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Will Trader Joe's Provide the Spark?
Randy Rieland

T

he revolving door that is the Glover
Park business community kept spinning over the summer, and the good
news is that a big name in retail made its
entrance.
In July, Trader Joe’s, the novel neighborhood grocery, opened its fifth D.C. store at
2101 Wisconsin Avenue, just a few blocks
down the street from the long-shuttered
Whole Foods.
“Everyone has been very nice to us,”
said Tom Senior, the store’s manager. “We
have also reconnected with some folks that
shopped at other locations and they are very
excited for us to be here.”
He said that although the new Trader
Joe’s has been open only a month and a half,
it’s become clear that wine and cheese are
favorites of local shoppers. So are pet treats.
“We have seen quite a few animal lovers
at the store and they’ve told us their pets are
hooked,” Senior said.
It’s still way too soon, however, to
say if Trader Joe’s can provide the spark to
revitalize a business community that has
sagged since Whole Foods shut down back
in March 2017. The pre-trial discovery phase
of the prolonged legal battle between Whole
Foods—now owned by Amazon—and Wical
Partnership, the property’s landlord, just
ended last month.
To recap: After the store received notices
from the District for a rodent problem,
Whole Foods wanted to do an extensive
renovation. But because the project would
have taken longer than the 60 days permitted
in the rental contract, Wical threatened to
terminate the lease. Whole Foods sued Wical.
So it goes.
Goings and Comings. While she
said she’s happy to see Trader Joe’s settle into
Glover Park, Jackie Blumenthal, vice chair of
the local Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC), isn’t ready to declare it a turning
point.

“It’s great to have Trader Joe’s here, and
from what I’ve seen, it’s attracting customers,”
she said. “There hasn’t been much buzz about
it, however—maybe because it’s summer. It
will be a while before we can assess any sense
of impact.”
In the past few years, the stream of businesses leaving the neighborhood’s business
district has been heavier than those arriving.
Among those that have left are Brueggers Bagels, Starbucks, Rite-Aid, Mad Fox Brewery,
Heritage India, Jimmy Johns and Mason Inn.
Over the summer, Surfside announced that
after 12 years in Glover Park, it will close its
restaurant here later this year. It plans to open
a new location in Tenleytown in October.
Angelico’s Pizza also will close here at the end
of the year.
Going against that flow are Wingo’s,
which moved into the Mad Fox space a year
ago and Pont Chaud Creperie, which will
soon open in the Starbucks location. Also,
Laliguras Bistro, an Indian and Nepalese restaurant, should open in the Brueggers Bagels
space this fall.
The loss of Whole Foods as a draw to
the retail strip on Wisconsin Avenue has

undoubtedly been a factor in the recent bump
in storefront vacancies. But so have escalating rents and changing demographics from
younger adults in group houses to more
young families.
In an effort to aid the local business
community in regaining its footing, a group
of neighborhood residents called the Glover
Park Alliance will soon be submitting an application for a grant from D.C.’s Main Streets
program. It’s a public-private partnership
designed to help revitalize business corridors
in the city through retaining and recruiting
businesses and improving commercial properties and streetscapes. Blumenthal said the
Alliance should hear by the end of September
if it will receive a Main Streets grant.
In the meantime, the staff at Trader
Joe’s is doing its part to connect with its new
neighborhood. For starters, it has gone heavy
on stained glass signs as a nod to the notable
structure a bit up Wisconsin Avenue.
“In preparation for the opening, we did
some research to develop our store’s theme,”
Senior said. “We saw that one of Charles
Glover’s accomplishments was the building of
the National Cathedral.”
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If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.
1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount
Total Enclosed: $____

Glover Park Gazette

/ Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007
Make check payable to GPCA.
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Email
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President’s Report

In the Afterglow of a Great Glover Park Day
Karen Pataky

J

une brought us the best ever Glover Park
Day #30. Highlights included a new layout
on Guy Mason’s ballfield and a zipline,
which many attendees, including our Councilmember Mary Cheh, enjoyed.
Mayor Bowser also joined us and
presented the Glover Park Day Team with a
Proclamation of “June 1, 2019, as Glover Park
Day.” The beautifully framed Proclamation
will be shown off at our September GPCA
meeting and then will be displayed at Guy Mason Recreation Center for all to enjoy forever.
It has been the summer of rain and more
rain, and then dreadful heat waves. We have
seen an unusual abundance of wading pools
and frequent water hose wet-downs of our
children and our dogs, and our birdbaths and
gardens.
Hopefully autumn will be temperate
enough that we can enjoy eating and drinking
outside again.

Some exciting new restaurants have
opened on Wisconsin Avenue. I have eaten
at all of them and encourage everyone to
welcome the proprietors and enjoy both the
creative foods and special drinks at Eerkins
Uyghur Cuisine and Tea Bar, Wingo’s Glover
Park, and Moge (bubble)Tee DC. Of course,
we all continue to enjoy our longtime favorite
restaurants as well.
And Glover Park has a grocery store
again! Trader Joe’s opened Saturday, July 20.
It is the first business to open in the development on the site of the old Holiday Inn.
Hooray!
Please join us for the September GPCA
meeting on Tuesday September 3. Special
guests scheduled are Tom Senior, manager of
Trader Joe’s and Linda Jones, Chief Librarian
of the Georgetown Public Library.
Welcome back from your summers and
Happy Autumn to All!

GPCA May Minutes
Sally Everett

President Karen Pataky called the meeting to
order at 7:09 p.m.
Police Report. Sergeant B. Firehock
provided data for the prior 30-day period in
204 PSA and compared it with the same period in 2018. No violent crimes or homicides
were reported.
Mayor Bowser’s 2020 DC Budget.
Asha Rajani, Director of the Mayor’s new
Office of Policy, and Caitlin Ryan, Associate
Director, provided an overview of the $15.5
billion budget for 2020 and its vision of ensuring a fair shot for every Washingtonian and
increasing pathways to the middle class. The
budget, which includes $8.6 billion in local
funds, incorporates the top two priorities
reported by residents during three budget
engagement forums: education and affordable housing. With the DC population now
over 700 million, $187 million is allocated in
support of affordable housing, including $37
million in new funds to help eliminate homelessness through the Homeward DC initiative.
Short-term housing facilities are planned
for all wards, with three opened to date. In
response to a question about development
on Wisconsin Avenue, it was the presenters
pointed out that 8–10% of both rental and sale
residential floor units must qualify and remain
as affordable housing.

One questioner enquired about the state
of local streets and asked when the numerous
potholes would be fixed. The presenters noted
that each ward is allocated the same funding
for pothole repairs and that the 2020 budget
added $65 million for improvements, with
a goal of eliminating all poor quality roads
by 2025. One person suggested that funds
received from commercial buses and other vehicles be dedicated to improve traffic and road
conditions rather than go into a general fund.
More information on the 2020
budget can be found at www.mayor.
dc.gov/2020budget.
Bourbon Storefront. A resident
raised the issue of the Bourbon storefront on
Wisconsin Avenue, which has been under
construction for over four years and is still
an excavated shell with an unsightly chain
link fence around it. A motion was made and
seconded that the GPCA write a letter to Bill
Thomas, the owner, with a copy to the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs,
requesting that the fence be removed and
report in person or in writing on the status of
the site. The motion passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report. GPCA Treasurer
Maggie Simpson reported that total assets
are down by $8,309.53 from the same period
last year. Approximately half of that is due to

Glover Park Citizens Association
Tuesday, September 3, 7 p.m.
GP Community Center at Stoddert
Agenda
Police Report
Manager, New Trader Joe’s
Glover Park Day #30: Proclamation
Linda Jones, New Head of
Georgetown Public Library
Guy Mason Activities
GPCA Meeting Signage
Treasurer’s Report
Membership Report
Secretary’s Report
New Business

•
having concluded the benches and plaques
“Streetscape” program and disbursing funds
to the Glover Park Community Fund. In
addition, there was a loss of $1,000–$1500
due to nonrefundable deposits and other
expenses when the 2018 Glover Park Day had
to be postponed from June to September. The
remainder of the shortfall is due to reduced
revenue from membership dues and Gazette
advertising.
Membership Report. Membership
Director Allen Tomlinson reported that the
GPCA has 381 members, representing 254
households. He asked for volunteers to help
with membership and noted that any amount
of time is welcome. A suggestion was made to
ask the Stoddert PTO to publicize the call for
volunteers.

Lead Service Line Replacement Project. DC Water and Sewer Authority representative John Deignan provided information on
DC Water’s programs to test for lead in service
lines and replace them if necessary. Lead test
kits are available for free to single and multifamily residences and commercial customers.
Mayor Bowser signed into a law a bill that
allocates funds to support the replacement of
full lead service lines (lines containing lead
that run on both public and private property).

Continued on page 4

September 2019
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ANC 3B News

Reports for May and June Meetings
Melissa Lane

For more details on ANC 3B meetings, link to
minutes at anc3b.org/documents/minutes/.

May 2019

The main agenda item of this meeting was
a panel discussion on public school funding
and other challenges facing DCPS. Panelists
were Jorge Highland from the Stoddert PTO
and Local School Advisory Team (LSAT);
Marty Wells from the Hardy Middle School
PTO and LSAT for two other schools; Ruth
Wattenberg, Ward 3 Representative on the
DC School Board; and Paul Kihn, DC Deputy
Mayor for Education. The primary topics
included Mayor Bowser’s FY 2020 Proposed
DCPS budget, which showed increases
overall but possible decreases on a per pupil
basis; overcrowding at Stoddert and other
schools; proposed legislation to allow for a
long-term lease of the Old Hardy School to
the Lab School of Washington; and the ANC’s
concerns about adequate planning to meet
capacity needs. At the end of the meeting,
Commissioners voted to write a letter to the
DC Council expressing concerns about the
FY 2020 proposed DCPS budget and the
proposed long-term lease of Old Hardy to the
Lab School, and support for the continuation
of the Fillmore Arts program.

June 2019

Highlights included a discussion with
owner Bill Thomas of his plans for Bourbon.
Structural changes are currently under way,
and the restaurant will re-open as Rosebud
with a whiskey-blending operation on the
second floor. He is requesting “substantial
changes” in the liquor license, including
provisions for outside alcohol service and
entertainment until the 9 p.m. closing for
meal service on the front and rear on both
the first floor and second floor, as well as on
a rooftop bar/eating area in good weather.
The plans include putting up walls around
the decks and stairwell in order to minimize
noise to nearby residences. Commissioner
Blumenthal will work with nearby residents
to address any concerns they have with
Mr. Thomas’ plans. Other actions included
supporting a special zoning exception for
a rear deck at 3764 Benton Street; approval
of a grant request for $2,500 to the Glover
Park Alliance in support of their Main Street
application; and a resolution to write a letter
supporting continued funding for the Glover
Park Clean Team in FY 2020.

July 2019

Actions taken at this meeting included

approval of a stipulated liquor license for
Laliguras at 2334 Wisconsin Avenue so that
when they apply for a license, the 45-day
waiting period can be waived by ABRA so
that the restaurant will not have to further
delay its opening. Support was also granted
to owners of 2103 Huidekoper for a special
zoning exception for a rear deck. Local
artist Janel Leppin requested and received
support of her application for a public art
building communities grant to the DC
Commission for the Arts and Humanities. As
her plans become more specific, she agreed
to solicit community input. Lauren Javins
from Community Mediation DC briefed
the Commission on free mediation services
provided by her organization. A grant was
also approved for roughly $2,500 to the Glover
Park-Burleith Farmers’ Market to purchase
new canopies, chairs, signage and other
supplies. The Commission also voted to write
a letter for the hearing record to DC Council
supporting the idea of, but not the currently
proposed legislation for, the On-site services
bill. This bill requires landlords of buildings of
a specific size to provide office space for onsite social workers and other support services
in buildings where roughly one-third of the
residents are receiving housing assistance.

Continued from page 3

He noted that funding for financial assistance
for lead pipes located only on private property
has not been officially allocated. If funds are
allocated, assistance will be available no earlier
than October. More information can be found
at www.dcwater.com/replacelead.
Secretary’s Report. At the April meeting, a motion was made and seconded to
permit the GPCA to spend $150 to purchase
six stakes and signs that read “Glover Park
Citizens’ Association meeting this coming
Tuesday at 7 p.m.” The signs will be posted
in prominent locations to advertise upcoming meetings. The motion was approved
unanimously.
GPCA Election of Officers. A motion was
made, seconded, and unanimously approved
to reelect the current slate of officers as follows: Karen Pataky, President; Jack Everett,
1st Vice President; Allen Tomlinson, 2nd Vice
President; Maggie Simpson, Treasurer; Sally
Everett, Secretary; and Frank Martorana,
Sergeant at Arms
Secretary’s Report. The April 2019 minutes were approved unanimously.
Guy Mason Activities. Marsha Goldberg

Glover Park Gazette

reported on upcoming May activities, including two Friday luncheons with movies, and a
cello concert and reception. Activities are also
noted in the Gazette and will be announced
on the listserv.
Glover Park Day. Ariadne Henry reported that 2019 marks the 30th anniversary
of Glover Park Day. The event will be held on
June 1 at Guy Mason. The planning committee is still soliciting suggestions for marking
the occasion and requesting volunteers. If you
have ideas for a “wow” factor or are interested in volunteering, contact Cheri Meyer at
clmeyer202@yahoo.com.
Dispensers for Dog Waste Bags. Rich
Harrington, Ward 3 Liaison from the Mayor’s
office, announced that the Mayor’s office
is looking for volunteers to put up poles,
dispensers, and dog bags that will be provided
by the city.
Adjournment: Upon appropriate motion
and second, the meeting was adjourned at
8:24 p.m.
Next Meeting of the GPCA: Tuesday,
September 3.

P

Ariadne Henry knows that people are at the
heart of every transaction.
Personal, professional service, knowledge of
the business and 20 years experience.
Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your
needs in DC & VA.

Thesmallofficewiththebigreputation.

(202) 965-8800
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Dig This!

Naked Fence? Put a Vine On It!
Stephanie Shain

If you have a naked fence, trellis, or even
a deck railing you’re looking to spiff up, a
vining plant is a great and easy choice. My
top two choices are native coral honeysuckle
and virgin’s bower, and if you need a real
powerhouse vine, go for trumpet vine
Native honeysuckle, also commonly called trumpet or Coral honeysuckle
(Lonicera sempervirens), produces groups of
thin trumpet-shaped flowers that are bright
red on the outside and an equally vibrant yellow on the inside.
The foliage is mostly evergreen in our
area and you’ll have flowers intermittently
until frost, with red berries coming as fall
approaches. Coral honeysuckle attracts hummingbirds and butterflies as well as a host of
other pollinators and songbirds. This plant
grows well in full sun to part shade and does
just fine in the clay and rocky soils of so many
DC yards.
Over time, it will spread and cover your
fence. Mine is wrapping up its third year,
started from a very tiny stalk, and spans about
4 feet along the fence with very full foliage
cover of the fence. Please do make sure not
to confuse coral honeysuckle with invasive
Japanese honeysuckle, as it is a major issue
along DC woodlands and crowds out and kills
off many beneficial plants.
Shady spot? No problem for virgin’s

bower (Clematis virginiana)! This native
Clematis will grow happily in all light conditions, although will likely flower better with
more sun and does need fairly moist soil. It
will also take the ground as a ground cover if
there is open space and not enough fence to
go around! Virgin’s bower will grab on to any
support, so makes a nice option if you have a
fence with smaller supports like chain-link.
The small white flowers will cover the plant
mid-summer and give way to seed pods that
can most accurately be described as “feathery.”
I’ve just planted my first specimens of this vine
and they seem to be doing well so far and were
easily gifted to me by a friend who had an
abundance of them. So, this sweet-smelling
plant can cover your fence and eventually give
you enough to share!
Trumpet vine (Campsis radicans) is also
native to this region and much more commonly seen, although it grows much larger
and heavier than coral honeysuckle and can be
too heavy for some fences. I’ve had one grow
so strongly because it wasn’t being guided that
it pulled the pickets right off my fence! The
orange flowers are much larger and also attract
hummingbirds and certain pollinators; you
can see loads of it along Clara Barton Parkway,
probably still flowering strong when you read
this.
Getting overly enthusiastic about all

Trumpet Vine (Campsis radicans)

these options? One more note: Both the coral
honeysuckle and the virgin’s bower can be
paired nicely with other flowering plants in
front for even more color contrast. Now spice
up that fence!

Glover Park History

Georgetown Butchers and the Civil War
Carlton Fletcher

S

tarting around 1820, the northern end
of the city of Georgetown now in Glover
Park) was dominated by the activities of
a syndicate of master butchers, who bought
livestock—primarily from suppliers in Virginia—at the annual market at Drover’s Rest on
Conduit Road (MacArthur Boulevard). Their
family slaughterhouses here on the heights
furnished the markets of Georgetown and
Washington City with every kind of meat. If
the onset of Civil War caused any disruptions
to their business, they were probably more
than offset by lucrative wartime contracts.
The postwar confidence of the butchers, and their politics, were apparent when
the Union Market House (occupied more
recently by) in Georgetown was inaugurated
in 1865. The syndicate of butchers declined
to participate and set up an independent
butcher’s market nearby. When the city fathers

refused to grant them a license, the butchers simply moved their insurgent market to
the eastern end of the Pennsylvania Avenue
bridge over Rock Creek, beyond Georgetown's
jurisdiction.
As this altercation took place in the
aftermath of the Georgetown city council
elections, February 25, 1867—the first election
in the District of Columbia to include black
voters—the refusal of the butchers to do business at the Union Market House was, almost
certainly, an expression of disrespect toward
the newly elected Republican administration
of Georgetown.
The butchers did not return to the
Georgetown market until 1871, after Congress
had revoked Georgetown's city charter. The
butchers had not beaten city hall, but they
had outlasted it. For more information, go to
gloverparkhistory.com

Eeyore’s Tail
Cleaning out, I found
a piece of grey cloth
with a button-hole.
Eeyore’s tail,
my daughter said,
about to toss it
in the discard pile.
No, I said,
we might find Eeyore.
Edna Small

September
April2019
2019
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September at Guy Mason Recreation Center

Free Special Events & Programs
3600 Calvert Street, NW — 202 727-7527

Programs

Friday, September 13, Free For All

11 a.m., Scrabble; 12 p.m., Lunch
with friends and neighbors; and 1 p.m.
Film, The New Rijks Museum, a
documentary about the restoration of the
renowned Amsterdam museum.

Friday, September 27, Free for All
11 a.m., Scrabble; 12 p.m., Lunch with
friends and neighbors; and 1 p.m. Film,

*** Special Event ***

Tim’s Vermeer, an analysis of how
Vermeer created his painting and an
attempt to recreate his technique.

Class

Tai Chi, Fridays, September 20–
November 8, 4–5 p.m.

As the class size is limited, please
register by calling 202-727-7527 or
emailing guymasonevents@gmail.com.

Friday, October 4, 12–2 p.m.

Concert, Conversation & Lunch
Please join us for a wonderful concert,
delicious lunch, and guided discussion.
Meet new people and learn something
new.
Register for the event by September
20 at Iona’s event website: https://
www.aroundtowndc.org/

Babes in the Nabe
Lisa McCluskey

Proud parents, Stewi and Andy Corno, welcomed baby girl Cameron Corno on August
31, 2018. They can be found strolling through
the neighborhood on most days and reside on
Beecher Street, known for its famous OktoBEECHERfest.
Eleanor Beatrice was born on December 17
to Jordan and Natalie Chapman 39th Place.

o

Housecleaning Service

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
j Many references
j Great Prices

301.593.0131

Glover Park Gazette

Milo Earley was born February 18 to proud
parents, Matt and Margaret, and joins big
sister, Mia, on Beecher Street.
Jonathan Travis McCrone joined the world
on March 18. He’s the happiest baby on
Huidekoper according to sleepy mom & dad

(aka Maggie and Mark). Big sister Emilia (2.5)
loves helping take care of “my baby.”
Bennett Callan Gray was born on May 25 to
Kristen and Bryan Gray of Benton Street. Ben
joins his big sister Harper, who is 2 ½.
Brittani and Travis Cushman of W Street are
excited to announce the birth of their son,
Daxton Reed Cushman, on July 2.

Fun for All
Glover Park Day 2019

Veronica
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

She is their first child.

o
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REAL ESTATE WATCH
Price Depreciation in NW Neighborhoods!
If you were busy enjoying your summer these past few months, you likely missed the reported drop in
housing prices in a number of Northwest DC’s neighborhoods. Hmm. Did that really happen?
In July, Urban Turf reported fairly dramatic home price depreciation in Glover Park and Burleith, among
other NW neighborhoods:
Neighborhood

YTD 2019

YTD 2018

% Change

Forest Hills

$355,000

$515,000

-31%

Glover Park

$399,999

$557,500

-28%

Adams Morgan
Burleith
Marshall Heights

$525,000
$925,000
$265,000

$716,900
$1,192,500
$335,000

-27%
-22%
-21%

This news was picked up and relayed widely throughout the city. But let’s break down the data. First, the
reported figures are year-to-date (YTD) through June – so a somewhat random snapshot of 6 months’
worth of activity. As is often the case with statistics, we could easily sample another period of time and
show the opposite results.
Most important, the figures lump together both single-family homes and condominiums. The lower
prices on condos inevitably bring down the median prices being reported – especially for Glover Park
where there are many condominiums. In Burleith, the lower median price just means that more of the
smaller townhomes in the neighborhood were on offer this year.
So, yes, the Eckington, Shaw and LeDroit Park neighborhoods are seeing solid price appreciation, but
demand remains high for our little neck of the woods! Here’s what has happened recently:
Sold

Price

Date

2424 Tunlaw Rd NW

$1,075,000

7/11/19

3757 Benton St NW

$1,025,750

7/15/19

3917 Benton St NW

$1,303,000

7/17/19

3540 W Pl NW

$1,085,000

7/22/19

3978 Georgetown Ct NW

$1,350,000

5/16/19

3718 S St NW

$1,975,000

5/23/19

3609 S St NW

$970,000

6/27/19

Has your home appreciated in value?
Call or shoot me an email for a quick analysis.
Maggie Simpson, Realtor
MaggieSimpson@LNF.com
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Long and Foster
Christie’s International RE
Licensed in DC, MD and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 966-1400

September 2019

On Your Mark, Get Set, De-Clutter!

Annual Glover Park Four Corners Yard Sale
Saturday, September 14, 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Alley (No!)

The event takes place on all four corners
at the intersection of 39th and Calvert
Street, in Glover Park (see adjoining
map).
No fee and just a few rules:
• Begin set-up no earlier than 8:30 a.m.
• Bring your own table and chair.
• No commercial vendors!
• Event is officially over at 1 p.m. Remove
all trash and garbage when you depart.
Questions? Please contact
Joe Fiorello at GSCMFiorillo@aol.com.

GoodGuys

Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment
in Glover Park since 1966
2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com

202.333.8128

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am
The kitchen is always open!
A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please!

Baseball field there will be soccer games.
DO NOT SET UP ON GRASS AREAS
Bus Stop

3900 Calvert
Yes, sidewalk
in front/side of house
39th Street

3860 Calvert
Yes, sidewalk
in front/side of house

Alley (No!)
No Setup

CALVERT

Take the opportunity to sell some of those
“not so necessary” items that are cluttering your basement, attic, garage, or
storage bin. And explore your neighbors’
offerings for things you never knew you
needed!

N

3851 Calvert
Yes, sidewalk
in front/side of house

Alley (No!)
3847 Calvert
Yes, in front of house

