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As the World, and the Books, Go By
Randy Rieland

P

eggy and Ted Mastroianni admit they
weren’t quite sure what to expect when,
in the spring of 2014, they erected a
Little Free Library in front of their Huidekoper Place home.
It was a Mother’s Day gift for Peggy. She
liked the concept of a free book exchange, but
also imagined it becoming more than transactional. Maybe, she thought, it could evolve
into a gathering spot where neighbors would
connect over authors and ideas. But that
was still a fantasy when—after resident artist
Jarrett Ferrier decorated the tiny building’s
exterior—the curbside library opened for
browsing. The Mastroiannis packed it with
about two dozen of their own books, including their children’s. And they waited.
They didn’t have to wait long. “They
went very quickly,” remembers Ted. The
books they donated had moved on, replaced
by new titles.

Peggy and Ted Mastroianni with their little library.

And, so it has gone for five years now. Books
come, books go, although not without a
little curation. The Mastroiannis tend their
library, making sure that it always offers a
good mix of kids and adult books, fiction
and nonfiction, though the latter is often in
short supply. “I do try to make sure there’s a
balance,” said Peggy, who noted that people
tend to drop off a lot of suspense novels. “You
could have nothing but mysteries.”
They have seen some book dumping,
too. From time to time, textbooks show up,
even something like 1980s travel guides. But
overall, the couple has been pleasantly surprised by the range of reading material that’s
been left behind. “It’s really been an extraordinary breadth of books,” said Ted. “Such
a broad spectrum.” Not long ago, someone
dropped off a book written in Russian.

appears on Google Maps, something they
learned when on more than one occasion,
strangers have knocked on their front door
and asked where they could find the library.
“I told one guy ‘It’s out there,’ and pointed out
front,” Ted recalled. “Then he asked, ‘Do you
have computers?’'
Then there was the time the head of
the Federal Reserve dropped by. Ted was
out on the sidewalk one afternoon, when a
couple using hiking poles as they walked at a
brisk pace, stopped to look at the library. Ted
recognized the woman as Janet Yellen, then
the Fed’s chair. “Madame chair, thank you
for visiting our little library,” he says he told
her. Then, he added, “Don’t be intimidated,”
a reference to the heat she was taking from
the White House at the time. Yellen didn’t
respond directly, Ted recalls, but said he did
see a hint of a smile on her face.
Yellen and her husband would return
on several occasions, according to Peggy, but
apparently only to check out the library’s content. As far as the Mastroiannis know, Yellen
never took a book with her.

Where’s the Library?

Slowing Down

A Little Curation

The Mastroianni’s Little Free Library even

The Mastroiannis say they don’t like to

disturb people when they’re out front leafing
through books. Those are personal moments.
“We want them to have some privacy,” said
Peggy.
And, in that way, a visit to their library
offers a few moments of sidewalk solitude,
an eddy in the whitewater of data streaming from our phones. “It runs against a lot of
today’s trends,” Peggy said. “It’s like slow food.
Glover Park has that kind of feel.”

Little Free Library

This year marks the tenth anniversary of
Little Free Library—a nonprofit that grew
from a Wisconsin son's effort to honor his
mother, a teacher and great lover of books.
His one-room schoolhouse "little free
library" delighted neighbors and quickly
caught the eye of others who scaled up
the project into a wildly successful booksharing effort that now includes over
80,000 registered little library boxes in 90
countries.
To learn more about Little Free
Libraries, check out their website
(littlefreelibrary.org).

2
Join In • Make a Difference
Participate • Get Involved • Engage

Glover Park Citizens' Association (GPCA)

Glover Park

Karen Pataky (president@gpcadc.org)
Jack Everett (1stvicepresident@gpcadc.org)
Allen Tomlinson (2ndvicepresident@gpcadc.org)
Maggie Simpson (treasurer@gpcadc.org)
Sally Everett (secretary@gpcadc.org)
Frank Martorana (sergeantatarms@gpcadc.org)
Patricia Clark, Frank Martorana, and
Karen Pataky
Membership Director
Allen Tomlinson (membership@gpcadc.org)
Glover Park Day
Amanda Gant and Cheri Meyer
(amanda.gant@gmail.com and clmeyer202@yahoo.com)
Business Community Liaison Paul Holder (pch@townhalldc.com)
Stoddert Liaison
Lisa McCluskey (lkmccluskey@gmail.com)

A Little Free Library Tale......................1

Gazette Staff

Celebration of Dorothy Biondi........... 4

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Sergeant at Arms
Federation Reps

Editor
Contributor
Design and Production

Contacts
Advertising
Editorial
Delivery

Sheila Meehan (sammeeha@yahoo.com)
Randy Rieland
Lisa McCluskey
Maggie Simpson (advertise@gpcadc.org)
gazette@gpcadc.org
Dick & Elaine Sullivan (elainesullivan10@gmail.com)

The Gazette is distributed throughout Glover Park by volunteers. If you do not receive the
Gazette and/or would like to volunteer, contact Elaine Sullivan at elainesullivan10@gmail.com.
Responsible letters to the editor will be published as space allows.
What’s new in Glover Park? Check us out on both Facebook and Twitter!
Call us at: 202-379-4824.

President’s Report..............................3
GPCA May Agenda............................3
GPCA April Minutes.........................3
ANC3B April Meeting.......................4

May at Guy Mason.............................5
Poem..................................................5
Glover Park History.............................6
Parenting in the Park. .........................6
Hardy Hawk Jazz Band ......................6

Visit www.gpcadc.org to keep up with community news!

If you love living in Glover Park, get involved!
Join the Glover Park Citizens' Association today!
Generously support the group that takes care of your neighborhood.
Preserve the family-friendly quality of our community.
Communicate your ideas to improve your neighborhood.
Act locally to get things done.
1 Adult / Glover Park Resident = $20
2 Adults / Same Address = $35
3 Adults / Same Address = $50
4 Adults / Same Address = $60
1 Senior / Glover Park Resident = $15
2 Seniors / Same Address = $25
1 Adult / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $20
1 Senior / Non-Resident / Non-Voting = $15
Business / Corporation / Non-Voting = $75
US Military Veteran / Active or Retired = $5 Discount
Total Enclosed: $____

Glover Park Gazette

/ Date:_______

Return form and fee to GPCA, P.O. Box 32268, Washington, DC 20007
Make check payable to GPCA.

Name(s)
Address

Email
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President’s Report

Plan to Attend 30th Glover Park Day on June 1
Karen Pataky

W

e are working on a WOW-type
surprise this year. Stay tuned—it’s
still a secret!
What I can tell you is that there will be
new additions to our event this year, including
our Second District MPD. The police officers
will bring along an ultra-modern police car
for kids to explore and try out the lights and
sirens. And a number of favorite activities are
returning, including two selfie stations that
will be available all day, a Dog Agility course,
and Dog and Cat adoptions. Popcorn and
sno cones will be in the kids’ area with the
mechanical bull and the bounce house.
Thank You. On behalf of all Glover
Parkers, a big thanks to Lenore Rubino of
Washington Fine Properties for arranging a
Community Shredding/Recycling Event on
Saturday April 27, 2019.
Reminder. DC Law requires all dogs to

be leashed at all times, unless the pet is in a
fenced area. My own dog recently sustained a
bad bite through my fenced-in yard. He will
be OK, but he has needed expensive veterinary care. It could have been a child who put
his or her fingers through the fence and been
seriously bitten by the unleashed dog.
Back to Glover Park Day. If you would
like to suggest any crafters in the neighborhood, please let us know. And we still need
volunteers for GPD all day long, but especially
setup and cleanup. Contact: clmeyer202@
yahoo.com, mjlane@mac.com, Amanda.gant@
gmail.com or gloverparkday@gpcadc.org
See you at Glover Park Day#30. Don’t
forget to bring your credit card, checkbook
and real money. There will be prize drawings,
wonderful foods, creative crafts, and very
special commemorative t-shirts.

Glover Park Citizens' Association
Tuesday, May 7, 2019
GP Community Center at Stoddert
Police Report
Mayor Bowser's DC Budget for 2020:
Report Q & A
Treasurer's Report
Membership Report
Secretary’s Report
Election of GPCA Officers for 2019-20
Vote on GPCA Meetings Signage
Guy Mason Classes/Activities
Glover Park Day 2019
New Business
There will be no GPCA meeting in
June, July and August

GPCA April 2019 Minutes
Sally Everett

Police Report. Sergeant B. Firehock provided
data for March 2–April 2, 2019 in 204 PSA
and compared it with the same period in
2018. There were no violent crimes reported;
down from one in 2018. Property crimes were
39 this year, compared to 40 last year, with
the largest increase in theft from auto (14,
compared to 8 in 2018). Stolen autos were
down from 5 to 1. Thefts dropped to 24 from
25, and chiefly represented bikes stolen from
garages, detergent taken from CVS, tip jars
from commercial establishments, etc.
A resident asked about a homeless
encampment south of Holy Rood Cemetery.
Sergeant Firehock explained that DC police
have a hands-off policy regarding homeless
people. Rich Harrington, Ward 3 Liaison for
Mayor Bowser, said the mayor’s office has an
outreach team that serves the homeless, noting
that if the encampment is on park property,
the National Park Service has its own outreach
team.
Real Property Tax Workshop. Eugene
Clindinin and Jeffrey Toney from the DC
Office of Tax and Revenue, Real Property Tax
Administration (RPTA), provided an overview
of how properties are assessed according to
a market-calibrated appraisal approach. Mr.
Clindinin, Residential Supervisory Appraiser,
said DC had a 2.7% increase in property
values from 2019 to 2020. He said that while
assessments could vary depending on the
current sales market, homeowners concerned

their assessment may be out of line with the
market should contact their RPTA appraiser
for complete background information and
sales records used for their assessment. RPTA’s
assessments should approximate those of fee
assessors and upon request the RPTA will
examine differing assessments and make
adjustments if needed.
In response to questions, he said that
assessments are based on total value (not separate values for buildings and property); appraisers have access to permit records for major work to capture the value of renovations;
lead pipe replacements from house to street do
not increase assessed value—although attendees debated this point; and similar properties
(condos, single family homes, businesses) are
grouped and have appraisers for each type.
Jeffrey Toney, Adjustments Unit Manager, reported that every owner who uses a
property as a primary residence is eligible for
a homestead deduction. For the homeowner
receiving a deduction, the property tax bill is
based on the assessed value minus the current
homestead deduction of $74,850. After a year
of receiving the homestead deduction, there is
a cap that prevents the taxable amount from
going up more than 10% from one year to the
next. He cautioned that his office will recoup
the deduction plus penalties for up to four
years if it determines that the property is not
used as a primary residence. More information on the Office of Tax and Revenue can be

found at otr.cfo.dc.gov
Treasurer’s Report. The treasurer was
unable to attend but reported by email there
were no substantial changes over the previous
month.
Membership Report. Allen Tomlinson
reported that the GPCA has 372 members,
representing 248 households. He asked for
volunteers to help with membership and noted
that any amount of time is welcome.
Secretary’s Report. The March 2019
minutes were approved unanimously.
GPCA Election. As noted in the March
minutes, the current slate of officers is running for re-election. The election will take
place at the May meeting, and there is still
time for additional nominations, including
self-nominations. Contact Marsha Goldberg at
mslonegoldberg@gmail.com
Guy Mason Activities. Marsha Goldberg
reported on April activities, which were also
noted in the Gazette and will be announced on
the listserve.
Shredding Event @ Guy Mason. Lenore
Rubino and Washington Fine Properties
are sponsoring a community shredding and
recycling event on Saturday, April 27, 9 a.m.–
noon in the Guy Mason parking lot. The event
includes on-site paper shredding as well as
collection of computers and associated devices
with the exception of CRT monitors.
Glover Park Day. Ariadne Henry
Continued on page 5

May 2019
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ANC3B April Meeting
Melissa Lane

Police Report. Lt. Ralph Neal compared the number of crimes reported
between March 12 and April 11 this year to the same period last year.
Overall, the number dropped from 19 to 15 for all property crimes.
Reported thefts increased from 9 to 12. Commissioner Blumenthal said
it was clear from the locations of reported thefts that not all package
thefts were being reported. Lt. Neal and the ANC urged neighbors
to report any suspected crime, including package thefts. Lt. Neal
mentioned several community outreach activities planned by Second
District MPD, including Glover Park Day on June 1.
Highlights of Mayor’s Proposed FY 2020 Budget. Polly Donaldson, Director of the DC Department of Housing and Community
Development, gave an overview of the Mayor’s budget proposal for
FY 2020. The Mayor proposes a budget of $15.5 billion, of which $8.6
billion comes from local funds. (The Federal portion is $3.4 billion,
primarily for Medicaid.) The Mayor calls it a “Fair Shot” budget because it focuses on “sharing the upside,” helping those in need and also
making it possible for middle class residents to live and thrive in DC.
Highlights of the proposed budget include increasing funding for the
Housing Production Trust Fund, a new program aimed at work force
housing, and increasing investments in neighborhoods east of the river.
The biggest item in the proposed budget is $2.3 billion in local
funds for education—an increase of $54.6 million from the current fiscal year. Several residents noted that the budget would include a cut in
per pupil funding for many schools in Wards 7 and 8. Stoddert would
also get 6.6% less in education funding per pupil than it received in the
current school year. The capital budget calls for future improvements
to address overcrowding at several schools including Stoddert, which
is slated for $20.4 million in capital spending in FY 2024 to construct
ten new classrooms. The proposed investment would replace the six
demountables and add four more classrooms to accommodate an additional 230 students. Commissioner Turmail announced that ANC 3B’s
May 9th meeting would focus on local education funding issues.
Grant Application from Friendship Place. Stephanie JonesPatterson, Assistant Director for Workforce Development at Aim-

Hire, presented a request for $2,500 to purchase pre-paid phones and
SmarTrip cards for jobseekers. AimHire is a program at Friendship
Place that helps people who are homeless or on the verge of homelessness find and keep a job. This grant will help some 150–200 program
participants. The grant was approved unanimously.
Grant Application from DC Food Project. Krista Weymouth
of the DC Food Project presented a grant request for $1,505 to cover
administrative supplies to support its “share table” and Weekend Food
Bag projects. At Stoddert, about 12 percent of students face food insecurity. The DC Food Project launched these programs at the school to
encourage students to put unwanted wrapped and unopened food in
baskets for others to share and offer students in need take-home bags
of healthy nonperishable food for the weekend. Nine schools now have
share tables and the DC Food Project wants to begin offering Weekend
Food Bags in all the schools with share tables. The ultimate goal is to
expand the programs to all District schools and include DC recreation
centers. The grant was approved unanimously.
Updates and Information
Commissioner Young reported that one crosswalk has been
striped in the 4100 block of Cathedral.
Commissioner Mladinov reported on the annual symposium on
homelessness sponsored by Friendship Place. (For more details see
ANC3B website).
DC Water announced programs to reduce costs for the Clean
Rivers charges. Under the plan, part of the Clean Rivers bill could be
based on the volume of water rather than just the amount of impervious surface. The DC Department of Energy and Environment will also
begin offering discounts on water bills to households with incomes at
levels below the Area Median.
DPW Inspector Brooks asked residents not to put plastic bags in
recycling bins or use them to dispose of recycling. Also, working with
DPW, CVS has cleaned up around the building and is no longer storing
material on the sidewalk.
The next meeting of ANC3B will be Thursday, May 9.

Guy Mason Celebrates Dorothy Biondi’s Life

Guy Mason's plaque honoring Dorothy Biondi. L-R, son Daniel
Ezrow; Milt Grossman, Friends of Guy Mason; Marsha Goldberg,
master of ceremonies; Guy Mason’s Ralph Wright; Liliane Willens,
author/volunteer; and Wendell Kellar, Georgetown Public Library.

Glover Park Gazette

On April 26, Guy Mason Recreation Center honored Dorothy
Biondi’s passion for community and culture in an evening of shared
memories, arias and cello music, and lots of good food.
Dorothy’s death in December left family, friends, neighbors,
and colleagues grieving over the sudden loss of so talented and
spirited a personality—one whose energies and commitment had
transformed Guy Mason programming over the past several years.
As her son Daniel Ezrow noted, family came first for his
mother, but Guy Mason was a close second. The center’s piano, Milt
Grossman said, was a product of Dorothy’s insistence and the opera
singers performing at her tribute were a nod to a genre she had long
loved but had not yet scheduled at the center. Cellist Vasily Popov
expressed his gratitude for Dorothy’s support for student musicians
and performed for the first time with his two young sons.
The mood was by turns sad and humorous, with a deeply
personal note from Guy Mason’s Ralph Wright, who said “I was a
basketball player when I was young and my heroes were Michael
Jordan and Wilt Chamberlain. Dorothy is my hero now.”
The evening was “so Dorothy” and one she would have loved.
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GPCA April Minutes
continued from page 3

reported that 2019 marks the 30th anniversary
of Glover Park Day. The event will be held on
June 1 at Guy Mason. The planning committee
is soliciting ideas for marking the occasion. Ideas for a “wow” factor or interested
in volunteering? Contact Cheri Meyer at
clmeyer202@yahoo.com
New Business:
Meeting signs. Karen Pataky suggested
that the GPCA adopt a tactic used by the
Palisades Citizens’ Association—posting signs

Neighbors
Millie and I
speak each
morning,
stoop to stoop.
We are each
other’s
dailyness.
Edna Small

in prominent locations advertising upcoming
meetings. A motion was made and seconded
to permit the GPCA to spend $150 to purchase six stakes and signs that read “Glover
Park Citizens’ Association meeting this coming Tuesday at 7 p.m.” A vote will be scheduled
for the May meeting.
New Restaurant Reviews. To encourage
new businesses, a member suggested reviewing new restaurants in the Gazette. In the
spirit of encouragement, a member also sug-

gested the reviews be positive, with complaints
addressed directly to restaurant management.
Brenda Sambuchino volunteered to visit several new restaurants and write reviews.
DC Spring Clean-up. Rich Harrington,
the mayor's Ward 3 liaison, announced a citywide clean-up on Saturday, April 6.
DC Budget Discussion. Karen Pataky
said the mayor’s office has requested an opportunity to discuss the mayor’s proposed budget
at the May GPCA meeting.

May at Guy Mason Recreation Center
Free Special Events & Programs
3600 Calvert Street, NW — 202 727-7527

Special Event

Friday, May 10, 7 p.m., Chamber Music Concert. Vasily Popov, Artistic Director
and conductor of the Levine School of Music Chamber Orchestras will present a
program of cello music performed by advanced Levine students. A reception to
meet the artists will follow.

Programs
May 10, Friday Free For All

***

11 a.m., Scrabble; 12 p.m., Lunch with friends and neighbors; and 1 p.m. Film, The
Graduate, starring Dustin Hoffman and Ann Bancroft. Directed by Mike Nichol.

Friday, May 24, Friday Free for All

11 a.m., Scrabble; 12 p.m., Lunch with friends and neighbors; and 1 p.m. Film, A
River Runs Through It, starring Brad Pitt and Tom Skerritt. Directed by Robert
Redford.

EIGHT BROTHERS
Home painting, interiorexterior masonry work,
home design and build

www.eightbrothers.com
202-669-4606
202-333-3099

Veronica
Housecleaning Service

j Thorough housecleaning
in Glover Park for 25 years
j Many references
j Great Prices
NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Monday through Saturday

301.593.0131

Ariadne knows that people are at the heart
of every transaction.
Personal, professional service, knowledge
of the business and 20 years experience.

Washington Nationals Fan?
Fuel Up on ROCKLANDS Barbeque &
$6 Craft Beers at our POP UP Across
from Nats Park Centerﬁeld Gate
90 minutes before home games!
1299 1 st St., SE (corner 1 st &amp; N St.)
Your Hometown Barbeque Since 1990!

Call your Glover Park neighbor for all your
needs in DC & VA.

The small office with the big reputation

(202) 965-8800
May 2019
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Glover Park History

Enslaved Butchers
Carlton Fletcher

In addition to journeymen and apprentices—
the former received wages, the latter did
not—the master butchers of Georgetown
also had the option of owning some workers
outright. Although early censuses show that at
the beginning of the 19th century, when they
established themselves in Upper Georgetown,
the Kengla, Homiller and Weaver families
were not slaveholders, they appear to have
accommodated to prevailing conditions. By
the time of Emancipation in the District of
Columbia (1862), these three families owned
upward of forty slaves (whose names are
on record because local slaveowners were

Parenting in the Park

Anxiety
Paige Trevor

W

e all feel anxiety. Our kids are
feeling it more and more. As a
life-long anxiety sufferer/thriver,
I’ve come to understand that mild anxiety
can have much to teach: life skills, self-management, nutritional awareness, motivation
to exercise, and the need for and practice at
asking for help. Anxiety is here to stay, and it
behooves us to address it head on.
First, we can change our mindset.
Anxiety, like anger, is a normal human emotion and cannot/should not be eradicated lest
you throw out the baby with the bathwater.
Consider that the kissing cousins of anxiety
are excitement, anticipation, planning, avoiding truly dangerous situations, and listening

permitted to file claims for compensation
for their freed slaves).
Although the 1862 compensation claims
did not require it, some claimants did specify
the kind of work their slaves had done. So we
learn that the butcher Henry Kengla had a
slave named Nathan Brooks and that Brooks
was also a butcher.
But even if a local compensation claim
does not specify a freed slave’s pre-war occupation, his post-war history still permits an
inference. We know, for example, of Abraham
Hawkins who, until 1862, had been the property of the butcher Charles Homiller; after

the Civil War, Hawkins lived on Back Street
[Tunlaw Road] and is listed by the census
as a butcher.
In all probability, most if not all of the
other men held as slaves by local butchers
were employed in the trade of their owners,
who could employ them in their own operations or derive income from hiring them out
to another member of the butcher syndicate.
(Records of the Board of Commissioners
for the Emancipation of Slaves in the District of
Columbia, 1862–1863)
For more information, go to
gloverparkhistory.com

to our inner wisdom. These feelings/skills are
anxiety feelings that haven’t gone sour yet, and
we don’t need personality transplants to tame
the beast. Once we aren’t victimized by anxiety
or afraid of it, we open up to it and find energy, space and creativity so that anxiety doesn’t
curdle into fear, avoidance, and/or panic.
Two, anxiety can be reduced. We can
take steps such as limiting screens, cutting
back on sugar, avoiding comparisons, getting regular outdoor activity, developing a
meditation practice, establishing a work-out
regime, setting up regular physical and joyful
playtime with our anxious kids, keeping a
brief daily list of what is making us anxious
(it’s amazing how many things consistently do
not happen and thus release us from worrying
about them), journaling, eating more green
vegetables and less processed food, and having
your meals at predictable times.
I understand, though, that the list can

make us anxious because we don’t do enough
of these things and darn simple solutions
aren’t always easy!
Third, so here is a list of my favorite
resources:

• If your little one has anxiety:

The Opposite of Worry, Lawrence Cohen
• If your tween/teen has anxiety:
Crazy|Stressed, Dr. Michael Bradley
• If you are anxious:
The Worry Cure, Robert Leahy
• If your family is overwhelmed:
Simplicity Parenting, Kim John Payne
Email me (paigetrevor@mac.com) if you
are interested in a summer Parenting in the
Park discussion group series. Sign up for the
weekly Nifty Tip and/or check out my event
page at www.paigetrevor.com/events to see
upcoming events.

Hardy Jazz Band Brings Some “Hawk Heat”
to the 2019 MidAtlantic Jazz Festival
The Hardy Jazz Band, directed by Joseph
Chisholm, performed an hour-long set on the
MidAtlantic Jazz Festival’s Atrium Stage on Saturday February 16. The band produced a smooth
and consistent sound as they tackled challenging
tunes such as So What, Mercy Mercy Mercy, Mo
Better Blues, and A Blues for Alice, among others. The Hardy Jazz Band and Director Chisholm
represented the Hardy Hawks and the Glover Park
Community very well and shared an admirable
and inspiring demonstration of Jazz talent.

Chamar Littlejohn
Glover Park Gazette
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REAL ESTATE WATCH
CAN BUYERS AFFORD YOUR GLOVER PARK HOME?
As I reported last month, appreciation in home
prices is predicted to be slowing to about 4.6% this
year versus the 6% experienced over the last two
years. That prices may increase less rapidly may be
good news for buyers, but the absolute level of
home prices in the DC area will remain very high
by most standards. Just last month, another Glover
Park home sold for over $1.3 million!
How are buyers able to afford these prices? Well,
first of all, residents everywhere are paying a
mortgage even if they rent – they’re paying their
landlord’s mortgage, so doing everything possible
in order to buy a home makes sense.
In fact, housing affordability is quite high. The
U.S. Housing Affordability Index (HAI) surpassed
155 this January. That means the average U.S.
family has 155 percent of the income needed to
purchase a home. This is higher than at any time
between 1980 and 2008.
Affordability is related to the level of interest
rates, of course, and these rates remain at historic
lows. We’ve had rates in the 4 percent range
throughout 2018 and 2019 (and they were below
4% back in 2017.) This makes it easier and cheaper
to take out a mortgage on a home.
Just for fun, let’s take a closer look at interest
rates. Mortgage interest rates have been generally
increasing over the past year – although with lots
of dips and a big drop in early April. Still, as I write
this, they remain well below 4.5%. But less than
40 years ago, home buyers saw rates that would
be inconceivable to today’s mortgage consumer.

Maggie Simpson, Realtor
MaggieSimpson@LNF.com
www.MaggieSimpsonHomes.com
(202) 465-2062

Call me for details!
In February 1982 home buyers wanting to take
out a 30-year fixed rate mortgage paid an interest
rate of 17.6% - and they had to pay the lender
2.5% of the loan amount to get this rate. A loan
of $150,000 for 30 years set them back $2,211.70
per month. Within a year of this peak rate, interest
rates did drop – to the 13% range!
Today, home buyers could get that same $150,000
mortgage at 4.5% and pay only $760.03 per
month. Of course, a $150,000 mortgage won’t
go very far today in the DC area. Still, it’s a great
illustration of why there is a strong demand for
homes even as prices rise.
If you’re considering buying or selling this year,
get in touch today for personalized advice. For a
full-on consultation, or just a quick conversation,
give me a call today: (202) 465-2062

Long and Foster
Christie’s International RE
Licensed in DC, MD and VA
Broker’s Tel: (202) 362-1300

May 2019

30th Annual
Glover Park Day
Saturday June 1
11a.m. - 5p.m.
Guy Mason Recreation Center
Live Music
local musicians and performers
Kids Activities
moon bounce,mechanical bull, goats
Food Court
great food from neighborhood restaurants
Fun for Everyone
selfie station, dog agility course,
Glover Park Day t-shirts and prize drawings
Community Service Organizations

GoodGuys

Fine Dining & Exotic Entertainment
in Glover Park since 1966
2311 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

www.goodguysclub.com

202.333.8128

Monday–Thursday 11 am–2 am
Friday–Saturday 11 am–3 am
Sunday 4 pm–2 am
The kitchen is always open!
A Gentleman’s Club. Only 21 and over, please!

