the next day we decided we would 
stay open and run it for as long as we can.”

In addition to the help from GPMS, 

 Ghostline restaurateur Aaron Gordon (second from left) with three of his chefs: Priya Ammu, Rock 
Harper, and Naomi Gallego.

Continued on page 3

https://ghostlinedc.com
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Join In • Make a Difference 
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!  
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!

Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.

Name(s) 

Address

 

Email

1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount 

Total Enclosed: $____ / Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007  
Make check payable to GPCA.

http://gpcadc.org
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Glover Park Citizens' Association 
Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 7 p.m.
Meeting Via Zoom

Agenda
Police Report
Ed Lazere, At-Large Candidate for 
     DC Council
Treasurer’s Report
Glover Park Main Streets Update and 
      Donation Request: Melissa Lane,  
     Jackie Blumenthal
Secretary’s Report: Approval of  
     February & March 2020 Minutes
    (see March & April Gazettes at
    gpcadc.org)
Membership Report
Motion to Suspend GPCA Bylaws to 
     permit current officers to remain in
     office until 2021 election
Slate of candidates for GPCA Officers
    (if above motion is defeated)
“Civic Doody” update: Daniel Clark
Halloween Discussion
New Business

Check gpcadc.org and the Glover Park 
listserv for agenda updates.
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Continued from page 1

President’s Report
GPCA Zoom Meeting & Election 

I send warmest greetings to every Glover 
Park neighbor. Six months into the worst 
global pandemic of our lives, our sense of 

community and our generosity have kept us 
from despair. It’s routine now for us to ask one 
another, “What do you need?” when leaving 
our homes. And many of us have needed assis-
tance in keeping medical appointments, pick-
ing up prescriptions, and being well fed, both 
by neighbors and by the Glover Park Village.

A side benefit of having more of our 
neighbors spending more time at home is that 
we have had more (masked) conversations 
with people we had barely known. Many of us 
have also walked and biked and scootered far 
more than usual. And we have all, perhaps, 
noted an abundance of new dogs. (Reminder: 
DC law requires every dog to be leashed when 
outside a fenced yard.

Upcoming GPCA Election. In ordinary 
times, we elect (or reelect) GPCA officers in 
May. Customarily, the GPCA Election Com-
mittee presents a slate in April. In May, in the 
GPCA election, members can vote for candi-
dates on this slate or nominate themselves or 
others for officer positions. 

We have not lived in ordinary times 
lately, however, and it is now nearly fall and 
our election process will need to adapt. 

Due to the dislocation of the Covid 
pandemic, this year there will be one or pos-
sibly two votes. First, there will be a motion 
offered at our September meeting to suspend 
the pertinent GPCA Bylaws and allow the or-
ganization to forgo a 2020 election and permit 
the current officers to remain in office for one 
year or the next regularly scheduled election 
in 2021. 

If the motion to suspend the Bylaws does 

NOT pass, we will proceed with presenting the 
GPCA slate of candidates in September for all 
offices (President, First Vice President, Second 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Ser-
geant at Arms). An election would then need 
to be held during the October GPCA meeting. 
As I write this, the office of Secretary does not 
have an incumbent candidate, and volunteers 
are encouraged to step forward. 

Finding Common Ground, Finally.
Neighborhood groups have a long history in 
Washington, with the first citizens’ association 
established in 1910. For many years, how-
ever, Citizen Associations represented White 
neighborhoods and Civic Associations, Black 
communities. This year, the umbrella orga-
nization, the Federation of Citizens’ Associa-
tions, is working to merge the citizen and civic 
arms into a single unit under a new, mutually 
agreed upon name.

Reminders. Please do not put those 
masks away. COVID-19 remains an omnipres-
ent threat and flu season will soon be upon us 
as well. COVID-19 is why we will be Zoom-
ing rather than meeting in person at Stoddert 
School.

Please fill out and return your census 
form if you have not already done so. All resi-
dents are eligible to participate and accurate 
numbers are essential for all aspects of good 
governance.

And, if you are 18 or older, please ensure 
that you are registered to vote and have a plan 
to vote safely and effectively.

In the spring, with the city and much of the 
nation shutting down to deal with the Covid 
virus, the Glover Park Day Committee de-
cided to move the neighborhood’s big day to 
October 3, in hopes that the fall date might be 
doable.

In August, the Committee made the deci-
sion to cancel Glover Park Day 2020 altogether 
rather than try to do some kind of modified 
event in October. The Mayor had extended 
her order to limit public gatherings through 
October 9. Since DC’s Covid numbers are 
not declining overall, the order is likely to be 
extended again. 

The committee considered several 
alternatives, but as Glover Park businesses are 
hurting (as are businesses all over the city), 
many would not be able to participate. In the 
end, it seemed a much more prudent decision 
to cancel this year and start afresh next year.
The team looks forward to 2021 and planning 
an even better Glover Park Day celebration for 
Saturday, June 5, 2021. 
     Everyone stay safe.
Amanda Gant, Cheri Meyer, and Melissa Lane
Glover Park Day Co-Chairs

Glover Park Day Postponed
Not This Year…

Sprig and Sprout was able to secure a Small 
Business Recovery Microgrant from DC 
and a Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) loan 
through the Small Business Administration. 
Still, she estimates that the restaurant can last 
only seven more months if business stays at its 
current level.

“I’m totally anxious,” Hoang said. “The 
longer this is drawn out, the harder it is for 
restaurants to keep going at this pace.” 

It’s likewise been a painful stretch for 
Wide World of Wines just down the street. 
It’s had to cancel three of its big wine-tasting 
events. Together, they usually generate $60,000 
in revenue, according to owner Hugo Linares. 

The store has been able to compensate 
with some virtual wine tastings, where cus-

tomers preorder bottles and then do a Zoom 
event with an expert. But it hardly compares 
with the in-store tastings where as many as 80 
people might be browsing the shelves.

Linares and his office manager, Chris 
Conroy, are already planning how they can 
safely host the store’s annual champagne tast-
ing event just before Thanksgiving. They figure 
they can do it in phases, 20 socially-distanced 
people at a time.

In times like these, Linares acknowl-
edged, it’s important to be flexible and stay 
positive-minded.

“I’m feeling optimistic because I’ve been 
optimistic all my life,” he said. “You have to 
keep your mind open and hope for the best. 
We’ll keep fighting. That’s the only thing we 
can do.”

Please join us on Tuesday,
September 8 for the next GPCA 
meeting via Zoom at this link.

https://gpcadc.org/event/virtual-gpca-monthly-meeting-on-september-8th/?instance_id=142
https://gpcadc.org/glover-park-gazette/
http://www.gpcadc.org
https://gpcadc.org/event/virtual-gpca-monthly-meeting-on-september-8th/?instance_id=142
https://gpcadc.org/event/virtual-gpca-monthly-meeting-on-september-8th/?instance_id=142
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ANC3B conducted two virtual public 
meetings over the summer on June 11 and 
July 9.  Attendance at the meetings ranged 
from 20 to 40 participants. Highlights from 
the meetings include:

•  Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes 
Norton gave a talk on initiatives currently 
being considered by Congress, including 
her efforts to obtain additional COVID-19 
emergency funds for DC. She also spoke of the 
vote scheduled on DC statehood on June 26 
and the DC TAG (Tuition Assistance Grants) 
program, which allows each DC resident in 
an undergraduate college program to receive 
a grant of up to $10,000 a year to cover the 
difference between in-state and out-of-state 
tuition.

•  Leah Ann Brown gave a briefing on 
the Ward 3 Mutual Aid Network, an informal 
community-based network that has been dis-
tributing food and supplies to people in need 
as a result of the pandemic.

•  ANC3B considered and passed a reso-
lution urging the DC Council to restore the 

$20.5 million originally targeted for Stoddert 
Elementary School Expansion in FY 2021. The 
Mayor’s proposed budget redirects this fund-
ing to build a new Foxhall Elementary School.

•  Presentations were made by applicants 
for a special zoning exception for a rear deck 
addition built in 2016 at 2211 38th Street as 
well as the adjoining neighbors, who oppose 
the request. Per longstanding policy, 
ANC3B voted not to support the zoning 
exception because immediate neighbors 
opposed the exception. 

•  Homeowners of 2414 Observatory 
Place presented plans to add a rear deck to 
their house that requires a Special Zoning Ex-
ception. They included letters of support from 
20 of their immediate and close-by neighbors. 
ANC 3B voted to support their request to the 
DC Board of Zoning Adjustment.

•  ANC3B voted to support a grant 
request from Friendship Place for $2,500 to 
purchase Giant and Rideshare gift cards for 
participants in the AimHire program, which 
helps formerly homeless individuals in the 

ANC3B News 

June and July Meetings 
Melissa Lane

area find and keep jobs.
•  ANC3B approved writing a letter to 

DDOT supporting installing a traffic signal 
at Wisconsin Avenue and Fulton Street. 
The intersection has long been a danger-
ous, non-signaled crossing for both cars and 
pedestrians.

•  The Commission passed a resolution 
to write a letter to the Public Service Com-
mission asking them not to support the Pepco 
Multiyear Rate Plan in light of the public 
health crisis. Pepco recently submitted a 
new request to the PSC proposing a series of 
short-term benefits to ratepayers to mitigate 
the effects of the COVID-19 emergency but 
continuing to ask for a significant rate increase 
in 2022 as well as approval of a change in PSC 
rate regulation relying on Pepco’s forecasts of 
future costs.

The next meeting of ANC3B will be a 
virtual meeting on Thursday, September 10, 
at 7 p.m.  Connection information will be 
published at anc3b.org.

As you walk around our Glover Park 
neighborhood, you may see Together or Apart 
We Are Stoddert At Heart yards signs in front 
yards. Stoddert’s Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO) provided the signs to express the 
school’s pride, spirit, and determination.  

Students kicked off this unusual school 
year by participating in a car parade or a 
masked and distanced walk around the school 
the day before. Students reported virtually on 
August 31. 

Staff worked hard over the summer to 
ensure that all students have access to learning 
devices and internet service so that learning at 
home could be successful. Stoddert enroll-
ment this year is 470, and approximately 120 
electronic devices have been distributed to 
students to enable their distance learning.

Synchronous Learning
This first semester will feature more “live” 
synchronous instruction and opportunities for 
teachers to interact individually with children 
online. For children in third–fifth grades, 
the school expects to offer three hours of 
synchronous instruction on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday, with one hour of 
synchronous instruction on Wednesday. 
     For children in kindergarten–second 
grades, there is expected to be two hours 
a day for four days a week, with one hour 
on Wednesday. For PreK students, the 
expectation is one hour a day. For all 
grade levels, breaks will be embedded as 
appropriate. Special music and art classes, 
physical education, STEM, science, and 
garden will also be available to children via 
live and taped sessions. Teachers also provide 
opportunities for the classes to interact 
together online and provide social-emotional 
learning opportunities.

A highlight of each week will be a live 
town hall every Wednesday with the whole 
school in attendance. In the past, these were 
held every Friday in the gym and included 
music, special presentations, and shows of 
school pride. While online, this weekly event 
will certainly be an opportunity for some fun. 

The PTO is also committed to making 
this year special for students and the staff. In 
the midst of distance learning, the PTO volun-
teers are determined to keep this year fun, and 

they will come up with unique ideas to make 
us all feel connected and make sure everyone 
stays informed

As always, staff and families are thank-
ful to the Glover Park community for their 
continued support of Stoddert!

Stoddert's School Year Begins
Lisa McCluskey

The Caruso family of 37th Street prepare for
third and fourth grade. 

https://anc3b.org
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In 1930, the property developer Benjamin H. Gruver put out a 
promotional brochure entitled “Glover Park: A Model Commu-
nity of Modern Homes—at Moderate Prices” that spelled out the 

advantages of the four-year-old neighborhood in which “the restful 
beauty of English architecture has been modified to meet the strenuous 
requirements of modern American living.” 

Gruver’s newspaper advertisements highlighted the most desir-
able features of the modern homes on offer. “Standard appointments 
include fine hardwood floors throughout, cedar closets, Frigidaire 
equipment, handsome brick mantels with radiant heaters, etc. The lux-
urious tile baths have pedestal lavatories, showers, built-in Pembroke 
tubs, and built-in fixtures; and the big, bright, conveniently equipped 
kitchens are a delight to the housewife. There are numerous big closets, 
double floor plugs in every room, artistic lighting fixtures, dull brass 
hardware, and the decorations are in good taste.” (“Glover Park Sales 
Show Improvement: More Than $2,000,000 in Properties Change 
Hands in Three Years,” Washington Post, November 22, 1931.)

Of course, the merits of the new development’s location were 
extolled. “The spacious grounds of Mt. Alto, the U.S. Veterans Hospital, 
form the northern boundary, a particularly desirable feature, inasmuch 
as this site was chosen because of its high and healthful location.” The 
belief that elevation afforded some protection against disease was still 

common enough to furnish a selling point.
“To the west lies the vast rugged beauty of the United States 

Government Glover Parkway (whence Glover Park gets its name), an 
enormous tract of park-like character donated to the United States 
Government by Mr. Charles C. Glover. This park lends a distinct sub-
urban atmosphere and affords unlimited safe and healthful play space 
for children as well as a recreational haven for grown-ups. A portion 
of the District’s pretentious boulevard system will, in the near future, 
extend through Glover Parkway.” It was still expected that there would 
be a north-south parkway through Glover-Archbold Park—an idea 
that was only dropped in 1967.

For more information, go to gloverparkhistory.com.

Glover Park History
Desirable Features
Carlton Fletcher

Glover Park Main Street (GPMS), a nonprofit organization founded 
by a call-to-action from the Glover Park community, launched in 
the fall of 2019. GPMS is run by me, its only staff member, and by a 
strong Board of Directors made up of your neighbors, local businesses, 
commercial real estate professionals, and property owners. We have 
the privilege of working with more than seventy small businesses from 
the Glover Park commercial corridor, as well as with building owners, 
developers, community nonprofits, and many other local stakeholders. 

All of DC’s 24 Main Street programs operate in partnership with 
the Department of Small and Local Business Development (DSLBD) 
and work to support and improve business corridors in the city. GPMS 
set out to fund streetscape improvements, promote local businesses, at-
tract more foot traffic to the neighborhood, and create a distinct sense 
of place. 

We were in operation only three months and were preparing to 
fund six facade projects when the coronavirus hit. All cosmetic work 
was put on hold. But DSLBD, in what turned out to be a prescient and 
generous move, reallocated our budget and encouraged us to grant 
money directly to businesses in need. 

As a new program, our budget wasn’t yet tied up with contracts 
or ongoing projects. We had the flexibility to shift immediately to grant 
making, and by the end of March, we had awarded five businesses a 
total of $22,000. That was just the beginning. 

As the crisis continued, the needs of the businesses changed, and 
our role evolved. For the past six months, we have been operating in 
an ad hoc, jack-of-all-trades capacity. We have given direct aid and 
technical assistance. We have linked local businesses to resources and 
funding opportunities. We have tried to keep the businesses up to date 
on the ever-changing regulatory environment, and intervene with city 
agencies, where necessary. We work in partnership with other Main 

GPMS' Unexpected First Year 
Kate Dean, GPMS Executive Director

Streets, particularly with Georgetown and our colleagues in Ward 3. 
Councilmember Mary Cheh and her staff have been valued partners, 
providing us with resources, opportunity, and problem solving. 

To date, GPMS has provided more than 280 hours of technical 
assistance services, funded 27 projects, and injected $71,700 directly 
into the Glover Park business community. We have underwritten new 
lines of business; funded the purchase of new hardware, software, and 
payment systems; fixed HVACs; paid for promotions; sourced and 
procured hard-to-get PPE; and helped with monthly operating costs, as 
just a few examples. 

The city and its business community remain under the Mayor’s 
pandemic orders, and COVID-19 continues to affect how businesses 
may operate and serve customers. While GPMS is ready to return to 
our plan for streetscape and facade improvements, we remain uncer-
tain about how the crisis will evolve in the months ahead. We are pre-
paring to navigate increasing challenges and will continue to respond 
to the needs of our local businesses.

We also want to partner with you. Without the neighborhood 
coming together to build GPMS a year ago, the effect of the pandemic 
on Glover Park businesses could have been dire. But because of you, 
businesses have received funding, regular advocacy, media attention, 
and had access to the city’s microgrant program where local businesses 
were awarded nearly $150,000.  

Until we can safely gather again for Glover Park Day and at our 
favorite local hot spots, we ask you and your friends and neighbors to 
please continue to patronize Glover Park businesses. Your regular sup-
port is needed. It is an investment in where you live.
     To support the work of Glover Park Main Street, visit                 
gloverparkmainstreet.org, follow us on social media, donate, and sign-
up to get involved.

https://www.gloverparkmainstreet.org
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How do we manage those largely out-of-our-control stressors and 
reset when they start to infringe on our daily routines?
Anxiety, overwhelmingness, and upset are natural nervous system 
responses to stress. With all that’s going on in the world, it’s important 
to build a little extra time into our day to process strong emotions. 

     Also, getting out of our heads and into our bodies helps dial 
down the nervous system.

     •  Sleep and exercise more. 
     •  Consume less caffeine and alcohol.
     •  Take mid-day snuggle breaks with children and pets.
     •  End emotionally draining days with a family pillow fight 
         or dance party. 

What can we do to keep the peace in our homes? 
Determine the underlying source of power struggles (i.e. disrespect, 
fatigue, stress, boredom). If your children are involved, research their 
developmental stages. You must know what’s appropriate behavior, at 
various ages, before you can address it. 
     Also, tidy, peaceful homes help de-stress. Declutter and encourage 
family members to create (and spend time in) their own “peace 
corners.”

How can we minimize the stress associated with distance or 
blended learning?

Remind yourself that you are not a professional child educator. 
Remember that your relationship with your children is more impor-

tant than their curriculum. Lean on your village. 
•  Find an older student to tutor or help with homework. 
•  Ask grandparents to read with young children, via phone or 
   Zoom.
•  Enlist the support of the school counsellor, paraprofessionals, 
    and administration, as needed.   

What can we do about screen time?
Screens saved us in the spring. But there is a price to pay for excessive 
screen time. Children aren’t wired to sit or be quiet for hours and 
hours. Once again, we must lean on our village to find healthy, safe 
alternatives. The more we can think of screens as a health and safety 
issue, the more we can find our calm resolve to uphold reasonable 
limits. 

Remember, our kids are using the screens exactly how they have 
been designed to be used—rewarded for checking, slightly addictive, 
always wanting more. Being angry at your kids for this is not useful. 
Instead, acknowledge their upset as the limits are upheld, and don’t 
expect them to hand over devices gracefully all the time.

Paige Trevor is a Certified Parent Educator and Professional Orga-
nizer. She helps parents through coaching, speaking and workshops. Sign 
up for the weekly Nifty Tip at www.paigetrevor.com.

Glover Park Parent—feel free to reach out to me during this time! 
Happy to lend an ear.

Parenting in the Park  

Pandemic Parenting: FAQS
Paige Trevor

James Ruyak was born January 28, 2020 to Chris and Brittany, the 
family lives on 38th Street.

Maya Panikoff of 37th Street was born on April 7 to Jonathan and 
Jessica Panikoff and sister Ellie.

Krish Garg was born to Nisha and Arpit and big sister Leela of            
W Street on May 17.

Babes in the Nabe
Lisa McCluskey

Experts with Glover Park homes  
Lenore G. Rubino

202-262-1261
lenorerubino@wfp.com

lenorerubino.com

Karen Nicholson
202-256-0474

karen.nicholson@wfp.com
karennicholson.com

2418 Wisconsin Ave.
www.rocklands.com

30 Years and
Still Smokin’!

Thank you to all our wonderful
guests over the years. We could
not have done this without you!

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
Many references
Great Prices

j

j
j

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday 301.593.0131

Eleanor M. Ireland of 37th Street was born on July 17. Her parents, 
Kate and Jackson, and dog brother Elvis are all over the moon!

Dylan Sandwick was welcomed to 42nd Street on July 20 by Mike 
Sandwick, Melina Papadopoulos and big sister Marley.

William Welsh of 37th Street was born on July 23 to Lauren and Kevin 
and big brothers Dylan, Gabriel and Julian.

33333

http://balancingactllc.net/about-paige-trevor
http://lenorerubino.com
https://rocklands.com
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We’re all working through the impact of Covid-19 in our 
daily lives and while that impact has been mostly negative, 
it’s a different story in local real estate. Take a look at the 

chart, below, what has happened to the median property sale price in 
the Washington D.C. area (DC and Alexandria, Arlington, Fairfax, and 
Montgomery Counties).   

Half of all properties that changed hands in July, including the smallest 
studio apartments and the most run down “fixer-uppers,” sold at prices 
above $465,000—and that median mark is a full 10% higher than it 
was in July 2019. Amazing.  

     Some potential sellers have taken a time out, further reducing 
our already limited inventory of homes for sale. At the same time, 
mortgage interest rates have hit historic lows and this is stoking buyer 
demand. Limited supply and high demand, as always, mean higher 
prices. 

     To put this in context: the median sale price nationwide was

Real Estate Watch 

Local Values Continue to Rise Despite Virus
Maggie Simpson

Georgetown basketball Coach John Thompson, Jr. died on August 30, 
triggering an outpouring of tributes to the man and the coach from 
sportswriters near and far.
     John was my high-school classmate—same class, same age—in the 
late 1950s.  He played basketball for our school team. You can read 
about that famous team, John Carroll High School, in the history 
books. John led the team to undefeated seasons, including against 
college teams. 
     This is the story that I most fondly remember of John. One day, 
perhaps in the 10th grade, I was in the classroom hallway, late, after 
classes had ended for the day, few other students around. John ap-
proached me and asked if he could borrow a dime. In those days, it 
might have been all the money I had, but I promptly gave it to him.  

Remembering John Thompson, Jr.
Paul Friday

He wanted to call and check on his mom, he explained. (You can find 
an article or two describing his devotion to his mother.)
     A few days later I was in the gym and John surprised me by walk-
ing across the floor, thanking me, and returning my dime! He didn’t 
know me well, we had met only once, and I was surprised even that 
he remembered who I was.  I hadn’t expected he would return the 
dime. In fact, I had forgotten it, but he had not. I was stunned and at 
a loss for words. 
     That was my lifetime interaction with John Thompson, and this 
small story is my testimony to his integrity and honesty. 
     John remembered that dime for several days until he again found 
me. 
     In return, for 63 years, I never forgot this story of him.

Sales of Single-Family Houses
(Glover Park, July 1-August 25, 2020)

Address Price
2028 37th St NW    $750,000 
2218 Hall Pl NW $1,400,000
2311 Huidekoper Pl NW $1,057,500
3719 W St NW    $965,000
3909 W St NW $1,010,000
2229 39th Pl NW $1,095,000
2309 Huidekoper Pl NW $1,010,000

3812 Benton St NW $1,050,000
3860 Calvert St NW $1,123,000

$349,000 in July, an increase of 8.5% over July 2019. The DMV real 
estate market continues to be one of the hottest in the country!

Source: Long and Foster Real Estate



2233 Wisconsin Ave NW
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 333-6378 | acehardwaredc.com

Expires 10/11/20. Max 5 gallons ben or Regal. Not valid with
another offer or previous purchase. See store for details.

Guy Mason Recreation Center
September Special Activities
3600 Calvert Street, NW — 202 727-7527

Ariadne knows that people are at the heart 
of every transaction.

Personal, professional service, knowledge 
of the business and 20 years experience.

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your 
needs in DC & VA.

The small office with the big reputation

(202) 965-8800

How is the Market? 

Washington, DC is a city of 
more than one real estate  
market. And even in Glover Park, 
we see very different trends  
depending on the price point 
and whether the property is a 
house, condo or coop.

Call me any time for a  
market review, customized  
for your interests.

Erin Sobanski
Realtor® 

301.922.4618
erin.sobanski@compass.com

We will be holding the meeting via Zoom, which you can access on your computer or even your phone. 
To register for the meeting, click this link:

https://gpcadc.org/event/virtual-gpca-monthly-meeting-on-september-8th/?instance_id=142

Thursday, September 10, 1– 2:15 p.m.
What IF Online Community Conversation: 
The Future of Sports and Fitness 
A four-part series. Please register for the first program 
at:
https://www.aroundtowndc.org/event/What-if-the-future-
of-sports-and-fitness-a-four-part-virtual-exploratory-con-
versation-series/2020-09-10.

Wednesday, September 16, at 11 a.m.
Guy Mason Reading Group (Zoom edition)
This month’s book is Celestial Bodies by Jokha Alhar-
thi, winner of the 2019 Man Booker International Prize. 
If you would like to join the group and borrow a library  
copy of the book, jayanthi.sambasivan@dc.gov. 
All are welcome.

Wednesday, September 16, Noon
Virtual Concert Series: Singer-Harpist 
Giuseppina Ciarla
Register at www.aroundtowndc.org/events/summer-
2020-virtual-concert-series/.

Still

the sun rises

and sets…

still

Edna Small

Join Us for an Online Meeting of the GPCA!
September 8 at 7 p.m.
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